MASS-OBSERVATION 
ARCHIVE 


PAPERS FROM 
THE MASS-OBSERVATION ARCHIVE 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX 


Part 10: Topic Collections - 
Leisure & Entertainment, 1937-1951 


HOLIDAYS; LEISURE; LIVE ENTERTAINMENT; 
MUSIC, DANCING AND JAZZ; SPORT; 
ASTROLOGY & SPIRITUALISM: 
WALL-CHALKINGS, JOKES, GAMES & JIGSAWS. 


pi, a, 
f £ Adam Matthew Publications 


ADAM MATTHEW PUBLICATIONS LTD 
Pelham House, London Road 
Marlborough 

Wiltshire 

SN1 2AA 


MASS-OBSERVATION ARCHIVE 


Papers from the Mass-Observation Archive at the University of Sussex 
Part 10: Topic Collections - Leisure & Entertainment, 1937-1951 


HOLIDAYS; LEISURE; LIVE ENTERTAINMENT; MUSIC, DANCING AND JAZZ; SPORT; 
ASTROLOGY & SPIRITUALISM; WALL-CHALKINGS, JOKES, GAMES & JIGSAWS. 


All volumes and documents in this microfilm edition are held at 
the Mass-Observation Archive at the University of Sussex 


Images of the documents are copyright © Mass-Observation Archive 2005 


This microfilm edition first published in 2005 by Adam Matthew Publications Ltd 
and copyright © Adam Matthew Publications Ltd 2005 


Filmed by Micromedia at Melbourn, Cambridgeshire, England 


All rights reserved. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


There are over 80 Topic Collections in the Mass-Observation Archive at the 
University of Sussex covering issues ranging from Anti-Semitism and 
Commodities to Leisure and Work. These represent surveys and 
investigations carried out by Mass-Observation mainly between 1937 and 
1949, with some later files for the 1960s and 1970s. 


Together with the Worktown Collection these represent the raw material of 
the Mass-Observation Archive. Some of this was worked up into a polished 
form in the Publications which appear in Part 1 of this project. Brief details 
also appeared in the File Reports, some of which have been published in 
microfiche. But this is the first time that Topic Collections have been 
published in their entirety, giving scholars an opportunity to re-examine and 
re-interpret the extensive evidence that was gathered in the form of 
transcribed conversations, questionnaires, ‘overheards’ (literally overheard 
remarks), and reports. The files are also an important source of ephemeral 
evidence as observers gathered many pertinent pamphlets, leaflets, news 
cuttings and other evidence (including transcribed graffiti). 


Coverage of the Topic Collections commenced with Part 4 and 5 of this 
project, which focussed on social welfare and living conditions, covering: 
Reconstruction, Family Planning, Health, Day Nurseries, Adult & Higher 
Education, Post-War Hopes, Public Administration & Social Services in 
Wartime, Beveridge Report Surveys, Housing, Work, Fuel and Food. 


Parts 6-8 offered material on the Home Front During World War Il, and topics 
such as: Evacuation, Youth, Children & Education, Women in Wartime, Anti- 
Semitism, Air-Raids, Propaganda & Morale, the 1940 London Survey, 
Conscientious Objection, Pacifism, Forces, Gas Masks and Dogs in Wartime. 


Part 9 offered material on Shopping, Personal Appearance & Clothes, as well 
as the Co-operative stores survey, Commercial Advertising and Commodities. 


This tenth part looks at Leisure and Entertainment, 1937-1951 including: 


Holidays, 1937-51 (TC 58) (2 boxes); 

Leisure, 1940-47 (TC 80, 6 boxes); 

Live Entertainment, 1938-1948 (TC 16, 6 boxes); 

Music, Dancing and Jazz, 1939-41 (TC 38, 8 boxes); 

Sport, 1939-47 (TC 82, 2 boxes); 

Astrology & Spiritualism, 1938-47 (TC 8, 1 box); 

Wall-chalkings, Jokes, Games and Jigsaws, 1937-41 (TC 41, 1 box) 


This will provide a treasure trove for social historians studying a wide range of 
cultural phenomena. 


The section on holidays takes us back to another age when foreign holidays 
were a rarity. The following account is typical of the novelistic detail to be 
found in the reports, which also convey the emotions of the subjects: 


‘At 4pm the shadows were creeping over me so !| thought it was time for a 
bathe, so | dressed in slacks and went down. There was a bit of wind. | went 
Straight in for five minutes then lay full length on the shingle. There was less 
than a dozen in, but dozens lying on the beach. | shivered for a bit, then at 5 
the sun went in, there being much cloud, so | decided to have another bathe 
(just in and out) and walked home. We change in canvas huts.” 


There are descriptions of mill towns, where up to two thirds of the population 
go off on holiday at the same time — many to the same destination. There are 
reports of holiday camps and the industrialization of leisure — described by 
one observer as “a perfect opportunity to observe the consumers of mass- 
produced commodities.” There are accounts of changing habits in betting and 
smoking and of the ways in which workers save up throughout the year for 
their week in the sun (or the nearest they could get to it). 


The section on Live Entertainment starts with an in depth investigation of life 
at the circus and in fun-fairs. The observers talk with the owners, the artistes 
and the public who attend. There are even diary accounts of life on the road. 
There is also much on Pantomime, Music Hall, Cabaret and Theatre. Many 
Original programmes are included and contemporary cuttings, which provide a 
useful contrast to the records of observers. The humour in pantomimes is 
analysed in detail, including a note on all topical political references. 
Productions discussed run the full gamut from nude women in ‘artistic poses’ 
at the Windmill, to the latest performances of the Polish ballet. There are 
reports from theatres in Blackpool, Bridlington, Cambridge, Leeds, Liverpool, 


London, Newcastle, Northampton, Oxford, Sheffield, Southport, and 
Worcester. 


The section on Music, Dancing and Jazz will be of great interest to all those 
studying popular music and the emergence of swing and be-bop. There are 
detailed reports on the goings on at Peckham Pavilion and the Streatham 
Locarno, as well as in Bolton, Brighton, Canterbury, Ipswich, and Liverpool. 
Dance crazes such as the Lambeth Walk and the Chestnut Tree 
(immortalized by Orwell in 1984) are described in photographs and words. 
The Jazz reviews are tremendous. For instance: 


“Coleman Hawkins. 2.4.39 

Obs. impressions of his playing ... 

1 Colossal impression of energy ... 

2 The rasping sound which he produced ... 
3 The deep breaths which he took ... 

4 His style of playing ...” 


The review is thorough and appreciative. 


There is also excellent material on night clubs, Denmark Street, music 
publishers, and dancing - as well as a good collection of sheet music and 
music advertising. 


The section on Sport starts with a series of reports on the effect of the war on 
sport in Britain. There are files on angling, athletics, billiards, cricket, darts, 
football, golf, greyhound racing, horse racing, pigeon racing, rowing, rugby, 
snooker, speedway and swimming. These include many first-hand 
descriptions of matches and the crowds in attendance. For instance: 


“Arsenal were two up before half-time. Compton, D., smashing a shot from 
the penalty line, and for his second , shooting low into the net after an 
amazing dribble past at least five men.” 


This was a great period for Arsenal, with Leslie and Dennis Compton scoring 
14 goals in 3 matches! 


The box on astrology and spiritualism has material concerning psychic 
phenomena, psychometry and fortune telling, but is largely concerned with 
almanacs and horoscopes and popular perceptions regarding these. 


The final box contains a wide variety of disparate, but interesting, files. These 
include: 


Wall chalkings — an analysis of graffiti and street paintings; 

Jokes — taken from air-raids, the music hall, soldiers and elsewhere — 
in its own way, a barometer of public taste; 

Children’s games — observed and described; 

Toys — with catalogues from Harrod’s and Hamleys; 

Jigsaw puzzles — describing the most popular designs. 


Countless study topics are suggested by even a casual glance through the 
files and the joy of the Mass-Observation files is that they are full of 
compelling, detailed accounts of moments in the lives of ordinary people. 


William Pidduck 
January 2004 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Our microform publications are prepared and produced in accordance with 
recommended and established guide-lines for the production of microform of superior 
quality. These conform to the recommendations of the standard guides to good 
microforming and micropublishing practice. 


Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original material. These records feature 
many common problems such as showthrough, curvature, staining and variable inking. 
There are some crumpled and torn pages. News clippings and photographs cause 
different problems for filmers due to their size and tonal range. There are also large 
tabulation sheets, which have often been written on with light pencil. Every effort has 
been made to minimise these difficulties and some openings are microfilmed more than 
once in an attempt to bring out all the features of the original. Nevertheless these 
original characteristics present difficulties of image and contrast which stringent tests 
and variations of density cannot entirely overcome. 


The most responsible care has been exercised in the filming of this unique collection and 
every effort has been made to ensure that this microform publication meets the 
standards established by the Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM) 


and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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MUSIC, DANCING AND JAZZ 1938-41 

TC 38: 9 boxes 

Notes 

The first six boxes of this group contain files of material with an original Mass- 
Observation number indicated in Roman numerals in this handlist. These 
categories have been retained although the order does not seem to have had 
any special significance. 

Most of the files contain a mixture of items including general notes, accounts 
of interviews, detailed descriptions of events and incidents, samples of printed 
materials and so on. These papers have not been itemised separately in this 
handilist. 

The work for this particular Mass-Observation study seems to have been the 
responsibility of Alec Hughes with directions from Tom Harrisson and 
assistance from other Observers including JA and HAC. 


Further material on attitudes to jazz can be found in the 1939 Directive 
Replies from the panel of voluntary Observers. 


Additional observations made in Bolton dance halls is filed with the Worktown 
Papers , Box 48/C-D 


DW 1979 

BOX 1: OBSERVATIONS IN DANCE HALLS 1938-1939 

Each file contains a collection of Observers’ reports on different dance halls. 
Descriptions include details of the types of events, appearance of the hall, 
entertainment facilities, the behaviour of both staff and patrons, costumes, 
types of dances, music, notices and regulations 

Samples of advertising material, programmes and tickets are also included 
38/1/A: 

The Streatham Locarno, London (I) 

38/1/B: 

The Paramount Dance Hall, Tottenham Court Road (Il) 

38/1/C: 

The Royal Dance Hall, Tottenham. (III) 


38/1/D: 


The Peckham Pavilion: administration and staff (IV) 
38/1/E: 

The Peckham Pavilion: programmes, patrons etc (V) 
38/1/F: 

The Peckham Pavilion: literature (V1) 

38/1/G: 

The Peckham Pavilion: questionnaire on Old Time Dancing (VII) 
38/1/H: 

Old Time Dancing: general notes and observations (VIII) 
38/ 1/1: 

Rye Lane Private Dance Club (IX) 


38/1/J: 


Other dance halls including those in London, Bolton, Liverpool, Brighton, 
Ipswich and Canterbury (X) 


38/1/K: 
Dance Halls: locations, exteriors, posters, newspaper cuttings (X1) 
BOX 2: DANCES 1938-40 


Further observations, descriptions of the music business, description of 
dances, their origins, popularity, versions 


38/2/A: 
Dance Promotion and the Promoters (XIl) 


38/2/B: 


Dancing-general: includes notes of various dances: The Tuscana, Knees up 
Mother Brown, The Cakewalk etc (XIll) 


— -38/2/C: 


The Lambeth Walk (XIV) 


38/2/D: 

The Lambeth Walk (XIV) 

38/2/E: 

The Lambeth Walk: newspaper cuttings (XIV) 


BOX 3: DANCES, PROFESSIONAL DANCERS AND THE MUSIC 
BUSINESS 


38/3/A: 

The Chestnut Tree (includes photographs) (XV) 

38/3/B: 

The Chestnut Tree: Picture Post article by Tom Harrisson, January 1939 (XVI) 
38/3/C: 

The Park Parade: interviews on the promotion of a new dance (XVII) 
38/3/D: 

The Park Parade: literature (XVIII) 

S38/3/E: 

Mecca Agency-World's Band Centre (XIX) 

38/3/F: 

Mecca Managers (XX) 

38/3/G: 

Professional Dancers (XXI) 

BOX 4: MUSICIANS, BANDS, CLUBS AND INSTRUMENT MAKERS 
38/4/A: 

Mecca Bands, cuttings on dance bands, military bands (XXII) 

38/4/B: 


Musicians’ Union (XXIll) 


38/4/C: 

Musicians: miscellaneous notes including material on barrel organists (XXIV) 
38/4/D: 

Archer Street (XXV) 

S8/4/E: 

Instrument Makers (includes catalogues) (XXVI) 
38/4/F: 

Swing (XXVII) 

38/4/G: 

Rhythm in clubs (XXVIII) 

38/4/H: 

Night Clubs (XXIX) 


BOX 5: ADVERTISING MATERIAL, DANCE SCHOOLS, SONG WRITERS, 
MUSIC PUBLICATIONS AND MUSIC BUSINESSES 


38/5/A: 


Melody Maker and other music publications (See also Danceland, 38/6/F) 
(XXX) 


38/5/B: 

Denmark Street (XXX]) 

38/5/C: 

Peter Maurice Music Publishing Company (XXXII) 
38/5/D: 

Song writers (XXXIll) 

38/5/E: 


Performing Rights Society (XXXIV) 


38/5/F: 

Non-Mecca Managers (XXXV) 

38/5/G: 

Dance Teachers (XXXVI) 

38/5/H: 

Dance Schools and learners (XXXVII) 
38/5/I: 

Printers of entertainment material (XXXVIII) 
38/5/ J: 


Public opinion on dancing: tabulation of results of survey carried out at the 
Stork Margarine Works at Purfleet, 1938 (XXXIX) 


38/5/K: 


Broadcasting scenarios-observations at J Walter Thompson Studios, Bush 
House (XL) 


BOX 6: HISTORY AND THEORY OF JAZZ; DANCE TEACHERS' 
SOCIETIES; OPEN AIR DANCING 


38/6/A: 
History of jazz and dancing: notes (XLI) 
38/6/B: 


Politics and dancing: dances held by political organisations as recruiting or 
fund raising events (XLII) 


38/6/C: 
Bibliography, book plan, file index , for jazz and dancing investigation (XLIII) 
38/6/D: 


Voluntary observers’ reports on the Chestnut Tree and on jazz (Jan 1939) 
(XLIV) 


38/6/E: 


Articles, broadcasts etc., on jazz and dancing including 'Music While You 
Work’, by Tom Harrisson in New Writing, Oct/Nov 1938, published by Hogarth 
Press (XLV) 


38/6/F: 


Danceland: replies to questionnaire in Danceland magazine on various 
dances and on attitudes to jazz (XLVI) 


38/6/G: 

Dance Teachers’ Societies (XLVII) 

38/6/H: 

Jazz: theoretical notes; music as propaganda (XLVIII) 
38/6/I: 

Open Air Dancing (XLIX) 

38/6/J: 

Notes by Tom Harrisson on dancing and jazz 

38/6/K: 

Classical music events, including programmes 

BOX 7: SONGS 

38/7/A: 

Sheet music 1940-41: samples of song sheets and sheet music 


38/7/B: 


Ephemera: dance tickets, advertising material, programmes, record sales 
advertisements etc 


38/7/C: 
Song hits: lists of popular songs 
38/7/D: 


Lyrics: notes of the words and meanings of songs (see also TH's article filed 
in 38/6/E) 


38/7/E: 


Retail Trade: gramophone records and sheet music (includes promotional 
material and posters) 


BOX 8: JAZZ SURVEYS 1939-41 

38/8/A: 

Jazz Survey 1939: trial survey carried out in Streatham. Questions on musical 
preferences, attitudes to dancing and dances, radio programmes etc. (HAC, 
JA and AH) 

38/8/B: 


Jazz Survey 1939: larger survey in Wandsworth by HAC and AH. 
Questionnaire replies with analysis 


38/8/C: 


Correspondence relating to the Jazz Survey, 1939 


38/8/D: 

Dance Music Questionnaire 1941: questionnaire replies and tabulations 
38/8/E: 

Dancing in wartimes: miscellaneous notes 

BOX 9: DUPLICATES ONLY 


Not sorted 
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(Jittebug cont.) 


Over-thirties were probavly qot more thaw four per cent 


those preseht. And these mere mostly spectators.—- fricads 


of tne mmMage ment etc. Oy tre floor in a quick Aumber 
they did Aot register ome per cent, but ift waltzes about 
sexes were pretty evenply ditided, akd the impressio\ 


that couples had come together akd that chahceb parmMers 


very few. Iw popular Aumbers girls danci,yg together 


were aot one per cent but in the Yonga they were as high as 


thirteen per cent. 
9-9.10.pem. After each of three dayces there were annour(cea 


meAts about police requiriyvg parked cars moved etc 


The Jitterbugs practised their stuff to a large extent during 
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hatter band book over they redoubled their efforts specisa ly 
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rival, causing miyor 'scene', 
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Amateur jitterbugs were almost resented by many of the dancers and 
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'his couple's dancing is good in rhythm and lively but very 
limited: on the otner hand, they do more, and more exazgerated 
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hanging by the Legs, nead down, from vartner's back while 


partner continues to jitterbug. 


fhe London couple's acrobatics are not quite so athletic 
but neve more sexy symbolisms: the man often lies on the 
iloor, tnough somehow tne dance rythvm of the couple is 


maintained. 


After several trials the judges are unable to separate these 
two couples and the manager calls for three men from the 
Midlands. to join in the judging of the volume of applause - 
by which decisions are made. Aggreement is still not 
reacned and it is decided to declare the 1941 championship 
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Spectators crowd round the winiing couples. +hce Glasgow couple 
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This turn introduced on Sat evening for the only time this week, 

Obs told by pros that they were being given a trial with a view to 

having them on Mecca circuit. 

Bath a noinces them saying that he has never seen this sort of thing 

before and announces them as the Jitterbugs. 

Two girls come on 4n white pleated skirts, red gym slip type tops 

with white silk blouses underneath and white shoes. They wear no 

stockings and their full skirts fly up whenthey are dancing to reveal 

short white knickes. 

They da.ce to QS music played by Stan Hudson. Do normal truckin steps 

throwing out at arms length, Susie Q ete. They are jerky in movement 

and stilted. 

Clapping for about 20 secs at the end of their act by most of the 

patrons (there are about 800 downstairs and a good 400 in the balcony 

Then the girls whisper something to Bath. He announces 

"Are there «ny two gents in the audience who would like to come and 

swing it with the jitterbugs? Any two gents? " 

No movement for about 1 min. mdthen there is slight commotion and 

Bath looks over towards the entrance 

"Ah here are two" and Sonny and Reg come over from the pen. 

Bath "I must tell you that this is not rehearse so @ hépe the boys 

get by." 

They dance again, Reg starting with truckin steps, Sonny with high 

kicks and more frenzied type of dancing. So ny raises first laughs. 

Reg equalises by truckin with his trousers raised above his segs 

stockings. Then Reg seizes his partner and lifts her high above his 

head and repeats this. 

Frantic clapping at the end for about 60 seCS8e 

Later when the dancing started again obs noticed in a QS at leass 3 

couple strying some of the steps. 

Obs goes round to the dressing rooms and interviews the two girls. 

They are both still out of breath and talk very rapidly, so that it 

is impossible to make coherent notes or to differentiate between the 

speakers. One is blonde, thin - legs very thin. The other brunttte 

festéteh. fuller featured. Both working class wit.. very broad Cockney 

accents. Strike obs as dumb but friendly. 

Roth talk at a terrific speed. 

Obs "How long have you been doivg this sort of thing?" 

Girls "Since Christmas. We practice with the coloured people. They . 
are marvellous. They were never taught nothing. They just dances 
They learned it from birth. We picked it up from them." 

Obs "And do you make up your steps as you go along?" 

Girls "Yes. We listen to the musie and it tells your bodgtywhat to do. 
It's negro in origin you know." : 

Obs "Don't you make any of your steps up before?" | 

Gils "Oh theopening routine. After that we just trust to luck and tl 
the music to lift us. If it's a good band it gets you. This was 
good wasn't it?(One to the other. Obs thought it a rotten band). 
pet ta been told b colouredcpeople tha we swing better than dart 
FiLPiSe 

Obs “And how long can you keep it up?" 


Girls "With a fellow about a quabter of an hour. On our own about 7 | 
minutes." | 
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Obs "And how about when you were dancing with the chaps? Did you know 
what they were going to do?" 

Girls "They were good weren't they? No we just fit ourselves into thej 
stepse We ca&aim to be the original English Jitterbugs." 

Obs "And what are your names?" 

Girls "Sally and Anne. We've always been fond of truckinz. We wepe at 
the Paramount andone evening they put us up on the centre stand. 
We can do anything that any of the coloured people can do as far 
as swing is concerened." 

Obs "How are old are you?" 


Girls "20" 
Obs "Both?" 
Gilts "yes" 


Obs "It's very tiring isn't it?" 

Girls "Well it is. But if we can sit down for a minute we can go on 
asin. We intend going to the Nest." 

Obs "Oh. Do you go to the clubs then?" 

Girls''Yes. We've been to Maxy's, in Mill St; the Bag o' Nails, and 
the Florida. The Nest is real notable for swing." 

Obs "And you make it all up as you go along?" 

Girls "Well the first part you must “know. We have a routine which 
lasts for about 3 minutes and then we make the rest up. The 
second part was so fast that you can only swing." 

Obs "You do ballroom dancing as well?" 

Girls "Oh yes." 

Obs "And what's your favourite dance?" 

Girl"The FT." 

Obs "Is this the first place you've been to?" 

Girls"Oh no. We are having a whole week at the Cricklewood Palais next 
week. This is better then orthodox dancing. It's got something 
to it. People say it is a short craze. But truckin was over here 
2 years ago. oe. will go a long way before it dies down. After 

we've been in a place it “livens up (see observation abovecre fs 
dancers truckin). They get happy as we go on? 


See report XXI 35 for interview with Reg and Sonny about the show. 
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Overhearse OS | 


During demonstration of the"Handseme Territorial". 
Band play the tune, then it is demonstrated by Reg and Dolly and Cio 
Sonny and Jessie in formation. 
Conversation starts when band playing. 
Group of 4 :- Girl l. 20 (Workings 2 25 (Working), 3 25 (Middle), 
4 Man 35(Middle). | Vee 12.7. 34 
1. They're going to play the HT. ae 
2e YCSe 
3. Ohe 
1. When are they - I thought they were going to do it. 
3. Are they? yf 
(The couples demonstrate) F 
2. Look - that oe with the straight hair. She's had it dyed. 
3. W ere. I must see this phenomenon. 
2e Over there. Yes she's had it dyed. 
Le Oh VES e P4 
3. Oh es isn't it awful? She's a sight. Fancy going like that. I 64 
think it awful. 
2e Neither of them are up to much. 
1. I think we'!1l do it shall we? 
(+-and-2-ge-0n-the-f2e0r-and-de-s6 ) 
3. ¢heughtixe> Look at them. 
4. What dddyou think of the race. 
1. I think we'll d& ite. Come on. 
(1 and 2 go on together. 3 watches and & ughs) 
4 goes to the bar. 
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OS Overhears. 


1 An invitation by one woman to another to have a dance with her. 
F io They had been talking together before. 
"Shall I take this one ?" 


2 Another invitation,this time by a man of about 30, speaking with 
a foreign accent. 


"May I have this one with you ? I'm not a very good dancer, 
Do you mind ?" 


The woman smiled and accepted. 


Hy 3 The band struck up "The Handsome Territorial" ,and couples began 
to join in. The following conversation occurred between a 


man of a teat 26 and a flashy,excited blond of about the same 
age, both -class. 
Pg G. This is really good. In Park Parade there were lots of 
steps. 
$25 M.(Sings) Left,left,his eye was left. 


G.(Laughing) That isn't right. 

M. I know it isn't. 

G. I must tighten my belt for this. (Does so) 
(She goes off with the man,but runs back to another 
man who had been standing beside her) 

Keep my Key,will you ? 

(Takes a key from a handkerchief ,hands it to the man, 
and runs back to partner). 


4 A couple come off the flaor after a dance. The gifl is plump, 
working class,and clothed in a light cotton dress of many colours, 
predominantly blue. The man is tall,well built,and middle-class, 
also several years older. The girl is perspiring freely,and 
informing her friends who stand around. The man takes the &k 
opportunity to place his hand on her back. 

Man “So long as it don't run ---" 
He continues to place his hand on different parts of 
the girl's body,under the cloak of solicitation for her. 
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Chap aged 35 - fattish and girl aged 30, blonde, both looked working 
class, sitting at tabg@e near pene. 

Chap has hgés arm round her shoulder. He kisses her neck. She squirms 
about erotically. He moves his hand down her upper arm and under her 
ammpit. Sueezes it through and on to her breasts. She lets him keep it 


there for a few seconds, staring ahe=d. Them forces his hand away. | 
He brings it back on to het shoulder. She forces it off again. They sit 
apart on the settee for 2 mimites. He starts kissing her neck again. | 
Sne squirms once more. He ie, ts his movement, putting his hand on hez 
shoulder working tf down her arm and under her armpit on to her breast. | 
She moves his hand off and holds it. He keeps his fingers free and 
tickles her breabssB. 
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DANCE HALL & BALCONY CAFE 
*s st: Streatham Hill, London, $.W.2 :: :: 


TULSE HILL 5868 
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15th April, 1940. 


Here is a hearty invitation for your kind attendance at: 


GRAND FINALS - ALL-BRITAIN JITTERBUG CHAMPIONSHIP 


THURSDAY NEXT, APRIL 18th - 8 to 12.350 


I can promise a really exceptional contest, by Contestants from all 
over the United Kingdom,-- Edinburgh, Glasgow, Manchester, Leeds, Birmingham, 
London (Five Districts) Croydon and Brighton,-- that have already shown a 
very high degree of endurance and dexterity. THIS IS THE FIRST NATIONAL 
CONTEST OF ITS KIND EVER STAGED! 


The Prizes are substantial: £30 cash, and six solid silver Cups; addi- 
tionally we have paid the railway fares of all Finalists from the provinces. 


The interest and enthusiasm for Jitterbug Dancing is now well-established, 


having withstood the condemnation it at first received,-- it is characteris- 
tic of the present epoch; it is demanded by youth; it has progressed with- 
out any sponsoring. It has, in fact, asserted itself despite the efforts 
of many sections of the Dancing profession to eliminate it! 


DEMONSTRATION OF C. L. HEIMANN'S "REFINED" JITTERBUG. 


C. L. Heimann, prolific producer of Novelty Dances, including such 
world-famous items as "The Lambeth Walk", "The Chestnut Tree", "The Park 
Parade", "Handsome Territorial" and "Knees Up, Mother Brown" again scores 
with a version of the Jitterbug that will appeal to every Ballroom devotee. 
It incorporates all the interesting steps and variations of the Dance, 
without any of the "kicking" and other exaggerated movements. ADELE 
ENGLAND, who originated the "Routines" of the dances above-named, is 
responsible too for the Routine of this very appealing new Dance. 


ADELE ENGLAND will explain, in a few minutes, how anyone can Jitterbug, -- 
she is, we believe, the first Teacher to analyse the movements so that anyone 
who can walk can also Dance the new Novelty. To Miss England's Commentary, 
there will be an: 


EXHIBITION OF THE C. L. H. REFINED JITTERBUG 


By the Original Demonstrators: 


BOBBY WEBSTER - AND - EILEEN RIPPER. 


The Refined Jitterbug has been "set" to a number that is played incessant- 
ly in the United States,-- it is entitled "IN THE MOOD",-- published here by 
the Peter Maurice Music Co. Ltd., 21, Denmark Street, W.C. 2. It incorporates 
full, illustrated instructions by Adele England. A supply of copies will be 
available for members of the Press on the night,-- THURSDAY NEXT, APRIL 18th. 


INVITATION ENCLOSED. 


I have pleasure in enclosing Ticket for yourself and Partner,-- would 
you be good enough to ask for the undersigned on arrival; I would like to 
personally ensure your visit being informative and enjoyable. 


FILMING etc. 


Arrangements are in hand for filming the event; and we are endeavouring 
to arrange a form of "Preview" at 6 o/c,-- should it be the intention to send 
photographer to this, would you please in first instance phone Mr. Chaperlin, 
Manager of the Locarno (TUL. 5868) to ensure that everything is "set". 


Thanking you in advance for your attendance, 


Very truly yours, 


(prore x , 


Press Representative. 


5, Dean St. FW. l. 
Gerrard 6284 
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Obs counted I59 women in the ballroom as part of count of frocks. This 


is a figure accurate to wit thin 5. _ The e would be probably tke a similar) «¢ 
etigure for the men although they were not counted. Attention was con- 


centrated on the dress ses, but one or two general impressions and obs- 
ervations were gleaned. Ba d did not play. its first jazz pune till 

7250 (session starts at 7.30) and the first person to arvive - a cirl - 
was at 7.45. 
Count in the baleony at 9.40 showed that there wereg 146 Men and I66 
Women in the Balcony. 

ostimating the crowd i. the ballroom at 300 this would give an attend- 
ance of just over 600. If we assume that IOO of tho e in the balcony 

ad also been in the ballroom this wou.d give 500 as a general figure 
for attendancee : 


Conversation with two girls who were here alst Yede Numbers refer to 
qumbers on report of T2.4.39. 


Partner 2. 25 §'3" In green afternoon frock tonignte 
Obs "Not very full is it?*® 
tNoe L often wonder if this place pays." 
bs "You were here last Wed. weren't you?” 
"Yes. Yhat a memory you've got." 
Obs ek I was here last Wed. and haven't been ince, so it is not a 


~WX\ a — 7 . | im ese / + ¥ ~ > ~~ & -+- 
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Partner 4. Bruneete. Middle. Same white tr:ock as last week. 

Obs. excuses her in an excuse me and she looks at him and smiles "Well 

well!" Obs is going to reply to this sally but is excused and asks her 

for a dance later. 

Obs "Hullo. Not such a bis crowd here is there?" 

G "Oh I don't know. Look how Tull the floor was for that excuse me." 

Obs "Maybe". At the mike Bath, assistant manager, announces the cabaret 

G "T hate the cabarets Bere. I tnink they're lousye They are either 
a lot of blastec acrobats who are not a bit interesting, or a crow 

of x#ds chiidren." 

Obs "You believe in 'on with the dance! eh?" 

G "Very definitely. I mean to do my 7 miles even if 1 drop." 

Obs collides witianother couple and remarks to partner 

"I'm afraid my steering 1s not too good tonight." 

"Perhaps your mind is net on something else." 

Obs "As a matter of fact I feel half doped tonight.Pon't know what it i. 
is". 

G "So do I. It's this weather you know. It is so changea ble". 

The spot erystal is illuminated and starts casting dots of blue and 

yellow light all over the room. 

Obs "Nice that, isn't Le?" 

G "Ves, isn't it. I expect they cost a lot. 

Obs "Well it doesn't matter much here. Money no object (Laughs) " 

G "No I expect they make a lot here. Anyhew it's not as though it is 
a private hall. The Mecca Cafeg! Well they ought to be able to 
afford something." 

Obs "I wish I could do some vo. these nice stpes I see here. I have been | 
making gallant efforts to pick up some by watching them, but it is 


| 
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no use. I can't do it." 
"No. I'm no good at that either." 


G 
“bs "This truckin' amuses me. I could watch it for hours." 


G "Yes, when it is done decently." 
Obs "Yes some of them look pretty ugly don't they?! 
G "Rather." . 
Obs "I have made secret attempts in the sh des of my bedroom, but it 
is no use. But maybe it is just as well if you look like that (obs 
indicates a couple in f ont, the chap with his behind stuck out, 
contorting his body in an ugly manner¥) 
Girl laughs. Obs finishes the dance and walks off. (Above a reconstruct 
ion from scraps of conversation in two dances.) 
Girl in Blue evening frock, about 886", brunette. 
Obs asks her if she does not think it is empty. She says that there are 
usually more here on a Wed. Does she do a lot of dancing? Oh yes. Where 
here? Only on Wed. Occasionaaily on Thurs. but Wed is the best night. 
Where else does she go? Lido usually. Does Obs know it? No. It ig ih 
Croydon - pame peop.sc as this. Same as this insidee Goes to the tea 
dances at the Theatre Cafe in Croydon too. 
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are different ways of doing this; many ‘truck’, walk erm in arm, 
strut, wag fore®fngers restlessly, shake hips; sometimes groups 

of couples doing this come together, form a little procession, 

& kind of bastard lambeth Walk with swing steps. Others, trucking, 


leave go, walk away from each other, turn backs, come together 


ei | 


again smiling. Most smile, look animated; people don'* talk much, 


—— 


but arefirendly; when you step on the floor to dance you get caught 


aw 


in xm the rhtyhm, the feeling of all the people dancing togehter, 


youdon' t feel separate from them, it's easy to be drawn into one 


of the trucking a. for a few seconds. The bang goes on 
\ 
_ 


Levy 


playing all the time, hard ly any intervals, and those short, just 
time for the floor to begin to empty and then to fill up again. 

In the middle of a number the stage revolves and a fresh band comes 
into view, playing the same tune, but hotted up more. These are 

the Sophomores, wth blue jackets, white trousers. Redcoated 

female crooner, a redhot blonde, sits in front of them tepping 

her feet furiously. This band plays fast, better than the other. 
More people truck, no one holds close. The idea of swing music 

is thet you make it up as you go along; these people are doing sw” 
ing with their feet, freelance’ shufflings and jiggings; its all 

a lo g way from the formalised foxtrotting speps; Rogers-Astaire 


are at the bake of it. 


QS 


- 


Then comma the other band comes back. Silence, the floor 
clears. "Iadies and gentlemen I héve with wiehies in presenting 
to you"..e." And a pair of dancing champs do their stuff, a slow 
waltz, blue spotlit; their heads float slowly sround while their 
feet glide and twinkle; applause spurts out at special steps. 

Then they do a tango, amber spotlight, a slow fox trot, pink 

and blue spotlight. There is bigxmpe 45 seconds of applause for 
them and they do an encore. Their dancing is the contradiction 

of that done by the people who appa lewd them -- completely formal- 
ised, ballet-like. 

Bandleader annnouces that they are going to play a 
trucking tunee There is some hesitation (usually floor is filled 
almost immediately.) He adds "You oan do swing steps to this". 
They do. About half the people present (very approximately 350 out 
of BOO) are trucking like med . The Jews do it best and most. 
Many are 55-40. (And in general ages here are higher than in the 
average Palais ) 

Upsteirs the galley is full with watchers, but down here 
few don't join in. Those who don't stand or sit, looking, not talk 
ing much. Conversation is personalities - "There's Bill and Ted 
and that er coming". "He's over there, in the green coat -- so 


if you see me vanish all of a sudden you'll know the reason why." 


Non dancing groups are mainly unisexual. Den Me ai ae 


Cree pul 
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Most people dance with their own friends, eithr pairs or 
groups. ‘here is some inter-group danoing too, males asking with 
a nod of the head. Tonight there doesn't appear to be much casual 
picking up of partners. (Obs. was twice turned down, aimiably but 
firmly, by solitary gilcs the rest of whose groups were on the 
ee 
dancefldéor ) 
The, do a plajas Glid; about two thirds of people join in, 
groups are mostly threes, fours, and fives. There is unanemity in 
this dance, the whole mass wheeling in tormation, advancing and re | 
»hiw closer. C KOK Nowe © 
tiring all together. [t is followed by a mabe Stan Neither 
are encored, and Henican an exhibition of trucking by two pairs; 
the girls are dressed in short iitin tint darkblue skirts, red shoes, 
white sooks, and creamy blouses, the men in black trousers and sh 
short pageboy white linen jackets. They dance apart, facing 


eachother, most of the time. The attempted formalisation of this 


a 


' 


dance isn't (in observers opinion) succesful. “ut there is 20 
seconds of appaluse. 
Then the Chestnut Tree. “irst it is demonstrated, then 


gzmaupkcthc the bandleader 
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appeals for everyone to start. ‘the floor is filled up right eway, 
the map music starts up, the bandleader giving a kind of running 
commentary and enouragement. veryone sets about the dance with 
enthusiasm, but they don't appear to get the idea of it very well, 
people are all doing different things at the same time. Obs. found 
it difficult himself. Overheard comment from dancers < 
Girl. "No one can do it very accurately, oan they. 

Girl 
Man. It's easy, I can do it." 
Men. "It's too difficult 

In obs. opinion,whetar they could do it or not, whether they found 
it diffadult er not, people were anxious to learn 4t ami do it; they 
liked the idea of a mass dance. . However, when it was over, there 
wasn't that ‘release’ and idiies ot ‘atmos pare that is usually brought 
about by such a dance; but there had already been a mass dance, and 
anyway the atmospehre as pretty good already, a whole lot ecsier 
than the average dance corwd. 

Followed a Big Apple exhibition by two foolish Lethine young 
young gents in tails. 4 rather pansy affivy, not very interesting 
and without spontaniéty. However, pople laughed at a peculiar gostre, 
often repeated, on the part of the dancers. They lifted up the 
legs of their trousers » sometimes one leg, sometimes both together, 
and disclosed little white socks and some pinky flesh. 

A waltz followed. There were a lot of waltzes, more than us® 


ual, and everyone seemed to like dancing them, which is edd in view 


of the general hot rhythm tene of the evening. No rumbes or teangos. 
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Flame , drums, Cras, 3 Hhrythen , 3 frmss, and 
(leg imal. He dently meat inalimats. | 


Bowe 1 he hnithin Amie on the vicbin, : 
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Varlinwetion on the micripolare . 
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Handsome Territorial Premiere.Locarno. AH 13 ..6.39 


New dace put on at Locarno for its first night. No advance publici 
available and object was - as expressed by Adele England (sée report 
to try out new dance without any publicity to see if it would succeed. 
Heiman trying to cash in on conscription, and maybe hoping to do the 
same with this as the Lambeth Walk which began without any advance 
publicity (see Adele England report). 


In accordance with this policy although dance announced in'Danceland' 
- press publicity available nor was Senaa advertised in any way at 
ocarno. | 
This evening a poster in the lobby advertised the dance as C.L.Heiman 
Novelty Dance No. 4 (see Adele England report for her views on this). 
Obs arrived at Locarno about 8.0 p.m. and the place fairly empty. 
Asked Thorne wiat he thought of the prospects of the dance. He shrugg 
ed his shoulders and smiled. Weere t ere many downstairs? No - not ye 

Obs go down and tere see about 80 - 100 in the hall. No notices of 
the dance about. 

George Colborn being away in Jersey the second band is Stan Hudson's 
a efu-piece, as is Hal Deacons. Thorne says that Hal will be playing 
for the new dance. (c.f. other Heiman numbers when a bi band has 
been used. For PP they had Ivor Kirchin's band specially over). 

This band seems very poor to both obs and later in the balcony a 
memebr of Bram Martin's band was squirming at some of their chords. 


Queen. Deputising —— is from the Royals; being one of the assist- 
ants there.(Have just erviewed him - see HC write up fo 14th.- and 
appears that he is at Mecca Agency and does relief work round the hall 
Some opinions before the dance :- : 
Asked how they thought the new dance would go. 
Cloakroom attendant - aged 35. 


"Oh theyf11 do angen Nee If you gave t em cannibal costume and asked 


them to do a cannibal se they'd do it. Anything soft they'll do. 
But give them a decent dance and they won't do it. The tune (of the 


HT) is quite swingy but the steps seem silly to me." 
Stanley - professional. 
"No, it's damn silly. Have you seen it?" 


Danced with two partners aged 25 and 30 who did not know that there 
was to be a new dance that night. 


Partner 3. Girl 25. A regular patron. 
"It'll flop like the rest of them. ba 
flop. The only one was the Lambeth Wal 
was new and original. 


At 9 pm. Byron Davies arrived. Went into office with Cain and stay 
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Handsome Territorial Premiere. Locarno. AH } 13 .6.39 
The presentation. 


At about 9.40 Betty and Terry arrived from Lovarno schoél and Miss 
Kenyon and another of the staff. Pupils of the school also arrived 
having been allowed in, to witnesgsthe dance. 

At 9.50 Bill (chief pro) announces Miss Adele England and she comes 
round on the stand to accompaniment of piano. Band is Hal Deacons aug 
mented with trombone and trumpet from Stan Hudson's band. 

She announces as usual "Good evening .. ladies..and gentlemen." pau 
sinc between the words and emphasising the last syllable. 

"T have much pleasure in presenting to you Mr. C.L.Heiman's Novelty 
Dance No.4 - the Handsome Territorial. Let me introduce to you my 
partners - the original demonstrators Quinn and Mills." 

They appear one fwom each side of the bandstand and come in front 
of the stand. Adele is in a blue metal leaf frock which gp in % 
the limes. Florence in a blue backless gown with 4 shoulder starps. 

There is a crowd of about 400-450 in the ballroom whilst in the 

baleony a count revealed an approximate 180 men-and wmen and 114 m. 
They demonstrate the dance to the music and then Adele goes through t 
the steps and at the end says she now wants everyone to join in. Ther 
is no frantic clapping as at the end of the PP. Obs is frankly amazed 
at the performance - the daxice consisting merely of marching steps, 

a pseudo marking time (on one foot instead of both) and a complete 
turn to tiem man markiig time whilst the woman marches round him, 
Finishes with a running step followed by march and salute. Ovs claps 
half heartedly off his guard and Terry who is standing by looks with 
disapproval and says "Can't you clapp better than that?" Tune is snap 
py - a 6/8 mareh time. 

Clapping for about 30 seconds. Then Adele asks people to come on 
floor and join in. Band strikes up and the pros go on the floor. They 
march round for at least 30 seconds. No a soul joins them. Consternat 
ion with the Locarno school. Adele look s embarrassed. :-etty asks obs 
to come on. Kenyon persuades Hugh ditto. Betty asks Miss K. to go in 
front. They go in front and Betty grabs obs hand to guide him. We #ez 
follow the pros round the room. Dance has now been going for about a 
minut: and there is no-one else on. Then an elde ly couple from Loc. 
school join in. Dance is kept up. Eventually 24 couples are on the 
floor excluding pros and obs, and of these at least 3 lots are pupils 
of the scool. 

Having danced it we are asked to stand still and sing the words, 
and then start todance and sing at the same time. 

At the end clapping for about 20 secs with no enthusiasm, 


Opinions after the dance. 
Asked what they thought of it. 
Partner 4. Girl 20 Middle. 


"I watched it for a few minutes and got fed up and went upstairs. Isn 
Isn't it awful?" 


Partner 5.Girl 20 


"My God, isn't it awful? The tunes all right - bit the dancel A 
children's playground." 


3 | 
The Handsome Territorial. Locarno. AH J ” 13 .6.39 


Dartner 6. Girl 25. 


"Mot much. It was pretty bad. I don't like that kind of dance. The pub 
lie get fed up with that sort of thing." 


Partner 7. Girl20 

"Not much. There's too much toe it." 

Par ner 8. Girl 20 Locarno school pupil. 

"Well it's not bad, but there's not enough go in it." 
Partner 9. Girl 30. (Loc. school pupil) 

"Lousy. Well it is rotten isn't it? The tune's not bad." 
Partner 10. Girl 25 (Very bad dancer) 

"Not bad." 

Chap 25. (Locarno sehool pupil) 

"Pretty lousy. I don't think much of it. 

Partner 11. Girl 20 (L’e school). 


"Not much. I don't think many do like it. I don't like it as much as 
the Lambeth Walk and I didn't like that." 


Partner 12. Girl 20 
"Not mich", 
Man 30. 
"Not bad. Something new." 
Lavatory attendant. 18 


"Why wo 
others wi 


» I shan't lose any sleep over it and I'm sure none of the 
* 


- i 
The Handsome Territorial. Locarno. AH [38 13.6.39. 


Heiman Medley put on at about 11.20. After the first presentation of 
the: dance Adele said it would be done later in the evening. It was put 
on after the LW the CT and the PP had been played. There were 33 couple 
on the floor for PP and 8 walked off when the HT was announced. When 
the HT was in progress 4 couples came on to do ite 
There were shouts of "'cHore" at the end and it was encored. Then more 
shouts and Stan Hudson, who was going to finish was stopped by Michael 
Carr, who jumped on the stage and started shouting encouragement and 
shouting the words in a momotone,. 

There were about 200 in the ballroom at this time. 


Impressions. 


In obssopinion the dance a flop. Obs asks Quinn what he thinks of 
its chances. 

Quinn "Well how do you think it will go?" 

Obs “It will be a close thing I think". 

Quinn "Yes a close thing. But you can't test it on a crowd lil this. 
With a big crowd it would be a panic. But for this crowd it went 
well. But you can't test it on a crowd like this. But it will be 
a close thing." 

Obs impression was that the dance still born. There was some enthus- 
iasm at thé end but the dance produced no response at all at first (ef 
Park Parade) e 

Obs asked Betty what she thought about it. Her reply "We don't think 
it is going to go very well." 

Impression of HC :- "It lacks all the fundamentals of a dance and 
isn't even a bit of fun to make up for it." 


Obs amazed that no more was put into it. 
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Fe ele DEAN STREET 
GERRARD 6284. i: Pe.’ ~ 
ba: LONDON, W.1. " 
Our Ref.: ps C 
ENARE | G 
4 © 1 MAR 194 8 
1 
: T 
\) Vv 
\ | 
\ | 20th March 1941. ' 
| N 
TO-NIGHT - FRIDAY, MARCH 21st - 7 p.m. till Midnight. , 
"MECCA" ALL-BRITAIN JITTERBUG CHAMPIONSHIP - 1941 4 ot 
2 OSES SUE RORSSETE HORE DOSEEESEMON EOD OOO eConeReoe I 
LOCARNO, STREATHAM HILL, S.W. 2 C 
OOO SSSRSESEORSRSES SSSR SE SESS onaes 7 
g 
Dear Mr. H@rrisson, 
This event always shows the swiftest and most dexterous 
: Dancing seen in this country: judging from the preliminary Heats * 
held all over the country, an exceptional "show" can be expected, a 
c 
The Championship is fully described in "Danceland" (p.4) 
enclosed herewith. 2g, 
| ’ 


We do hope you will be able to come along, or send a repres- 
entative: would you kindly ask for the ‘Manager on arrival, taking 
this letter with you. 


Thanking you in anticipation, 


Very truly yours, 


Directors: C. L. Heimann (British, formerly Danish), Byron Davies, Alan B. Fairley, J. Russell Pickering, W.S. Murphy, 
W. P. Harrower, L. Ambridge. 


Licensed Annually by the L.C.C, Member of the Agents Assn. Ltd. al 
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| Locarno. Baster Monday Morning. AH 16 T0.4.39 A 
II G@eMe - Pele 6d ae 
Weath illiant sunshine, very warm, no breeze. 
Obs qd at II.5 and entered ballroom. About 50 present and I3 couples 
on floor a guickstep. #-bande “s 


By II.-3Qhere were about 200 present and for the QS, FT and W some 50 
couples up. Chaps in lounge suits. Only saw 2 in flannels and sports coats. 
Girls in summer frocks or afternoon frocks. 2 children (girls) aged about 
8 each present. Also girl of about I4 with a friend of about I6. 

Obs danced with 6 partners. Results of conversations :- 


R 
7, hk & I 


: 


: 


Parte I. 25, Afternoon frock. . 
"May I tell you a secret? I've never been here before. I come from “astbourne 
This is a lovely place isn't it?" (Dance finishes too soon to continue cons 
versation) 


Partec 30 Black afternoon frock. 
"I got dragged here really. I didn't wa t to come. It's such a lovely day. 
No I don't come here often". 


Part 3. 20 Flowered summer f ock. 
Her first time here. Thinks it is nice and coolin here (Obs thought it very 
hot and so did partner 4 later). Goes dancing a lot, usually to Hammersmith 
WS Palais, Battersea and Chelsea Town Halls. Has come over from N.London for the 
day. Thought it a good idea to dance in the morning, have dinner, and then go 
to a tea dance. Thought that the size of the crowd due to the fact that they 
got 3 hours dancing for 6d. (Actually 24). 


Part.4 4reen 25 Green afternoon wollen: frock. | 
Her first daice since Xmas.Usually sits in the gallery watching the dancing. | 
Says she doesn't do that the whole evening but quite a lot do. She is quite 

CAicontent to sit there about 3 hours. Says that George Colborn is going to 
Jersey for the summer seasome Says she used to go dancing 5 or 6 times weekl 
which probably sickened her. 

p¢,Said she had often seen the Park Parade but had never done it. Thinks it 
will have a run 'like the others, and then die a natural death.They have to 
bring out something new I suppose’. 


Part 5. 25 Flowered frock. 
Agrees with Obs that i is far too nice a day to be daicing really. Says sne 
doesn't come very often - usually on Sat morning when she does. 

Part 6.25 Afternoon frock. | | 
Doesn't agree with 5bs about da cing in the mornings. 'We must do something | 
for a change I suppose' (laughs at him as she says it). Dances 'a lot’. 


By I2 there were at least 250 in the hall and about 60-70 couples up for. ‘*) 
each of t e popular dances. Oo attracted about 25 couples. Obs left at | 
I2.15. Dances had been QS (most) FT (next) W, Blues (I), Tamgo (2), = generé 
Bxecuse me QS. | 

Only 2 couples trucked and they not very well. 
2 bands (changed over at I2. George Colborn and 


Locarno. 7 
Odd dtails of hall. 


ownstairs next to staircase is a cabinet (fireproof) with @6-t0- 48 
ockers. Notice over it "Ladies Handbags. Locket free. Keys can be 


obtained at the desk - deposit 6d". 


Children's corner upstairs over the prof's pen. 
Disney paintings on wall. Models of Disney figures and Disney toySe 
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¢c/450 present at peak time. Hall almost empty at 7.35 when obs entered. Peak 
about 9.45. No counts made. Concentrated on conversations, finding when 
wartners came here, and if possible, where they came from. 
Impressions. Most popular dances quicksteps, foxt’ ots and waltzes. About 
80=- I00 couples up for these. Blues always followed by a foxtrote Only about 


~t bee 
~ 


a 


Vy 


b 


25-30 couples for blues. Ditto for tango. Floor crowd d fmmediately for the P 
popular dances. 

Park Parads not put on till the late part of the evening till ITI.30. 30 coup =h 

bon the floor for this, about half of which did not do it properly. W 

Demonstrations by Pieere and Doris +avelle, who judged the local finals 
for the Blackpool "egtival. 6 couples up for this. Won by I3 (both obs though p 
they deserved it) 

Demonstration by an acrobatic coupie - doing throws and spins. Very little a 
dancing in this. Somersaults with whole body off g ound (this raised applause n 
but not many) 

Pieere and Doris did Tango, Shag, Rumba, a few steps for the ballroom waltz. px 

Two Obs counted 84 couples in the hall as far as could be judged. Probably 
there would be more than that there. This was for chap and girl together - 
and did not include the couples of girls and chaps. - 

Crowd of about “O chaps always standing at the entrance end of the hall.Less’ 
women - about 25 there alwayse o 

Partner Ie id Middle. Afternoon frock. . 

Oe Few here tonight aren't there? 

G. Yese ey ‘De the heate Pp 

O. It is surprisinse - it is usually crowded here. Do you come often. 

Ge. About once 4 week, 

O. I thought I'd seen you here. 

Ge Oh have you? D 

O. Do you like dancing. 

Ge Oh I love it. p 

O. It is surprising the number who come to watch here isn't it? 

Ge Yese They can't like dancing, op they coulcn't d@ lte S 

O. Who's &8 this banc. I've not seen it before. e 

&%. Oh trey came here last week. I don't think much of ite | 

O. Noe Lifeless aren't they? 

G. Yes f 

O. Amazi mie differenee between dancing here and at. private dancese O 

eF Yes 

QO. You see some lovely dancing here don't yous - 

Ge Oh VeSe | 

. {4 

Partner 2e 25 Working. 5'g" Green silk jumer. i 4 

Oomes here on Wednesdavs. Likes ite Obs remarks on the few people here. sh¢ 

savs that it is early vet (time about 8 p.m) Obs dances with her later — 

ad says t at it is filling up now. She says 'Ves, arent you pleased?’ a 


Partnere3 30 M. Afternoon frocke 
Comes here 'cquite a lot'. Obs asks what is the best night. She says any 
Wed. "Don't cpme at the weekends unless you enjoy a crush", 


\ed 2. i ail 


»vocarno. AH Mg 3 Leche 30D 
tra ner 4. 25 M. White evening frocke 
ik . 
mes here 'occasionallv'. Yes she goes dancing a lot. Obs remarks on number 
who watch and she sas that she can't understand it either. Thinks that it 
@s\ its drawbacks at times having to follow a partner but 'you get used to it. 
1T ; 
; Partner 5. 30 Ne 


ip heré. Says they se:.erallhave the name up (in reply to obs question as to 


Vomes here ‘quite a lot'. Likes ite Says they are always changing the bands 
2 Q 
what band it was). 
igh Partner 6. 30 M Afternoon frock and white coatee) 
Comes here twice week. Obs says he can't understand how people can watch the 
dancing. She says 'Why not?I used to quite a lot'. Obs "I suppose you could 
ISG pick up quite a lot of steps that way" Girl "Ves. I suppose so." 


artner 7e™ 25 
y Comes here 'not 4& great lot'. Does she do much dancing - ‘not much'. 


Partner 8.3 M 30 White evening frock. (friend of 4) 

Talks about cabaret. And the competition. Yes they were all very good. “What 
does obs think. She comes ‘a fair amour.t'.She used to come here more but not 
so much now. "I used to practically live here" Obs "Every nicht?" "Oh noe NOt 

so bad as that. But I never missed a Saturday unless I was ill in bed.'" 


ess) 


Partner 9.M 30 Black evening frock. 
Says 'Its nice and cool in here' (Obs tho ght it was exceptionally warm). | 
Comes here once a week.Obs asks what other good places ther are. She sug;est | 
Hammersmith. Has never been there herself. Also thexnght® mentioned Astoria & 
Paramount. 


Partner IO. 306 Black evening frock. 

Comes here every Wed. Says there is usually a bigser crowd here on Wede 
She usually comesswith a crowd but most of them away this week. Thinks it is 
because of Haster; all broke. : 


Obs asks girl for a dancee She shakes her head. He asks another. She leans 
forward aid whispers "I've just refused someone". She then walks to the back 
of the room. 


PartnereII. M 25 Black evening gown. oN | 
51 Tirst time here. likes ite Asks obs if the hall is air conditioned as there 
is a nice atmosphere. Obs remarks on the people watching. She can't understan 


it either. 


Partner I2. W 30 Black frock. 
Comes regularly on Wed. Says the crow not so big as usual. 


| Rnalysise First Time Here.I 
Occasionally 2 (I dances a lot, the other a little) 


Bair amount T 
| Quite a lot re 
: Once a week 4 (2 on Wed) F 


| lwice a week I | | 


SO amare arse tie PPAEt,. dir meanest MINI in Sitar Aastha sally, mir > eo dnebiadtensniaiinbectin tan amaelii : . 


cn i a CO Pee OD ee hos 
Af Atarace § ¥ se a we i sie Kx ” 


ee 


y Ae ee i 
es WAAR as I Sr 
y eee “Ba 


ae ney 

: : ° : eo he “ ao, 
t ry ws , fr ia ‘iy A ‘ . * Wy 5 are Ks 
; ‘ oe ey aye os 


‘ 


ig 3 ari fi £6 Re apreretgiey AE JOY ee Bes ger gy ee “ has ee tm : ; ; : 
je ' er" i a ere 8 SRE PY as way ETA RE i ta RT PPE ER ME eee EPO Ths YET 


fo 


LAL" 


# 


COQ 
CB 4 


Cm. 2 
sic iad ay Bo -o iF i bh k 


ph et ae 2 
— : 4 qe 
oo) erie 


ee Ses a 
7 


ey (412 


Locarno 
ae S.S. 18/4/39. 


3 Ob arrived 7-20 and the waiters were lined up, 8 on the floor and two, 
“? with 5 waitresses, on the balcony. These were being inspected by the 

head waitere \}¢ 

After counts Ob saw a girl whom he had seen at the Locarno previosl 

and had two dances with her, previous to which he had had two other 

dances with her.Ob askec her to sit with him for the cabaret , which 

she dide Ob was allowed to enter the prelimigary stages of petting, 

arm round shoulders, hands held, though he had only Kgewn her for about 

+ hour and at the dance after the cabaret which Ob and girl sat up to 

SS the encore, she said " Shall we have this one ? ", giving Ob the 

impression that she was slightly embarressed and did not want her mete 

to see her. After this dance the next one was sat out at a table at the 

baek and Ob told her that he was here for the purpose of writing a book 

and was pricing the cost of dressese She told Ob that her dress cost her 

Prod5/i1 being an afternoon dress, black with pleats and white collar. 

Told Ob also that her shoes cost her 10/11 and that she did not buy r 
stockings specially for dancing, said " Some of the girld if they have a 
ben Short dress sometime buys new stockings and if they have a long tress 

put any old pair on ". Girl was a blonde and worked in an officee At the 
commencement of the next dance said to Ob " My friend was expecting a 
billous attack ahd if you will excuse me I wili go over to her ", she 
went over and did not come backe 
Ob counted 280 peoplle on the balcony at 11-0. 

Q = Quickstep, F - Foxtrob, T - Tango, W - Waltz, 
The dances throughou™ the evening were ;: 


Fy W-T-Q-F-Q-W-Q-T- Q €évocalist) - F (vocalist) - 


Q (vocalist) - W - Q - Blues - F - Q =- Carioca - W - Q (vocalists, 3 men, 


lady, excuse me , 4 encores ) Park Parade at 9-40, 32 couples - F = 


BIAS 
Blues - W- F= Q@- T = Cabaret - Q@ = F= Q = Old fashioned waltz = W 


4 Piven ce 


F -nT e@ Q - National Anthem. 


Total Dances 36, 
Quicksteps 13. 


Foxtrots S85 
Waltz's Ce 
Tangos Ae 
Blues Ze 


One each of Carioca - Park Parade - Cabaret - Old, fash, Waltze 
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LOacrno. AH 112 T9.4439 
Usherette-Receptionist. 


Aged about 222. Stands at bottom of the stairs leading to the ball- 

oom.Obs opens conversation with a remark about the band. Then asks her 
by she does down there 

11 I'm the receptionist. When people have booked tables I conduct 

them to them when they arrive. I've been here a year now, and have 
worked my way up. I suppose I'm as far up as you will get in this job." 
ohe starts swaying to the music. "Vish I could have a dance". 
Obs "Yes it is too bad isn't it. Well I suppose you have your fling at 
the staff dance". 
G "Fu nny you should mention that. I did have a fling at the staff 
dance. I heard about it for a week after. Patrons came in and pointed 
at me" She gives a mock gesture of reproach. "I spent a good bit of my 
time in the bar too". She laughs "But why not. It is the only chance we 
get to lave a fling" 

Obs "Sure. You enjoy yourself." 
G "Have you seen"the Four Feathers"?" 
Obs "At the (deom, Leicester Square, isn't iL?" 

"Yes. Oh it's marvellous. That's how I spend my spare time. I saw 

it this after noon." | 
Gbs "Oh your day off. “et a day a week don't you?" 


G "No a dav and a half. I get all Tuesday, and Wednesday afternoon". 
Obs "Pity they come together." 


G “Oh I don't know. It makes a nice break. And you start work again 
in the middle of the week." 

Obs "Yell yes. I suppose it is all right." 

G "I would like Tuesday eveming instead of the afternoon off, but I 
can't have it so there you are." | 

Chaperlin passes and looks up significantly as he does so.There s a smyj 

small light out. Girl looks at him and grins 

G "Ves. I know. A light out. It was all right when I left it some 

time ago." 

C. smiles and goes on. 

G "Oh. I've just remembered. I've got a message to deliver. I'd for 

gotten all about it. Excuse me will you?" She rus up the stairs. 
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Clothing Locarnoe 
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SELF COLO 


T9.4.39 


| 


Afternoon Frocks. Evening l'rocks. 
Blonde. Srunette. Blonde Brunette 
BLACK. 5 Il BLACK I Ei 
MAROON - ‘7 MAR 200] - 3 
GREEN 2 o GRE N 2 5 
PINK 2 2 PINK 2 2 
YELLOW - 1 
GRE oY - L 
LA TH ri I 
WHITE - ~ WHITE I 3 
CREAM (Off white) 2 3 
BLUE a 4. 
REI - 3 ‘ 
PETUNIA L I 
SELF COLOUR WITH COLLAR OF «OTH. COLOUR. 
stoma rocks 
Frock Collar Blonde Brunette 
WLAROON WHITE - 3 
PLUM AITE - 2 
BL \CK WHITE = 2 
GRIN WHITE - L 
BLUE HITS I - 
SELF COLOUR WITH EDGING OR SMALL =[MBROIDZRY IN ANOTHER COLOUR. 
Afternoon Frocks. Byening Frocks 
Frock Rdoging Blonde Brunette. "rock Hdge Blonde Brunet 
NAVY WHITE L 
BLACK . RE. 5 
BLACK SOL 2 I BLACK GOLD _ L 


BLACK ‘HITE I 
‘ Fo LORS Bt © be dead 


FROCKS WITH COATES AS PART OF ENSEMBLE 

Afternoon Frock cs Evening rocks 
Frock Coatee Blonde Brunette Frock Coatee Blonde Brunette 
BLAC K LOW oe l - t BLACK FLOWER ED ~ 


BLACK - 
GOLD 
RL PES 


BLACK I A BLACK 
BLACK 


BLACK DLT 


HH 
PHHH 


GREEN GRIESN - I 

RED RED - L 

FLOWEIZED FLOWERED | " RED STRIPED - 
Black Gav) (Glace (Sase) iss, PINK 


PINK 
PINK 
BROWN 
BLUE 
YELLOW 


SILVER 
MAROON 

GOLD 

BLACK 
GREEN = 


I 
BLACK ‘ 
1 
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Clothing. Locarno Al 
JUMPER AND SKIRT 

Jumper Skirt Blonde 
WHITE BLACK I 
WHITE GREY = 
BROWN BROWN - 
YELLOW BROWN - 
STRIPED BROWN CHECK I 
MUSTARD BRON I 
STRIPES BLACK - 
BLACK RED - 
PINK BLACK I 
STRIPES GREY I 
GREY FLOWERED - 
FLOWERED ENSEMBLE. 


BASE COLOUR Blonde Brunette 
Afternoon Frocks 
BL&CK BASS 
-LUS BASS 
GREE aN BASE > 


a a 


YELLOW BASE 


Mi mw 
WH W © 


MISCELLAN=ZOUS 
ee ornaes 
Slip, like 


ym slip, with blouse 


Slip Blouse Blonde Brunette 
BLACK WHITE - I 


Cheek Frock 
Frock Blonde Brunette 
Pink I - 


Brunette 


Evening Frocks 
Base Colour Blonde Brunette 
BLACK B BASE - 2 
BLUE B ASE — 2 
YELLOW BASE _ L 
iV ening 
Coatée anc Skirt Blonde Brunette 
WHITE LACS BLACK L - 
FLOVERED WHITE L - 


WHITH GOWN WITH SILVER “cMBROIDSRY 


Gown Blonde Brunette 
White andSilver - T 
Shadec Colour 

Gown 

SHAD D PINK/RED - T 
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_ Locarno A.H. ao. ¥ 23.42.39 


This is pecial night - 7.30 to I a.m. Demonstration of Yam. 
Observor\entered about 8 p.m. ‘old girl at door that kb was st of Mr. 
Chaperlin. She called over Assistant Manager and he passed Obs on to 
3rd. wrty who took him to cloak-room. Obs coat hung free in consequence 
Washed and tidied up. One idea in gents lavatory is a free razor. Ome 
may have the use of razor, which is kept in a sterilising cupboard 
(steam heated), free. Also shoes shined free. Paper cups kept in glass 
tube-like container and may te extracted free from the bottom to use 
when drinking water. Also brushes and comb provided. 


Entered ballroom. About 6 =- 700 present on rough estimate. Dancing in 
FA cull swing end on floor about 2600 couplse (maybe more). Went over to 
professional pen. All the usual crowd there plus a man pro Obs hadn't 
seen te fore.Ye was about 30, about 5'9", fair hair. Talked to Cyril an 
Le:lie minly. Cyril said he didn't know tie Yam and that the others 
didn't either. This brought forth cries from Leslie whp apealed to tle 
others to corroborate his statement that they did know it. 


: Seotch chap asked Obs if he knew Park Parade. Said he knew it a little. 

Pqo Wynne said of course he knew it. That kb had @nceed it with her. Smiled (| 
across at Obs. 

Leslie started off about the onditions pf work Pointed to the chap Obs: 

hadn't seen and siad to Obs. "Guess ha much his suit cost". Then 

looked d@ver at him and said "Tell him how much your suit cast". 
"Fifteen guineas" he replied. Then Cecil chimed in. "Mine cost I4", 

Then Leg’lie "This cost IO". 


ewed talk about Pa’k Parade. Cyril surprised when Obs told him that 
e had seen it advertised on the buses that day. He hadn't seen it. 
Leslie knew of it. Also Cecil. 


Two Bands here tonight were George Colburn and Chigk Wilms. They were 
both very similar in style of playing, Colburn being the better in Obs 
opinion. 


Cyril said to Obs that it would be better if he had a walk round as 
Chaperlin wouldn't like him to be standing there too long. Said he 
wouldn't say anythin: to Obs but would take it out of them afterwards. 
Obs went off at this. STrolled slowly round the room and sat down on 
seat near one of the pillars which support the balcony. 

Watched the crowd dancing. Sample count of the first people who came 
along showed that out of 33 women counted I9 had evening frocks. The 
rest in afternoon frocks. 


Interesting to watch the dancing styles. A quickstep was in progress. 
About 250 couples on the floor - land playing fairly hot rhythm, 
There is a great variety of steps. Everyone seems to base their quick- 
step on the quarter turn. In this dance noticed two couples whdéch 
indulged in hot-rhythm - man_and woman breaking away from each other an 
doing sort of tryuckin' cum Sharleston.. Several indulged in truckin', 
the man keeing one arm round the girls waist, or else merely retaining | 
4 the formal hold in a loose fashion, both fac the direction of dancee Jf 
...... This truc§in' characterised by the rather loose swinging of the legs 
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Locarno. Yam Night. AH. L $ 23-2239 


Tango brings far fewer couples on the floor. When this is played time 
them as they go on. First couple 2 secs. 5 in IO secs. 160 in I7 secs. 
I8 in 30 secs. About 40 couples in all. Standard of daccing high and 

e all have different forms of tie dance. 

For Blues, which is played to very slow time , the main step danc 4 by 
majority is etepysstep;pause. This repeated 2 or 3 times. Then 4 slow 
side chasses. (Some do 3 quick side chasses in addition). Thisis all 
many did. Noticed that those who did the more complicated steps all 
aid double time. Double time even more common in the foxtrot. 


Obs Own Dances. 


Parther I. ¢ 25. Maroon afternoon frock, woollen material. 5'52 dark. 
(46 Middle class. 
png as 
Judged she would be good dancer and thought she looke dwery attractive 
too. Wasn't disappointed. Started by asking her if she would have dancé. 
She smiled, walked on to floor and stood with back facing line of dance 
) Opened conversation by remarking on the size of the crowd there. She 
Gujasreed. Wasn't it a lovely place? Yes it was. Was Alan Green here 
tonight?(K ew he wasn't but thought Might ind how otten she came). He 
had been here a couple of weeks back. Oh had he? (She didn't appear to 
know who Obs talking about). Said she hadn't been here for nearly a ye 
yeare 


Enjoyed this. Seemed to get on well. How grand after weeks of old-time 
dancing. 


Partner 2. c 25. Striped silk afternoon frock. Yak 5'5" Middle class, 


Slow Fortrot. 

Also judged she would be good. Seemed to be a friend of No I. Sat by & 
her a lot that evening anyway. 

She too came up to expegtations as a dancer. Usual commencement with 
conversation on crowd etc. 

Said she came from Croydon. It was her first visit here.’ When Obs 
mentioned te Lido she didn't seem to kuow what he meant. 

Asked her if she liked dancing. "Yes but I've no-one to go with. “ondon . 
is such a big place to be in without friends. I come from Kent actually: 


Partner 3. ¢ 20 Evening frock. 5'5" Middle class. 


Waltze 


Seemed to come here regularly by her remarks. Asked Obs if he had beem 
to the Hammersmith Palais. 


Partner 4. ¢ 20 Evening gown. 5'3" Wor}i.g.. 


Foxtrote 
a Didn't exchange word whole dance. Obs couldn't get into her style and 
a she resisted leadership. Wanted to dance at double time. Obs wasn't 
a ed into complete silence, minimised the trippings- 
* § #£.Up as much as possible and waited for it to finish. At end she walked 
ae ff without a word. 
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Partner 5. Black afternoon f’ock woolleh material. 5'5" Middle class 


Waltz 
Looked as though she would, -e good dancer but turned out to be very xi 
lifeless. Talked about crowd a.d wat a nice place it was. 


Redance d with Partner I. 


Waltz. Talked about the compet&tion which had just takeh place (see 
below). Both amused at 37. She liked 29 and 30 . Said it was hard to 
choose between the four best ones really. Oba agreed. Said he was 
trying to think of a very nice step -e had seen in the waltz. She 
suggested one and started to show him but unfortuiately the dance ende | 
in the middle of the lesson. Obs- said he had enjoyed it very much. “he | 
BSTECEC « 


CuyCompetition. Quickstep competétion. Judges M. Pierre and Doris Laval, 

i! 
7 couples entered. Assistant manager announced it from the mike. Ch 
erlin aid Bill sta at a table watching. Judges we:.t in middle of floor 
All men competitors wore evning dress. All very good in Obs whinion 
with exception of one couple (37§. Girl inclined to stouness ('lumpy') 
and man dressed in old fashioned tiarrow evening trousers. He was about 
30 and girl ditto. Man height ec 5'&%0" girl 5'6". They did nothing but 
srakiht promenading and quarter turns - stuff anyone could do. Not even 
verg good at that. Remarks from people rouz:d about."Fancy going on lik: 
that? "Look at them", "Look at 37" etc. 
After dancing for about 3 mins the musiv was stopped and the couples | 
went off the floor. 27,28,29, and 30 recalled. They danced round the | 
ascere who looked intently. at tach couple for about 30 secs. Then the 
music stopped and te couples went, off the floor. Results announced 
amid loud clappin and the chosen couples came up (29,28 for the final 
27.30 for the semi-final) and each shook hands with the judges and 
received cards. 


Be a A EO ON a ee — 
a 


Demonstraionse 


Li> Two demonstrations by Pierre and Doris Laval. Their first consisted of 
tango, carioca, and rumba. Bursts of clapping when they did any very 
complicated steps. Clapping for nearly 2 mins at end. 

Aftercfew more ordinary dances they appeared again. This time they did 
the Yam. Pierre gave the announcement speaking with a “oreign accent. \ 
Mentione d the film 'Carefree' and proceeded to tell where the Yam fit : 
ted in the story. Remark near Obs "Get on with the dance and don't het 
bother about the talk". ey 

sf The Yam a ‘hot' number. Much breaking away and solo work by both.The 
effect of the twinkling feet was to give impression that they never 

touched the ground. As before loud applause at the complicated steps. 

At one point Doris started hip swingi.g. This brought not only clappin 

but some cheers as well. Then Pierre held her under the chin while she 

danced round him. She followed by putting her index finger in the middle 
of pee gtettly bald head while he danced round her, This brought more 
| 
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They danced this for over 3 minutes. Loud applause at end for 2 mins, 

Then assistant manager went to mike and asked public to come on floor 

and 'Yam'. Band struck up and no-one came. For 3 mins band played to 

empty floor. Ass Man at mike again 'Come on everybody. Don't let M. 

Pierre and Doris Laval think you can't take it! Band struck up again, 

Played for minute then 7 of the pros appeared on the floor. Loud 

couple 

) applause. Them followed by twe-mere eouptess another couple of prose 

| They indulged in yamming with gusto. Feet off the ground nearly the 
whole time - looked as though they were floating in mid air. ights 
out and limes focussed on them - first on one then the other. Whem 
they did good step’ more applause. Then one couple f:om the public 

appeared and also did yam. These 3 couples the only ones to get up 

| for it. But in the next quickstep which followed when ordinary 

| dancing resumed Obs noticed about IO couplse doing a sort of bastard 

yam - not so complicatec but with plenty of foot twinkling. 

Obs saw Chraperlin and observed to him that the Yam had been a flop. 

He replied 

"Yes I wish I had been at the mike. I could kick myself for not ltsving 

taken it. You can make them do anything if you get them the right way. 


And did you notice that as soon as the quickstep was palyed they all s 
started doing it?" 


$26 Big Apple put on but Obs was then talking to Chaperlin and didn't see 

| much of it. About I50 in the middle of the floor doing different 
contortions to the direction of one of the band who stood in the middl’ 
of the circle they nmad around him. 


Hs0oThen Heimann Medley after a few more ballroom dances. i | 
First Batzets-Gitde.St Bernard Waltz with lights dimmed. About 60 couples | 
up for this. Followed by the Palais Glide and number swelled to I50 
couples. Then Lambeth Walk. Obs impressed by the spirit put into it 
and it is the first time he has seen it done in a manner which hag 

Q9¢ attracted him. The chap who had ked the Big Apple (crooner of George 

! Colburn) sheuted-te directed them. “Anyone can do the Lambeth Walk, 

but can you do it backwards?" They did, with much laughter. 

"Now slow motion". Again immediate response. Band suddenly speeded up 
and dance finished in wild gallop. - ) 
Finally the Chestnut Tree. Couples tended to skip wildy round in the 
I,2,3 hop bit. Again this immense amount of energy and spirit. Obs fel 
iike joining in but hadn't a partner and didn't see any about he would. 
like to ask. 

This didn't bring the crowds that the ordinary straight ballroom dance 

does but it attracted I50 couples all of whom put an immense amou.:t of 

energy into their romping. 


Time now II.30. Decided not to stay till end and left. Stiil about 700 
or more there when left. 
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Locarno, Dresses 


Afternoon Frocks, etc. 


| 7 
Individuals 
SELF=-COLOUR Shoes 
. Silver 
Pink Black 
Salmon " 
Blue " 
Two=-Colour 
Black/White Black 
ve " Silver 
tt /Green Black 


n Red belt Gold 
tt /Flaeal top Black 
it /Rec collar Black 
Pink afternoon 
white lace edge Black 
Green/Red belt White 


Jumper and Skirt. 


Jumper Skirt 
Green Black 
Flowere: Brown 
White Flowered 


Th jom-Piece 


Blonde Brunette 
30:30:30: 50 


Shoes 
Black 25.20 


Brown 


ZO 
30-6 
30 
30 


30325 
30:30 
25 
25 
30 
30 


2 
ZO 


Blonde 


Brunette 


25 
ao 


Grey with flowerec blue jumper. Black shows Blonde 25 


21.4239 


- 
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BLACK BLACK 65 60:30 30:30 
tt GOLD 6e - 
it SILVER - ~ A5. 
GREEN SILVER - - 30330 
GOL” - - 40. 
BLUE SILVER - oe 30335 
BLACK as -_ 30. 
PEACH SILVER - - 55 
? - o5 30 
Pearl Grey SILVER 66 - - 
RED GOLD - . 25 
OF T-WHITE GOLD - 30 ~ 
WHITE SILVER - 35 30 
2-Colour. CiLVER " 25 - 
| BLACK A “ND GREE BLACK - ZO - 
| BLACK ANDWHITE GOLD - - 30 
| BLACK/FLOWEPED TOP SILVER = - 35 
BLAC /GOLD SHOULDER STRA?S BLACK - 2 - 
WHITE/CRIMSON BLACK - 30 - 


| et 
| satis . | 
© Lodern Dresses AH Even 4 oT .4.239 
pit a7 123 
ee a | 
Pipa frocks. Individuals. ; 
Shoes White Blonde Brunette 


30:30:36 


Miscellaneous 
FLORAL EVENING PINK/GRESN BASE 


aed he Oe bya 
- ean 


30 


es 35 
VTL i fy BASE a 
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Locarno. Dresses Evening AH 2le%e39 
SIMILAR GROUPS : 
} es 4 
Afternoon Ev ening 
, "rock Shoes Ble Bre Frock Shoes W BL. Bre 
1 Blaek Gold 30 
i" Black 30 
Ze Black Gold A5 
Black/Crimson Crimson 30 
Se Waite Vhite 30 
Off-white ne 30 
A, Black spotted Black 65. 
RBlack Gold 35 
5, Black Black 30% Black Rlack 45 
6. Pink Conk 25 Soa 
Reda Gold 25 
wy, Rlack Black 30 
2B Llaék " 20 
Be Pink Silver 25 
" Gold 25 
or Black ' Gold 30 
Black/Green i" 30 
Petunia n 30 
Petunia Black 40 


- —_— —< 
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Locarng Dresses Ev ening AH tL 2% oles e39 
Groups ; sa Dissimilar "rocks 
Afternoon Frocks Evening Frocks 
Frock Shoes Ble Bre Frock Shoes 7Bi. Eee 
Le Pale Grey Black 35 
Black Gold oo 
Slack Black 35 
SeBlack Skirt. Ree-é4 
Rec jumper Gold 30 Black Gold 45 - 
3.Black/Red Black 30 
Black it 25 
“. Pink White 3D 
Flowerec white Gold 30 
5.Gareen/Silver Coatee 
Shoes Silver 35 
Black/Tlowered 
caatee Silver 30 
Oe BlackFloral Silver 35 
Blue Gold 30 
White floral7Z i" 30 
oe Black floral Black 4.0 
Silver Silver “An @) 
Se Floral striped Black 30 
Black Silver 30 
9. Striped Black 30 
Pink nN 30 
lO. Black Black 30 
Black Silver x bs 
Dink Silver 30 
Ei. Black/Rec belt Black 20 
Pink floral Gold 30 


Riaex 


ct A 8 


Undoubtedly the first point that strikes home is the ukztar 
fncongruity of the hall. The architecture of the hall ié pessibly 
even above average and very well suited to serve its purpose yet 
it has to be ruined by hanging lanterns and vulgar red lamps. The 
backcloth to the band was very passable but andther with no virt- 
ves at all was superimposed. The carpet,if gaudy,at any rate gave 
the impression of richness and opulence;yet the lino that surrounded 
it looked cheap and nasty. The tables downstairs were decently 
covered and the chairs comfortable and pleasant; yet upstairs the 
place far more resembled Lyons..At least one of the waiters res- 
embled the obsequious head waiter at a London club;yet most of the 
waitresses were familiar. Some of the dancers @& agy rate looked 
“young and innocent";yet others looked coarse,and one or two even 
debauched. 

The next point that struck me was the usuad one that nine out 
of ten people look bored when dancing. I had suspected this only 
to be the case where people had gone to parties and had had to 
dahce when they got there but all at the Locarno had presumably 
gone there with the express purpose of dancing and I was surprised 
to discover the usual expression. Perhaps it is merely concentr- 
ation. 

Then,coming from thiddle class society, I was surprised at the 
amount of open intimacy,the numbers of arms round shoulders and 
the number of people holding hands quite apenly. I was surprised 
at the number of people in the gallery,many of them never moving 
and considering it a perfectly gooievening's entertainment to 


watch others dancing. At least one person that I noticed was just 
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sitting in the gallery on his own not even bothering to look 


at the dancing at all. And I was interested too in #& the number 
of women smoking which was far above the average. 
Finally two questions that flitted into my mind. Was the 
hand rail greasy because it had been improperly cleaned or because 
a hundred sweaty hands had held it? And was it mmerely an accident 
that the girls at the top of the stairs always succeeded in touching 


your hands when they gave you a ticket? 


LOCArlid.e AH Sater eS e839 | 
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Impressionse 
“iret Llupression was the different type of crowd from the weeke Marked 


preponderanes of working class, and also there was a greater tendency 
for groupingse Obs arrived 2t 8620 and the hall was then <uiz fairly: 
full (ce 350 present). At peak time there were about 67.0 in the ball- 
room and about 300 in the balcony. For the popular dances - wiatz and 
gulekstep - there were some 200-230 couples up. For foxtrots about I50 
couples, and tangos even raised ahout 80 couples. | 
Standard of dancing noticeably poorer than in the week. This not to be 
accounted for by the crowd, for the style was bad in Many cases. 

Giris frocks showed a majority of afternoon frocks. 

Clapping creater tnanuin the week. Clapping @ the end even greater than 
for the first dance (in the week usually about é of the dancers clap the 
first dance and hardly any clap @ the ned). 

Noticed 6 chaps in dinner suits and one in evenin: dress. Nest in lounge 
sults or flannuels - mainly lounge suits. Ore in plus fourse 

Azes shoved greater range than in the week. One couple of about 65 each 
were da cing very badly to a slow foxtrot. The men seemed to ave greate 
ace vars: than the girls. Would say that average ave in the week for giz 


s about £5 but tonight there were several of under I8 and many of @ 20, 


One girl of about Ie@ was dancing on the floor with chaps of about 25 = 


~~ —o —€ ~~ a. . 
Memo ers Of Ba Party. 
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Cabaret. 
4 


This a chap of T9 doing jugcling. Obs thought hin very gooc. Did some 
excelient balancing feats - with rubber balis on the em or eticka. Did 
one with hoop spinning on one leg, ball spinning on end of a stick with 
another #33 stick in top of it and ® seond bali on this, and jugled 
8 hoops with his hands, whilst standing on one leg on a wire ropes 

This anothcr instance of a cabaret which is divorced from dancing. Obs 
recalled Chaperlin's remarks that he was trying to get cabarets which 
were away from the general run of dancing so that he couid build up his 
pens 
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OBSERVATIONSx 


at the LOCARNO,Streathan. 


* Mov. 434 


LE 8.11.39. 
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locarno. LE 8.11.39 
Dances (Waltz Competition Night) 
Dahce Couples. 
S.F 2 
F 20 
W 25 
4 35 
F 40 
40 
W 50 
@ 50 
S.F. 65 
W 80 
Q 100 
F 100 
Q 110 
F 90 
W 120 
Q 100 
Tango 50 
Q@( Excuse-me ) 120 
(2 encores) 
5 .F. 100 
W 110 
W (Comp. ) 6 
Q 100 
F 100 
Tango 50 
Q 120 
S.F. 100 
Q 120 
W 120 
Q 110 
Blues 30 
Q 110 
Caréoca 30 
Tango 60 
W 90 
A 90 
S.F. 70 
W 70 
Q( Excuse -me ) 70 


F 60 


{50 
feo 
8.20 
8 .45 
9.15 
10.15 
10.50 


Locarno 


LE 8.11.39 


men smoking. 


BMOKING COUNTS IN BALLROOM. 


(all during popular dances) 


8 

16 
19 
17 
15 
ha 


10 


women smoking. 
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OF OCCUPIED TABLES IN BALLROOM. 


atte. 2 ir ae 
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715 
7-45 
8.15 
8.45 
9.15 
10.00 


10.30 


715 
1 45 
8.15 
8.45 
9.15 
10.00 
10.50 


Locavno 
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no LE 8.11.39 
NO. OF PEOPLE IN BALCONY. 


22 men 51 women 
41 65 
61 86 
88 100 
90 95 
84 76 
A’ 55 


NO. OF SOLDIERS7ETC. IN LOTARNO. 


None 
R.A.F. in ballrroom 
R.A.F,2 Naval Officers in ballroom 
R.A.F.,2 Naval Officers in ballroom 
soldiers,2 R.A.F.,” naval officers in ballroom 
soldiers in balcony. 
soldiers,@ R.A.F.,2 Naval officers in ballroom 


soldiers in balcony 
soldiers,l R.A.F. in ballroom. 


LE 6.11 039 


DANCES &T LOCARNO. 


Dance Couples. 


9 
28 


35 


SANYO VO!HMVoOBOVwS 
ry ry 
Co ~] 
Nn O 


ango 45 


yO 
~ 
O 
© 


(secondpart E-M) 100 
(2 encores) 
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mbaCarioca 25 


90 
60 (10.10) 
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AO (10.45) 


LOCARNO. Nov. 6th. '39 LE 


No. of men No. of women No. of soldiers 
Time in gallxery in gallery in hall. 
7.15 12 L7 2s. 
7.50 27 D9 4s. 1R.A.F. 
8.20 64 48 5s. 2R.A.F. 
8.50 93 | 78. 
9.30 98 65 Qs. 
10.05 88 43 As. 
10.45 46 25 2s. IR.A.F. 
$22 utter alec 
¢ 
gouples Dance Couples 
5 q 190 
X49 F| 100 
28 SF 100 
‘ vi 
50 " 90 
50 Q 100 
70 W 1100 
45 Q 120 
55 s 100 
$0 Tango | 
$c ‘sc 
| SF 5 | 70 
F O ai | 25 
Tango > fT | 90 


60 (10.10) i 
0.45) 
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PRESS BULLETIN 
OPENING O F 
De ND OR 42S Sn oT gis fee ae eh. ae” Sa a Re ee ns AweR-O O-8 
LOCARWO DANCE HALL, STREATHALi HILL, LONDON, S.”. 2 
pent, MAX ord - 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

SOVETHING WeW IN SUPER DANCE HALLS. 

The Locarno hes long been recognised as probably the best~equipped 
and most lavishly-decorated Bailroom in the worlc, yielding expensive 
surroundings at the“utmost minimum" of admission price. One would have 
thought that further improvement was unnecessary, even if it wers be- 
lieved to bs possible,~-- but the restless, progressive policy of its 

irectors has ceused it to be, as it were, “pulled to pieces" and to 
be entirely remodelled. 

“ith its spacious Balcony, hoiding anproximately two thousand 
yeople, the Locarno has been something more than a dance hall,-- 
thousands of people every week spnend their leisure in watching the 
ever-moving dancers on 6000 square feet of Parquet... the “amazing 
spectacie of a Nation Fox-Trotting” never tires. 

A VAST STAGE OF aataruieiaes PER? ORMERS 

The Dance Floor has become a vast stage, filled always with people 
who provide their own entertainment, and entertainment for the on~ 
Locker. As ea stage it has now been embellished with the correct sur- 
roundings,=- with a proscenium-fronted Revolving Bandstand; with 
pillars, hangings etc. that give the impression of a great series oF 
"Boxe 3" ; with all the trappings of stagecraft to heighten the enjoy- 
able illusion. Here is “Something New" in Dance Halls, conceived 
on a big, unstinted, magnificent scale,-- it is bound to give Dancing 
an increased status. 

CREATION OF T'v0 MEN “HO "THINK DIFFERENTLY" 

C. L. Heimann (of “Lambeth “elk" and "Chestnut Tree" fame) and 
Alan B&B. Fairley, Joint Managing Directors of the Locarno are men who 
Stubdoornly do things differently than what might be expected,.-- in 
war=-Time, with its many difficulties and imcreased costs,-=- they have 
carried out this project. It has given employment to some hundreds 
of work-people in a calling that was hard-hit by the “ar (the build- 
ins and decorating trades}; tho work has been done while the word 
lis sleeping, 30 ‘hat there shail be no interruption of the Locarno’s 
"“Twice-Naily-All-the-YEAR-ROUND" sessions. Not one penny of the 
thousands of pouncs that have been expended has gone out of this 
country! 

FAMOUS STAGE "STARS" IN AT: ENDANCE. 

This definite link with Theatreland has led to many "Stars" having 
Mbp bha be to attend, including: .iss Jessie Matthews; Mr. Sonnie Hale; 
oe eer ; “PP. RObert Ashley; Mr. John Penrose; Mr. Barry 


™~ 


- 6 


Luvino; Mr. Hric Maschwitz; Miss Adelsaide Hall; “Mr. Gene Gerrard; 
Mr. Arnold Bell; Miss Joan Matheson; Mr. Edward Cooper; Measrs. 
Al. and Bob Harvey etc. Promises to attend are still coming-in. 


FOUR DESERVING CAUSES TO BE AIDED BY THE THEATRICAL BALL. 
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Dancing has consistently aided the Hospitals etc., but it is 
doubtful if ever befors one event has benefited FOUR FUNDS. A 
percentare of the Takings will be allotted to: THE SOUTH LONDON 
HCSPITAL; THE WEIR HOSPITAL; THE ACTORS! ORPHANAGE; THE VARIETY 
ARTISTES? BENEVOLENT FUND. 


MEMBER OF PARLIAVENT AT INAUGURATION CEREMONY 
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jhe Ball is under the Patronage of the Mayor of Wandsworth, 
Councillor ““. GC. Bonney, J.P., and Mr. David Robertson, M.P. for 
Wandswerth will carry-out the Inauguration, supported by well-known 
L0cal pecple. 


$9 « og-a9- VAT 7 * 
"MEET GREETER PEARL" 


The personal element is ever a big one in Dancing: in no other 
form of amusement does Management meet Patron &s in Dancing. Here, 


too, on this Night, GREETER PEARL will be seen for the first time 
Sherr 


‘'elecoming ‘em in". "Meet Greeter Pearl” is to be the new slogan 
of this great home of Danting. 


mn TT “PF YSTY? CY 
TICKETS 
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Tickets have been sent under separate cover, and we hope that 
alk. will be able to attend,-- please ask for the undersigned on 
arrival. ir. J. Hindile-Briscall and myself iook forward to meeting 
aii our Press friends on this imnortant cccasion. 


ress Representative, 


fe- 
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Oo Dean Street, London, 
G 
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Loacrno School of Dancing. &h. 2148439 


Obs visited here tonight ot give Mids England a copy of the results 
of MO survey there. Reception rather cool. Quimn also there - appar 
ently had private lesson theres 

21 men and 17 women present tonight. 

Obs chatted to Miss Kenyon and Terry and Bettye 

Terry told obs about Santos Casani's visit to learn Boomps~-a-daisy, 
T°rritorial, amd 6T. 

Appears, f rom her accouht, that he has charm. Says that he can't 
keep time. When she suggested doing B-a=D to the music he said he 
couldn't do it to music. She retorted that she couldn't do it with out 
Says he has very bad sight and couldn't read the instructions on the 
sheet music when she suggested that he could easily teach himself the 
thing by taking a copy home. She taught him from the sheet as she 
didn't know ite 

He told herf that he ws going to write a book on these new dances = 
that it would be a great success and would sell in its thoudands. 
Apparently he has no idea of dancing himself - a complete phoney. 
She attributes his success™ito the great scale on which he built his 
enterprises. ‘le had the finest studiod in London and ever: thing on 
lavish scale. She thinks his failure due to aiming too high, 

Relates how amusing he was doing the HT. He wore his monocle whilst 
doing it and she had the greatest ditficulty in keeping a straight 
face whilst teaching him. 

She thinks there are too mmy of these new dances. VYhen obs told her 
he had read and heard that the-e had been 52 new dances in the last 
6 months she was surprised and not inclined to beltéve it. 


Obs asked Miss K whgl they alwa:s played the same few records. She sa 
that it was because some were worn out and because they didn't replac 
any in July or August. They had orders to economise during those mont 
But normally they bought 25/= worth of new records every monthe 


Miss England - looki¢ at the list of reasons for people coming to 
the school - renarked on the very low figure under "inexpensive" and 
added "Aud that's the most important reason believe me", 
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Remarks heard in the Locarno at the foot of the stairs outside 


Locarne 


the bar. 

Man ; Have you met Ka&tk Funf? 
Woman; Oh,Father Funf. 

Man; Have you met Father Funf? 


(Funf,in case you don't know it,is a sepulchral character 
in Tommy Handley's programme “It's That Man Again") 


Man to Woman. eeee ten million people. 


Man to Woman eeee & Little tube of toothpaste so high. 


(Much later) 


Man to Man. 
one. 


(Later) 


Man. George,coming in again? Come on. 


I feel much better now. Come in gand have another 


Locarno 1 ah 4.11.39 


Saturday night. 


Obs arrives 6.15 and waits outside till 6.45 for obs LE. 
At 6.15 there were several people in the foyer and by 6.30 a 
steady stream had sbmrted. 

Obs goes down into the ballroom at about 7 having had te 
wait for Chaperlin till then. 

Below some statistical data. 


Attendances. . Ballroom Balcony. 
6.55 15 tables/,, / 4a ) . 3 
eccupied \ > 
6.57 e 100 22 23 
6.30 e 500 45 67 
8.0 e 700 94 88 
8.5 33 tables (- y ace \ 
UN occupied | 
9.30 e¢ 800 141 #=*115 
Services in Air Force 
attendance 
3 
8.30 6 (b.r) 5 (ballroom) 
3 
bal 
9.3 5 (2 in bale.) 7 (3 in bale) 


9.30 8 (5 in balc) 7 (1 in bale) 


Locarne 2 ah 4.11.39 


List of dances for evening. 


6.30 QS Totals 
Interlude by band 


FT QS: 14 (2 ex-me) 
7.0 (1 ex-me) 


(1 ex-me) 


730 


7 

W 5 

s 4 2 

B 1 

(Ex-me) : 2 


Qs 
W 
QS 
FT 
Qs 
W 
QS 
FT 
Qs 
> 
Q5 
FT 
W 30 dances. 
Qs 


8 .O 
FT 


W (Ex-me)(to paino solo of old favourites) 
Interlude by band 
8,30 Qs 


9.0 C 


10.9 Qs 


Several points emerge :- 

Increase in number of excuse-me dances. Also obs has only 
seen them for QS before. 

Band interludes instead of cabaret. On this Chaperlin said 
to obs "I think you can put this in. The war had put business baek 
20 years. An interlude - no cabaret; and they like it. Funny isn't 
it? And we play a lot of old time tunes too - I don't mean war 


tunes, but tunes that were popular 10 or 15 years agg ," 


we 
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Obs too had noticed the number of tunes revived - Marjy, ete. 
Band interlude included Tipperary, Pack up your troubles, Rule 
Brittania, There'll always be an England. 


"We're going to hang out the washing on thé Siegfried Lire" 

This was played by Teddy Foster's band, and about 4 of the dancers 
started singing it. When he asked them to sing ohly a few more 
joindd in. 


Standards of dancing. 

Obs noticed on visit on Wed. and again tonight that the standard 
seems lower than in peace time. If this judgment is correct it 
suggests an influx of new patrons. 

Popularity of dances. 

Obs also got impression that the faster dances more popular. This 
my be so. Floor flooded immédiately for QS and for W and to lesser 
extent for FT. Only 30 couples up for the Blues, about 20 for the 
Carioca, and 30 for tange. This compares with some 250 couples at 
peak periods for QS and W. 

Cf. Wednesday when obs estimates :- 


Afternoon. ec 70 couples for QS and W. 


e 50 FT 
e 10 Carioca. | 


Evening e 150 Q6 and W 
e 80 FT 


is 
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Both Wednesday and tonight obs noticed change in lighting. 
No longer is room fapkened and lit only with blue lights for Blues 
and Waltzes. Sachts kept same for all dances. Tonight they had 
a change for a W when they flooded the floor in red lights. This 
definitely unusual. Obs mentioned this to Chaperlin who said that 
they still changed the lights as before, and that the electrician 
must be busy. This hardly satisfactory as it occurred on the 3 


sessions obs has been therevthis week. 


Locarno Nresses Ev ening | ee 23 271 04239 
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fternoon Frocks Evening Frocks 
Shoes Biles Be Frock Shoes Bl. 
Black Black - 30 


Pink/coatee Gold 30 
Green Black 30 


Mustard Gold ZO 
Floral Gold 2o 


Pink Black co 
White floral Silver 30 


40 
Striped silver Setver 
Green/Black 
coatee 35 


Petunia Black 
Blue grey " 


Blagk floral Black 65 
Pink Silver 
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Loearno Dresses 
Individuals. 
Self Col Put. 

7 


Afternoon 


COLOUR SHOES BLONDE BRUNET i. 
+2 Black. Black - 253303 203303 30:80:40. 
ve Gold 20 - 
$93_~—s~ Red . 30-6 
ne Brown GO - 
Pink Pink - 30 
- Gold oO - 
it Black - 35 
Purple Black - 203356 
Blue Black - 30-6 
Green Black 39 - 
Petunia Black - 30330 
Mustard Black 20 - 
TVYO COLOURS 
Maroon/Black Belt Black ~ 35. 
Black/white " 25 30 
" /white - 3 
Black/flowered ecg Fawn - 25 
Grey/white Gold - 25 
Green/white Black 20 - 
Navy/white Black - 30 
FLOWERED. By 
Base black Black 20 45335 
“ ° Gold 25 - 
p " (White collar)Black 30 - 
w" white Black - 30335 
it Blue Black - ad 
TWO=<$PI ECE a 
Petunia (% coat) - 
Blue (jumper ditto) 5° 
Heather (yellow j) 40 
Brown (brown j) 35 
Black (pink scaif) 35 
Black 35 
JUMPER & SKIRT 
Jumper Skirt 
Green Black 35 
Black/white 
striped Grey 25 
Striped Gre on 
Biae!Taen gibyrbe 3 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Check Red BrewnA 30 
Stripes 30 
Striped coat;green 
ete 7 os", aumper a dile - 25 
eee, Oo PAA te TOOL. - 35 


blouse 
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Locarn Dresses AH Afternoon 22.4.39 
Individuals 
MISCELLANEOUS (Contd) Shoes Blonde Brunette 
Brown skir®, striped coatee. Black - 25 
Green, flowered stripes Black 25 - 
Striped coatee/black skirt Brown - 25 
GROBPS. SIMILAR 
Frock or costume Shoes Blonde, Brunette. 
TeFlowered (black) Black 25 
i" (blue) " 25 
2.Flowered (black) Black 30 
" (blt@e - white edge) . 30 
3.eBlack 2-piece Gold 25 
it " (silver blouse) Silver 6 
4.Flowered black ~ BLaek 30 
it white tf 25 
5.Green (pk coatee) Black 30 
Green (red belt) it 30 
6e-Black Black 25 
" (pink collar) I 25 
~—* os 
Dissimilar Groups 
TeGreen Black 25 
Pink Gold 25 
2 Green Gold : 25 
Pink " 35 
3.Green Black 25 
Blak Gold 30 
4.Heather 2-piece Black/white 30 
Black striped floral White 39 
5. Flowered blue Black 30 
Pink Black 30 
6. Black “BLack 25 
Blue (black coatee) " 25 
7. Black skirt,flowered j. Black 35 
Mustard " 35 
2. Flowered (black coatee) “G0 1d S80 
Blue Black 25 
Black " 25 
9.Grey 2 piece Pink j Black 20 
1! 


Brown 2 pievce red J 35D 


Locarno & Dresses 


Dissimil 


LO. 


hse 
White ‘skirt, 
Black/white 


ere 


Shoes 
white silk j Silver 
flowered sleeve White 


————_ 


Afterhoon 


Blonde 
25 


I 2 


Brunette 
~ 
Oo} 


P, 
‘26 —~ 6 


39 


¥$ likes Park Parade. She does. She likes the waltz part and the 'jazzy' bit. 


450 present. Cabaret as before. Pierre and Doris not here. 


cac Prine I. Jewesse25 M Pink coattée and skirt. 


ware come here very often."I live quite close and as it was raining I came 
n", | 


Partner 2. W 20 White lace evening gown. | 


woes dancing quite a lot. Doesn't come here very much. Says it B&B warm in 
here e | | 


Partner 3-e Blonde Jewess 25 Afternoon frock. M _ 

Asks obs if he comes here often. Says she doese "Quite a Lot". Says the | 
best nights are Tues and Whurs. It is not so crowded then. Wed it is very 
crowded. She doesn't come any set nights - "just when I feel like it". 


Bag  artner 4s 25 Striped afternoon frock. 

A> Comes here once a fortnight on Thursadys. Lives near heree Goes to Astoria 
,- occasionally. Not many places round here. Thurs. is t e best night. Not many 
here yet though. Been to Hammersmith but didn't like it much. Thought it may 
have been her mood."It depends on how you are doesn't it?" 


Partner 5 W 30 Black evening gown 
Crowd here not what itused to be. Doesn't know how exactly. Partly the 
dGaneing perhaps. No it is not that they are rough neceasarily -she doesn't 
know what it ise She used to come here a lot but not now. Goes"all over the 
palce". Doesn't live round here. Tries ‘all sorts' of places. Tries to go 
everywhere. Goes mainly on Sat now. "It doesn't matter where you go on a Sate 
it is always crowdea’ 


Partner 6. W 25 Evening gown. Tall blonde. Engagement ring. 


Obs asks her when dance is nearly over and she remarks on this. Says thej 
have changed the band;"She used to come here a lot and then got fed u» wit 
it and stayed away a long time. But she has started coming back now. Dances 
quite a lote Not much of a crowd here is there? There are more than this 
usually. Everyone broke she supposes. "I was borrowing b Wednesday". 


Partner 7 W 30 Evening frock - flowers on white ground. 
Used to come here quite a lot but stopped. Comes about once a fortnight now 
Gave up da cing for a time for swimming. When she has a good time at anything 
she takes it up keenly, but one bad night will put her off. Asks obs if he 


She thinks it is the best of them so far. Ha s mote in it than the others. 
BBut I expect we wicl get fed up with it like the others 
(She hums and makes "hatechchacha" noises to the music in between dancing). 


§. 


Partner 8. 25 M Re jumper, bheck skirt. Irish (sounded Freng¢h) 8 
First time here. "The rain drove us in" (is with a friend). es itis az 
place. She hardly ever goes dancins. Apolocises for her danci 
ho es she hasn't trod on Obs toes (she hadn't. Danced fairly we 
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:. faze 
aie SFP% 


Obs asks her if s e is French. She says that that is the third time she h ue : i 


been asked that tonight. tells obs to guess. Not French. He tries Swiss 
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‘ . 
Saattish (thoug:. obviously not). She says no. He gives up and she says she is © 
sh and must try to cure herself of her accent. Is enjoying herself. Obs 
bed es the Park Parade with her (she hasn't seen it before). Later does the 
| eden Medley with her. She kiows only the Lambeth Walk which bBbhe thinks is 
'silly' but good fun. | 


‘ 


me 
_ Partner 9. 20 W. Dirty evening frock.(Obs has seen her at Rye Lane and 
Manor Plate) 
| Obs says he has seen her at Stoes. She says ‘'yes' she goes there . Goes . 
in dancing every nicht in the week. Obs asks here if she doesn't set fed up 
| 


with it. ae seems surprised and says'no! (Later Obs saw her da cing with PO} 
Sammy. She has two da*ces with him. One a tango other a foxtrot). 


: Partner 10. Jewess. 30 W . 

First time here. She usually goes to Hammersmith. They get big crowds there} 
says that it is the sort of place where you can see someone at the beginning 
of the evening and not see them again (because of size of hall) and that the | 
danees are lonzer there. They get the bigsest ¢ owds there on a Wed. She goes) 
‘1a | usually on a Thursday. She can't manage the weekends as she works in a shope 
uly Thursady is her half day.Asks obs what he thinks is the next best thing to | 
MY | dancing. She says Ice Skating. She used to go a lot till she had an ac olden 


Partner II. 80 M. Silk Jumper. 
Comes here on Thurs. Usually much bigger crowd than this here. Has only just 
taken Up dancing. Goes ‘up town' sometimes with 'mum and daddy'. : 


Le Partner I2. 25 M Jumper. - 
: Usually go s dasicing with her brother. Trips once or twice and apologises to 
abe} obs saying that she is used to dacing with her brotier and can't follow 


others easily. Last time she was here was A year before last. Last time she 
was at a dance was in JaNe : 


Partner I3. Jewess 30. | | 
Comes here on Thursdays. Not as big a crowd as at the weekend. She wouldn't 
7S come on a Sunday'not because I'm a snob' but because it's so dull then. The | 
only early night she has is Thurs. 


| Partner I4. Irish W.25 Friend of8 Hl 
says "It is very enjo able here". This is her first time here (see 8). She | 
iad goes 'everywhere'. She likes the floor here. She has been to Hammersmith. Thi 
11ns) is "small" but nice. Yes she has been to Paramou t. That is tny. | 


| Partner I5. 25 M Glasses. Afternoon frock. Sg 
, Not been here for a few months. Used to belong to a good club and did a 
of dancing. She lived at Brighton before. Did Obs know the Regent there? Sh 
}e went there a lote It had a lovely floor. Says that Sherry's is 'the pod Hs 
| of this place' there. The floor space at Sherry's is only. about half of bec 
_,.| She likes dancing. 4 
prxy Analysis. ml 
2 karst Time Here 3 (i goes evrhwere other to Hammersmith) 
= Wot often 5 (one dances lot. One used to come lot.I last time 2 yrs | 
Be for Saat o. I not been for some months). 


[I (no set night 
-_ i hiss 2 aah be ena (tttt) 
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S.S. 18/4/39- 


Dresses Count. 


Ob arrived at 7-20. 


yo 


693 


BLONDES Flowered. _uwite foundation. 
Afternoon. Il. Evening. 2e Flowered blouse, black skirt Il. 


Tlowered, red foundation. 


Evening Le 

“ede 

Afternoa@n. Nile Evening and Be “Se. Nitto. 

Black. 

Afternoon. 8. Evening. 2. Black blouse and White skirt 364 
Afternoon. 4. Evening. 5. Green skirt, black blouse. } 
Slate. 

Costume. tle 

Mauve. 

Evening. tle 

Yellow. 


Evening. le 


Medium Haired 


Blacks 


Afternoone 6. Evening. 5. Black blotise, white skirt. 5-6 
costume, black foundation. 2e 


Blue. 
Costume. Ile 


Flowerece 


Afternoon. 2. Evening. Nil. Flowered Blouse, black skirt. & 
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(By i oe 
S.S. 18/4/39 
Locarno. 


Dresses Counte 


WHite. 
Afternoon. Nile Evening. 2, 
Greene 


Afternoone 2e Bvening 4. Green Blouse, Black Skirt. Ile 


Light Stripec. 


Afternoon. Ile. 

Yellow. 

Evening le 

Rede 

Afternoon Il. Evening. 1. Red Blouse, Black Skirt. Ile 
Brown Blouse, Black Skirt. le 

BRUNETTE. 


Black. 
Afternoone 336 Evening. 15. Black Skirt, White Blouse. 3-6 
Blue. 


Afternoom. 2e 


| Light Stripec. 
Afternoone Se 


Flowerede 


Afternoon. lle Eveninge 4e 


Orang ° 
Afternoon. le Orange Blouse, Black Skirt. l-. 


Mauve e 
Afternoone 5e Myvening « Ge 


ae Oe 


S.S. 18/4/39. 
LOcarnoe 


Dresses Counte 


Afternoone 6 Eveninge 7e 
Rede 

Afternoon. 

Pink. 

Evening’. 

Yellow. 

Evening. 

Evening, Ile 


RED = HAIRED 


Blue, 
Aftéyypon. Evening l. 
Greene 


Green Skirt, Black Blouse. Il. 


No. of Afternoon Dresses. £492.No. of Evening Dresses.62. 


No, Of Blouse and Skirts. 19. Grogs Total. - 173. 


a AH 
Locarno. Sate afternoon. AH Tab 29 .4.39 


Obs arrived at 3.2 and the dance band could already be heard phaying the | 
classical introductory. | 
Have chat with Bath. He wants to know if we ever get any inside informatio: 
about politics on this job. Obs regrets that he doen't. Ask B what he 
thinks of the political situaton and the prsopects of war. Bath says he #hi 
thinks that the prospects are slight. Says that whilst he forme ly ed had! B 
no respevtt for Chamberlains policy he now reckons that he has handied 

things very well. 

Later when obs comes along to use one of the call boxes in the office he 
finds Bath and golborn and the secretary there. George is reading Melody | 
Maker - apparently a copy which the gec. had borrowec from the kiosk girl. 
A4+4+ Use Christian names with each other - George and Freddy - but the see 

c lis B "Mr Bath". He starts tickling her as retaliation for #ke some 

remark she has made. S e complains that he is too rough. B. grins and says| 
he ahs never been accused of that before. | 


Phone box. Nes#y Two public call boxes in Locarno, with wooden arm chair i) 
each and a white dial type combination phone (mouth and earpiece combined) | 
Wsual money box fatte independently of the ffhone. The boxes are pane@@ed | [I 
in oak. @ pad for phone messaces is fitted on each desk. On the wall facin; 
he door é 1 ¢= : 
the do A notice £4 
These are the wall of 
a telephone booth = not 
a school kid's slate. 
Play the Game 
Please don't write 
on our walls. 


Another instance of Locarno provision for patrons id the fkovision of a 
free shoe shine facilities in the lavatory, i addition to thepaper 
drinking cups, and the sterilised shaving kit. ) 


.) 
Cc 


Dancing. 


ee 


Crowd of about 250-300 in’ the ballroom and about half men. Of these there 
vag the usvet noticeable number of elderly men. Married women in evidence. 
Obs saw one sitting next to him-.who at about 4 was met by a soldier in 
uniform She squeezed his hand and appeared to be telling him to be careful 
Late obs saw hhem dancing. Te girl with the child (see Friday aft. rep) 
wag there without child and nodded to obs. She was met b. two chaps and 
they were later joined by another woman - obs could not see whther married 
or note 

2 girls of about I0 were dancing with adults. One was with a girl of 
about IS who startec truckin during the gquicksteps, her girl companion 
joining in also, right hand raised with index finger pointing up. Girl 
looked a good little dancer, and obs 7. had dance with her sistér — ag | 
it transpired who satid she was 9. She had taught her to dance. | 

Obs did little dancing. 
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Docarno. AH 127 2704639 


Took Hugh Clegs along and introduced him to Bath and Chaperlin, in that 
order. Bath looking very cheerful as he came upstairs from the ballroom 
and grinnec at Obs saying "Vell what have you got to tell us. We expect 
something interesting when people like you come in." Obs chats with him 
for a minute and then Chaperlin comes up."Good evening" He grins and says 
"Don't you take any notice of m = I'm only the mareger. The paves don't 
anyway. Would you like a copy of next week's programme?" and with mock 
curtesy he hands obs a copy of throwaway for the next wea. 

He goes off and Bath turns to obs 

"Do you like dirty stories - well not dirty, subtle stories? Did you hear 
about the firm that advertised fa tool cutters, and 40 rabbis a>plied 
for the job?" He grins and goes off. Obs leaves Bugh and returns 4 ter. 


CONVERSATIONS . 


Brunette 35. Black “Zvening, striped coatee. Black shoes. 


Obs mentions conscription and asks if t ey having it. She says they 
are definitetyy. 


Obs "Do you come here a lot?" 


are 


W "No I don't come here much, although I only live a few seconds away, 


Do you?" 

Obs "A fair amount. I suppose vou don't come much because you do live so 
near." 

she laughs and says she supposes So. 

Obs "Do vou do much da cing? 


a 


"Not much. Only when I feel like it." . 


2. Mewess Brunb’tte 40. (Obshas seen herchere for the last 3 weeks) 


Obs "Rathre empty now." 

w "Yell it's rathee early." 

O "Yes; I thought perhaps everybody had been conscriptec ." 

W "Where were you last night? (there had been a rush to enlist on the 

Wednesday evening) 

O "I just forget - Oh no. I was at home reading! It is .oing to mess a lo 
of peoples plans up, this comscription, isn't it?" 

W "Yes. People doing a prenticeships and things like that." 

O "Dosyou know anyone affected?" 

W "Yes, my nephew. He is just 20" 

O "Do yu agree with comscription?" : 

W "Yes. What else can you do? But then it is a long subject md politics | 
is liable to get serious. You don't want to be serious when you are | 
dancing do you?" 


Brwrette SO Biack frock. 


O- *Do* you” Tone Tere” BA Lot?" 
W-U¥es-often" | 
QO udet-meny-here-yet-are~tnerée?' 


4 
Locarno. 
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frock 
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. "Jot many here tonight are there’? 
"No. It is usually fuller th this" 
Do you come here often? 
"Yes, fairly. There's a big dance on at Kennington tonight - the Horns. 
4A cinema Dall. 

O "Oh What is x like. I've never been there." 

' “A bit tough. 

O "What you mean thepeople?" 

|} “Yell they're a dull lot" 

& are): js 

Ye ee Oe ambl¢ rooms and not a dance Hell really. But then they 

have sood dance on there tonight. I was thinking of going there. #ett 

QO "Thank goodness ae mave ciaiged ew of the tunes here tonisht.! 

W "Yes they have haven't they. 1 was hereon Tuesday and you Know they 
played one tone “3 times. They doc ange | : em occasionally. But their 
tangos they'll never change. They've been playing the same ones ever 
since I've been coming here." 

O "And how long.is that?" 


"Oh quite a long time." 


O "What do vou think of this 

W "It is pretty worrying isn't 
O "Do you know anyone who is 

W "No not that I can think of, 
4. Brunette liarried (wedding r 
O "Not so crowded as usual is i 
Y WINOe i! 

O "Do wou come here often?" 

¥ "Yes, but I have been getting 
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ily. You come ere one week 
O "wha t do you thinksabout all 
W "It's worrying isn't #4? And 
doesn't it? 
O "Something tells me the band 
W Yhat makes you think that?! 


O "Oh I have an intuition." 

The band changes 

dance with her and 

W "Well isn't that 
waltz ° 


and t e woman 


the same 
surprising. 
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to ¢ehange" 


laushs in surprise. Later obs had another 


again 
Yith the same partner and the same dance to 
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» BrunebBt ygesPink evening gown 
W "Your hends are warm?" 
O "Yours are cold" 
She laughs 

VY "Well I've only just come in. I couidn't make up my mind earlier. I've 
not Been here for some time. ‘Jhen it's cold you can't nake up your 
mind whether to » out or not can vou? It's all right if vou live near, 

O "I live about 5 minutes away." 

W "Oh that 1s very nice when yo aven't a lonzs journey home,.' 

O ee it is." 

W "Have you been cominghere a long time?! 

O "Well I'veonly been in London 5 months." 

"Oh, do you like it?" 


oO "Yes it's cuite all right" 

W Where do you come from?" 

O "Liverpool" 

"Oh that's ; pretty big place isn't it?" 

OB "Yes. I used to live at Blackheath. But ISve moved near here now. Do you 


live near?" 


i "New Cross. Thatés on the way to Bla& hea 
O "On yes. 1ow it fairly ' ‘ell.There's the eee Cross Palais there isn't 
there?" 


ng 


Yes I was thinking of goings there. They have a dance on Thursdays. But i 

it 1s too near home," 

O "Il went there onee." 

W “Did you iike it?" 

O "Well it turned out to be nainstruction night so it wasN't much fun. 

Oh I didn't know they had them. There is another place in Cueen's Rd. 
where they have instruction nights. You go down some steps to it. They 
have a radiogram. We have a little club at the Plaias." 

O "Do you come here a tote" 

W "Webi not a Lot no. 

They switch on the cies focussed on the crystal. 

O wy like this Ae in ne" 


Y “Ves. Romantic isn! t it?"( he laughs) . 
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a chap of I9 doing jugeling. Obs thought him very good. Did some 


lancing feats - with rubber 


balls on the end of sticks. Did 

ball spinning on end of a stick with 

eond ball on this, and jug led 
one lee on a wire rope. 

a cabaret which is divorced from dancing. ObDs 

that he was trying to get cabarets which 


one leg, 
of it and a s 
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onversations. 
- Brunette, cO Vorking. Black skirt, green striped jumper, black shoes. 
eit is fairly full isn't it? 


GeNothing to what it will be. 
O.Do you come here every Sat. then? 


ee | 

= ° AH T 30 Sat. 29 0% 89 
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O.Do you do much dancing? 

G.eNot much - do you? 

O.Fairly. What do you think of Park Parade? 

GeCan you do it? 

OA bit * 

GeIlt is fairly simple. - 

O.vhat do you think of that sort of dance? 

GeWell I lixe PP. It is a bit of fun. It is much better than those dances 
the LW. and CT. ; 


2. Brunette, 25 Working. Pink evening frock. 


O.it is crowd d isn't it? 

GeYes it is. But it will be more bx the end of the evening won't it? 

O.1 don't know. It is the first time I've been here on a Saturday. 

GeYou're about the fourth who has said that to me. 

O.Oh. Do you «ome every Sat. then? 

GeWeli a good deal yes. I have been doing for the Last couple of months. 
I love dancing. Do you like it? 

O.YeS- 

GeDo you do a lot? 

O.Fairly. Do you? 

G.‘Yell yes. I used to do a lot but I laven't done much lately. 

O.Vhat do you think of dnces lixe the PP? 

GeOh I think it awful. They are aren't they?They're all right for a bit of 
fun, but I like dancing for dancing's sake. Don't you? 

O.YeSe : 

G.(As we nearly collids with another couple) You hace to watch your step 
here. | 


3.Brunette.Workin 25. Black afternoon frock and black shoes. 


O.It is crowd d here isn't it? 

G.Yes. It will be more later. 

O.Oh. It is my first time here on 4 Sat. 

G.Oh is it? 

O.Do you come here a lot? , 

G.Yes. Well not a lot. I prefer the Hammersmith Palais. 

O.Oh yes. I've only been there the once. It is a huge place isn't Zit? 
G.Yes. You do get a bit of room to dance there but you don't here. 
O.Sure. Do you do a lot of dancing? 

G.Well not so much as I used to. You g&@ fed up with a thing don't yous 
O.What do you think of a dance like PP? 

GeWell they're all right for a bit of fun aren't they? 


, c 
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Gonverwations 3 (contd) 
O.Sure. I'm dying to try a step but I haven't the nerve. 
+e-Vhat is it? 
)Obs shows herethe cross over step) 
GOH that isn't a new step. " at's Deen on 4 eS. 
O.-Oh. I've ORLY just learned it. 
¢.Well if you don't know it don't try it on me will yous 
0.0.KeI'1l fear yOu. 
Dance enc sy 
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O.Crowde isn't it? 

Geit is worse than this sometimes. 

O.Do you come here every Sta then? 

Pretty well. . 

O.Nige place isnft it? 

GeYeSe 

O.1t is the best in S.London I think. 

GelF is the best anywhere. I've tried most of the Palais. 

O.-Have you tried Hammersmith? 

a.Ves I donit like i a 

O.Too big? 

GeYeseBven then it's too crowde to dance. 

O.I ve only heen once and it wasn't very crowdedthen. | 

GeWell ISve only been twice. The first time I idin't think much of ite | 
The second tiie Roy “ox was there and I suppose that drew the crowds. | 
These #8 bands always do don't thev? — | 

noted what do you think of PP? Vg 
GeVWell I think it is all right. I like it. It is the same as the others : 
they're silly but you get a bit of fun out of them. 

O.-1t is not so crowdec here in the week, | 

GeOh. I must try it here sometime then. | 

O.Have you got far to come? | 

G.Par-ish, but it is worth it. 
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O.A fair amount you know. “hat do you think of the P'’ 


—~7 


Locarno. . AH p i 30 Sateco edt. 


ay Meattons 


Se BjJonde I6 (Hair dyed) Vorking. Floweredaafternoon frock. BA ck shoes, 

Pc «=6nere Bn't it? 

; isn! 5 At & A 

Q.Is it alwayslike this? 

GeI don't know. I've only been 

O-it is my first time on a Sat. 

Gel prefer Hammersmith. 

O.Vell I've only been there once. 

Felt is very nice. 

Oe-l live just near here. 

G. That is convenient. 

O.What do you think of PP? 

GeOh it's like the Lambeth ialk - daft. Th 
country. When they have a thing they ke 

@sfed up with it. 


here a few times. 


at's the trouble with this 
p imitating it, till you get 


O.Yes. rey kesp churning them out every few months don't they? 
Geres they do, don't they? 
O.1 sents think much of thés band (Deacon's). 


GeVWell it's not bad. I like Oscar Rabin. 
O.Oh yes. ‘te's very nice. 


r~y 


’, Blonde .MeBlack afternoon frock Black shoes. 


O.Crowded? 

3eYes it always is. 

O.Do you come here every Sat then? 

GeNo, but I have been a #ew-ttmess fair amonnt. It is usually c owded. 

«Do you do a lot of dancing then? 

GeNot very much. I generally go upstairs. 

O.I cou dn't do that. I'd wantto be dancing. 

G.eWell yes it does make you feel like that. But my friends don't do much 
so I stay with them. 

O.What do you think of PP? 

G.eVell I think it is very nice. It seems to have everything in it - better 
than the others. 


8. Blonde 20 Working. Black afternoon, white lace coatee, brown bragues. 


O.Crowd -d? 

G.eYes it akways is. 

O.Do you come here often then? 

G.Fairly. Do you? | 
O.Yes fairly. Do you do a lot of dancing? 
GeNot so much. Do you? 


Gi like it. it is better than theothers. There s sonmet ing to it. There | 
is a bit of waltzing, and quickstep - a bit of everything. I don't thi 
I've seen you here before. Do you come bape often’? 


O.Yes fairly. I come on Wed. and Thurs. usually. 
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Locarno. Waiter. LJ bf 44 JA se 29.5.39 


Has been here 3 years. Was hotel waiter. Says ther is a most lively 
change in clientele. 

Has been in business 10 years. 

Goes to Sherry's in summer. 

Also goes to Nottingham and Glasgow, 

Married. 

Better in winter than summer. 

Supervisor - hors 12 - 12. 

Kitchen staff separate from staff which eserves band. Separate staff for 
this. 

Have a staff ball here starting at 12.30 after patrons have left and 
lasting till 5 in morning. 
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Locarno. AH 17.26.39 
Paramount waitresses. (George's sister) AH 


Obs meets her with her boy friend at Locarno. Excuse her ina 
dance. She syas she has left Paramou t now. They wanted her to go 
round carrying bottles of Jaffa Juice and she said thatw asn't whapd 
she was engaged to do. She would lose her customers too while she 
was carrying the stuff round. So they told her to get her cards. 
She was out 3 weeks, but to her surprise got wnemployment money. 
Now works in Marshall and Snelgrove in Oxford St. 
Didn't like hours at Paramout. "You never saw the sgn. You start 
at 1 and don't finish till 12, l, or sometimes 2." 
Said they get 15/9 a week and what they can make. She reckoned to 
make 7/- a day in tips. Some days it would be as high as 1#%/=- on 
others down to 3/-, but averaged the 7/-. Is a good place for tips 


Loves dancing. Now goes every Tuesday to Peckham, and dances here 
L006 


1¢ Lee 
Handsome Territorial. Loearno. AH 17.62.39 
j4 © 


Put on at about 9.55. There were about 650-700 in the ballroom 

and some 500 in the balcony. 

When the dance put on it was demonstrated by Sonny and the girl 
with the umisual hair style, and by Reg and Jessie. They danced 
round. The bass of Hal Deacon's band was dressed in ‘ancy military 
costume and came down off the stand to burlesque round the floor 
with them, returming for the vocals. 

Dance was not put on after. Followed by a waltz and then a q/s. At 
the end of the first tune of the latter they switched ofr on to 
the HT. 

About 300 couples were on the flaor for the g/s and about half of 
these walekd off when the dance was played. They Kept on going off 
for a fall half minute. 

Clapping for 15 secs at the end of the first rendering, and shouts 
of ab "tcore" from about 3 people (? pros). 

Clapping for 20 secs at the end of the 2nd rendering. 

About 10 couples came on the floor for the final rendering but the 
same number also walked off. Claps for 17 secs at the end and again 
about 3 shouted "'core",. Ms 


Obs collected a few opinions:- 
Girl 20 Working class. 


"It's doughy. It's like all those dances. I don't like them. They're 
all right fot a bit of fun I suppose." 


Jitterbug aged about 20. Working. (Girl) 
"It's a bit of fun". 6 


an 


Reg Yarwood. 


"It's quite good isn't it? It's the best of those I think. Has some 
go in it." | ' 
Cyril (pro) | 


"Don't take this as a typical night. It has gone for the first time 
tonight. It has been awful all week." : 


Girl 25. Working. (Regular patron) 
"Hum. Bit silly isn't it." ie 
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Locarmo JA 6.7.39 


Recently observers have noticed a coolness DL 
in the reception given them by the Locarno staff. This impression 
was reinforced this evening by the following experiences:- 

(a) The usherette at the door examined observers card very 
closely. She referred obs. to a short, @pare, bald- 
headed man standing near the door. This man (later 
discovered to be Thorne) took out his glasses to look 
at the card. Obs announced "Mass-Observation", 

On seeing Bath's signature, Thorne Tet obs pass. Next 
the usherette at the head of the stairs took card from 
obs,and told him she would Keep it. Fortunately, 
Thorne hurried up and told her to return card, 

(bd) Inside obs noticed that the waiter whom he had interviee 
on a previous occasion,was now serving the tables near 
the pen. This waiter had previously been chatty with 
Obs,but this evening he seemed determined to ignore 
observer's presence. 

(c) Observer had wished to follow up the fortunes of Dolly, 
one of the pros,but she also refused to acknowledge 
him. (This may have been due to the fact that her 
eyesight is poor,and she really did not recognise him} 


The Lone Wolf On a previous visit obs had noticed a tall,dark, 


lage-mouthed girl,of good deportment,and with hair falling to 

her shoulders,who always seemed to detach herself from the rest 

of the dancers,and stand by herself with her back to the wall 

near the stairs. She was in the same position tonight. Her 

all-white dress of the last occasion she had been seen had been 

exchanged for an all-black one. At first she was chatting to 

another woman -- the first woman with whom she had been seen to 

enter into conversation. She appeared to be middle class,and rl 
about 2&£% 25 years of age. Later she departed with her friend, 

soing upstairs,but later still she returned to her old position 

alone. Durine the rest of the evening (obs left at 10,30) she 

was seen chatting to two different men individually, both of 

whom took her on the floor. Individualised behaviour of thés 

description is unusual in a dance hall; her manner of gazing 

at the ceiling suggests the effect of glamour-glutted Hollywood. < 


Handsome Territorial Obs asked Cyril if it were being danced. 
Cyril replied,"No,it's off". 


Locarno JA 6.7.39 


OLS Overhears 


(a) Two girls (working) and two men (middle) 
G1 Seen Lily ? 
G2 Not since last week. 
Gi Haven't seen her for ages. 
G2 She don't come ‘ere much now. 
(Enter M1) 
G2 Hallo, Felix. 
M1 Hallo,how are you ? 
G2 All right -- how's yourself ? 
Seen Bob ? 
Mi No 
(Enter M2) 
G2 Why, hallo Bob. 
Mi Are you going over my curtains for me ? 
G2 Oh yes,do let me do your curtains for you. 
Mi No fear. That reminds me of a comedian I heard on & 
the wireless in a Variety show. 
(Rest of conversation lost) 


(b) Man (working) to a woman. (Woman inaudible) 
"'Course I was there. Eh ? You weren't there. Eh ? 
‘Course I was there. Eh ? If you weren't going 
to turn up,why didn't you say so ?" 
oor turns away abruptly,and collides with 
obs 


(c) Two men -- the one overheard with an Irish accent. 
LI US j "You ought to go to Ireland. You don't want to go 
to Scotland -- there's no girls there". 


(da) One girl rushes up to another and clutches her round the 
bust, by surprise. 
@Gi  Booo000000 
G2 Oh,don't touch me there. 
< 15 G1 You just come in ? 
G2 Cigarette ? 
Gi Oh, please, Madame. 


(e). Man (25,Middle) signals to a Girl (same age and class) 
: for a dance. They are obviously acquainted. Girl refuses. 
QS He follows, remonstrating. 
Why won't you dance ? 
I can't. 
What do you mean,you can't & 
I just refused that man. : 
Well,what that matter -- it don't mean a thing. 
Of course,I couldn't damce -- don't you understand 
It don't mean a thing,I tell you. 
(Girl goes up to another man,while the other one 
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Locarno JA 6.7.39 


follows her. The second one proceeds to the bar. The girl 
turns to the first man,who is still arguing,and succeeds in 
dragging him off to the bar as well). 
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Follows, 


A --- 5'6",aged 20,white jumper, black skirt, black 
shoes,no stockings --- brunette, 
B --- 5'6", aged 20, flowered dress with white skirt, 


two piece, silver shoes, stockings -- brunette, 
Whe obs first saw them,A & B were dancing 


together. 


3-5 Q5 


Danced together,A baking the man's part. At the 

end of the dance they walked to a table on the right 
hand side of the ballroom,near the pem. A sat dom, 
but the band immediately struck up again. 


»1OrT A rose,and they danced together again. 

3.15 W Danced together 

3.20 T Sat out together in same place 

3.25QS Danced together. Tried a new step together, involving 
a sideways jump. Not very successful. 

3,30FT Sat out -- talking. For a short time A held her arms 
over her head aginst the pillar behind. 

3.35 W Danced together. Entered floor laughing, walked off 
hand in hand, 

3.40QS B invited to dance with (a) --- A remains in her place 
B and (a) chat while they dance. B smiles over his 
shoulder at A,who looks bored,leaning on one elbow. 
At end of dance B returns to A,and (a) returns to 
his seat with another woman close by. 

3.45FT Sit out. 

3.50 T Sit out 

3.55QS Dance together. 

4.0 FT Sit out. 

4.5 QS Dance together. A usually beams happily,while B 
takes things as a matter of course, 

4.19 W Dance together. | 

4.15QS Dance together. 

4.20 T A dances with (b). B sits out,and takes opportunity 
to comb her hair. After dance A returns to B; (b) 
looks at her departing legs and grins. te aia 

4.2598 Sit out. A's arm lies along the back of the double 
chair in which they sit behind B. 

4.30FT Sit out. Waiter comes up, probably in answer to a 


call,and lays something on the table. A stands up, 
opens her bag,takes something out and goes upstairs 
(probably to lavatory). She returns,and at same time 
waiter brings pot of tea,cups and saucers. 

Drink tea at first,then dance together for the latter 
half of the dance. 

Tea 

Dance togetherm 

Sit out 

Put on coats and left the hall. 
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A danced 12 times:- 11 with B (6 Q8,4 W,1 PT) 
1 with (b) (8) 
B danced 12 times:- 11 with A (6 Q8.4 W,1 FT) 


{ with (a) (Qs} 


co counts 


5.25 41 Women 
14 Men 


6 Children (4 in children's corner) 
Total 61 


5.55 19 Women 
13 Men 


6 Children (none in Children's corner) 


Total 38 (Some of these were already in process of 
leaving) 
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Overhears . 


M to W. 

"Went swimming the other day -- with a pal,who's 
a very g00d swimmer. Reminds me of a holiday I had. 
It was ideal for bathing -- a lovely streteh of sand, white 
sand,and 49 or 50 bathers would be considered a good erowd. 
There's 3 or 4 mile streteh. There's a lot of nude 
swimming there. I remember seeing three women, absolutely 
naked,and an artist came along and started to paint them. 
You should have seen them -- all four, sitting on the sands. 
That was in Jersye I used to go around in a@ pair of shorts <- 
nothing else. Once I was changing on the beach, when I 
looked round and found three girls watching me. The food's 
pretty awful -- all greens and salad,with a few crackers 
and biscuits on the table. They speak mostly English, but 
bad English". 


) 

M(holding fountain pen in his hand) Can you write ? 

G What do you mean -- can I write ? | 
(The Cabaret is in progress,and the band is 
playing St Louis Blues) 

La-dee-da-da,The evenin’ sun goes down. 

What a lovely figure. 

She's all bones. 

Well,of course -- she's a dancer. 

Which one do you mean -- the one in the suit ? 

The woman. La-dee-da-da,The evenin' sun goes down. 

(Looking at her nails) Look at 'em -- blood red. 

They're not blood red. (Spreads hand against a 

pillar,so that the light falls on it) 

There you are. I'd hate them blood red. 
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t "First impression was the different type of crowd from the week. Marked 

\. # preponderance of working class, and also there was a greater tendency 
for groupings. Obs arrived at 8.20 and the hall was then #422 fairly 
full (e 350 present). At peak time there were about 6-700 in the ball- | 
room and about 300 in the balcony. For the popular dances. - wlatz and 
guickstep - there were some 200-230 couples up. For foxtrots about I50 
couples, and tangos even raised ahout 80 couples. 

Standard of dancing noticeably poorer than in the week. This not to be 
accounted for by the crowd, for the style was bad in many cases. 

D&O Girls frocks showed a majority of afternoon frocks. 

“See Clapping greater thanin the week. Clapping d@ the end even great er than | 
for the first dance (in the week usually about gq of the dancers clap the 
first dance and hardly any clap & the ned) . 

rea Noticed 6 chaps in dinner suits and one in evenin~ dress. Rest in Lounge 

-23 suits or flannels - mainly lounge suits. One in plus fours. | 
Ages showed greater range than in the week. One couple of about 65 each| 
were dai.cing very badly to a slow foxtrot. The men seemed to ave greate 
aze range than the girls. Would say that average age in the week for gi 
1s about 25 put tonight there were several of under I8 and many of ¢c cOs 
One girl of about Ie was dancing on the floor with chaps of about 25 = | 

members of a “party. 


| 


times of dan 
= boxy Bs Dephes 
Foxtrot. im 55s. 
Te! , 3m 10s. 
: Quickstep Im 50s 
Im 20s 
| 38m 23s (trio cinging) 
l Tango Im 30S Tawse 
16) wal hz Pa "GEG 5 . 
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Alanaac. Shi aT -pnatl : : fn a4 
Classe White even teeth, clear compiexion, fair hair, 

Sin mines ae Tadoh -Ico 
in grey lounge suite Height 5'52 
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are) \ huveiny’s rridey, ans Saturday are the days for the 
big crowdse It is full enough tonig i usually don't come here. 

I dance locally. This is a bit out pis my waye, but tren I come here 
for a c..ange. 


a < 


C where do you come from? 

oJ Bitnam. 

C Oh ves. VYhere is there to go to there? 

a] "The Yorkshire Grey? It is avery nice hall. It 1s about as Dig 
: 
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saturday « hesy have a good band and a nice crowde It is ver} 
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G7.) }O° ible » Of course it is diferent with private dances, but IL 
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nalii and 16+ :1s cne De tl 48 .V78Ty ft eEaSAATe . ey ave cabarets here 


TOO e 
C3 e Do you like cabaret’ Sone people think it wastes time. ‘Yhat do you 
taink? 
Je Well it depends on the preson. Lots of the cabarets they have now | 
are acrébatice and there is ho novelty in that. The novelty has worm 
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King to obs, and missec the next but one] 


“Ty . "] ~ ~ “A o + ‘ o - + 4 : ‘~ a os “Las 4 4. 7 
oft. I would like some classical music as a change, Dut then othens 
AT «ees _ = an “—- i -’ " =n ff a si 4 ; "7 +4 “ "_ wa? —_— 
wouldn! U » Now there are some that are di ssatisfied, iA £ LWAYS 8€ 
. ~Atr noaarn Yn TM, aAtr Arp) —- 7 + “+ i. ; 
ay bi c J tC neecn! bY come ° i11e% Au en! lu LOTrceqd UO S 2 1e Lil 1ere. 
ar - % la * 2 —_ ~ ira TT oe 5 --*. = la <arl % . 7 "i 
hen I come to a da.ce I like to cance from when 1 get in to when ji 
=e W ~e 11+ . 
oe LO OULU e ; 
LI as 2 <a oN ' 
(He stood out dances tal 
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some wouldn't like that. Some like to have a dance a : 
the floor. One has choice in these matters. You needen't go if you 
don't want. | 
I used to be mad on dancing but #he-nevetty—has-vorn-off not so 
much noWe 
QO. Why is thats . 
Je Oh the novelty has worn off now. It is the same with everything, | 
ys The pleasure comes when you are learning. When you have finished -} 
well there ils nothing left. I usec to go to a dancing academyee.-.«) 
( he mentions the name which obs misses). and they had a very nice 
Si little studio. They had a radiogram with Victor Sylvester and simj} 
bands playing in good tempo. I used to enjoy ite The instructor = | 
they had a very good instructor - married one of the League of @ 
Health —_ Beauty principals. Well he left and foundec his own 
schodl. I got tired of the place and got out as soon as I could. 
They wepee e-niee-erewds nice dancers, but it was the same crowd al! 
the time. Then I started going to all sorts of places - differeny | 
ones each time. I have been to some funny places to cance. I used 
to go twice a week -a different place each time. 
I was in Switserland, at Montreux near Lake Geneva. I went to & 
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Locarno. AH cs 32 ceded 


Conversations. 


) dt€fer place called the Paroquet - that is the French for parrot = and 
theye I swear the: floor was no bigger than that platform. the band is 
“et sag There were only 3 couples on the floor at a time. Ever since Ef 


have avoided places called the Paroguet - cafes (pronounced Kaffs) and 


me rrvt 


Way clubs, becasse there I was stung pretty badly. They mad. me buy a bot- 
AY tle of champagne. It was one of the exclusive clubs. 
C4 Then in Paris I went to L'Opera. It is a club where they have onl} 

: classical music. They have Schubert and others Lil ce that. They did a 

2 De tango to Schubert, with only the emphasis missed out. It was very nice. 
Then the Moulin Rouge. That is quite cheape You can have a good night 
there for 3/6. Of course English money goes fairly far there. On my 
holidays I danced every night. a 
I am waiting for a good dancer. That girl there is/very nice dancers 

; That one there in green is too, but she is with some fellows. ixcuse Me 

. I'll o and ask that wench over there." 
(He goes off. Obs did not think him a good dancer. He wes stiff in 

~ movement and held his head back. He also held the girls left arm ata 

-s very awkward and ugly « ingle half way between shoulder and waist level). 
His steps were apparently limited and not very ieatly executed. 
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for about a month. 
here #er-sbext beftere, 
Lis very excited at the prospect. 
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Chaperline 1 Letisoe 


Obs phoned him yesterday at Locarno. He didn't catch name 
for some time and obs had eventually to spell out Mass-Obser- 
vation for him. Then he was very friendly and said come round 
any time. 


Obs called today about 4 pm. and told b- s«scretary that he 


vT 


was over at L carno school. Later messare came thro uh ti at 


“ _ ' ~ a ~ 4 : . 54 ~ a ’ ip _r oad * 
he would be back soon and woule obs mak: him elf at hor 
Gownstalrse 


Obs interviewed him about 5 pm. 


O "How's business?" 
C "Brsiness is fine" 


O "Got a rood crowd here this afternoon," 


C "Yes. Had more sone afternoons. You want to come saturday 
nicht some time. That is the best time. Crowds then. It's 


O "Has the war made any changes in the dances that are popular" 


C "Yell I don't know.. It's got more atmosphere now though. People 


are lookins for atmosphere these days. “’e give them a few 
more old time dances these days, more than we used tO0e 

I had them doing a l-step the other night. You should have 
seen them - making a bloody balls of it all round the room, 
But they enjoyed themselves thouch. 


Yes business is good. And I think more will dance yets 
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Cha»erlin 2 | ah 1.11.39 
' 
They want to do somethi = now. They are in need of something. 
We aren't bothering about any stunts now. They are concerned 
with enjoying themslevs. Bands are “he show today. We are 
putting on a demonstration couple ‘for a week, matinees only. 
Bobbie Israel and Irene Brown - they've turned professional you 
KNOW « , 
No we've given up cabarets. I told the old man that it wasn't 
worth it. No good wasti.¢ money if the people don't appreciate 
it is it? 
No we've closed the Sunday club. They have it still at the 
Royal and Paramount. But it's not worth it ere. You see a lot 
of the people were from long distances away and it's not likely 
they'd turn out in a blackout. 
We still run dance competitions. I'm running onein connection 
heats 

with the Israel/SBrown demonstration - f7/AXs every afternoon in 

at the week and inals on Saturday matinee. 

aa | Of c urse the war affected us. We ad to close down and before 


we re-opened ew lot of the staff had joined various things - 
ambulance units, war reserve police, stretcher bearers, AFS,and 


God knows what. 


I'm running another Memory Lane on Now. 17th. The Handsome “errit=~= 
orial? Oh it's going very well. "eople like the novelty dances 
now. This is the time when they like them you see. 

At a time like this people are not satisfied with watching other 


people do things. They want to join in the fun. 3efore they 


Chaperlin 3 ah 1.11.39 


didn't mind going and watching people fling themselves about on 
the pictures, but now they want to do it.themselves. 


T:7T 


Bxcuse=-me dances are very poet ee now. Ye have more than we 
used to. (That evening obs saw # whilst he was there between 

8 - 10 pm. (may have been more thatsession, as it starts at 
6.30) 

The sight of uniforms gives the hall a different armosphere now 
too. Air Force and Army matniy. 

No this isn't an air raid shelter. But we've got a police station. 
Yes bloody dance hall and police station combined. 

The electrician is our warden. We have our own drill and I've 
got out a plan.(He shows os type written instructions for staff). 
I've worked out some b.ioody sort of system. We have drill every 
Friday and Saturday. 

We've lost a lot f business in oe wy, because people used 

to come from all over the place. Now it .s mainly local. But 

it has brought a Lot of r neople too. The afternoons are 

much busier. Do you know why? I woy~ked it out before we re=- 
opened. There are lots in the police and APS. They have 3 
shifts, nights, early, and late. Well the early is 5 - @ pm. 
Well when a chap finishes he is nt going to go to bed in the 
afternoon - not avoung chap. He goes sonewhere - pictures or 
heree He can even do the evening session if he wants, because 


we finish at 10 and he ean be in bed by 11 at the lateste [ 


knew that wou d bring us a 1° of businesse 


— 


In the evnings they want something to do, and they can get 


Chaperlin A. ah 1.11.39 


- , a oe 


together here. 
Yes, we've lost a lot with cars. There was one couple - fairly 


old, who use to come in from Croydon way én their car. When 


: 
j the war started I expected they would stop. They used to come 
% 3 nights a week. But no, they didn't. They turned up on 
bicycles. I nearly died when I saw them s-id to the woman 
'It must be a long time since you rode one of those?! 
'Indesd it's not' s e said 'I go shopping every day on it.’ 
ne Tie y refuse to give un dancing." 


Obs comments on prizes on desk - cheap cufflinks, etc. 


My, x<rae Hox? - + ay ne + 3 Tay “ae , ee 
"Oh yes. They're for the dance competition. We only get cheap 


~ 


or . 
ones how. See how it goes first." 


Asks obs to come in some Saturday. 
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(2) 
|_Lecarne. 13/4/39 SoS. 


| —fartner 1.- Jewess, middle~class, 20, black af,noon dress 


Likes the hall, “" I dont like the people, pow | are commen ", 
_ Thursday is her favourite night - has been co days for 


about 3 years - Likes the dance halle 


Partner Ze 
Jewess - prob. w-Class ~ 20 = black afynoon dresse 


Says " It gets crushy on Thursdays, doesnt it 7? " Ob says that he 
has not been on Thursdays before - Has been coming on Thursdays 
for 1 year ~- had not been for a month previous to this ~ " The 
lace is not too bad, although the crowd are rather clannish " «= 
ives at Clapham. 


Partner 3. 


Blonde ~ middle class - 30% - blur dress. 


" T generally come here om Tuesday, though there are not as many 
as on Thursday * "I 4 used to nearly live on the doorstep" 
likes the atmosphere of the Locarno - was dissapointed with the 

crowd here to-night , thought that there would be more herée= 
lives in the district, would'nt tell Ob where, 


Partner 4. 


Jewess =~ black dress - old locking, prob. 35. middle 
Gomes once sometines twice a week ~- " I have not been for 
on Thursday, I Peg = | come on Tuesday “* ~ Likes the hail mae 
the dancers - member of the Sunday Club. 


Partner 5. 


Middle-class = blue dress = 30. | 


Has pom ne since yg ene oll ~ an nt been for a bit 
previous to .S t = favo Thursday says that | 
Tuesday is a good night - aske@f liked the place said " Yes, 
I like the » dont you"@bsaid that it was allright. 


Partner 6. 


WyClass - white blouse, black skirt =< 25. 


Said that hall seems a popular place, but had not been for a 
while = Had been coming since last year = sometimes comes édpiéd 
to the Wednesday ee ae gh AR Beg My 
eather aise Says * I ithe the bedi prathen you ? "= Ob 
Sersee righ bee => auasan tay tere she Lived But cbeovan 2aee 


8? 
Locamo SeSe 13/4/39 
Partner ‘7. middle, class = 20 = flowered dress, Gecorated ~- 
asked if she lfked it said " It is the first time I have been 
here as a matter of fact " - likes the dancers from what she | 
saw of bhem and the band, floor etc. — lives round about here. 


middle,class = black dress =< 30 


artuer Se 


had been coming for ' quit a while ' = generally comes on 
Thursday as sheg thinkw it is the most 0 prone night - does'nt 
know why ~ sometimes comes on Tuedday ernoons = thinks that 
the has a real sociable atmosphere , 


Partner 9. 


middle class = 30 =~ white dress, 


has been coming for years to the hala& = only comes on Thursdays 
~ did'nt like it when she first started coming but now likes it 
very mich = likés the atmosphere of the hala. 


Partner 10+ 


25 = middle , class + biack dress, hair, halo type. 


“Says that Thursday is a very popular night = comes here abow 
énce a month on Thursdays, no other day - went to Hammersmith 
Palais a week ago and there were a lot more there than here ~ 
| liked the Lo¢arno ~ came from the West End = had a scent on which 
i smelt like incense » was a rather stiff dancer. 
| ‘ W, class ~ 23 = wool jumper and skirt. (black) 
| Came on Thursdays quite a let and had been coming for a few 
years « went to other dance halls, Hammersmith Palais, 


| Paramount an’ one or two of the smaller ones = lived at Clapham, 
| Liked coming to the Locarno, had a bit of life in it. 


; 
| Partner 12. 
y 


f 


WsCGlass = 35 = blue blouse, black skirt - 


Said that the dancing was rather crushy - said there was a usually 
a big crowd here on Thursdays- likes coming to the Locarno= 

when asked where she came from said " A long way from here, 
Surbiton, have you heard of it ? " 6% saidmthat he had head of 

4t~ = came from Sufbtion just to dance at the hall ~ likes coming to 


places like thi&s~ has been dencing for a few years now for a 
change » 


/ 25 « middle class ~- black dress - 
Said thay there was usually a big crowd here on Thuday and was 
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JeWs 923 Middle Class. White even teeth, clear complexion, a 
glasses, dressec in grey lounge suit. Height 5'52 


Obs Not many here are there? 


Je 


4ONO 
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rseations. 
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Well I don't know. If everyone was on the floor it would whe! Anyway 
it is a Tuesday. You don't get many then you know. Look at the day 
Tuesday? Why ursd , Friday, ans Saturday are the days for the — 
big crowds. It is i enough tonight. I usu don't come heres, . 
I dance locally. This is a bit out of my wayey then I come He 
for a change. ee 
Where do you come from? ae 
Eltham. oS Aa | 
Oh yes. Where is there to go to there? 


as this without a balcony. They have dances there om 
Sat » They have a good band and a nice crowd. It is 
don't usually go to those. I like here for a change. It ." a nice 
hall and it is cheap. It is very pleasaat. They have cabarets here 
Do you like cabaret? Some people think it wastes time. What do - 
think? 

are acrébatic and there is ho novelty in that. The — ely’ has wo sworn 
off. I would like some classical misic as a change 
say that they needn't come. They aren't forced to come in here. 
When I come to a dance I like to dance from when I get in to when I 
(He stood out 2 dances talking to obs, and missed the next but one 
after that - a carioca) 
the floor. One has choice in these matters. You needen't go if you 
don't want. 
much noOWe 
Why is that? 
The pleasure comes when you are learnigg. When you have “ 
well there is nothing left. I used to go to a dancing ar ae 


"The Yorkshire Grey# It is a very nice hall. It is about as bis 
enjoyab ee Of course it is different with private dances 

C00. 

Well it depends on the preson. Lots of the cabarets th 

wouldn't. Now there are some that are dissatisfied, but I always #e: 
I go out. 

Some wouldn't like that. Some like to have a dance and then go off. 
I used to be mad on dancing but *khe-neveiey-has-werm-eff not 80 

Oh the novelty has worn off now. It is the same with ve, finiehed = « 
(he mentions the name which obs misses). and they had a very 


og studio. They had a radiogram with Victor Sylvester and simi 
playing in good tempo. I used to enjoy it. The instructsr =< 
uae had & very go Sed Fo ce, vag married one of the Le 4 of a 
Health and Beauty ty prin 8S. Well he left and foundec own 
schoal. I got tire S Glass and cet ut ue auuk ae T On 
They wepee nies dancers, byt it was the same crowd all 
the time. Then I started going to ali sorts of places = different — 
ones each time. I have been to some funny places to dance. I used | 
to go twice a week -a different place each time. 
I was in Switzerland, at Montreux near Lake Geneva. I went to @ 


ae 4 2 
Locarno. AH 205439 
Conversations. 


é4¢fer place called the Paroquet - that is the French for parrot — and 
there I swear the floor was no bigger than that platform. the band is 
on now. There were only 3 couples on the floor at a time, Ever since I 
have avoided places called the Paroquet - cafes (pronounced Kaffs) and 
clubs, because there I was stung pretty badly. They mad me buy a bot~- 
“tle of champagne. It was one of the exclusive clubs. | 
Then in Paris I went to l*Opera. It is a club where they have only 
classical misic. They have Schubert and others like that. They did a 
tango to Schubert, with only the emphasis missed out. It was very nice. 
Then the Moulin Rouge. That is quite cheap. You can have a good night 
\ there for 3/6. Of course English money goes fairly far there. On my 
holidays I danced every night. a 
Ag I am waiting for a good dancer. That girl there is/very nice dancers 
. That one there in green is too, but she is with some fellows. Excuse me 
I'll o and ask that wench over there." 


(He goes off. Obs did not think him a good dancer. He was stiff in 
movement and held his head back. He also held the girls left arm at a 
very awkward and ugly angle half way between shoulder and waist level). 
His steps were apparently limited and not very neatly executed. 


Locarno. 


Conversations. 


Girl Brunette, 30. No top teeth. 
for about a month. 
befere. 


Going to Paris on Friady. Said she hadn't been here #er-abous 
Feom Paris she will go elsewhere. Says she is very excited at the prospect. 
Thinks the trio are good. 


Girl in black frock. Brunette 30 (regular. Obs Bas interviewed her before) 
Says she thinks the trio “marvellous”. The best she has ever heard. 


Medical stud nt was there again. Said he had been in yesterday and last 


LL’ 


LE 7.11.59 
"Follows" at the Locarno. 
a Brown suit,swarthy complexion,black hair with slight 
sidewhiskers,short and rather stout. 
B. Blue suit,blue tie with pin,glasses,mediam height,heavily 


built,rather fat face with rather red cheeks. 


Oe Private in R.A.,gloves on shoulder,leather belt,black 
Sleek hair,black eyebrows,young tall. 


7.20 F.T. A dances with girl with black hair and brown frock, 
rather short (hereafter (a) ) ,goes back to her seat with 
her and stands talking with his hand on the edge of her 
chair. a introduces A to girl friend,he shakes hands then 
pats a on the shoulder. 

feoo Qi A continues to talk for a while,walks towards the back 
of the hall,then across to the other side where he asks 
a plain girl in black for a dance,and goes round the floor 
with her holding her very distantly. 

B is dancing with a girl in black with blonde hair and 
holding a pink handkerchief. He looks rather worried but 
tries a walk step without disaster 

At end of dance both A and B conduct parties to their 
tables and leave immediately,B to sit in chair at the back 
of the hall,A to take up a position near(a). 

7.45. F.T. A looks round then asks (a)s friend,a girl with a fixed 
smile. He talks and smiles a lot 

B is dancing with a girl in a mulberry frock,young and 

made up. She looks bored and he is concentrating.At end 


of dance he follows partner off at distance then goes back 


to seat at the bac k of the hall 
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LE 7.11.39. 


7.55 Q. A dances with(a) for mama the first dance then takes her 


back to her seat,pushes ker down with his hand,then sits 
down by her side,talks a lot with heads close together. 

B is dancéngg with a plain girl in red not speaking or 
smiling. 

C is with a girl in blue and green,and is quiet. Between 
the two dances,ske points to one of the bottom buttons of 
his tunic and he smiles. At the end of the dance he goes 


off and sits down in a chair near the band 


F.T. A starts immediately with (a) ,and B begins with a girl 


in black frock with ted band. This time he speaks and 


smiles a little. C remains seated on his own. 


A sitd down at end with(a) then beckons waiter,but as 


S.F.T. BEEXNX begins he gets up and dances with (2)s friend,z 


8.15 Q. 


talking volubly the whole time. 

B dances with a girl in filmy yellow evening frock from 
the same table as his previous partner. In the dance he 
knocks against somebody and raises his eyebrows. After the 
dance he follows partner back to seat then goes to his 
usual seat at the back of the hall. 

C. still sits out. 

A is causing great amusement to (a) and (a)s friend and 
continues to sit out with (a) while friend dances. 

B is daneine vith a girl in a multi-coloured frock. At 
end of dance he walks across with her,leaves her without 
a word at her table,mops his brow with a handkerchief, 


and retires to ususla place. 


C. has now moved from seat and stands by entrance. 


Fons Rocome. ~~ LE 7.11.39. 
F.T. A continues to sit out. The tea that he had ordered from 

the waiter has now arrigvd and they sit drinking it,A 
with his arm along the back of the chair. 
B is dancing with a girl who is rather made up and wearing 
a blue evening gown. 
C. looks round and asks nearest girl to dance ;she has 
a bow in her hair and wears a black coatee. at end of 
dance he leaves her and goes back to foot of the stairs. 

8.30 Tango. B leaves partner,sits down,lights cigarette,then 
rises and walks up the stairs and round the balcony 
Sslowly,then downstairs and back to his usual seat. 
C is still standin,A still talking. 

8.35 Excuse-me Quiekstep. A starts off immediately with (a) 
and keeps with her most of the time but towards the 
end is tackled by (a)s friend and finishes with her. 
B carries bight the way through with with the girl in 
black frock,red band,as before. 
C. spends half the first dance still standing on edge, 
then asks girl in black frock and blonde hair for the dance 
Almost immediatelt he is challenged by by a girl in 
glasses and a dull mottled frock and finishes the dance 
with her 

W. A goes back to (a)s table and sits with her through dance 

B is now in ugsmal seat. @ets out a pipe and lights it. 
C has gone back to seat by band. | 

8.45 Q. A leaves(a) with an apology and walks across room to woman 


in black(not the same one as before) and talks to her 


volubly as they dance | 


oO nee ore aga te Rae omen <2 
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8.55 


9.10 
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B puts pipe away in pocket,comes forward quickly,looks round, 
then goes up to girl in black frock and pink handkerchief as 
before and dances with her. At the end of the dance he walks 
back to the table with her,then,leaves her,mops his brow,and 
returns to own seat. 
C leaves seat by band and goes over to vnillar by entance.Then 
he goes to girl in black and green (hereinafter (c) ) whom he 
danced with first of all and dances with her. 
F. A sits’ out and talks to (a)s friend;@a) is dancing with 
someone else. 

B dances with girl in yellow frock as before. After a time 
he begins to talk. Then at end he walks off behind her,and 
goes to his usual place where he murmurs something to the man 


at the other end of it. 


C is standing by the pillar again;he lights cigarette,looks 
at dancers then at personal appearance 
Q. A gets up immediately,pats (a) on shoulder then dances 
with (a)s friend. 

B dances with mulberry frocked girl as before. He tries to 
swing it a little and hits someone;mulberry raises her eyes 
in despair. B begins to talk a little. 

C continues to wander up and down b y the stairs. 
S.F. A sits out flapping himself with the menu card. 

B also sits out,mops his brow with his handkerchief,then 
gets up,wandess about aimlessly for a minute or two then sits 


down again. 


C watches the dancers,then goes up to girl who challenged 


him in the excuse me and dances with her. Says"thank you" at 


Frilew. Kecame .. 


the end,then goes back to usual pillar,then walks across to 


5 
a” +h 7.11.39. 


the other end of the entrance. 


F.T. A gets up and dances with (a) 


a girl in a plain red frock with 


B tt ee A] " vt 


rather plain features. He talks a little 
C has gone back to his chair by the band. 


Q. A gets up leans over to (a)s friend,smiles at (a),murmurs 


something to her,then dances with (a)s friend. 
B dances with blue evning @ress as before. 
C with girl in grey jumper and blue skirt;she talks a 
lot and he answers but produces nox remarks on his own. 
9.20 W. A is telling jokes and talking chiefly to (a3 
B dances with girl in black with handkerchief as before 
C is back in his seat by the band. 
Q. A stands up and indulges in friendly argument with (a) 
and friend as to who shall have the privilege. Friend wins. 
B dances with girl in red frock 
C has opened neck,and now dances with a girl in a petterned 
frock,not the same as before. At the end he goes back to 
her seat with her &hen leaves her and returns to his seat 
by the b and. 
F. A sits out watching dancingx,leaning back at his ease; 
(a) and friend have disappeared presumably to ladies room. 


B dances with a girl in an evening gown and silver slippes 


C still sits. 
9.45 Tango. A still sits alone,so does C. 
B dagees obviously nervously with girl in yellow 


frock as before. 


Fotis . Recome ‘ii LE 7.11.39 


Q. A is still alone at the beginning of the dance but (a) and 


friend return and he dances immediately with (a}. There is 


an encore(i.e.three dances together) and during the last one 


% 


he tries some trucking. 
B and C. both sit out,B smoking pipe 
Carioca. All three sit out,behavtving as usual. 


The Blues black frock-red bel¥ 
1000 /A and C_ still sit out,but B dances with bimexaxentnugxfrack 


and smiles and talks a little. 
Q. A makes himself comfortable and watches (a) and friend who 


are both dancing. 


B without usual formula carries straight on with the girl 
in black 

C asls (c) for a dance and in the course of it he tries 
some fancy steps that his partner does not follow. He follows 


her to her seat then leaves her and stands at the foob of the 


stairs 
W. A talks to (a) leans over her a lot. 
B has now left the hall,C is still standing by steps. 
1020 Q. A dances with (a) and tries a little trucking. When the 


dance is over he escorts her back to his seat but is slow to 


drop his hand from her waist. 
C still lowks on,hand in pocket. 


- A has now left the hall too,and (a) and friend dance to- 
gether 


C still leans on wall by himself. 
1030 Q. C is now talking to a tall fellow in a grey suitwho soon 


leaves. C looks round aimlessly,walks to other side,turns 


T 
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as if to go upstairs,then turns again and returns to his 
original position. 

1035 W. He dances with (c) who is sitting max at next table. As 
they go round he whistles to himself;at the end he leaves 
partners and goes back to the foor of the stairs 

Q. He sits down in chair by the band and watches. 
F. He still sits where he is,fidgeting with his collar. 


1650 Q he gats up and dances with (c). At thenend of the dance 


he leaves her then comes upstairs and leaves the hall. 
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Locarno. Afternoon.20.4 


Conversations. 
Blonde. 25. Brow 2-piece 


Says she dances a fair amount. Comes here about twice cw eek.. But before 
last week she hadn't been here since Xmas. 


Two girls sitting together. Bruneté of about 25. : 
Obs asks her for a dance. She says she is no good. She is just a beginners 
Only dance s e can do is the GS (this is a W) Obs gets her on the floor. 
Not so bad really. Asfs him not to do "any fancy steps" and obs does 
reverse turns, open promenade, and quarter turn without her tripping. 
Obs asks her what she thinks of the cabaret. 
"That screaching woman! The only nice thing was Be dress. I could do 
better myself. And they pay them hundreds for that." 
Obs What do you thtnk-ef dancing?" 

take up 
G "Oh I love dancing. I always have loved it - and music". 


Obs later dances with er friend - whi is a good dancer. Obs laughingly 8a 
she has led her friend on the right path. Asks her what she thinks of the } 
cabaret. She says Bhe thought it awful. Says that her friend wanted to sink 
"She's always wanting to sin’ instead of somebody whe is doing it." , 
Says sie comes from Wales. Talk about the lovely country there. She says % 
is much nicer than S. Wales, which has some pretty spots "if you can finds 
them." a 
Says she does a lot of dancing. 


Immoression. 


Obs noticed that there were a number of middle ag sed men and women presen 
Numbers here about 200 in the ballroom. : 
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f Shoes Blonde Brunette: White 
Silver - 30 
Brown/white 60 | Ind 
age 
| Blouse — 
Black skirt/striped 
black/white goatee White striped. Black - 30 
Green White/ 
brown 26 - 
Black Flo-al black Black - 2o 
J UMPER x KIRT 
Jumper Skirt Shoes 
Green flora Black Black ? 
Black ” Black - 2O 
Floral black Brown Black - 2O 
Floral Black " - ao 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Floral black frock/# coat Black - 30 
" 1" 1 / " lace 1" yee AS 
Black/3 pink bows . - 2O | (. 
Black/gold trimmings . - oo 1 
Green slip/green blouse . - 20 | 
Black/white edge lace ° = 25 “Th 
Black/white i" 3 ? ) 
GROUPS 
SIMILAR DISSIMILAR 31 
Frock Shoes i. Br Frock Shoes W. Bl Br 
I.Black Black 25 25 I, Flerai blue - 65 I 
Striped blue - 65 | 
2. Ky 
2. Brownmottled 
skirt/striped coat/ Y 
ochre blouse Black = 25 |} 
: Dark green/yel~ 
——— SSIUTLAR en green chec 
Dress, Shoes B1Br colier Brom - 8 | 
6.Floral bale 
frock/black coatee Black - 25 36 Brown 2-piece/blue . 
Brown skirt, Brom 20 = 
cream silk j. Brown 36 Black + #6 
ae 7eBlue 2-piece/floral 
Bee Vel Black 25 =< “+ Brown 2-iece Brown _ ae 
i Brown 2 piece/Floral J Brown cae 25 
Black 25 + —— wey 
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gia cues Clothes. AL Evening Se Straw 
Fg i s@i ve ages 
‘Vndiiduale — IFTERNOON FRogKs | EVENING FROCKS 
| SELF COLov?? SELF Covoyr 
Dro Colour. Blende KruneHe Shees i$loncle (Srone He 
BLAC ~ Black | BLACK & Ks 
925 ACK _ + Black nit 2S 
ce aS ler T es a a 
° 30C nash) PINT ~ 25 fe 
as Be sa ee v — 39 Sf 
245 — S, lve mattinis 25 Che 
“ 25 (Slackt ~~ 4 
RusseT Cs © 4, SLUE UWS ~— Slack 
: — 3 : 
| RlLaACchH LACE ry, re te 5 : ie vse 
; Geer ynders [i ) Mee ‘ail wk . ‘Sing ; 
: Z GREEN - 3s fa 
Two-Piece — 
CKhTuUmME TumPER Blonde Brunette Shoes| WHITE yt 4 _ Sil ve 
toshite si i bisaiecile 
Slack us “e at ve a5 [lack SELF-ColLouvR WITH COATEE eS 7 
Frock. Coatee Blonde [Srunete Shoes ‘ 
ae tri a 26 J : 
| plat T ) — Black [2 leGveen 28 et 5, lve! 
Grey ee Ts , Bleek S . =e 
Bae tow ag. + Sie A) Whee - 
Jum per eS iuvt : Blue Jue i 2Cyl 
a m piv SC Kiv€ lenele eae She C a 
5 ri So itt uty oe .a 
Veriped 3 lacky ae 25 [rove aus 4 3 ee: Bis Jol “id 
Bogue ag 
Flowered Bock - — 25 Black A» a Fl owered we 3S 
uc (vhite) as 25 Goled Rie eit 
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Lede ene _ Clothes AH. RK Evening : 
Fiquiks pre a4es 
Conta. aa 
Individuals LE “wae 
FLOWERE & © Meven EVENING ew 0 i 
Basic Colove Blonde Brunelle Shoes Froc hy | Blonde /SruneHe > 3 
Slack with slvev ae Pie 
Black = a dots 28 o dl | 
= “t Pink # fotuma an | 
2 as (coote) : broad yertral Sév ips oe 30 Ee one 
Blue - 2s Slacks Gold << > 7 6 
‘ vo }83—30 n_—sd|:sSBlac: 8 Su tuer —. 35 yee 
ae 2s rT | 
—_ ae Blue — white Collar ~ 2s$ Sel® 
(Green —_ 2s y ee 
on: 30 Silver 6) 
Cue a SumPaR er 
: > UM (0c low vuae 
may Tym eR Sloncte B 977 6 
| MISCELLANEOUS. 
Frock ee 
Block 2whs te Spots — 25 Black 7 
: ; & 4o0ld 
SELF- COLouR WITH TOUWH CrOTHERCoLouR . 
Freoc tt. teers Blonde  amette Shoes G 
ISlac ix White lace x _ Block . 
" White sisies 25 rT Ga 
ut Crimson oo 2°. r @) 
’ Che lol - 2S T 
ST QiPES Blonde Brvaete Shoe 
275 Silver 
25 Blae kk 
as(n xi 
y 
S cate) Ons Or 
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’ DISIMILAR |ARovPS : 
‘* AFTERNGON FRocKS EVENING GOWNS . 
Frock ra: “Blonde Goons Frock ~“Skees STonde” BroneHe 1g 
L Whike louse , Black abiet iSlact< nie 2S | 
Slack , Gola Fervmnins be eg 28, 2 mie Pr 
2. Green Slack or 2s | ‘i 
F) wtved Gl k r re Pe: me 
a Black C Bleck) bs ™ } " 
3. a Pin ik Glackk ns al ty eid 
¥ Creen Silvey me we teks 
Yb. en ond Glack Silvey —_ 23s | — 
i. : Off -white te 25 — is 
be | Pink Blac K — 2s RAQN 
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ae wt é mike « we %S i¢ 
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7. — — Green Gold me Ft 
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1 Zive Cro ld or 2S 
y A An kk Slack 30 — 
St wiped blouse wn ba 30 i 
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_ Green " 2S _ me 
Uu Oinke Flowered Silver  =«-25 
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Evening 
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Even ma Frocks 


Shoes Blonde Srv Fro $l.e, blAs fh 
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3 lak = — 25. Bi eS 
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Rink - % 
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{Slye P leek sins 23 
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Block — & : 
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Locarno. Dresses 
TNDIV IDUALS 


SELF-COLOUR FROCKS 


siw J 


Dres™” Shoes 
Black Black 
Salmon si 
TWO=}PIECE DRESSES 

Two piece TUmper/Blouse Shoes 

Black Black spotted Black 

i" White ‘. 

” “Lowered és 

5 Blue sro 

Black pin stripe White Bla kk 

Blue strived lowered Blue 
Pink Cream Black 
Grey Striped Black 
" Thite " 
Black skirt/black; 
hite check coat Thite oe 
Brown Yawn Bla 
FLOWSRE! 

Base hoes hi 
ellow | srown 60 
Thite (white coat) ack - 
3lue 4 - 

Black (‘Thite lace edge) " - 
i MISC Hi Gy: 4. ImOUS 
Navy with white _ Navy - 
Green with black 4 coatBlack - 
Black, white trimming Black - 

it pink collar ss - 
Black coatee, blue frock " - 
GROUPS 

SIMILAR. oes Bl. Bre ‘f 

I.Black/red collar Black = 65 = 1. Grey 

Black lace " - 65 - blouse 

: Blue 

2eBlack 2-piece/ blouse 

white collar Black - 30 

Black lace Gold 30 - 


3eBlue e-piece 
" pin stripe 


Blonde 


DISSHILAR 
2-pilece 
Black shoes - oO 
2e-piece Floral red 
Blaek shoes - Zo 


2.Grey 2-piece. 


Afternoon 21.44.39 


Brunette 
25330 - 


Ww 
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— 
25 am 

or 

“~~ J 
cy 

om rat 
25 

acs Cwt 


- 35 
Cue 
jc 
— an) 
TD ‘} ~ 12 7 > 
Blonde Brunette 
> & 
Car _ 
: CC oun 
Cf GY 
25 - 
_ 35 
= 
ese) om 
P 
_ wie 
- 30 
- 35 


~'loral white 


Black shoes 2! 


Blue/Pikk u is 25 


Black - 25 


cirt/white blouse "/white 25 


Blue frock 


Black 25 
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Locarno. Dresses Evening AH 271 04-39. 


Afternoon Frocks,etc 


Individuals 
SELF =-COLOUR. Shoes Blonde Brungstte 
Black Black 30330330: 50 
” Silver 25 
Pink Black 30 
Salmon " 30 
Blue 4 30 
TWO=-COLOUR 
Black/White Black 30:25 
" , “ilver 30330 
u 6/Green Black spottec 25 
" 6/Red belt Gold 25 
" /Red collar Black 30 
" /Ffloral top Black 3 
Pink/Vhite lace edge Black 2: 
Green/Rec belt White Satine 25 
Sno eR © IS 
iver dah) SKIRT 
| dumper Skirt Shoes Blonde Brunette 
| Green Black Black 25330 
Flowerec Brown Brown 25 e 
| White Flowered ? ao 
TNO=-PT CE - x 
EVEL Ll Bs 
| Costume Shoes Blonde Brunette 
| Grey (Flowered | 
blue jumper) Black Of 
ieee aie 
| © 


; 
i . o'¢lock night. Usherettes dressed in costumes (looked a mixture 
u hae 


030 skirt revealing a pair of french knickers. ~ath roars and starts doing a 


BS 


N20 


nd Fre ch to obs). Stood >talking to 3ath at the entrance. Two 

atthe top of the stairs were jigging about to the introductory 

musie heus in the Underworld). Bath starts laughing at them, One of ther 
ates*® Starts jig ing backwards and forwards andgfoowards and cocks up Ber 


I = | 
Locarno. AH t a2 Evening 214639 


ig too. Asks the girl to do the same asain, which she does. They are all 
This typical of the atmosphere in the place (obs has noticed the same else- 
where in the dance busihess). Obs remarks on this to Bath who agrees. 


Go downstairs and take up position near the entrance for frock counts. Time 
7243. Chap is sitting in ext settee starts talking to obs. Remarks on the 
few people there. He is dark, about 5'8", dressed in blue lounge suit. Says 
he has only been i London 3weeka and has been here about 92 times already. 
Is the best se ce he has struck. Says that he went to the "aramo nt - a 


"lousy Little ace" = on Bank Holiday, and couldn't see the floor, let 
alone dance So he went along to the "Arcadia is it?". Obs saysthe Astoria. 


Yes that was it. That was as bad. "So I left there and thought 'bugrer it.' 
That's 6 bob wasted - 3d fro cloakroom and cost of a drink, plus admission! 


What other places @w@e there? Obs suge sts the Hammersmith Palais. Where is 
that? He is living at Brixton and wants a place which is reasonably accessil 
so that if he takes a girl home he will not be strand-ed. 
Obs asks him if he does much darcing. Savs he does. He is a medical student 
from M/C university. Has moved dow to continue study at Guys Kings. This 
because his prof has ha d a move here. Says that he likes ave Tells obs that 
h erformed a rare experiment hg ga Yad a Ponies under anaesthetic. 


His friend was helping h’'m and he kept it just unde nen he chipped away t 
the skull from the brain and had its Drain in his hand - about as D1.” as an 


egs - whilst it was still alive. Says he put it out of its misery before it 
c-me round. “emarks on the shape of a ch aps skull, who is dancing = a Jew 
wo is often there, with a prominent oceiputal projection. Says that people 
with skulls like that have often got a dormant srowth there. When the skull 
is soft after birth a growth may be there, around which the skull forms its: 
and in later life the dormant srowth may become active and the vietim will 
die suddenly. Says that he has seen a child born with no brain at all. The 


4 yh =f ~~ |. A, + “yy 9 | 
OLE at tne Tun Nowe 


skull ran straight back from the forehead to the bae& of the neck. Child di¢ 
died in a few hours of course. 

Says that he likes dancing. Says that he notices a big difference in the 
dancing here and up north. ,e has gone a lot to the Ritz bhere. Says that 
there they seem to do more simple steps up north - stright basic movements- 


whereas down here he has noticed that lots of the people seem to do a lot 
of fancy steps here which seem to him to be more ingendous than graceful. 
He prefers the straight simple steps to the dancing o f the fancy type. 
Says that ie has watched the people dancing here and has no ived that the 
pros here seem to do all the straight linear movements ad they look far bet 
Serr better. 
O8as rei arks on the changing of the band. Chap says that they have a revolv 
at Ritz. He thinks it Fa a food idea. 
Obs remarks on the strain of playing for three hours non-stop, as occasion- 
ally h ppens when there is no relief band. Chap agrees. Says that he has 
played for four hours non-stop. He used to run a band. Plays the piano and 


ith tes = «og eth li Md, hPa hs. Aecnise Le 0 
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ner 
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ogarno. AH Evening . 21l24.39 


ays thay he started a band when he was I“. “he next youngest member Woe 
IO? Played local gigs. Gave it up about IO years aso when he ste@& ted wotting 
because he,didn't think you could do <~ jobs at once. He hopes to take up 
the pimo“acain when he has finished his university career. Says that he 
has hardly touched it for years. But when he starts avcain, he will set some 
training in syncapation. Savs that it is all bunk to talk about these quick 


_—e hes a 


courses of training in the piano. You may learn to play a few tunes off that 
way, but to become “8 proficient plaves ome must practise a lot. It is the 
only way. 
Bemoans the lack of attrattive women, and the number of parties that seem 
to be there. ‘Jhen some unaccompanied girls come inhe ets up @ a dances. 
Points out * a girl to obs whom he says comes from Liverpool. He had found 
tat oub da ine ing “with her. says that he amy take her home. she is rather 
geod fun. Has been teling him of her illness in GUYS. 

s goes off to dance and doesn't see the chap again. 


wo. 


Two chaps in military walking out uniform - blue jackets and trousers with 
broad red stripe down latter. 
Obs is stopped by the fiancee of the Peckham 'jitterbug'. He wants to know 
if obs has forsaken the old time dancing. Ishis fiancee here? No see not 
329 tonight. He is with three other chaps. Is about 6'I", black hair, rather 
baby facee Dressed in flannels, gs ey BCKket, | white pullover aid shirt, and 
strived tie. Obs asks him if he comes here much. Sars he does but hasn't 
done much since Xmas. Does a lot of dancing though. Used to go about 5 timeg 
a week to New Cross Palaa&s. Says that he doesn't like old time, and only 
dances when he has to. 


Lgcarno. . ” 


AH 
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ODs noticed the habit of girls coming into the dallroom and 
on one of the tables near the entrance. For this they 
st tables on each side and will pile their bags on reg-= 
her anyone is sitting there or not. When obs sitting there 
two nights and on previous occasions they have piled the bags 
: about 8 bags on obs table tonight and only one girl made 
remark Obs heard her speak to her frien and say "Is it all right?" 
: iend said "Yes" and put her own bag there she did the same 
to obs. The others put the bags there without comment. 


Fa a~aa 7" 
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kers provided for handbacs free of charge (deposit 6d). 
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iere fairly often. Is fond of dancing. 


: jorks in a cinema so 
set much opportunity for dancing. 


sne gets a whole day off a 
use except to 


off of course "but they're no blooming 


evening 25d 


here. Dances about once a month (Obs thinks a sood dancer) 


25. Flowered aféérnoon. 
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Locarno. 13/4/39 S.S. 


Partner lee bias 
aa Jewess, middle-class, 20, black af,noon dress 


Tikes the hall, " I dont like the people, they are commen ", 
Thursday is her favourite night - has been coming on Thursdays for 


about 3 vears - Likes the dance halle 


Partne ry o . 


Jewess - vrob. w-class - 20 = Dlack af,noon dress. 


Says " It gets crushy on Thursdays, doesnt it ? " Ob says that he 
has not been on Thursdays before - Has been coming on Thursdays 

for 1 year - had not been for a month previous to this - " The 
place is not too bad, although the crowd are rather clannish " = 
lives at Claphan,. 


Partner 3-6 


Blonde =- middle class - 30@ = blur dress. 


aa senerallyv come here om Tuesday, tnough there are not as many 
as on Thursday # " T 4 used to nearly live on the doorstep" - 
likes the atmosphere of the Locarno - was dissapointed with the 

crowd here to-night , thought that there would be more here.e- 
lives in the district, would'nt tell Ob where. 


Partner 4. 


Jewess —- black dress - old looking, prob. 35. middle 
class - 
Gomes once sometimes twice a week - " I have not been for ages 
on Thursday. I generally come on Tuesday " - Likes the hall and 
the dancers - is a member of the Sunday Club. 


Partner 5. 


Middle-class = blue dress = 30. 


Hag been coming since last winter - had'nt been for a bit 
previous to this night - favourite night Thursday says that 
Tuesday is a good night - asked@Af liked the place said " Yes, 
I like fhe hall, dont you"@bsaid that it was allright. 


Partner 6. 


w,class - w ite hlouse, black skirt - 25. 


Said that hall seems a popular place, but had not been for a 

while - Had been coming since last year - sometimes comes ¢¢yi¢gg 
to the Wednesday afternonn tea dances says " I think they are 
rather nice"= savs '' I like the hall somehow, dont you ? "= Ob 
agreed with her . - did'nt say where she lived but does'nt live 
at Streatham. | 


‘J 


ae ae 


| i 1 
Loci\rno SeS. 13/4/39. 
Partner ‘’. widdle, class -.20 - flowerec dress, Gecorated - 
asked if she 12kec it said " It is the first time I have been 
here as a matter of fact " - likes the dancers from what she 
— saw of bhem and the band, floor etc. - lives round about here. 
Partner 8. middle,class - black dress = 30 


had been coming for ' quit a while ' = generally comes on 
Thursday as sheg thinkw it is the most popular night - does'nt 
know why - sometimes comes on Tuedday afternoons - thinke that 
the hall has a real sociable atmosphere , 


Partner 0. 


middle class - 30 - white dress. 
has been coming for years to the half - only comes on Thursdays 
- did'nt like it when she first started coming but now likes if 
very much - likds the atmosphere of the halh. 


Partner 10. 


25 = middle , class - black dress, hair, halo type. 


Says that Thursday is a very popular night - comes here abou 
| @nce a month on Thursdays, no other day - went to Hammersmith 
3) Palais a week ago and there were a lot more there than here - 
liked the Locarno = came from the West End =- had a scent on which 
smelt like incense + was a ratner stiff dancer. 


Partner 11 ° 


Wy class - 23 = wool jumper and skirt (black) 


Came on Thursdays quite a lot and had been coming for a few 
years - went to other dance halls, Hammersmith Palais, 
Paramount and one or two of the smaller ones - livec at Clapham. 
Liked coming to the Locarno, had a bit of life in it. 


Partner 12. 


w,yclass = 35 = blue blouse, black skirt - 


Said that the dancing was rather crushy - said there was a usually 

a big crowd here on Thursdays- likes coming to the Locarno-~ 
when asked where she cane from said " A lons way from here, 
Surbiton, have you heard of it ? " 6b saidnthat he had head of 

it - came from Surbtion just to dance at the hall - likes coming to 
places like thi&s- has been dencing for a few yaars now for a 


change e 


Partner 13. 


25 -—- middle class - black dress - 


Said that there was usually a big crowd here on Thugday and was 


(3) 4-4 
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12 (cont) 


surprised that there were'nt as many as usual - cam dancing}/ 
here 3 times a week - Sadi" Ihave been dancing since I was 
akid " - likes the Locarno very much, likes the atmosphere 
which she sags she has'nt found at any other dance hall - 
been to the other big ones 


middle, class = 25 - blue evening dress. 
came every Thursday and sometimes on Tuesday afternoon to 
the tea, dance - likes some of the dancers but some of them 
: bir rough - thinks that the standard ef dancing is 
highest in London - has been dancing for aboubZ 
comes from mear Thornton Heathe , laughed and 
hen Ob asked her waar she came from. Ob could'nt 
Satisfactory to that one e 
reply 
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Che rT request the pribilege 1 of the Company of 
S Bet 0-4. = and Partner 


at the 


) 
Charity - Cheatrical - Ball | 


Under the Patronage of 
Dis Worship the Mayor of Wandsworth 
Councillor W. GC. Bonney, B.D. 


Aiding the South Zondon Hospital, Weir Hospital, Actors’ 
Orphanage and Pariety Artistes’ Benevolent Fund 


Presenting 


London's iret Theatrical Ballroom 
Ghe Locarno, Streatham Hill, $.w. 
Friday, lay 5rd, 1940 


§ p.m. to 2 a.m. 


Praigquration by 


Hr. David Robertson, MP. 


| —_tOCARNo_ 


DANCE HALL & BALCONY CAFE 
:; 3: Streatham Hill, London, S.W.2 


TULSE HILL 5868 
— ee 


25th April, 1940. 


Dear Mr. Harrisson, 


Please accept the enclosed invitation for yourself and partner 
to our CHARITY-THEATRICAL-BALL on Friday, May Srd, and I do hope you 
will find it possible to attend. 
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8-215 


QS 3.20 


8225 


8e30 
Te. 8e35 
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9-15 
920 
9425 
: Nat Gonelia Session. 


Locarno. Danee follows. 


i 
All 


Evening Sessions Special feature Nat Gonellas 


Geir Ae 30 Blonde 
Good dancer. 
Fattish - mod, 
attractivee 5'5" 
Afternoon f ock floral 
Partners 
belows- 
Dark 30 Grey suit 
Partner I. 


Partner 2. Grey 
suit 30. 


Partner + 
Partner 3.Grey 
suit, dark 30 


Partner 4 Bive suit 


a a 7 > ~~ 
, * _ - 4 
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Partner 38. 

Partner 5ehlack striped 
suit. 25. 

Partner C (see H 
report ) 

Partner C 


Drinking iced soda 


QS VeOtnePartner 6. Brown Suit 


25 Tall 

Partner 6 
Partner 6 
Partner C 
Partner &§ 


rPeriRer «-—<- 


5 9680 Partner 8 


Girl BeBrunette 25 
Pretty. Gocd 
dancer (not 30 good 
as A) « 5t5" 
Afternoon frock fl rd 
Partners 
below:-= 
Partner i Blue suit 


daxKk. 25 


Partner ii Brown suit 
Dark 30 


Partner iii Grey suit 
Tall Dark 25d 


Partner iv Brown suit, 
Cark, ZO 6 


Partner v Blue suit 
GATE » 556 


Partner iv 
rertner <<-- 


Partner vi Grey suit 
tall 25 


Partner vii Blue jacket 
flannel bers 25 
Partner viii Slue 2s. 


rartner vi 


Partner viii 

Pertner vi 

Pextner ix 

Partner 38 

Partner x Brown suit 
Dark 20 


Partner xi Blue suit 
Dark 35 


9.5239 | 


Girl C. Plat.Bl'd 
25- “all bos@Me 
Qexy type@e> Pair 
dahcer. 5*6* 
Striped aftern'’ ns. 
Partners 
below: 
Partner G-« 
suit 30. 


Partner De Grey 
SULIT, 306 


Partner ¢e Blue 
Sulit, 25 « 


Pirtner de Blue 
SUuLt 25 


Partner Ge 


Partner De 


Partner Ce 


Partner De ; : G 


— oe sn W 
Partner b- | Qs 


ome = 


Partner b 


ee er 


Pa tner e Dark 
35 


Partner f G 
suit 25 ma 


. 


Locarno. Dance Follows 


Girl A. 30 Blonde.Good 
dancer, Fattish. Mod, 
att active. 515" Floral 


afternoorf froek 


FT 9638 Partner 5 


2 
AH 


Girl B. Brunette 25. 


Pretty. Good dancer 
(not as good as A) 


Partner xii Grey 25 


type Fair dancer 5'¢€ 
5*5" Floral aftn'n frock 


905039 


Girl Ce Platek tials 
25 Full bosom.Sexy 


Striped aftern'n. ; 


Parésner- --—= 


QS 9.45 Partner 3 Partner xili Grey 25 Partner f 

W 90655 Partner c Partner xi ———- 
QS 10.0 ~~ Partner vi Partner b 

FT 10.I0 Partner 6 Pertner XiV Brown 20 = sma0se 
Ss 10020 © == Partner xv Grey 25 Partner b 

QS 10635 Pertner 7 Biue 30 Pa we ks. Re eee 
PT 30.40 Partner 6 Partaee «--<- ----= 
T 10.45 Partner 6 ----- Partner b 

Qs 10.50 

(axe) BP eee Partner xvi Grey 25 Partnersxv 3 D3 xXVe 


Partner xvil Blue 25 Partner ¢ Slazer 


= II.e5 Partner 8 Blue 25 
: * flanneis of 
C IT.IO Partner 2 
bed ITeI5 Partner 6 
es (Nat again) 


| II~20 Partner 8 
W I%.25 (missed by obs} 


Partner xvii Pertner b 


Partner xvi 


Partner XV 


FT II.30 Partner Partner xvi Partner b 
QS 11635 = ----- Partner b 
W Iie45 Partner 2 Peete ——- Partner xv 
B II.50 Partner ? Partner xvi aes 
c I2.0 Partner 8 Partner xvi oan 
FT 1225 terentiontin Partner xviii Grey 35 Partner Xv 
Partner 5 Partner XV 


Partner ge 
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Loearno Dance follows. AH 925.39 


Girl A. 30 Blonde Good 
’ dancers Fattiehe Mode 
; attractive. 5'5" Floral 
: afternoon frock. 


7, 1225 


: 12430 
| (Exe ~Me) 


Girl Ce Tlat.blonde 
rull bosom, § 

type. 5'C"® Striped 
avtternoon frock. 


Girl B? Rrunette 2b 
Pretty. Good dancer. 
(not as good as A) 
5'5" Floral afternfn 
Partner -<--- 
artnersxvi; vil; xvi 
All had gone now, B going after the excuseme cancee 


Girl A daneed 30/4T 
dances counted. 


Girl B @anced 32/41 
dances counted 


Girl G danced 26/42 
dances counted. 


She danced with TI 
partners i= 

Partner once 
Partner . 
Partner 3 tree times 


She demeed with 8 

partners :«= 

Partner a time 
times 


times 


She danced with 20 
partners := 
Partner 1 I time 
W tbine 
tine 
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Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 


onee 

eS times 
6 times 
once 
5 times 
once 
4 times 
Onee 


time 
time 
times 
tines 
times 
in I I 


times 
time 
timer 
timer 
times 
time 
time 
times 
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jae 

4g & rhOomaa o 
VAaANVNHNHH 


AY eA, 
a, 


time 
. Sine 
Lime 
time 
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time 
time 
time 
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Conversation, 
i 


Woman 25 Brunette. To friend 


"hy do you think they have these lights, because they aren't flattering 
to women? - and we are the ones that count. I'll put on more lipate 
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Locarno AD 
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Men in light grey suits from yesterday Mone May Ist) for evening session 
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Locarno. Thaperlin. AH Sate22e4639 


Ce oy obs anc asks him how he is, grinning and saying “That will cost 
ou Pa ain 08 
tater obs follows him into his office. Office has been reSarranged so that 
he is now sitting with his back to the window. At the wahl by the window 
the large file, ané the telephone cabinet now arranged. Arran cement seems 
to wive tore spaces 
Pile of leaflets on the desk advertising the Grand Nationel Cyele Roller R 
Racing Contest. (2266224439) 
Obs remarsks cn the ditferent style of dancing here toni ht and C & 
that it B only to be expected. Says that ere they are a dittieult crowd 
to cater for as they are suc} enthusiastic dancers (in the week). Says - 
they used to have 2 calarets once but. find that o e is enough now = and 
he says you mst limit that, as the people come to dance. Obs asks how 
his plan for the large 'pen' is going. C. Says that theyare dving very 
good business. Says that of course they don't do mich. Thefr best time is | 
on a@ guiet afternomm. Obs asks if this cabaret (jugzler) is pert of C's 
plen to recuce the mumber of dancing acts to the minimum (dee report of 
this) C.savs that they still have a lot of dane acts, and it las al 
been hair policy to give varied cabarets. Obs S$ what the “Banana W 
is. C. says that thet is Byron's idea and he dvesn’t like it much, : 
Obsremarks that he thinks the Memory Lane Ni¢ echt is a good scheme. Is it 
Cts idea. © savs yés. There are some of the ests on the desk. | 
"This" says C, throwing obs a ietter “is the of thing that annoys Mes 
The ignorant _busger ¢ can't even put his address." Obs iooks at tie nove, 
on a picce of yellow notepaper which reads to the affect that does the 
manager know that by running Sunday dances he is disturbing thepeace and 
lives of people. The letter anonymous, Post mark Wel. "If I couidn’t put 
mr address to a letter I wouldn't. send it. The ignorant buggers. It makes | 
me mad. Some evangelist I suppose." 
Obs asks him if he gets mich troubl- from the church. Ce. says no,- 
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Locarno. Professionals. 


Consternation here in thepen tonight. Obs is sitting ner the pen-when at 


5 Peg PROT TK See. ee ee 


AH Sat 29.4439 


about [0.36 when he hears them remonetratine with Sammy. Samny has got 
drunk and they arecall afreid in ease he will be seen by Chaperlin, Ageing 
the cries of the cashier and the two new pros Averill takes Sam on the #2 
fioor for a foxtrot, fbinning at obs as she PaS5e8. They say that she is: 
Grunk as well. “hey start cursing her for taking »im on. Now there are 3 
chaps and two gi irls in ths pen and are all anxious. Then one of them sees 
Chaperlin at. the mike preparing to announce when the tume is finished. Ther 
pros are fearful in case he will see Sammy. He is waiting till the tune 
ends b<«fore annou. cing and they don't think he can ayoid secing him, Two 


of them get up and go and — 
with : Samy and cet hin off 
chair. Saruty looks flushed = 


ce so that ay rg be able to pick up contact 
he floor. They him off and lead him to a 


“a has a beati . tia. He st@eke wobbles abou 


end is led to a chair but can't find it at firrst. They push hin in posit- 
ion and he flops into ite One chap stays by him whilst the others talk. 

One goes and -ets a waiter to bring a strong gup of black eoffee and tells 
him to put it at a cormer table where C. won't notice it. Then they argue 
wnether to book Saumy in —e he was on the floor or note Later obs secs 


CC. soine cver the lor with + 


he eashier but he is not able to get into 


couverst: ion w th any of them. to see if smey © found ort sbout Sammy or no« 


DANCE iA WOUL 2 De LOGARNO 


Se i ee ee ee ~ 


Ting of Day Time b ) What 
of week. | 


Thursday 9e15, 10.15] FT Number sitting at tables 
& Lleld, 
LO«10 Heiman Medley, Noe of couples 


— 


187059. | Tuesday afternoon HAC Attendance countse Count done 

| 5 pmc evens ¢ outside hall including all 
ing, 750 entering, sex & grouping 
specified. Count done with ¢ hr, 
totals as well as complete total. 


iia alee | Paw 
TV e7eo¥e | Monday — 8e30 5940, omoking counte %age smoking as 
: | 9430, 10-40, against nomeesmokers. Pipes 
s cee 11250 specified. Sexes givene 
17 ele Ie : 9e15, 106ld t Table count. Tables engaged 
: | vacanie 
| | : : Balcony counite Men. ‘/omene 
| | Heiman Medley Coumt. 


VELL Monday _ 20s Dead. ee eS a mR Pu 
Be5e 590 | Lbvening 


| Follows of dancers: 2 men ( AH) 
| | an Leone) 2 women|HAC 

905059. §=6| EVENing Follows of dancers. 5S men {HAC 
} | ue na ; 3 women (AH) 
Afternoon | . Dance counte Noe of dances & 
9 _|. what they are, md bande  __ 
Afternoon | 565 = & AH Dress G OUNte. Dress (type & 
colour), shoes, blonde and 
brunev-tee ee 
Afternoon. : Dress COUN. As above. 
ivening _ . : . “i Berne ee 
Afvernoon. | ; AT Dance Count. Band aid number 
of each dancee _ 

20 S056 svening : NG Dress Count 

a __| Afvernoon 0 = 0.0 & SS Rath . 
| (1994259. avening Dress Count 
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18442396 LVening , Dance Count 
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Results of Mass-Observation Enquiry até the Lotarno School of Dancing, 
GENERAL DATA. Nunber asked 200 


Men ne 
Women we 


QUESTION 1. 
‘Why do you come for dancing lessons?" 


° 
5, Used to go to | 
| 
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Mass-Observation Enquiry at Locarne School (¢ontd.) 
QUESTION 3. 

“Where do you come from?" 
District Men 
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3 
Masgs~Observation Survay at Locarno School (contd.) 


QUESTION 4e 
“How long have you been coming here?" 
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This survey was conducted between Monday 5th June, 1939, and Tuesday 
27thse June 19389. 


The above 4 questioms were asked in the hocarno School during usual 
evening classes. 


oD I 120 

Locarno. AH Afternoon. @8#384¢ ; 
olete39 

First dace tune played 3.5. after an intermission of classical for 5 mins. 


= +-- 
% 
- 


Following dances for the session. f 
George Colborn. Classical. QSs"T:W:T:QS: pbb te 


Arthur(?)Deacon FPT3QS3 TLQSsFT3W:QS:T:W/ 

GBorge Colborn QS:R:W: Cabaret: QS/ 

Rebs v0 Mss ce cet PTs QS:TsQOS3PP:W:QSsFT:W:QS3 
Quicksteps. George Colborn 5. Deacon 7 L2 
Waltzes +3 “a 3 4: 4. 7 
Foxtrot mn " 2 ws A 6 
Blues ! 1! aia 1! - O 
Tango a 1! T it 3 A 
Rumba tT! tT! T ! on T 
Carioca ™ es - " - O 
Park Parade . " - “ + ia ° 

le 19 ol 


Conversations. 


CaS 


Girl in black frocl. Blonde, aged about 25. height 5'4", obs thought had 
nice figuré. Wore weccing and engarement rings. 
Obs asks her if she comes oftea. Says she comes in the afternoons, but has 
not been in the evening for "ages". She hasn't bean here on a Friday. Says 
she has never seen it so empty. Why doesn't she come in the evenings? Does | 
she prefer dancing in the afternoon? "No. I can't get out in the evenings." | 
4g obs is dancing with her ba d changes from Deacon to Colborn. She smiles | 
"Are here is the old band. Can't you hear the difference?" | 
Obs "Yes. The other is very poor I think," | 
@. "Yes . Everybody thinks SO." | 
Later a little cirl with black | NalY y straight with a fringe, comes into the | 
room with the girl, who had gone out, and sits with her. Obs goes and asks | 
for a dance, and she turns to the child "All riv-ht. I'll come after this on 
Dance, and she says "My little girl keeps asking me to come home." 
Obs "Oh. How old is she?" | 


G  "Feur" 
Obs "I'm not much good at judging children's ages. I don't think men are, 
anyway ° " 


G "No not unless you have had experience (laughs). I usually come with a 
friend who looks af ter her. She spends most of her time upstairs. S e is 
quite good though. It is the frst time I lave been alone? Band changes to D 
"Shame" Obs asks what she thought of cabaret "I've heard it before. I thougt 
she gang ver 


iq J layi That so should take him somewhere 
ae of Welsh girl, who is Tat to dance. obs. asks her for a dance - 


a QS. She refuses "Oh I'm no good!" Obs "Won't you?" She shakes her head. 
(Yesterday she had told obs that the QS was the only one she could doe See 
report 20 eS 39) They Wert with two whup For hy tte 


( irl in black. Contd) It's catchy. You can sort of tell it has caught on 
can't you?" 


NS « 


‘Brunette. 30. Black frock. Weddingring. 


Obs ‘remarks that there are not many people there. 
, G@ “Yes. It is very quiet." 
O "here are usually more than this aren't there?" 


, ° 4 a 
L¢cayno. AH ~ 2 Fri. Afternoon 21.4.38) 


G "Yes. Well the best two weeks have been very gqhiet. The warm weather I 
suppose." 

O "Do you come here often?" 

G “When I have nothing else to do." 


Impressions. 
Number of elderly men (¢ 60) and married women is very noticeable. No count 
made of men, but it is safe to say that there were about a dozen over 50. | 
Ekderly women also mobe in evidence, Leslie Wickham, and Bill both being. 
booked out by them. 

Standard of dancing fairly high, especially noticeable being the fact that 
all the lederly people who danced were good. 

Obs notices that there seems to be a tendency for married women to come her 
for their clandestine affairs, meeting chaps and dancing with them. This 
only an impression so far md it remains for study to confirm or disprove it 


~ owes 


‘ - + Lay “e ™ an 
rise 
ie] 


Locarno. Dresses Afternoon 22.4.39 | 


Danges . 


First dance number 3.25- Dances :- 

George Colborn. QS:FT:T:QS:FTLW:QS/ 
Deacon. FT:QS:T:QS:FT:W: QS: FT: W/ 
Colborn. QS:FTBLB:9S:W:Cabaret: QS/ 
Deacon. FT:Q0S:T:W: QS: FT: O53 W3Q5~- 

L%Aa Colborn Deacon Totals. 
Quickstep. I3 
Foxtrot. 8 
Waltz € 5 
Tango. 3 
Blues. 1 


3T 


Numbers. | 
About 250 in the ballroom, and probably about 200 in the balcony. 
For the dances about 70-80 couples on the floor. 
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7. [ 44 


Follows. Locarno. AH 2806439 : 
Partner I. Bee Man 35, 5'9", fair hair, working class(?), brown lounge 
E §$ suit. Confident type. : 
Partner 2. Man 25, 5'6", Fair hair, Light brown suit, glasses, Looked 
shy type e 1 ° 


Tango 8.5 Dances with blonde girl lLeans against one of the pillars 
sitting at table to left at entrance (2 on diagram of HC) 
of entrance and touching Leisurely lights a ciggrette. 
edge of floor. Partner 1 
a blonde 5'8" in pink eve 

D LO ning gown. e25 


QS 8.16 Partner 2, friend of 1. Stands as before still smoking : 
She is brunette in white at beginning of dance but finishes 
2 piece afternoon, c 25 cigartétte half way through dance, | 


5t6" 
FT 8.15 With partner l. Stands ditto. ~uts ha ds in poeket 
Looks borede : 
QS 8e20 Partner 2 Ditto 
W 8.25 Partner 2. Goes for l Joined by another chap of 25 and 


but she is talen te fore he they go away - ?to Dar. 
can get her. Pauses and 
thentakes 2. 


QS 8-30 Makes for 1 but she is taken Still away 
by chap in her party which 
le:s now swelled from 2 (2) 
to 4 (another girl 25 and 


chap 25). 
Te 8635 Has gone off flopr Still away 
QS 840 He returs looks over at Still away 


table, but girl in pink on 
floor. Walks away with hands . 
in pockets. Returns and asks . 
2. She accepts. “e goes on floor | 
hitching trousers which are ! 
supported with belt. 


FT 8.45 Repeats with 2 without coming Returns ad leans against — 
off floor. pillar 3. Then walks slowly | 
round back of obs till he © 
is fi cing the band. Stands 
there looking at it. 
C 8.50 Disappeared Dis@ppesred 


W 8655 Partner 3. The third girl in Moves to pillar 3 and leans” 
the party. 25 dressed in lace there. 
evening gown with pink back. 


| 


, I 4 
: Follows. Locarno. AH 2826439 
ounge l. Se 
| QS- 9eO Disappeared. Disappeared. 
ced | 
B Q9eS Partner 2 Still disappeared 
rs FT 9.10 Stands o it watchingdancing ditto 
IC) from centre of the carpet 
: in front of the pillars. 
Goes off floor 
Qs 9.13 Reappears at end of first ditto 
dance. Looks ruefully at 
| empty places at the table 
4 | and at 1 who is with the 
shes chap in the party. Stays 
Ce, out for this. 
| W Qe25 Disappeared ditto 
eket 
| QS Competition. ditto ditto 
Ex. QS 9-35 Excuses 1. Does not da.-ce ditto 
nd | with anyone else. 
: FT 9.50 disappeared ditto 
: QS 9255 Asks 4, White lace evening ditto 
| gown)+- Refused. Walks in 
| front of crowd at entrance 
| W. 10.0 disappeared ditto 
: Cyclin. contest Wanders amog crowd at ditto 
| 10.5 entrance. 
| Qs 10.20 Partner 5. Blonde 25. Black ditto 
afternoon frock. 
| W. 10.25 Stays on floor with 5. ditto 
i 6 HT. 10.35 Joinsin with 5 after about. ditto 
a, eee 60 secs wait. | 
| QS 10.45 Disappeared Returns. Has dance with 
- | partner 6, 35 black eve 
wily | ning gown. 
eC : 
ds FT 10.50 Partner 2 Repeats with 6. 
WT 10.55 disappeared disappeared 
ans | Qs 11.0 Goes to lavatory. Returns ditto 
: and stands watchingdancing 
ditto 
We 11.5 Partner 5 
eat 


I 4 
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De 
“ Bee: 
28.26.39 


9 
Follows. Locarno. AH 


9S 11.10 Partner 5 Still away 


FT 11.45 Partner 7 Flowered black ditto 
afternoon 25-6 


T. 1120 disappearec ditto 


We 114625 Goes in corner of entrance ditto 
to watch and fasten shoe- 
laceSe 
QS 11.30 Partner 8. Black e vening ditto 
. gown. 30 Brunette 


FT 11635 Partner 9. Blue afternoon ditto 
Blonde. 
QS 11.40 Partner 2. ditto. 


King. 11.45 


Goes upstairs alone having smiled 

at 2 who precedes him, Into cloak 
room, she goes in her's. He comes 
out in about 5 mins and walks slowly 
out, crosses the road, and catches 
bus. 


1. Ze 


Observed in room for 26 dances and Observed in the room for 9 dance 
cycling contest. 


Danced 20 dances := Danced 2 dances := 


with 
with 
with 
with 
with 
with 
with 
with 
with 
with 
with 
with 
B with 
HT lL with 
Refused onee by 4 


Tango 
QS 


Qs 1 with 6 
FT 1 with 6 

im succession. 
May have ft at 10.55. 


Obs got impression that l trying 
to get hold of partner 1 for the. 
evening. ane 
When he couldn't get her he trigg 
2 instead. But he went home alon 
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Locarno JA 1767.39 


$35 Smoking Counts. ‘ 
) 


8,30 Total Smoking Non-smoki 
, Men 45 8 ” 37 ac 


Vomen Ae 7 35 e: 
15 72 | 


Smoking percentage 17 


9.00 Men 74 22 

Women 7 2 
Smoking percentage 24 
64 20 44 
—_—— ce 
Smoking percentage 24 
19.40 Men 69 11 

Women ae + 

Smoking percentage  i11 

11.30 Men 59 9 | 

Women a = 


Smoking percentage 17 
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Locarno vA 17.739 "7 
“ Table Counts 
2. ble Coun 
4 9.15 Total number 200 
4 Bngaged 44 Percentage engaged 
i. Vacant 156 (sitting out 
‘ tables) 
| 10,15 Engaged 58 
| Vacant 142 24 29 
| Vacant 156 22 
| 
| cony Count (10,25) 
a4. 
Men 119 
Women 125 
Total 244 
mann M oun 
Hiro. St Bernard's Waltz 20 couples 
Palais Glide 20 
Lambeth Walk 20 
Chestnut Tree 12 
Park Parade 15 (2 couples from CT left 
floor,5 came on) 
Handsome Territorial 4 (one couple pro) - 
(Announcer tried to boost HT on mike, even 
ealling out to couples,"Don't go away". 
Previous dances in Medie were merely announced 
by name -- no propaganda 
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LE Dec mo 


LONDON’S 
GREATEST 
CELEBRATION 


CENTRE 


LOCARNO DANCE HALL 
AND BALCONY CAFE 


- 


Py BALCONY 


Ps LOCARNO DANCE HALL Wf 


| AND BALCONY CAFE. STREATHAM HILL, S.W.2. | TULSE HILL 5868. y Ps 
® TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY 
f DECEMBER 24" DECEMBER 25" DECEMBER 26” 


XMAS EVE] XMAS DAY | BOXING 


TWO GREAT THREE GALA SESSIONS W DAY 
SESSIONS Bring Your Party to 


2 p.m. till 5 1/- Our Party ! CARNIVAL SESSIONS 
6 p.m. till 11 a/- 11 a.m. till 1 Od. ll am till 1 Od. 


WHOODER BALL A. ¢2:2.uo — 2 p.m. till 6 2I- 
| | 7 p.m. till 11 a/- 7 p.m. till 11 2/6 
Get off with a Flying Start. 


(GET YOUR TICKETS NOW) (GET YOUR TICKETS NOW) 


THREE TERRIFIC 


The Management and Staff not only Wish you a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year... they will provide it for you. 


TUESDAY 
DECEMBER 31* 


Enormous 
Midnight Spectacle 
Heralding 


194] 


6 p.m. till 1 a.m. 5/- 


(GET YOUR TICKETS NOW) 


BALCONY CAFE CLOSED 
ON THIS OCCASION. 


DON'T HOPE 
— MAKE SURE 


* 


@ Get your tickets now 


* 
@ Come early dont miss a 


minute 
* 


@ A special cold Supper will 
be served both Boxing Night 
and New Year's Eve tf or- 


dered in advance 
*« 


@ /f you want to polish up 
your dancing, consult Miss 
Adele England, always in 


attendance 
— 


BUY. YOUR. TICKETS 
IN ADVANCE AND 
AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
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SOUTH LONDON DANCERS ASSOCIATION 


61, GROSVENOR PARK S.E.5. 


Secretary LENNY HAYNES Phone ROD. 4752. 


DEAR SIR. 


A MEETING WILL BE HELD AT PECKHAM 
PAVILION ON SUNDAY 


Signed Mr. LENNY HAYNES Hon, Secretary. 
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EASTER 


AT 


THE DANCERS 


STREATHAM 


W 


HILL.S 


We're having a lovely time at the Locarno ! 


Saturday 8th | Sunday, 9th | Monday 10th 


APRIL APRIL 
| EASTER BANK HOLIDAY 


THREE Locarno 11 a.m. to | a.m. 6d. 


GREAT Sunday Club}... 3 p.m: to.6 p.m, .3/- 
SESSIONS 


ffam. to 1 p.m. 6d. 


| 


5S p.m.to 6pm. 1/- ) * *’ 


7.50 to 11.50 p.m. 1/6 


3 p.m. to 6p.m. = 1/- Holiday Carnival 
Note. We advise you to apply 


Easter Fve (Jala for Membership early if you-wish _” Ball 
Cr. 


» yt to enjoy the full Easter 
7.30 to11.45p.m. 2/6 Programme, 7.30 p.m. tol a.m. 2/- 


7. 


DANCING 
Friday /th 


APRIL. Good Friday. 
(SUNDAY | CLUB) 


TWO 
GREAT 
SESSIONS 


3.p.m. to 6p.m.:- 1/- 


7.30 to 11.30 p.m. 1/6 | 


DANCE 


Twice-a-day 
the ‘Mecca way 


at 
LOCARNO 


London's ‘Liveliest’ 


DANCE HALL. 


STREATHAM HILL, LONDON, S.W.2\ \ 


“o. TULSE HILL 5868. 


E GLAND 
eb ~ MISS TERRY CARR 
150, Streatham Hil’ $.W.2. Tulse Hill 2050. 


DANCE CLASSES 


EVERY EVENING): M48 p.m. to 10p.m. 1/- 


MONDAY BEGINNE WALTZ - QUICKSTEP 
TUESDAY —- FOXTROT - TANGO 
WEDNESDAY ENBRAL PRACTICE 
THURSDAY BEGINNERS ONLY FOXTROT - TANGO 
FRIDAY @ VARIATIONS FOR DANK 


wt Ga), 


SPECIAL CLASSES, Personally Conducted by 
JIMMY QUINN. _-* 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m 1j- 


oe oe: 
- a ¥ a ee & 
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= “2 
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Paramount. Tottenham Court Rd. ah 21.10.39 

7 
Obs Fisited hall about 4 pm. Dancing in progress. Outside 

‘ 
iq 2 comended dancing "In London's most comfortable air-raid 
shelter" c 
Obs had short talk wit’ Davis, the manager, but he was interrupted 
Navis said he would see obs acain, and asked him wo ld he like 


* 


to watch the dancing. 


"Ye chosed on September 3p@. In the morning we listened to 
the broadcast, and I called in what members of the staff there 
were to hear ite After the speech we realised we couldn't keep 
on. I told them the situation and'we all went into the ballroom 


and started takine the glass tops off the tables and clearing 


vy aS an air raid shelter. 


Then e first warning went. All the people scampered down 


LD : — 
trom tne str 


D 
AV 


et. Ve gave a concert - one that afternoon, and 
another at 7 in the morning, when that warning went. We had 
a full night staff - we were doing 24 hours on and 2 off then. 
Ye gave a concert. I called for a pianast and for volunteers 
to do turns. I indulged in singing myself - a thing I never do. 


C 


Ye had a men's nobbly knees contest. One old chap got up and 


Y) 


sang 'Soldiers of the queen' and we had kids dancing on the 
stage. Didn't you see the write up in the Te:egrapné The 


} 
reporter said it was t e "best concert he ad ever heard in | 


oe 


his life - at 7 in the morning", 


Our stafl 1s vack to normal now except ivi vuhe waiving Staite | 


We haven't taken them back, because rationing is goiig to alter — 


a 


ted 


ize | 


‘ 
a. | 
} 


Paramount 2 ah 31.10.39 
things and we may have to put them off again." 


He shows obs a comissionaires uniform with special irridescent 
hettering on the sleeves and coat front. Says it is the first 
oppeof its kind in the country. It is experimental. Lettering 

looks like neon strips, and gives off light an the dark lixe 
luminous pvainte 
Later obs saw the electrician preparing a poster with 


irridescent paint. 


No change in anpearance. About 100 people present - a small 
crowd. Obs asked a bystander and he sad it was smaller than 
usual. Later a girl with whom obs danced said the same (see 
below). 

Only o.e waiter - dressed as a navvie with cordoroy trousers 
waisteoat and red and white check shirt. Close cronped hair. 
At lower end of the room a refreshment table - rep acing tne 
usual cate service. 

At end of the room near band stand a rol!ed up word sheet of 


"WeRe going to havg out the washing 


ww 


on the Siegfried lize". 
Wte. Obs in the ballroom for about an hour and the band (5 
piece with 2 members occad onally off stage) No war tunes 
played (so far as pbs could recognise. But at least none of 
t e well-known new ones), 

Obs recognised some of the patrons, although he hasn't been 


in hall for about 4 months. 


* > ‘e. 
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O "Not bite You know its aves since I daxcec. I've not danced 
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SL ice As Te LLiLe ¥¢ te 

~~? ; ~ > a ~~ 1 ~ 1 ~ ° 1! 
z "You talk as if 1t had been going on for aves. 

—_ | hee Pa ~ pry ial - 
So: “It*s en going about 2 months and I haven't been to a dance 


since at least a month before that." 


fair .times. isen't 1% 4 


™ tt a te ae 


"Do you da 


"Well perh ps twee a weck. Not a 


lot when some people go twice 


a daye I like tie afternoon best. In the evnirg it is crowded 


both here and at the Astoria. They both a get a bog crowd." 
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"It's not very pleasant is it?" 


O 
G@ "No. They haven't 
O 


"Ivor Kirchin?" 
G "Ves 5 nN 
O "Good band that" 
G "Yes isn't it?” 


O Mell thank vou" 


usual bad here" 


G "Vhich is your favourite dance?" 


O "I think the waltz really (we had just danced a waltz)" 


(y inv 


: Ves it is nice isn't 


TAT e- P , on 
iat cha : te4 CS e 


Notice in men's cloaks. 


Notice in nas age 


Notice in foyer and 
se its cloaks. 


it. They have such nice tures," 


"Gentlemen, your maks camnot be acceptec. 
in the claokroom. 

You are advised to keep your cas mask 
with you." 


"Have you remembered your gas mask?" 


"Coming attractions" 


wYietory Ball. 8 pm. to 4 am. Alcoholic 


licence to be applied for." 


Paramoiint. AH au é /D 3i 03039 


Obs tried to work out some system of counts but it is very difficult. One 
interesting line is to get an idea of the numbers who hold their par ners 
on different manners. Tried counts but they were impossible. But found that 
there were 9 positions for the man's right hand on his partners back :- 


MWas 


I. Under her left shoulder blade. 
2. " w right " " 
3. Centre of back (Correct hold) 
4. Left side of her waist. 
5. Right '! i! it tt 
Be Centre f it a i 
7.- On her right shoulder blade. 
8. Just beneath her heck. 
9. Below her waist. 
Some have the palm of their hand o™ their partners body, others have the 
wrist. only touching her body. In one or two cases neither hand nor wrist 
touched her borv. | 
Not so easy to ciassify the holds women have of men. 
There are first the holds of the hands (man's left, woman's. right) and also 
the hold of the women's left hand and arm on the man's right Ramd arm and 
shoulder. 


) T Pee 
Paramount. Ache “WY 2 CO eSdeod 


Observor arrived at.II am. with S.S. Front doors of hall shut. Went 
round to back and tried there. Went first to entra nce to Paramount 
Cinmema by mistake. Entered Paramount Dance Hall by tie staff entrance. 
Building is part of a block containing the Paramount Cinema, the dance 
hall, and a row of shops, in addition to the flats above the building, 
Entered by the taff door into a conctrete paved passage. Brick walls, 
Down glight of steps which reverseé on themselves and out through a 
door into a passage about 3'6" wide. Again conerted flooring ad trick 
walls. Down some st eps and into the kitchens. Straight through these 
into the ballrooms. 

Ballroom lit only by pilot light on a stand with splayed tripod feet 
Noticeable squeak of springs as you cross the floor. Along the room and 
out past the soda fountain into the foyer. Up the carpeted stairs and 
ssage - heavily carpeted, very black, wit-. an occasional 
aN he- wall mirrors as you pass. Ve try the managers office But 
it is locked. Knock next door at the secretary's office. She is in. 

Time now II.I5. She starts work at I0.30 so is well down to it now, 

Jewass aged about 23-5. Dark complexion, black hair. Finishes ec 6p. 

Obs tell their business. When will Mr Davis (manager) be in? Not till 
about I2. May we look round then? Yes. Leave our coats in the office 
and 20-6 

Cull in lavatory on the way to the hall andthere a cleanre at work 
on the steps lewing from the cloakroom to the lavatorye 


CLEANER. Woman aged 25-6 
¢ 


Obs asks her what her hours are. 8 - i p.m 


"What do you do in your spare time? Go to the pictures?" 
"Well I sometimes go to classes if I can afford it"? 


‘What sort of wages do you get?" 
"Oh the usual for cleaners"(25/- we:k See Christine below). 
“We're writ ing a book on dancing so would like your stay" 
"Oh it's no good asjing me. I live a very staid life - nothing exciting. 
You will get no colour from. me. I've not been here long either’. No 
you go and ask Sheila. She does more than I doe” 


Obs leaves S.S. with the cleaner and goes off i to the ballroom. Walks 
across and into the kitmen. 


KIT CHEN « : 


About TSP x TOY#S Irregula shape. At each end of the longer wall 
which backs on to the ballroom are two swing doors - one for going in 
one for coming out. These have zine plates on so that waitresses with 
loads can pang them open with their trays. 

Walls white-tibéd one third way up. Rest wheam paint om the plaster. 
At one end part of the room is walled off and forms the washing up 
room. Off the main room there is the arder. 

A telephone with IO switch connections is set on the wall. 

Down the centre of the room is a working table with racks for dished 


Dif ne Ta ee hs gue ey, pect eal iis 
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grills in the middle.All gravy automatically drsined off into a contain 


Paramount. reas 3 2 TL 3 20.3439 


Against the wall backing on to the ballroom is the cash desk and next t 
to it a small table. 


On the other side of the room running down the full length of the room 
are at intervals a set of gas stoves, a table with a portable electric 
griller on (this a patent up-to-date type; shuts up like a box with the 


er at the side). Then a large gas grill, then tables with dish racks on 
tope Finally a small group of dish racks. In one corner a bread slicer. 


ROUGH PLAN OF KITCHEN 


TO — room 


\/ satemsnnstenes 
To ballroom 
To stores ete | 


TO kitchert 


et | | 
iDveimer grill | 
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Kichen (Contd). 


Hot water is permanently available on aid on pipes. Below these is a 
metal grill and all slops from tea pots and water ete f om dishes can b 
drained off immediately. 

The Kitchen Manageress - Miss Hancock. 


Aged about 45, 5'2", black hair, slight figure. Dressed in afternoon 
frock and wodlé@en coatee. Been with Mecca 7 months : 
This is her first experience in a dance hall./Previously she has | 
worked in hotels and clubs. She starts at I p.m. and stays till they 
close at night. She gets the usual one day a week off "If I'm lucky". 
She has a kitchen staff of 7 (includins herself). Says that this is | 
all right when they are quiet but on busy days - Moncay is a busy day = | 
she coulfd do with more. 

Biggest item is staff mesls. They serve some 500 of these weekly. Wit} 
patrons meals the number varies. Serve about 200 afternoon teas daily - 
rere. sandwiches, soft drinks etc. 

Jews like smoked salmon, savouries, or else sweet things like cakes. 

She thinks this is why they arecso fat. 

When Obs interviewdd her after lunch she was busy laying doyleys on 
afternoon tea plates and piling the plates, thus coverec, ready for use. 
Said it paid to be methodical and that it was nicer to serve the food 
with a doyley. People like that sort of thing. They get through 3-4 
Pross doyieys weekly. ; 

They had a chef here but he was off that day. This meant more work for 
the reste 

They never cooked joints except for the staff. In a place like this 
there was little demand for full dimmers. At night grills were the main: 
things. 

Those who had built this kitchen had no conception in her opinion of 
the nature of dance catering. It was a lovely kitchen - the ke st me 
had ever been into. She said that she had been in plenty of hotel 
kitchens which were usually half the size of this. They were usually 
very hot too. This kitchen was well ventilated. She said she could 
Metcater for I,000 people easily from a kitchen like this. 

She had worked at the Ritz. The heat was terrible theree So was the 
management. One was not to ask questions. So long as you were doing 
something it was 0.K. but as soon as you asked anything &t was not. 
Monday was her stocktaking day so she was very busy. Undcerstaffing 

also meant that she ad to give a hand with cooking and was not. able 
merely to supervisee 
The: got through some 7-800 towels in.a week (this being mainly in the 
lavatories of course). Thought that plenty cleaned their boots on the 
towels judging by their appearance. 


DISHWASHER 


Obs went in to see her at work. Si ks faced the entrance (see sketch) 
Round rest of the room draining boards. Dishes first put into left hand 
sink to get off the dirt and then rinsed in right hand sink. Lowered 
into this on wooden racks, with two handles one’ at each end a bout I’ 


in: 


nd 


HAS 


‘Says that there are married chaps who say they wouldn't do the job if 


Says there were I2 electricians at the Casino. “ere he is the only On€e - 


A 
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long. These thus projected above the water level and the dishes could 
be lifted out easily. Racks co sisted of vertical wooden pegs. 

Asked her if she got fed up with her job. Seemed surpbised at the 
question and said "No, why?" Obs said he thought it would be a pretty 
awful job. She said not at all. She got usec to it "Like everything 
else", 

Dishes are lert to drain dry. She starts at I pem. like the rest of the 
kitchen staff and finishes when the place closes. 


CLEANER IN THE KITCHEN. CHRISTINE. 


A Breton aged about 46 (Obs estimate). 

Hours 8 aem. - I pem and 7-30 pem =< I2 mdt. 

Has to clean all the staff rooms, and the kitchen. 

She comes from Brittany. Has been over here for the last six years. Ha 
a daughter aged I4 living in France with relatives. Supports her, but 
"25/- a weel doesn't go very far". That is her wage for the mornings 
work (usual cleanres hours) but Mr. Davis has let her come in in the 
evenings to do extra. Needs the extra to keep her daughter. Says Davis 
considerate. What does she do with her afternoons - pictures? No she 
usually rests. Gets one day a week off. Doesn't feel like much in the 
afternoons when she. has been working. 

Says that her wage of 25/- for the mornings work is quite common for 
cleaners and that lots of places only pay £1 for the same work. . 

In the season she goes away to seaside places, working in hotels. “ays 
that is very hard work. | 

She has been working in +yons md is going back to Paris this sunmer 
for a period. She goes back every year. me 

"But it's no use grumbling. If I didn't do the work someone else would. 
English people don't like much work". 

(N.B. Notes say she gets two afternoons a week anc every other Sunday, 6) 
but thisdoes not tally with the above. See S.S. report - this may : 
be the soluttion) 


She gave Obs a cup of tea at II.30. Had already had one herself - water : 
boiled in an aluminium kettle on the gas stove. Gave the electrician 
a cup too. 


THE ELECTRICIAN. 


Hours II aem. - 12 poem. 

Looks about 30. Fair hair, small moustache. 

Gets Thursday off each week and every 3rd. Sunday. This is his first : 
job in the dancing line. He was previously at the Casino. Has been here | 
about 5 weeks. Says he is not married and wouldn't co job if he wase 


they were single. Reckons that a married chap - especially a young 
married chap - wants his eveni.gs at hope. 


Has an assistant - at least he is suppoS8ed to be his assistant but is 
always doing other jobs. (This is the page. See SS report). 

Says that he has to do other jobs. He does the poster work for the 
place, arrangs d corations etc. (see below). "The only time I .do 
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anything electrical is when the lights fo out and I can't see. The I 
have to."(laughs). 
Later he led two Obs round the projection room. 
This at the entrance end of the ballroom above the foyer. They have 
a talkie projection apparatus (this fitted in when Paramou t aan the pi 
place. Assistant m:nager said later that they had apparently run shorts 
in conjunction with daneing - a sort of news theatre-cum-the-dansant, 
Mecca did not use the screen now, only running the machine for test one 
a month. Hartley - assistant manager - said that they didn't think you 
could mix dancing with cinema). Machine would: run 20-minute shorts. 
They had provision for another machine - a projection hatch being fit- 
ted for that purpose - as for full length films two machines are needed. 
The reason for this is partly the length of the spools but mainly the 
facet that th’ ecarbons for the ares burn out in 20 mins and have to be 
replaced. “ith a long film they switbh over from one machine to the nexf 
for thise special Yn 
Showed Obs the petent hatches which have to be fitted over the proj- 
ection appertures. These are all interconnected and as they work up 
and down in a slide the release of a catch ( a hard knock sideways is 
sufficient) lets them all drop and insulates the auditorium f:om the 
projection room in -ase of fire. Fire is easy with thepossibility of th 
the film jamming. When this jams the heat of the arc is suffivient to 
ignite the celluloid. As an additional help in case of fire a quick 
release opens the fanlight to allow the smoke to escape from the room. 
Also showed the Obs the Mercury vapour trans ‘‘ormer for converting | 
from A.C. to D.C. DeC. much better for an are giving a far fatter | 
spark for the seme amount of current. 
Other apparatus included the re-winder for the films a.d the battery 
storage room. LeCC regulations p ovide that there should be sufficient 
stored current to light the building for sufficient time to get all peo 
ple out in case of emergency. The 50 volt storage batteries Bere were 
sufficient to lisht the building for 3 hours. There were 24 batteries 
arranged in a double rack and numbered. 
In the projection room there is a 'monitor' mike to allow the operetor 
to know if there is the proper tonal quality on th speakers. Also a 
ramophone with pick-up,in case the hall is ever temporarily deprived 
of the services of both bands. "And that will give better misic anyway 
because they are better bands. As the people only here these bands 
over the speakers in any case it is better on -e recordd". 
Having shown us projection room was just going back to the store when t 
the assistant manager came along and told him to get limes ready for 
Park Paradee Only one lime used. 
Recess to projection room can only be attained by going out into the 
street and round to the side of the building. : 


’ 


6 
Paramounte AH IL 3 20 230239 


Also in the projection room the switches for the lights. T ese are Gh | 

duplicated downstairs. The switches are of the push-button type and 

work automatically the mechanism for increasing o r decreasing the 

resistance and thereby dimming the lights or increasing t’ em. This 

automatic working of the mechanism assures a steady change in light 
ms volume, which could ..ot be got by manual control. 


STORE ROOM 


n 
vig Led us from projection room. Access to store via the staff entrance, 
then up some stairs aod alome a narrow passage 3' wide, with a ledge on 
a one side on which were piled some chairs, not being usec in the hall. : 
ed. Store itself about I5' wide and 20' long. On the right side the door 


and all dong right walls pigeon'holes' about 3! x 4'. In these were 
stored bulbs, odd boxes of balloons ete (see SS report). In front of 
ex these s. elves a row of nails with duplicated alphabets of 3-ply wooden 
letters with powdered glass irridescent faces. : 
| At the end of the room facing the door a work bench with fret saw, pots 
| of paint etc, and on the other lone side of the room metal cabinets (4) 
pul » In the corner behind the door mo e properties - a ply-wood shamrock @ 
leaf used on St. Patricks Nicshte : 
th O:. the top of a pile of wood and paper a comuissionaire's coat (his hat 
) was on the top of the shelves). 
Small table in fromt of the work bench - an old office revolving chair 
‘ and a wooden chair. 
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Barnett (electrician) is discussing what to do with a poster advertising 

a free gift nicht (Monday) when 500 free gifts of hair cream will be made. 

Is to alter an old posttr (advertising tast Mondays free gift of ladies 
this 

cream. Poster in red with white background for blek letters. On one side 

the day "Next Monday" on the other time and p ice of acmB sion in black 

letters on white ground. These can be left as they bear no date. Also 

"500 Gifts" at the bottom of the centrepiece. He discusses it with the page 
who suggests cutting out cardboard and begins to do so. Hartley comes in 
with message. Shortly followed by Davis who sends page off with a message 
and then gives Hartley a phone call to put across. Both go out and Davis 
starts looking at poster. Turns to Obs "You see you have to be a Jack-of- 
all-trades at this job. 

Barnett has cut out some three ply letters for this poster and arranges 
them on the poster preparatory to et Seet oe them on. Decides that the 
cardboard would look ugly on th poster. Paints over the blek letters but 
this leaves thick grey marks across the poster. Waits for it to dry. 
When it is dry he paints over it with white paint and this dries a clean 
white. Davis goes. "aint now dry and Barnett starts st icking on the letters. 
hese painted in red. Has first painted a black boarder round the white’ 
centrepiece to make the letters stand out better. Now sticks the letters on 
starting from the last and going nearly to the middle of the name and then 
going on to the first and making the whole meet in the centre. 
Says that these new raised letters are a craze of Davis'. Obs says that 
they Go lok more solid and expensive and that when Baywh&Sthas made out an 
alphabet it will save him a lot of time each week. He wx reese 

Obs asks him how many posters he does a week. “ays it varies according to 
the other jobs he has. If he is slack he does a lot, if busy some are sent 
out to be dome. 

Ask how many bulbs he replaces each week. B replies that usually.2 dozen o 
odd weekly varging of course. Says that with the coiucealed lights for the 
hall he usually lets these go till the hall begins to look a bit dim and 
then he may repleee as many as 200 at one go. There are some 2,000 bulbs in 
the building. 


THE BAND. (Ernest .-Loraine) 


Obs had been told to come because this was a cabaret rehearsal day. Band 
not there when Obs arrive. 

Violinist arrives at II.60 a.m. Dressed in evening clothes, single breasted - 
overcoat. He sits down at the piano and twiddles a few notes and starts 
writing them down on a sheet of music. Violinist thin faced, dark, about 30. 
and some 55'S". 

At II.55 drummer arrives, About 5'5", fattish face, aed about 30. Calls ou 
to violinist "Oh my boy. He's returned from the dead. Been up all night 


George says not. Ha an early night in fact. 

Meanwhile Hartley - assistant manager - dressed in inlck coat and striped 
trousers is dusting the floor with a wide brush. : 

George and the drummer sit down to the piano and try a duet. Grin at Obs. 
and G. remarks "He's a drummer and I'm a fiddle player, otherwise we woulg — 
not be playing the piano." George plays the mss with both hands - rumen 


the “psa his right hand. They start St Louis Blues, a 
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Trumpeter arrives II.57. Dark, thin, 5'7", drawn features, small blck 
moustawhe, curly untidy hair, white scarf round his neek. 

George gets up f om the piano. 

Drummer puts on 4 straw hab and sits down and with flourish says "Songs at 
the piano". Grins and starts 'vamping' up and down scale. George puts a 
sheet of music across the keys of the piano ( a baby grand with the top 
removed) and it emits a tinny sound. “Georve grins. Drummer plays a tune in 
barrel organ style the tinny sound heishtening the effect. 

Drummer looks across at Hatley "Well how are you - better?". 

The trumpeter turns to Hartley as the lights above the stand are switched 
on 

"Don't put the blue lights on. It is terrible to read by them.” 


Saxophomist arrives I2. zinger wavy hair, fattish face,an d figure. 5'5" 7 


They start enqui’ ing where the cabaret has got to. "It's usually we're late 
volunteers drummer. He turns to the keyboard again and starts playing the 
melody of a tune with the right hand 


"Remember this George? '‘yhen we're alone' Lew Stone used to play it at the 
Monseigneur, with Al Bowley singing.Loavgely." He starts crooning himself for 


a few notes and stops playing. 

Trumpeter sits on the edge of the bandstand and starts reading the paper 

and smoking. The sax stands talking with dartley. | 

(Band is a five-piece - piano )Ernest Loraige),drums,violin (doubles double 

bass), trumpet, saxophone (doubles clarinet and flute), Have been here 8 

weeks - the ta:nd only having been together that long.) Drummer 

Trumpet asks drumner what he has been doing eith his hair. +rumpet-says 

he has t® en to the baths that morning. He roughles his hair over the front 
of his face and crins "Kreisler - I'll play my waltz". 

Starts imitating an eccentric msician. 

Time now I12.10.One of band starts swearing at absence o1' cabaret. Another 
looks over at Obs and says 


"Put in your book that the band plays nap in the intervals between dances". | 
Obs asks how often the: rehearse. they tell him that they do little rehears | 


as with a small combination like this there is little neec to. 

No sign of cabaret. At 12.35 the band start rehearsing. 

Drummer gets in position. Violin still wears hat and coat - looks tired. 
They start playing, the pianist counting "I,2,3,4" to start them. They play 
two bars and peter out - 2 are playing the wrong side of the music sheet. 
They begin again "I,2" this time. Pianist calls out "Start off after ca. 
Let's go" and they begin. Tune is "Siberian Sleig Ride" - semi-concert 
piece to strict tempo. Drummer bangs lustily at sleigh bells hung over 

the side of the foot drum. Has msic on the top skin of the kettle drum. 
They play a few bars. 

Ernest calls out "Whoa. This is no good with this combination. The bloody 
tenor's impossible". 

They try another number - "War Dance for Wooden Indians" - another strict 
tempo "pretty" number. Play this through once. 

Next number "Tinkerbell". They start and stop after 2 bars - too fast. 
Begin again with slower tempo. 

Ernest grins at Obs as he plays "Do you want my autograph". 

Violin take slead in this number. Paly it through. Ernest remarks "Pretty 

at.. Tinkerbell, what the hell’ , 

eek olay again. Brnest call out in the middle "Wait a minute - hold that, 


They stop. He writes something down and looks across at Obs "You write 
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They play through the number. Ernest says at the end "Nice that. We'll play | 
it this afternoon". 
They play through it again - stopping twice. Wiolin says "Let's play that 
bit again, where the flute comes in". They play it. 


Ernest starts playing"Piger Rag" and the rest join in. Then he says 
"Let's try some buskers" and they all start to swing. 
At 12.40 Hartley comes across to them 


"There is no cabaret. There's a Harmonica contest this week. I've just 
phoned up". 


Groans from the band. They have had a journey for nothing. 


The drummer goes off, then Ernest,then the rest. 
They go off to the band room. These as follows 


BAND ROOMS . 


There are two band rooms in the Paramount. Obs only saw that of Ernest 
“oraines band. 
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! x IO'. Whitewashed walls. Ledge runs down one side of room about 
wae wide. Piled on this are sheets of music, three Letters, Copy of Picture 
Post, copy of the Penguin "Selected Short Storeis of Saki pe theg tas ig. Ahn 
the floor (in three separate sheets) which had just been washed. ore a 
one wood, the other a card table. On the former a pack of cards and & Copy 
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of Bverybody's Weekly. 

On the door two notices (see notices) and another painted in red letters 

on the wall. 

Row of green metal fireproof lockers down one side of the room. Ernest had 
two, the rest one eabh. One locker (unused) on top of the ledge. 

Scotch saxophonist told Obs that room was better than a lot of land rooms - 
it was cleaned out every day and the floor washed and was clan even if 


damp and underground. WwW 


Lavtory - hand basin mirror on wall, and a chair, and a W.C. in separate 
compartment (see sketch). In the passage leading to the lavatory a réller 
towel on the wall - very dirty (explanation fortheoming when the sax. player 
cleaned hid shoes on it preparatory to going out). 


After playing rehearsal band entered there. Obs followed them into passage 
and was copying a notice off the wall when the drummer came out and saw 
him and told him to go risht into the bandroom and have a chat with the 

boy ‘Se 

Obs en ters. Trumpeter, sax. and violin still there. Loraine and drummer 
have gone off. Trumpeter is still playing. Starts reading from music on the 
wooden table - "Tda an Dot" a polka. Trumpet sounds very blaring in the con 
fined space. 

They chatter about the job to Obs. Get 4-day weekly. They set their's on 

F ry - Ivor Kirchin on ®réday Monday. A spare band is brought in for the 
day when this happens. Obs asks if Mecca have a band going round relieving 
at the halls on the circuit. They say not but agree it would be a good 
ideae 

Tell Obs tat Locarno known in the trade as "The Factory". When Obs asks 
why violinis* grins and says ‘why do you think?" 


Trumpeter says that sometimes funny things happen there. The other Saturday se 


when they were having the children's free lessons Hartley was taking them an| 
asked "Now who ean croon" Oe child calls out quite seriously "Bing Crosby" «| | 
One calls out "Are you going up the street Arnold?"(i.e. Archer St 

Violinist plays at a club at night after he “inishes here. Usually finish | 
at II, sometim@s II.40 and he has only q « hour's walk to the club. Plays ther | 
from I2 to 12.30 with a special “combination - unusual in the business - of 
Bass(he plays that), clarinet, accordion, and guitar. Plays at the Maurice 
Club. | 

The sax player - a Scotch chap - starts shaving with an electric fazor. 

Says he has had it I8 months and wouldn't be without it. Used to have razor 
rash before, but not since he used this. | 
They chat about the condition of trade when Obs raises topic. Say that the 
abdication killed a lot of the ‘gigs’, . 
Tell a few stories; one about Sir John Reith who was supposed one day to ha | 
have decided to send all musicians round the tradesmens entrance of the B 0B.) 
Paderewski arrives and gets similar reception to rest. (Rather feeble Obs | 
thought). 
Then another about a little boy who was playing in the dirt. A gent comes | 
up to him and asks him what he is doing. He replies he is making a model of | 
a dance hall. Boints out the various points about the hall. Man says itis | 
very good but where is the band. Reply "Oh I haven't got enough shit left | 
to make that". | 
Then "Did you hear about the musician who married a prostitute and brought 
her down to his own level", | 
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At Ie5 the trumpeter and the violinist go off to'the street’. 

Obs talks to the sax player. He is Scotch, a out 30, reddish hair (wavy), 
fattish features. 

Has been playing in dance bands in Chile, New Zealand, India - in clubs, an 
reataurants. 

Talks about the conditions of work. Says they are not so bad here (see abow 
They pay £2,10.0 less here than Union rates. Minimum here is £5, in Union 
£7e10.0. But thinks the Union will set them to fall in line in the end. It 
is not like a small firm though. There the Union can send a representative 
along and tell them that if they don't fall in line they will picket the 
place. They have even done picketting on the “est End. But in the case of 
an outfi like Mecca it is not so easy. Even if the whole band is called 
off by the Union they can get set some more musicians in to take their 
-pelplace. But he thinks that Neimann ('the old man') will come round in 
the end - he is not likely to hold out for another £20 week for he will los 
that by adverse publicity. 

Trouble here is the time off. They only get one whole day off in IO here. 
In London generally it is much tougher than in the provinces with the Sun. 
dancing they have down here, but it could be managed better. For example th 
band is getting tomorrow off. Well it won't get another day off till a week 
next Friday. That's not right. The band should have a day off a week. It is 
hard work for when they are on the stand it is non-stop playing till they 
come off. This afternoon they are having no relief as Ivor's boys are off 
till the evening, and they will have to play 3-hours non-stop. (This wag th 
Base og they went from one number to the next with only a pause to change 
MUSLC) e 

Talks about the place and the money they must take. Says that last Friady 
(St Patrick's night) there were I224 people at 3/-.eache Then thiJk of the 
profit they make on the bar apart from refreshments. On 24 bottles they 
probably make an extra glass from the gregs. As they charge 7d a glass this 


is clear ppofit for them. Also he thought that they often made 6 bottles do 
for 7 glasses. 


Obs went in band room in the evening before evening session. Time "p.m. 
Violinist was writing music. He does some of the band arrangements. 
Sax player sat reading Everybody's. Trumpeter comes in with paper and gives 
it to the drummer who sits reading. He reads out about a clock which is 
being pulled down at a spot where he used to make his dates when he first 
came to London in {929. They talk ploitics. The trumpeter starts tryingto 
play the flute. Ernest comes out of thelavatory and says that the soap is 
there for once. Apparently people come inaand -inch it. They start swearing | 
about one of the women on the staff (Obs thinks it is Miss Hancock) saying © 
she is a "| hoody cunt" ete.Théyargue that she is officious etc. and that te | 
best way they can put hercin her place is not to buy any stuff in the Mecca&e 
One of them already has all his meals out. 
Trumpeter starts playing the "Bluebells of Scotland". 
Obs remarks on thetr different accents and finds that 
The violi.ist is from London 


Ernest Loraine " " Manchester 
The trumpeter “ *" ‘ 
" drummer " " Merthyr Tydvil 


" Saxophonist " Scotland. 
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Saxophonist. 


Also gave Obs some details of his own life. His father is a traveler, at 430 
present with the American firm Libby's. That is how he (sax) got round te 
world. "New Zealand is the place for you and me. The chaps who go out there 

are rough. Thev want intelligent people there. I'm not saying I'm intellig- 

ent - you are. J finish Cc } 


y¢ ished school at I4. I've not had mich of an education. 
But at I I was earning £20 a weekY Z 

Obs. "What do you get here then?" 

Obs. "That made you come here then?" 

Sax "Yell I had a good job at £12 a week for 3 years. I ran my own band in 
Nottingham for two. Then I went up to Scotland to open a all there. I was 
left holding the baby. So I came down here at Xmas and sot fixed up here", 
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Ivor Kirchin and Band. 

¥30 Obs had little opportunity for eeing t em. They were playing in the night) 
session With E.L. However Obs called in to see Ivor to get details of himse? 
ig and band. 
Qvor has his own room in addition to the band room for the boys. Obs didn't 
| see latter. 
Ivor's room about IO' x 6'. ‘Yhitewashed walls but in this case mainly 
concealed. Along the left sice of the room from the door there are three 
mirrors on the wall and in front of them a shelf rumning t e full length 
of the room. Three photos of stage stars - adcressed to Ivor - were on the 


Wall. 2 wooden arm chairs a cet of drums and three lockers (metal as in B.L) 
band room) completed room furnishings. In far corner next to shelf a wash 
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| fntrance to band room 
. When Obs entered 6 members of the band were crowded round Ivor watthing 
. him trying to fix an electric razor. 
They left soon after Obs entered. When he had entered none had taken any 
: special notice of him - merely looking round without surprise.eOne had made 
some remark to him about the razor. They seemed to accept all who entered 
: room without guestion. Hartley and Davis arrived soon after and they too 
aroused no apparent surprise. | 
When the band had left room Obs went over to 68s Ivor. Ivor looke d gloomy 
: not 'hail-fellow-well-met' as usual. Said he was feelins off-form -'had a | 
: sore throat and couldn't sing; so the band wasn't getting the attention it 
should. Said he didn't feel tike work. He had a woman aged about 30 with 
him in the room. : 
Ivor himself looks about 30. He gave Obs book of press cuttings to look th 
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through. In all cases thé date had been cut off when tie cuttings were taken 
off so it was impossible to form any chronological impression of the career 
of Ivor and his band. In one case write up on both sides of page had been 


Cuttings referred to stuck down, concealing one side 
Playing at Tivoli, New Brighton, on same bill as hyllis Robins. Ws 


Playing at tie Ritz, Manchester, 
His new discovery, "Dusty" I7 year old negress crooner = at Sherries 
Brdchton. 
Gi He played continously for 44 years at Sherriles. ’ 
2 Ivor once worked with Geraldo (and Na Gorebla according to Hartley) at 
, Hotel Metropole, Blacknool. 


40 Was first northern band chosen by B.2.C. for late night broadcasgs - 
aa formerly Henry Hall having been the band; or Ambrose) 
20 One dated press cutting - 16.8.°6 - Reyvholds News, statec that he was 
IO when he started s inging andtaking small parts in amateur operatics. At 
I4 came under influence of Buddy Gilmone - first jazz drummer to come to 


EBnv-land with all-black svneopated orchestra. 

At I6 he had is own band at a London Club. Thence to Blackpool, then 
Manchester where he didi concert work as we@l. From there he went on Gaumont 
British circuit ae-we- He left their hall (the Regent Brighton) to join up 
with Mecca circuit in March I935. 

An advertisement cutting had text:- 

"Stars galore will accept only Operadio amplification (Photos of Lew 
Stone, Ivor, Jack Jackson, Bert Ambrose, Evelyn Dall,Sam >rown, Charlie 
Steele, Sid “ipton, “at Goneala). 

A photo of Cab - the half caste member of Ivor's band (formerly with 
3illy Cotton) doing the Big Apple. 


At the Tivoli, “ew Brighton, with Teddy S3rown 
Openedcat Rivoli, M/ t broadeast from Ritz I930. 
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Obs nd iced the free and easy atmosphere between Ivor and the boys; this 
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KAS 6 pem. Wash all tables, ashtrays, replace any menus that have falle 
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Waitress. 


Obs asks w_itress for detai's of her work. She is about 25. Obs asks her 
if Miss Wiltshire is thére. 


"Oh she's a lovely girl. No, she is not here. It is her day off today". 
Obs asks this girl for details of her life. 
She is on from I pem. - Ie midnight. 
Says the job is pleasant. When she is slck she can listen to the msic. 
Progremme. | 
Begin I pem. Wash tables, dust chairs, wash ashtrays, put the menus round’ 
the tables. 
2pem. Dress in uniform. Comes down at 2.45 and has cup of tea - til] 
3 p.m. Serves from 3 - & (the afternoon session). 


or been removed. Have supper. Return to duty asain at 
7el5 and serve till Ie. 


(see Paramount, ‘Notices for note to the effect thit tiey cet IO mins break’ 
on evening duty - ”.5) 


They have a waiting staff there of 5 waitresses amd one waiter. Obs thought 
this was rather small and said so. Reply "Oh no. It is plenty. We wouldn't 
make a living othrwise." They rely of course for tips to m e their 
living. Retaining salary is I8/- weekly CI chy / Ah A/ By /GbbeAé/ toe Kid 
gidvér/IKédK/LALEY. When insurance etc deducted leaves I5/9 weekly. 
They have about 32 tables each to serve. 

Waitresses wear wed frocks. 


Soda Fountain Attendant. 


Girl about 20, well made up. Obs talks to her about her job. Starts at I 
like waitress and finishes at midnight. 
From I - 3 she cleans the bar soda-fountain upe 
From 3 = 6 she is serving at the soda fountain. 
" 7.30 - I2 she serves in soda fountain. When there is a bar she serves 
soft drinks f om the soda fountain in the kitchen. 
She has been in this job a month. Asked if she likes it says "I like the 
music and things - it's nice really. The music is my attraction here". 
She is dressed in white coat with red tapeis:; and a sm 11 white hat. 


15 I 3 
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Paramouht heving a Staff Dance on Wed. Tickets 2/- If the staff sell Io 
they get one free. Any of the Paramount Staff can go - and they are 
replaced by hired staf fot the evning. Asked waitress if the staff from 
other Halls would be there and she said they would only come if they had 
nicht off. They would -.ot set special leave off to attend. 


Odd notes on the daye 


oll b-veteee. | - Assistant Manager . 
Got talking to Hatley the assistant manager. He looks aboutce and Obs 


thought that he was young for the job. Menttloned this to him. He smiled 
and said he was pas] next birthday . Began as a Pare “oy at Sherries 3 years 
aco. Has known 2 to have rapid appointments like this. One of tiese is 
manaver at Leeds. 

He used to live at Blackpool (very interested when Obs told him M.O. had 
done baurvey there). From there his people moved to Brighton and that is 
how he came t> get the job at Sherries. 

At 8 pem. Davis comes up and discusses what to do with the cabaret. Didn't 
know what were the times of the bands spea@ls on the stand. Yartley dad. 


Davis. Manager. 


Looks no more than 30. See rough notes elsewhere for some details about 
1 him.(More to be found out yet). 


Warning Bells. 


Two bells go off before doors open - one befere IO minutes before the 
session dtle to begin, the other at time for doors to open. At the first 
bell staff are sypposed to take up stations (see notice to band to this 


effect). 


Rough notes on Dancing. 

— "jitterbugs" 

2° Monday night is poular wiih swing fans and there were several there tonight 
Davis and Band told Obs t at actually there was a poor attendance. A girl 
whom Obs had.one dance with said same thing. 
Some - Obs counted four couples especially (all mixed) trucked like mad 
nearly every dance (tango excepted and waltz. One couple even managed to 
concoct truckin to waltz time). 
One of band came and watched with Obs when they had finished session and 
said that they really had no idea. But a negro was dancing with a white 
girl Difference in his style mot pronounced. Whereas the English dancers 
who "swung" were pronounced in their movements - hips sKaken “with markee 
emphasis, feet stamped, legs kicked out, trunk sinuated, heads shaken, 
arms waved with a trembling motion, the negro moved in a smooth _lide. 
Even when he shook his body it was gracefully done. Trumpeter remarked 
to Obs "Look at him. He's got rhythm. Every single movement he does fits 
in. Like the rest of the negroes he has got rhythm", 
Obs turned to a waitress and asked her whether’ they were always like this. 
"Yes. Worse sometimes. I think they make fools of themselves". 

The dancingof these swing fans arouses no apparent attention from the res! 


of the patronse 8 couples trucked regularly in quicksteps.Obs made no 
special study of swing this night, but will pay repay careful Study, 
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The h caste member of #ke Ivor's band sat out in the crowd between : 
sessiong and talked to the negro and the two Enclish girls with him. When. 
Efnest's @nd started swinging he stood up and started swing too. One of 
EeL's boys told SS that he had been sacked from Votton's band for mis- 
conduct. 


Manager's Lunch. 


Two Obs had lunch with Davis and Hartley. Dbs paid for their lunch and : 
orderec it via Hartley. Lunch cooked by Miss Hancock = "brunch" (consisted } 
of fried potatoes, sausage, erg, tomatoeg bacon} Obs charged I/8 for this’ 
with cup of coffee. ("Brunch at the Royal costs I/-). 

Davis and Hartley had soup, chops and potatoes, and a © 14d sweet - blancmag 
etc. and cup of tea. 

Yalked about the floor - Davis didn't knoe how many s prings there were 
under it and hadn't seen it put up. Said that they could replace a floor 
in a night and between the night session and the next afternoon session. 
They sometimes use a special machine for ripping up the old floor. When 
the new one is put dow. they use a sandpapering machine on it --looks like 
a.sort of lawn mower = and the room is covered in dust afterwards. 

Talked about politics - Hartley mentioned Hitler and Davis suse sted 
having him in a cabaret. 

Mentioned that Heimann was ill. 

Davis had a copy of Lilliput and ws reading it over lunch passing it round 
for pictures which tickled his fancy. 


Remark at door. 


Evening session. Time 8 pem. Obs sitting in the foyer. Chap standing by 
door leading to the ballroom. Another chap comes in and sees him. 
"Hullo Wally. What's the matter? You look ill". 

Wally "Oh I've been ill. I've had a baby you know. 6 months". 

Exit friend. Neither smiled. 


Professionals. 


Obs went over to the pen. There were 2 wémen and one man. Went to man and | 
asked far details of their careers etc.Reply 
"Wetre fed up with talking about ourselves. We've had four chaps since ral 
September and one of then told one of the gitis that he'd pay her £3 a e 
week for life or something - she didn't get a penny. No you don't get a wor 
You'd get fed-up talking about yourself wouldn't you?" $ 


if he 25.11.39 


Notes on visit. 


Obs tired and did not do much observation. But elicited following, 


Number present. 


About 200 when obs entered (c.7 pm. Sat session starts 6.30 = 11) 
This increased to some 600 by 9 pm. Some still going in when obs 
left at 9.30 although it was raining heavily and a very cold wid 
blowing. 


Dance programme. 


As in peace time whilst obs there. Counted following 


FT 33 couples Obs asked msnager Davis and 

C ae is he said that the progranmes 

QS 47 " were same as in peace time. 

Pr 35 " Obs has no reason to doubt this 
W 43 A | 

Qs) 


FT)ex.me 50 couples (varying) 
ry 35 coufles 
WwW 40 " 
Bands 
Ivor Kirchin. 'Cab' the coloured drummer and singer now replaced 
by a coloured girl, aged about 18, dressed in 
orange jumper and blue bags. 
Ernie Loraine New members included bass player and trumpet. | 
Ernie still o piano, Arnold on sax and clarinet. — 
Keo now back at drums. | 
Whilst obs there (7 - 9.30) no war comedy song played. zOne or two | 
war-sentimentals played, like Hands Across the Sea. 
No cabaret. 


Waiting staff 


Obs met Miss Wiltshire (see Peckham reports ete. on George and 
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sister) who was waitress there and left. She is now back. Says they 
don't have waitresses now, but run a buffet. Two girls on this. 
Waiter, whose job appears to e just clearing tables, dressed in 
cordoroys, vest, check shirt and white cap. (see previous war 
repart on here).This waiter different from ore at last visit. 
11) 


Also white cap (rather like American train conductors in cut) an 


addition to uniform, 


Ivor Kirchin Obs chats with him. Friendly as usual. Deplores 


small number in. This at 9 when about 600 there. 
Says they have been getting far more than this. On Monday on the 
jitterbug night (see News Chronicle press cut) they had 1,800 
here. 4“e repeats this twice, and obs does not think he is just 
his boosting. Asked whether lk was at Brighton in summer he said yes, 
and said that business was not very good. "It was overshadowed by 
the war cloud. People didn't feel like dancing". 
Crowd. Usual low @tass type, unintelligent, but generally good 
dancers. Danéing is always more showy here than other Mecca places 
ed (maybe Royal similar). Not much jitterbugzing. Had one session 
(for some 10 minutes) and it only got 4 couples up, despite plea 
from band announcer to get up, as this would be the only swing 
session and jitterbug-ing would be forbidden in ordinary dances. 
wo | But the very next QS there were two couples jitterbugging. 


Reactions. Kire}iins band do a comedy number (non-war) with 


vocalist dgess < up with sea cap and long beard. 
Rest of band wear paper American sailor caps. Yocalist sings 


"With a yo-ho and the old Red Sea 
Shiver my timbers, feedle-dee. 


Youcan8t be blue by the old Red sea", 


—— 
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Crowd of about 50 couples dancing and about 40 of these stop and 


crowd round the stand whilst he sings. 

Later negress sings "Star Dust" and a pansy type, who Has been 
jitterbugcing on his own bn front of his pals, goes and sits on 
the band stand and gazes in admiration at her. She waves him away 


and one of the band gets up and moves him. Then they go into anothe) 


number. About a dozen stop dancing to watch her, and there are 


universal handclaps for about 30 secs when she finishes. Sings in 
fairly good voice with immense volume assisted by wlose mike work. 
Davis. Very friednly - "do come and see us again". Put obs on 
mailing list. Says that there were representatives from 
most papers on jitterbug night. Says it was a great success. Talks 
about jazz book and says MO would do a lot more good if the 
publishing was run on modern publicity lines, distributing lots 
of free copies and making a splash. Says it is a short-sighted 
policy of publi hers not to get out books like jazz book now. 
Says that the fact th=t MO mentions names - ‘even if the book is 
lousy would sell a lot of copies." Says that lots had Band Wagon 
here this week, simply becauseit reported the jitterbug night. 


"But nobody reads Band Wagon usually". 
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CCl Mr. Crocker. 


Obs chats with him after introducing himself. Crocker is general 
manager. Says he travels about a good deal all over the circuit. Yas 
& US formerly marager of the Locarno for 6 yrs. Says that they are all people 

Mis who have been ‘put through the mill' in Mecca agency. Talks about the 
organisation saying "It is a business" and what care they take over 

A 4S details. Says that the best @wming is at the Astpla, because there 

C4yy they have so many big competitions, but in their halls t' ey cater for 
the masses. When he was at Locarno the Blues went right out and he cut 
it out of the programme. Now. it is coming back. they make their chang s 
in programme according to loeql d mand. They will drop a dance and then 
start -getti g requests for it and will have to reintroduce it. Obs asks 

H& about the T. hey say it went over mrvellously up north. (Obs heard s: 

€4o same from Miss England, but doesn't believe it). Says theybtook to it 

marve llously in Se>tland. 

Dk Obs asks him does he notice any difference in dancing standards from 
one area to another. C says there are somm. (Seems to obs that he doesn 
know much about dancing, for he looks at the floor and says "They are 
dancing very nicely now" although the darring standard was pretty low 
for Mecca and for here too). Says in M/C they dance some dances quicker 
than here and others slower, In Birmingham they are very keen dancers. 
Says that obsshould see the Grand Casino there. 

Strikes obsthat whatever his qualifications for Mecca Agency C 
certainly does not know much about Garcing. 
Hehas to leave and says to obs he hopes he will see him at Locarno. 


Dancing. 

J410 Monday is the best jitterbug night. This week -8-eresy-wee is gala 
week too (see appended leaflet). There are about 400 present when obs 
arrives at 8.80 and this swells to about 600 as the evening progresses. 

W So Crowd mostly working class - coarse type in many cases. Percentage 

Tin of Jews about 40 at rough estimate. By far the worst type of crowd obs 
has seen in Mecca halls, and indeed tonight theyseem worse than usual. 

Two Jitterbugs who were at Locarno are there. Obs chats to the 
brunette. She remembers him, talks for about a minute but tries to g@t 
away and signals to the other who is on the floor. She tells obs that 
they had their week at Cricklewood palais, which is not Meccabut for (i¢, 
which she says Mecca do the catering. They don't come here often, and | 
haven't been on a Monday for sometime she says. Mecca let them in free, 


ee 


Jitterbugsing. ? 


} 
Obs watches the dancing. During quicksteps and foxtpots there is a | 
lot of this about 30% of the floor doing truckin etc. More in QS than | 
FT. One woman aged about 30, very fat and dressed in spotted blue frock 
starts truckin waggin: her left finger in the air. A coarse looking : 
gg & out 80 standing next to obs sees her and gives a loud } D 
SuLrlLawe By 
Obs tries to get down some of the steps used in truckin' but it is 
difficult. Some attempt :- 
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1. Right foot stroking the floor for 4 beats whilst the left heel 
beats on the floor in rhythm. (looks like a cat walking in the wej 

2e Hopping on right leg and raising left. leggkick it in double time 
for one seatbar. 

3e iIn the middle of usual truckin bteps the chap does a splits and 
draws himslef up slowly taking about 3 bars to do ite jObs saw 
this in a rumba 

4. To get the pulsating rh: thm which is such a marked feature when 
a lot are truckin the heel is clicked on the ground. This is done 
by sliding the foot slightly forward at the same time clicking thé 
heel on the ground. The eel is barely raised for this and one 
can't see any light under it. 

5. Some lean forward from the waist holding their stomach with their 
left hand. Looks as though% they are in pain. 

6. digging up and down in double time the couple hold each other at 
arms length round the waist. Face slightly in opposite directions 
and each jumps on the right leg. The left leg is raised to knees 
raise position and the leg is kicked from the knee in double tim 
to the rhtthm. 

7. Leaning forward from the waist hands held in front of body ina 
clasp, partner about 3' away in same position facing. Then progres 
sideways by wrigeling. feet on the gpmund - the toe and heel both 
being kept on the ground in some cases, in others heel on ground 
toe pointing upwards... First toe moves side tien heel brought pas 
then toe and So one 3 

8. Normal truckin step, heel being planted on gpound toe flicked out 
body half doubled up and trunk bent forward, lcft hand raised and 

index finger wagced in the air. 

9. Girl holds skirt, keeps legs together and bending them from the 
knee jerks forward towards partner, csiving a little jump. Then 
jumps back and again forward anc so on. Skirt is flicked up each 
time revealing underwear in some cases, tops of stockings in alle 


Average age for jitterbugs 20-30 but obs did see one chap of about 40 
doinzs it up to standard, whilst in the jitter session a chap of about 
60 took the floor with a jitterbug. He did little else but jig about 
with little sense of rhythm, but she did her stuff. 


Crazy Competitions. | . 

As part of the programe for Gala Week they had a ladies' competitiom 
in which they kd to cdince without partners. 10 entered, but most starve 
truckin irrespectiive of tune. This reduced to six at end of first round 
and again to 3 at end of this. 3 fought for the 3 prizes. One gilr 4 
"Betty" aged about 18, unintelligent pretty type, got the greatest app 
lause with her version of the polka. She made no attempt to polkas jus 
jige d around, her body quivering and flicking her skirts to reveal ~~ 
French type stockings (elastic tops above knee) anf French knickers. 7 


VA 


Guffaws and applause at this. She was awardec firts p ize and when she") 
went to the stand to accept Bhe said something and Davies grinned. Pa 

Her friend, also aged about 20 (who had kissed her passionatley on 
her ene a bei anpoubeed and hag hugged her before she went up for © 
her prize) was standing by them and laughed too and turning round J 
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announced in a loud voice "A manicure sét - and she bites her nailsj" 
Chap guffaws a this, lots laush. 

Betty returns with ter prize to her friend and says "All for you I did 
ite Last time it was Jaff Juice you wanted and I had to go and win it 
for you." 

Algo haa a laughing comp for men. 5 came upe lst 2 got Penguins. 
Overhear. 


Girl 20 (working class dumb type) to friend ditté 


"So I said 'will we be able to get in now?'She saic 'Yes' unless we'd 
rather wait fa tle lwilf crowns. We went in the 3/6 and you know there 
were two standing in the 3/6 and there were two rows of the half crowns 
emptye So we went and sat in the half crowns. I reckon that's a swindle 
Gon't you?ecsee” 
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JeB.eShért. Negro aged about 25 herevon holiday. Ntive of Freetown 


6.23%: 


C & 3. 


where he works as a waterworks engineer. Is a a 
month here and then having nother month in France. Obs 
talgk about colour bar. He says that it is remarkable that 
London, the capital eity which controls many more coloured 
p ople than Paris should have a much greater colour bar. 
When he goes and asks a girl to dance he expects to be 
refused and takes it s a matter of course. Some nights he 
says you can notige the colour bar more than others. Tonight 
hasn't been so Dad. ‘ 
Obs takks about the negroid origins of swing. Does Short 
———— the theory of swing being primitive in origin is 
sound 
"Oh yes. It is definitely primitive. It is not the most 
pramitive form of dancing but you will find that the more 
primitive dances are not only like this (ie swing) but they 
are done to the same rhythm too. It is what we call ‘dee 
'Goombay' or ‘Asika'. I think it is very true that it ig 
primitive in origin.” 
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Obs watches the dancing, which is very 'swingy' on Sundays and Mondays 
Tonight there are about 600 people present and the floor ig packed wit 
about 150 couples - maybe more - for quicksteps. About 25 7 couples dx 
some form of truckin'. Each has his own steps and some of them teach 
each other on the floor, trying out different steps. 

Qf about 10 p.m.they put on a Charleston Competition. One couple got ¢ 
on the floor. The others rushed round andformed a square with the bar 
band stand as one side. Another couple joined in after about @ ming | 
and a third a few seconds later. No others came in and Hartley stopp 
ed the band and announced that as so few seemed to ba able to do the 
Charlseton they would turn it into a jitterbug competition. Only 

5 couples came in for this. 

Comp was won by a girl of about 20 and a chap of about 23. Obs went 
over and talekd to them. The girl had won a box of scents, the chap 
an Ever Ready razor. 


Obs (to girl). "How long have you been doing this sort of dancing? 

Girl "Oh, I just pick itup. It is very tiring at first." 

Obs “How do you learn all the steps? Do you make them up as you go 
along?" 

Girl "Yes. That's right." 

She seemed shy, wanted to move away. Obs talks to her companion. He 
is about 23, tallish (5'8") very pale complexion, waéte black hair, 
beads of perspiration on his brow. He talks more readily and is anxiov 
for a bit @& publicity. 

Chap "Are you writing a book then. I'd like to see it. Will you write 


and tell me when it is out? I'd like to read ite Are you taking names. 


Do you want my name? Or here? I taught her to dance. She can't do 
ballroom very well. She has only been doing this 3 months. Saneing 
Dancing las cost me something I can tekl you, I got rheumatic 


fever through this sort of dancing. That was with dancing at Southenc 


I had afree pass on to the ag and went twice a day for 3 months. 
They made me lie on my back for months - wouldn't let me move. No .. 
pillow. They brought esery thing to me. Wouldn't let me do a thing. I 
tell you I rearly killed myself through it." 

Obs "You'd better be vareful. Bo you do a lot now?" 

Chap "Oh yes. I won a silver cup for Jitterbugging. Tere are 3 of us 
do it. Two girls and myself. We go to parties and practice. Twice a 
week we go to ohe of the girls houses and work out new steps. We 
have a gramophone and ® it to that. I prefer ballroom dancing to 
this though. 

Jitterbugging is made up of truckin' and peckin'. 

Obs "And what is peckin'?" 

C.ap “When you move your head like this. (He moves his head jerkily 
backwards and forwards in the manner of a bird pecking). 

Obs "Don't you find this tiring? 

Chap "Oh terrible. I reckon everytime you do thig another nail is 
driven into your coffin. It's murder. 
Obs "And what's your favourite ballroom dance?" 
Chap "The slow foxtrot .¥eu-x : 
Obs "Sunday is the best night for this sort of thing isn't it?" 
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Chap. "Well Monday is better. You want to come along then. Are you 


taking names?" 
Obs "Well yes if you like. What's yours?" 
Chap " Eddie Hawkins. She is Florie Carl&sle, and the other girl 


Margaret Fields.Plo has only been doing it 3 months." 
Flo has been dancing and rejoins obs and Eddie. 
Eddie “I've given him your name Flo." 
4 y — shy) "Oh you shouldn't." She looks at him shyly and take 
s hand. 
Eddie (seriously) "Oh she loves me". He squeezes her and kisses her 
on the cheek). 
Obs "So Monday is the best. This is one of the lt st places isn't it 
Eddie “Yes. It is the ar in London for jitterbugging. We went to 
a local dance at a church hall and started truckin there. 
You know they stood around and watched us amazed. They had 
never seen it before. 
Obs "And what's your job Eddie?" 
Eddie "Asphalter. I'm not working now though. This (truckin) did me 
out of it. I lost my job when I was ill. You'll write and let 
me know when this book is coming out won't you? My address is 
144 Corporation Buildings, Farringdon Rd. E.C.l 
You know fellows run books on these competitions. You have a 
number on your back when you are dancing you know and they 
will say give 2 to 1 on 10 and so on. They make up the books 
and pay out s*e+~kw-éa like ordinary bookies. It's done at a 
lot of halis. But don't say anything about it. It might get th 
them into trouble. 


R 15 You know at the Royal Tottenham, they have e up a petition 
to bani jitterbugging. About 600 have signed it," 
Obs “Who started that.? 


Eddie "Some of the dancers I suppose. They get kicked a bit you know 
and say it spoils their evening so 600 have signed a petition 
to t it banned. 

Well let me know whent at buek is out won't you? I'd like to 
see it. Good bye." 


5 i? ty : ‘ 5 a ih eg 
ee ES eT tc PPS At Sn ee ee 2 2 ee ere 


Paramounte — AH 


Obs went there.to see "Cab" and whi st pascing through theballroom 

2t 3.30 approx, saw 2 chaps dancing together, aged about 2d each. 
lentioned ‘his to Arnild (sax in Ernie's band) who said that it was un 
’sual. 
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Band Room (Small room - Ernest Loraine) 
Friday March I7th. (St “atrick's Night). 
Band Times. 


Ivor Kirchin. Ernest Loraine. 
8.Q a 8.45 
9.30 a a 10.0 
10.45 = I1I.15 
12.0 = I2.f0 
1-0 = £.30 


8.45 9230 
10.0 “i 10.45 
I1e15 sei 12-0 
12e30 sn I.O 
1.30 200 


t3 March. I939 


To:- Mr. EeLoraine, Mr. Stockwell, electrician. 
From:- Mr. Davis | 


Band Times for this evening only. 
Ernest Loraine @.Stockwell 


230 = 8.0 8.0 = 8.45 
Seth - 9.15 9.15 = 10.0 
10.0 6 10.45 10.45 iad TI30 
TIe3O - Ie midnt. 10.45 =- I1.30 


Park Parade Cabaret. Competition 
9.0 10.0 10.45 
10.30 
IIT.e30 
Toe Bands ) 
Srom:- Mr. Davis March 8th. 
Ernest Loraine. Chip Wilms 
tend iF 8.0 8.0 tar 8.45 
8.45 sh 9.15 9.15 ey ADO 


10.0 i T0230 
Lie€io wer 12.0 


10.30 = I1I.15 


All times subject to alterations. 
Cabaret. Afternoon 4,45 

Evening 10.0 
Park Parade 9230 


2043439 


T2.0 - I.O0(Ivor Kirchin) 
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To. Ernest Loraine. 

From. Mr. Davis. 6th. March. 

BDW 


I must once asain draw your attentiom to the fact that it is essential 
that hhe band be on the stand immediately after the first bell prior to 
the session opening. 

Instruments must be em tuned and all members of the band 8e must be in 
position not later than 5 miis before the 2nd. bell. 


Your kind co-operation in seeing that these rules are strictly adhered 
to will be much appreciated. | 


Signed R. Davis 


Staff Dance. Wed Feb I5th. 


Band Times 
Ernest Loraine. Ivor Kirchin 
7e30 = 8-30 8.30 - 9.30 
9.30 - 10.0 | 10.0 — 10.30 
10.30 = I1I.0 11.0 ~- [1.45 


I1e45 =- 12.15 I2.15 =- 1.0. 


9.30 Paul Jones 

I0.O0 Susan and Mandy 
10.40 Speed cycles 
II.O "Jackie" Cabaret 
IIe30 Spot prizes 
I2e0 Paul Jones 


Excuse=-me etc. to be inserted during the evening. 
(In pencil followingtimes) 


7e30 - 8-15 8.15 = 9.0 
9.0 - 9.45 . 9245 = 10,30 
10.30 - I1.0 II.O = I1.30 


IIe30 = 12.0 


Paramount Notices. AH. 2 | 2023039 


Mecca Dance Agency 
(Usual Mecca notepaper) 
(Circular letter) 


EeLoraine Esqe 
Paramount Salon d= Danse. 
Tottenham Court Rd. 


Dear Mr. Loraine, 


I understand the Musicians' Union has invited members working 
for my band leaders to a meeting next Friday morning. 

Please note I have advised my managers that no cabaret or band 
rehearsaks will take place that morning. I feel you will agree that 
the musicians are free agents and if they think YRAY AFR ITIL ISIING it 
fitting to attend the meeting in question I do not wish to stand in 


their way, being quite satisfied to rely on their common sense and 
judgement in all matters connected with their livelihood. 


Yours very truly 
Mecca Agency Ltd. 


C.L.Heimann 
Jt. Managing Director. 


To:- Mr Loraine 
From:- Mr Davis 


B.D.W 


The lights in the bandrooms are continually being left on when the 
rooms are not in use. 

This is obviously unmecessary waste and I should be pleased if you 
would kindly instruct your boys accordingly. Thank you. 


——————- £+;(“S==-  — ——— i a: ~ a, 


a LE ES SO 
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Paramount Notices. AH. I 2 2063439 


Notice on the door of band room. 


Band Times. 


Afternoons 


Ernest Loraine. 


Ivor Kirchin. 


3= 3245 3 e245 = 4.30 
4.430 mae 5.0 5.9 7 6.0 
Evenings Lea 0 — 8.215 $eld = Seid 
(except Sun. 9.15 = I0.0 I0.0 - 10.45 
and Fri.) 10.45 =- II.I5 LIsliS = 12.0 
Friday. 8.0 - 9.0 9.0 - 9.45 
BO) || 9.45 = I0.30 10.30 - II.30 
L1.e30 — ize io LZeLoO gt LeU 
Sunday 7.30 - 8.15 8.15 - 8.45 


8.45 — 9.15 


9-15 = 10-15 
10.15 = II.O 


II.eO - [1.45 


agama — — a —— ST 


Notice on the door of band room, 


Fire Appliances and Position 


| Ile Gents Cloakroom 


Ge 


Ladies' es, 
t Wool 


I Fire Extinguisher 
1! 


Blanket 


Se Entrance to dance hall from foyer. 
Right hand side. I Fire Extinguisher. 

4. Left hand side of dance hall by exit door. I " 2 

Se Right hand side of dance hall by service 


| door. I Fire extinguisher 
| I Wool: blanket : 
ae 6. Kitchen and Service. 2 Foam extinguishers 
| 7. Stair landing by female staff rooms. I Fire extinguisher 
| | I Wool blanket 
ed 8. Entrance between band room and male 
: artists room, | I Fire extinguisher 
9. Boiler Room I Fire extinguisher 
IO0.-Plenus Chamber I Bucket San 
Il. .Rectifier Room (Passag=) : ae. ‘ 
I12.Projection Room I . . 
2 Buckets Water 
I Blanket asbestos 
I3 .Re-winding room I Bucket Water 
I Baanket. asbestos. 
14.Electrical Distributing Room .- I Bucket Sand. 


7 by 5 % 
Paramount. Notices. AeH? IL . 2023439 | 


Notice on passage leading to kitchens from saaff rooms. 


To3> Staff 
From:- Mr Davis ‘ 


Staff's Time Off 


All staff are given a whole day off and one Sunday in every 3. 
Waiting Staff are given IO minutes break in the evening in-e shifts, 
one curing the cabaret, one later on. 

Cashiers and usherettes get IO minutes break excepting on D o'clock 
nights and then they get 2 breaks. 


——— ee 


To:- Staff 
‘From :~- Mr Davis 


Important (Whole notice underlined in red) 
Numerous complaints have been received regarding the noise made by the 
staff leaving the hall at night. All staff are earnestly requested to 
co-operate with the management by leaving the bu:lding quietly and not 
stand around the staff entrance. 
Thank you. 


Manager 


——— eal 


— ieee 


1 


6 . 
Parambu Te Notices. A.H. TL , 3 2023-39 


: Rules applying to the employment of staff 
(not includingmsdcians) a this establishment. 


I. Employees are not allowed to commence work without first handing in 
at the office their Unemployment and Health Insurance Cards. 

2- All staff are employed on the condition that no notice is given to 
terminate their engagement or expected by us, but in cases when we 
wish to dispense with the services of a member of the staff we shall 
endeavour to give reasonable notice of termination. 

3. Staff can be discharged for incivility to patrdéns or head staff, 
for dgsshonesty, for serious neglicence of duties. 

4. The Manager has full power to discharge any of the staff he may not 
require without stating a reason. 

5. The Staff have a right to appeal to Head Office at 5 Dean Street, 
London’S.W.I should they consider they have been unfairly treated by 
the managers and such appeal will receive prompt consideration and fair 
treatment. We want to give a "Square Deal" fully realising that any 
success we may achieve is artly due to #@hke staff. In return we wk 


| our 
for fair play from the staff we employ. 


C.L.Heimann (Signed) 


Notes on:the P ovisions of Young Persons (Employment Act I938. Applicable 
to page boys I6 - I8 years. 


I. (a) Work not to exceed 48 hours per week. 
(b) Overtime not to exceed 6 hours in any week or 50 hours in any 
yeare 
2. No employment for more than 5 hours without an interval of half an 
hour for a meal or rest where_employed from I1I.30 aem. to 2.30 pM. 
Interval to be not less than 7 hour between those hours for dinner. 
3. No employment after I pem. for at least one week day each week. 
4. In every 24hours from midday on one day to midday on the next day 
an interval of II hours (consecutively) to include the hours from 
IO Delle sian 6 GAeMe 
5. No Sunday employment unless with a whole holiday on the week day 
either in the week beginnifg Sunday or in the previous week and such 
whole holiday is to be over and above the half holiday providec for 
under subsection 3 of this section. 


JeSibthorpe. Hours of working. 


Sunday il=- 2 Thursday. Whole wy off. 
3 <- IO 
Monday ta & Friday II - I Half. day 
3 = IO 
Tuesady Ii-2 | oattirday II - a 
3 =- IO 3 - 10 
Wedmesday II - | 
3 = IO With prescribed intervals for 


food and rest. 


ma Wy NoticesSe IL 2 2003039 


« 


Notice on wall facing the entrance (staff) at the back of the building. 


NOTIC? 


Only those employed by us are allowed in the staff rooms etc, unless 
holding permission by the manager. 

We must protect our own and our staff property. Therefore tnauthorised 
persons will be considered trespassers. They will be removed and 
handed over to the police. 


Notice on wall of band room (E.L's) 


Musicians leave instruments on the bandstand and in the dressing rooms 
entirely at their own risk. In no circumstances can the hall accept 


own 


responsibility ‘or any staff. 


I 
AH ls 31.23.39 


Pramaount. 
Miss Wiltshire, Waitress. 


Ws Tells Obs that they were open here on Xmas day. Se didn't turn in. Said 
: that she didn't think it right that they should be open Mecca were the. . 

only people who were open for da cing then. Said that Mr. Davis had said 4 
that shw would have to have her cards ig she didn't turn in, but she hadn't@ 


heard any more aout it. Ps 


ae 


Workttww Coviecherv 


dwo : Shavidow 
30 Mord 145% 


7 a, 
Pee en Be 3 


? 


> . 


Soiree Francaise. Paramount. Slesead 


List of Dances held throughout the evening. 
Heath, Fut , cok - 
Ernest Loraine. 


L >. Cight classical for first IO minutes till some atrons had arrived, 
DanceSe . 
Ivor Kirchin. 28.Viennese Waltz 
29 eQeDe 
30.Park Parade 
3i1.Excuse me Pele & QedDe 
32. Rumba 

33 eW. 

340% .T 

35 Qucik Q.Se 
36-FeTe . 

37 eWe 

Loraine a 

38 2QeS- 

T4.Swing Step B39 eFele 

LH.Fele 40 .Q-5-6 
1L6eQ eS 41.We 

<2.lango 

43 eQeSe 

44.F eT. 

45 Qee 
462. 


Ivor Kirechin ~— 

22 eQede a7 QeSe 
23.Tango 48.F.T. 
24 eQeSe 49.Viennese Waltz 
25 .We 50.Tango 
26 eQeSe 51 eQede 
27 We 52.lrish Jig. 
ee MOE encore 

| B4.F.T.« 

55 eQedSe 

56. Last Waltz. 


Ernest Loraine. Ivor Kirchin. 
Quickstep. I2 
Foxtrot. 
Waltz. 
Viermnese Waltz 
Swing Step. 
Rumba . 
Tango 
Park Parade 
Irish Jig. 


porto H 09 AY © 


5 oe 
G2 
O 
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Paramount AH 24.24.39 


Obswej t thére to see "Cab" and whilst passing through the ballroom 
at 3.20 approx saw two chaps dancing together, aged about 25 each. 


Mentioned this to @rnold, damamhonist in Ernie's band, who said: that 
it was unusual. 


M?. 


i 30 


Hb. 


1. Me iF 
The Handsome Territorial. The Paramount. AH 14.6.39 


Dance introduced here as first hall after the Locarno. After this it 
es to Royal and then elswhere on the cirduit. 
ibs arrived 7.55. 


Speaks to Hartley about the dance :3 
Hartley "It's certainly a catchy tune, but the dance - there's not mich 
in it. It remains to be seen how it will go." 


Ivor Kirechin, asked how he thought it would go says “I've no idea. We'ty 
made a good record of it. Have you heard it? 


Obs asks partners about the dance saying he believes there is to be aa 
new one that eveing. 

Partner 1.20 Working. 

"Yes. Like the others I suppose - daft." 

Partner 2. Irish 20 

"I think Vie Oliver and Frances Day are demonstrating it. I don't know. 
I didn't — attention." 

Partner 3. . 

"Yes - crazy like the rest of them". 

None of Ernie Loraine's band knew about the dance's possibilities, not 
having seen it. 

Mr.Davis, asked how he thought it would go said "The tune is good. But 
the dance =- well it isn't a dance, it's = march." 

Dance ig put on about 10 p.m. There were then about 350 people presnet 


and Adele stands 


by one ot the pillars waiting for Davis to amnounce her. 


“ 
‘ boi 
Ml i 


Obs is the other side of the pillar and looks round and says 


hunting." She looks nervous 


| as the one who made " 


you al 


"Good 
says she is scared . Davis announces her 
shout oi, and Chestnuts" and she comes on. 


Same introduction and announces Quinn and Mills, who appear and throug 
the dance. Clapping at end for some 20 secs but no enthusiasn. 

Iver's band augmented by Arnold and the new trumpeter and play with 
VerTve.c 
After demonstration Adele says she will go through the steps without the | 
maisic. Two girls - working class - in front of obs start tittering. 
They go through the steps. Titters can be lk ard from several parts of the 
room at the -jumping steps. One of girls in front of obs - sarcastically 
"Yes she wrote it. Isn't she clever? She made it up. I think I could 
write better than that myself". 


Other girl, when Adele says she will go through the steps "Don't bother", 
When she has gone through the steps Q and M again demonstrate and then 
Adele says they will put it onlater. Ivor announces next dance and the 


floor fills. 
Followed by a q/s at the end of which they strike up the HT. There are 
about 100 couples on the floor. About 20 couples go off. 
The couples all stamp nois for the mark time. The centre stand is 
raised and Florence gets on with one of the pres, M4336-havi- 
Q having left early. The chap doesn't seem to know it well and doesn't 
put any verve inte his time. Florence asvivacious as ever. 

At the end clapping for 30 secs and the dance ig repeated. More 
clapp at the end but no 3rd encore. 

Later the at about 11.15 the HT is put on again after a FT. 
About 50 couples are on the floor for it, some having gone off. More 


i 
: 


| me dele 


The Handsome Territorial. The Paramount. AH 


loud stamping, but no great enthusiasm. | 
Obs asks a few what they think of it. | 
Arnold - sax player. | 
"If you asked them to take their drawers down and stick it in and call | 
it'the cock dance' seme they'd do it - here anyway. The thick buggerst' 


’ 
- 


Negro aged about 25. 
WA jolly dance." 


Girl 25. Soinds foreign. 
Does it with obs onthe second time. Grins when he asks her what she 
thinks of ite 


Girl 20. Middle 
"Well I don't know really. It is not so bad as I expected.¥ thought 
it would be something military." 


Obs goes over and sees Adele. She is haviig supper - just finishing. 
Is with Florence and another woman, but latter has gone before obs 
goes to table. Michael Carr joins them later. Obs has already spoken t 
to him on the floor - where he has been dancing with Florence. She is 
looking amazedly at a couple of jitterbugs. Obs introduces himself to 
Carr who says he is pleased to meet him. Obs congratulates him on @ 
snappy number and he asks obs how he thinks it will go. Seems to obs 
thst he has his doubts and is seeking confirmation. Obs hedges. 


Agele. | 

"It went marvelously here didn't it? Did you see them all doing it? 

If youhave cracked this nut it will anywhere. They are a funny 

crowd here. I don't like them. To tell you the truth I wouldn't come 

here if I hadn't got to. I don't like the place." 

Obs "I suppose your favourite is Locarno?" 

AeEe"Oh yes. It is like home to me. I started there 9 years ago. I 

used to the announcer there. I used to do all the announcing and 

ar for all the cabarets and floor shows’ 

Obs "Yes they are a fumny crowd here aren't they. Look at that couple 

there jitterbugging (Indicating a couple of girls). 

A.E.-"Yes. I've been watching them. They are amazing. Some of them tie 

themselves in the most aw knots but they manage to get themselves 

out of them. I don't know how ag | do ite | 
I shall have forgotten how to teach when I get back. I shall be away 

a fortnight." : 

When she is going obs wishes her the best of luck and she says "Thanks — 

we'll need it." : 


a 
— @ 


TL 1 
le 
Paramount. Hendeome-Ferr4e AH 18.6.39 


Obs noticed that many more wore high heels here than at the Locarno. 


Ove rheard. 


. Three chaps sitting at a table. One looks foreign and doesn't appear : 


to understand what the others are saying all the time. The others 
guffaw and one leans forward to the foreigner (all about 25) 

Chap "Have yu neard of the new band? A specially good band on the 
wireless. Jock Strap and His Two Swingers." 

The two guffaw. Foreign chap smiles a little bewildered. Doesn't 
understand. 


" : 
er 
k . * ~ : 
2 < Stine geet eel ee ae cede» i Reng gan ser % oie etch tataatel " 
~ . — . 


: . AK, . @c «er ¢ ¢ 
cite . Dash Be et rer vv ‘er ; ie oe sie ‘ 


. f ’ ree , 4 
ic¢é ee Oe Oe Oe i ys . {ee Co 7S fe fit, lee 1 16T Fete Ve le 
/ 
i 7 


; G, 
g Paha va ay Re J A a al ma 3 ky 


(Le 

‘ | a PATO , of | ia : 
41 CLE CER yy ‘ fy we ce \ne § ix = iL a 

Sette? ce 2 7 ee Cen ae f at ‘MA Ley IOC il ll 

' 
4 
IF i db / 
€ Kcr of ~ Melee é¢ ‘as ae 4 i spe eo See 


Ps 


/ ; 4 . mn : 
an fo ese _. ER i o. _ Cea i vial fy« Pe ae 
= rs 


wh f coed sp 7K art an ¢t 
rh a Mg CS - ete 


CArti mi? obey 


; cree 


® ats Serr. amet 
/- G - 4i (© ARP 
(—e 


nal 


: 
/ 
e 
div : 
? eo 4 dias 
ey Pt Sane ov Lie , 


(th 


Pade 
eh a) 


Wiia@ey 
« 


: (2 ms 


WiLL bis 
he Wp ft Oh | 
7 ie ALD Roy ti Ay ee 
a’ barat ae ore 3 ag: 
a iy 


9 7 
Sep "2 
a i 


t 


7.0 pm 
Band E.Le 


723 


7e30 
Band Lee 


? 


8.15 


8.45 


Paramount 1 ah 29.11.39 


Programme of Dancess> 


Bach dance is encored and there are therefore 2 numbres of couples 


per dance 
Dance Couples up 


Band intro. No dance 


QS 3 
3 
FT 7 
7 
Qs 4 About 30 present. 
6 
W 8 
10 
Qs 15 
15 
FT 12 
16 
W 15 
17 
Qs 20 
27 
FT 14 
21 
QS oA 
28 
C 15 
16 
Qs 733 
40 entries from now on approximate only. 
W 35 
40 About 150 present. 
Ex-FT) 22 | 
) 30 = and about 20 in middle, mostly women 
Ex-QS) 40 
) 40 
T +) 
28 
Qs 35 
40 
W 35 
40 
Qs 30 
30 
FT 30 
35 
Qs 35 
35 
T 20 


Ba 


De — 


Paramount 2 ah 29.11.39 


Bande Dauples 


Qs 35 
40 DANCE TOTALS 
W 35 Full (i.e.2)dance 
35 Qs: 18 (plus 1 mixed with Hi) 
9.15 40 FT: LO 
Band I.Ke 40 W 3 8 
40 . 3 a 
40 CS 3 2 
Qs 40 HM: 1 (half a dance) 
A5 OTW: Be 4 
OTW 30 44 
(req't) 30 2 double ex-me (in each case QS/FT) 
C 30 
30 
Qs) 35 
HM) 35 (LW: CT: HT: PG: Mil 2-Step) 
FT 35 
35 
W 35 
35 
1O pm. Qs 35 
Band E.Le 35 
FT 35 
35 
T 30 
35 
W 30 
30 
Qs 25 
25 
10.30 FT 30 
Band I.Ke 35 
30 
30 
T 25 
25 
QS 30 
35 
FT 30 
30 
Qs 35 
35 
W 30 


' uramount HALL 


Tottenham Court Road, W.l!. 


NEVER A BETTER WEEK 
OF 


|| DANCING - = NOVELTIES 
x aE FREE GIFTS » COMPETITIONS. 
of : 


- SINCE THE FLOOD! (or Before) | 
Montez! 10th to Sunday 16th July 


‘ 


PARAMOUNT DANCE lst JA lblh 
GALA WEEK — Mon. July 10th, for 7 days 


SEVEN D ays OF CABARET If your holidays occur during GALA WEEK, DON'T 
A different First Class West End GO AWAY, the Paramount attractions will put the 
Cabaret every day during Gala Week seaside “In the shade.” 


DAILY - 


HUNDREDS OF FREE GIFTS Read the full programme detailed below, then 
DOZENS OF VALUABLE PRIZES, 


SOUVENIRS, NOVEL COMPETITIONS, cheer-up, buck-up and turn-up every day during 
ETC. BTC: GALA WEEK. 


HARRIET MORLEY C. L. HEIMANN’S NOVELTY DANCE NIGHT. 


“11. “Lambeth Walk”—Ladies’ Singing Comp. 
BEAUTY NIGHT | . “Chestnut Tree”’—Whistling Comp. 


Imagi Partners, Jitterb d ? . “Park Parade”—Dance Comp. 
pn es a ese mm . lhe Handsome Territorial” — 
ae r Singing Comp. | (Gents.) 


DOUGHNUT NIGHT—a doughnut for every- SOIREE FRANCAISE 
one. Mixit Dance Comp. Quickstep Comp. * |“Find Mille. Paramount”—Clues will be given 
during the evening. 
Find MONTE osc eee will be given SINGING IN FRENCH COMP. 
se iar ce Conducting the Band Comp. (Ladies) 


PIANO COMPETITION.—Competitors must d 6Ber- 

attend for audition be Pe el our valuable; jf ‘ ; etches inten cas tae, aol 
prizes for Finalists. : ' 

hh SACK RACING. j Se Vee el Coe 

12 “UNDER THE STICK Competition” ‘LHDIN AZWHO 


SUNDAY Afternoon—Ladies’ Hat Competition. 

CLUB MEMBERS Evening—“KIRCHINITUS,” introducing “Killerdillers,” “Jitterbugs.” 
ONL: . ~ Guest artistes and HOT SUPER —— — 

Subscription 1/- per Annum WHISTLING COMP. 


EVERY AFTERNOON AND EVENING - FREE GIFTS 


DON’T FORGET THE DATE 


JULY 10th - 16th 


HUNDREDS OF GIFTS AND PRIZES TO BE GIVEN AWAY! 
Here are some of them— 


Bouquets of Flowers, presented by Maison Fleurs. 
Boudoir Clock, presented by East London Printing Co. 
Baskets of Fruit, presented by “Ritchings.” 
Cinema Tickets, presented by PARAMOUNT THEATRE. 
Lunches (with Ivor Kirchin), presented by Domenico Restaurant. 
Table Lamp, presented by East London Printing Co. 
Marcel Wave and Curl, presented by 5S. Wild, 33, Grafton Way. 
One Guinea Frock, presented by Nadia, of Oxford Street. 
Hand Torch, presented by Sterns of Tottenham Court Road. 
Month’s supply of Shaving Cream, presented by “Valet.” 
Ladies’ Beauty Outfits, presented by Harriet Morley. 
Gent's Outfits, presented by Harriet Morley. 
Beauty Cream, presented by Creme Simon. 
Free Dance Lessons, presented by Management. 
Free Partnering, presented by Professional Staff. 
Supper for four, presented by Management. 
Lbs. of Sausages, presented by Brushweilers. 
Free Shampoo and Set, presented by “Adrians.” 
Manicure Set, presented by Stockland, Bennett & Co. 
And many others. 


CRAZY NIGHT PRIZES (Saturday, July 15th) | 
include ladies’ suspender belt, mousetraps, chalk and cheese, 
l-lb. of carrots, pint of beer with Ernest Loraine (winner pays), 
pyjama (jacket only), odd cuff links, old ties and socks (presented 
by the Bands), dustbin, | kitten presented by the Paramount cat 
(we hope), and many exciting ‘urn 
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Paremount( cont) AOE SeSe 202/2/ 20/3/39. 
On thev/ wall at ‘heside (left hand) of the Park Parade dis#lay. 


R4b- /I 


FOR Owky L2| 


r — oe ) 

Si RTH DAY OR OTHER | | ? 
PARTY FOR 20 PEOPLE 
TARE #F Lepw ee eT 
po FOR Hee MINDS OPMRIES———J- 


are 
ree, 


ON Lee Leaflets. 


RCS hae 


On a notice board on the floor between the entrance and cxit door @ 
of the Ladies Cloak room was a notice which read :- 

Ladies and Gentlemen, help us to help you. 

Gentlemen 


Dont leave their cigerette cases, watches ete on the 7Apa 
tables. 
Ladies. 
Dont leave your bags containing, money ete. Stop doing 
so and you'll outwit handbag snatchers. . 
Why not carry a small bag containing your pzx¢gy¥ hankey 
and make-up articles and leaving your ag proper 

THANK YOU. rs 


the cloak-room. 


On wall of gents cloakroom (outside) 
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Danceland - Issued monthly = Please take one. 


Paramount. (cont) 
Beneath the above notice;3- 


On ladies cloakroom wall (outside) 
| PARAMOUNT. FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS « 


P36 


tt 


+ WEDNESDAY 


ISSUED MONTHLY 


NEXT = Jollity night. 
Beneath above. 


DANCELAND -= 


2902/2 20/3/39. 


7-30 > 12 


1/6. 


PLEASE TAKE ONE. 


On wall oposite entrance above the show-case. 


Front Elevation 
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of the show case 


Black 


[| 


ound 


ILKOpoNnO 


Cl n 


D 


-_ 


ae ee et Bay 
‘ . red 
hg \, 
pe ; 
‘ e848 a he 

- a1 

A 
$ * ‘ 


PRED > Ft a 


Ba wie sy as 
ke 


bottles of Silkodone 
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bettles of Silkodono arranged injlares 
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DS Abe 


This Silkodon»® 
sion had been 
pasted on in 
wood letters 
while Obs had 
been in the 
electricians 
room during the 
aftrernoon over 
the words :- 
Yeast Pac, todays 
gifte 
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Ob went’ with A.H. to the bar and ordered chocolate ices and the bar 
attendent ( lady about 25, blonde, natumgral red cheeks)said that they 
had only strawberry and pine-apple although coffee, chocolate, lime 
lemon, strawberry and vanilla were advertised. Attendant started work 
at 1-0 pem. to 12 mid. and long Friday dance. Bar was omly liceneed 
on Fridays and Saturdays although the week before it had been for 
Weds, Thurs and Friday. Was behind the bar from 2-45 to lemid. witha 
break from 6 to 7-30. Had been with the Mecca about 1 month, Liked the 
jobe Ob then went to the usherette and asked her for a few particulars 
about her JOD, 

Ob. " How long have you been on this job ? " 


Ue " Ablout 4 or 5 weeks but I have been with the Mecca circuit at 
some other dance hall but not at them all ",. 


Ob. " Do you like the job :* 
Ue. " Quite, there are better and worse jobs but we are in all day ". 
Ob. " How many usherettes are there ? " 

we" 3 


Ob. " What is the idea of these uniforms " ( red topper, red tails, 
red coat, white cravet ) 


U. " Show, I suppose but we get lighet ones in summer, white and red ", 
Ob then wrote noteds and another ush. came to relieve the Ypresent one. 
lst. ush. stood near a table and gave the packets of Yeast Pac out. 
Offered one to a chap with " Do you want a packet ? " 

Ce " How do yo& mean a packet ? " 

gi.* A packet of’ this " 

Ce. " Oh, that, yes I willttake my young lady ane ". 


Ob told the other ush. why he was here and she #AaaZ atta, 
" Just put down that it is a awfull job ". 


Ob. " Why do you do it then ? " 

U. " I suppose its not a matter of preference ". 

Ob. " How long have you been in this job? " 

U. " 2 months on this job, I was a waitress before taking this job 
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I was a waitress and I can tell you I earhed more ag that job than 

I do here, you cant get any tips here, never. I was with the Mecca 
people about 4 years ago. Before the Mecca peophe came to the 
Paramount, they used to charge around 3/6 and a mich better class ¢ 
of people came to the danees, the price is too low now. There were 
men then on this job then getting nearly twice as much as we do ", 


Ob. " What do you get then on this job ? " 


Ue " 35/- a week, less 1/- a week for uniform and stamps etc when it 
W% boils down to 32/9. The Mecca clean the uniforms but we have to 
mend them and look after them. ". , 


Ob. " How do manage on that ? " 


U. "I live in a flat in Victoria, near the sstation, whth another girl 
and it costs us 25/=- a week, unfurnished at that. The trouble with 
this job is that you dont get a chance to go places except, if you 
had tha money, on your night off ". 


Ob. " Is the Mecca a squezzing firm ? " 
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U. ".Have'nt you heard of the Mecca,all ¢¢éyidniy enconamy with their 
cheap prices and bargain stunts ". 


Ob. " Do you get a lot of foreigners here then ? " 


U. " I should think so, its like a foreign country some nightd, get a 
lot of Jews on Sunday ". 

Nuring this time peorle Bad been passing in and out, those going out 
requirins a pass-oute. Ob then went in the band room with A.H. and on 
the table a sunver was ob a trav, The supper was of 5 eold meat 
sandwiches of white bread, pot of tea with 5 cups, mo saucers. On the . 
shelf of the musicians room was a Penguin ' Selected short stories of 
Saki '.violin case, music, brush and razor, record circulars ‘rom 


Decca, Brunswick, Rex. Obs (2) left at 11-30 and fetched coats ete froth 


the seecretarys office. 
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PARAMOUNT DANCE HALL, 
TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9TH. 


Full evening, owing partly to Private Dance at Astoria. 
About 350 present. 
Average of 45 couples on floor. 
(Licensed evening.) 
Questions: 
(1) How often do you come? 
(2) Which nights do you prefer? 
(3) Where do you live? 


A. (Partner) 1&2. "Sometimes Fridays - not other nights." 
3. "Close by - walking distance." (Foreigner). 


B. "(Scotch) 14 2. First time she had been there. Been 
in London 6 months. 
De Came by bus with friends from Brixton. 


C. (Partner) 1&2. # Comes on Tuesdays, but wouldn't say why. 
: Se Comes from close by. 


D. 1&2 "Fridays and sometimes Tuesdays - they 
are the best nights." 
Se "The other side of Hendon - on the Tube - 
20 minutes." 


E. " 1&2. "Priday night (usually each week) it's 
the best night." Sometimes goes to 
Locarno, Streatham. 
Se South London - fivepenny fare. 


F, ¥ l & 2. First time she had been there. Doesn't 
go much to Dance Halls, mostly to Private 
Dances.. 
SB. "Somewhere near Hammersmith." 


G. . 1&2. Wot been often - no particular day. 
3. Comes from Hampstead (3d.) (It was she 
who told observer of Private Dance at 
Astoria). 


H. ° : 6 2. Only second time she had been. Likes 
this Friday Dance - "nice and sociable. 
Other time was rather frigid - if you 
know what I mean." 
Se Lives only 10 minutes walk away, near 
Broadcasting House. 
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40 years) 14&@ - Comes three times a week 
- Lives close by and walke i 
(Came at 9.30). rf 
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Royal ° enham. 


Attendance. 


by7.45 4 men, 14 women in balcony. 
In addition to pros no one in ballroom till 7.50 when chap and girl arrive. 
By 8.5 2 chaps, 2 girls, and 2 chaps and girl together in ballroom. 


TS « | cy) 
Sanc Ge 


Griffiths. Violin; sax.; clarinet. 
Sax; violin; clarinet. 
Sax; violin; clarinet. 
Orums. 
Bass. 
Piano; piano accordion. 
Trumpet; clarinet. 
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tenham AH 1603239 


Rariff, 


Cocktail I/- 
Sherries from 9d 


Ports " 9d 
Liqueurs " I/6 
Brandies " TI/9% 
Whiskies(all 
brands) 94 
\ Gim (Booths & 
Seagers) 9d 
Worthington 8d 
Guiness 8d 
Bass Sd 
Lager(Carlsberg) 
od 
Lager(Barclay)84d 
Pale Ale 6d 
Brown Ale 6d 
Minerals(Split) 
6d 
Minerals (babies) 
3d 
Cyder 6d 


Three copies of this in the bar. 
Poster on the bar counter read:- 


The Mecea for Dining and Dan cing 
T4383 Charins Cross RD. .C.2 (near Astorii cinema) 
including Sundays for 


Private Functions. : 
Telephone or write for full quotations to Waterloo 440] 
(extension2ITI) 


76 Southwark Ste Seele 


5 big and I small ight in bar. I light over exit and a gas light on wall, 
Bar counter I5 yds. long (full length of room). Green squared lino (same 
as at Locarno) in front of counter. Red patterned carpet (also ditto in 
Locarno)with blue and‘black pattern. Walls yellow above waist, red below. 
I pillar in centre of room. Ledge round other long side of room opposite 
counter for glasses. 
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Rag Dance floor space I20' x 45'. Room fulllength I60' x 80' approx. 


Royal, 


= % 


iro 
Gener 


Arrived Oe00- “ried to leave coat in cloakroom but told that the place 
was shutting. Go up to office. Chap in charge says that Dilworth not there’ 
but we can wait. Suggests that we keep our coats with us as it would not 
be safe _ to leave them lying about. 

Band plays The King at 6p.m. and then goes into Park Parade. Place emptied 
by about 6.5 pem. stand revolves and the band can be heard practising - : 
the clarinetist trying an introduction to Park Parade. | 

3 waitresses and a waiter at work on tables. Girl pro pratises steps witl 
ans proePuts on slow-foxtrot on radétesrea portable gramophozie with pick-up | 

("Love Makes the World go rour 1a") 


The Hall. 


40 tables down right sidd (2 lines) andI02 down left (2 rows II at | 
pack and 5 rows I6). In addition in the far left hand corne from the ent- | 
rance an additional six tables on a raised railed off platfr m. 

Room unsymmetrical. Balcony extends round over the entrance and for 
20' down one side of the room. Managers office on left of balcony as you 
so up stairs and to the left of this the contro! room for lights, limes @ q 

On left sid from entrance 5 pillars shading from red at the bottom to 
pale pimk at the top. 

On the oppositeside of the room piers in positions corresponding to 
the pillars. Valls - lower half dove sreg with pink panel surround in 
between each pillar. Upper half green a moulding running full length of the 
wall about 4' deep and embossed with sarlanded design, in gilt. 

At far end opposite the doors the “band stand (revolve) “with a curtain 
at the back. On each side of the stand a panel up to ceiling height with 
yellow base shading into brown stiplting at the top. 

Ceiling in fretwork, with the laths painted grey with major dividing 
beams in gilt. 

In centre of ceiling a batch of limes in a box shaped frame (9 big & 
4 smaller lights - wattage ete unknown). In addition there were 9 lights 
of the same size in the ceiling, and IO smaller (Both same size as in centj 
piece). Big lights in two rows of four with an additional one at t e entr | 
ance end of the hall centrally disposed. Eat’, m cack well. prtlay . 


Entrance to hall by two pairs of doors:- 
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redrawn. Reveals a curtained area about as big as a small theatre stage. pal 


° . : 3 | 
Royal. T#ttenham AH ir 2 I6.338 9 


Door frames in gilt, with floral futuristic pattern on the glass of the 


side panels (gilt the predominant colour here too). 

Front of balcony in gilt paint, and on two of the three faces Park Parade 
in 3' letters (initial letter red, rest green). 

On the first panel of the wall next to the >cal@m@ny the w rd sheet of Park 
Parade e 

Gas light over each exit. 

Garpeting on floors same as at Locarno, with base red and blue and black 

patterning. concave 

Band stand had a surround of eemvex curved panelling painted in silver ey. 
20 lamps under the left side where the tables set. Of the tables t ere (see 
above) 3 were at floor level, 2 I step up, 3 2 steps up. 

Walls of staircase up to balcony red up to waist ad yellow above. 

66 tables in balcony. 


I large light over stairs and 29 household size bulb lights and I exit ligh 
plus I gas light in rest of la leony. : 
Additional lichting. Sur ound of at least 200 bulbs round the band stande 
Obs' Impression of Hall. 

An old place renovated (recall Chaperlin - Locarno manager's rematbk. "It's 
like a bloody barn. If they spent£20,000 on that place they could never 


Same carpeting as downstairs. Uf 
£ 


| 


make it really as attractive as Locarno".) 

There is, in Obs opinion, far too little attention paid to the whole effect 
of the decorations. The futuristic side screens to the bahd stand mlend 

neither with the curtain behind the stand or with the test of the hall. 

The old-fashioned floral mouldings on the wall look out of place with the 

modern panelling treatment of the walls and could be removed with advantage. 

Too many colours used in the hall - the most unnecessary use of silver 

srey surround for band stand (probably to reflect light from the batte 

of coloured limes which are directed on to the stand) contrasting with the 

prevalence of gilt paint. 
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The revolving stand here does not have a wack panel as at Locarno. Instead 
when it revolves curtain is drawn back until revolution completed and then 


4 ‘\ : ‘a Fe ‘. 4 
ie UR te oe > nee ed 


$4 


4 ; 
Royal ttenham. AH I p A 1l6e30a9 


A raised stage erected for the "cabaret while you dance" at a later date. 


| 7 
Incident. 


| 7.20. First bell rings for 30 secs. Obs on balcony near manager's 

® office. Pilot licsht switched out and pillar lights lit. 

\ss Usherette, cloakroom attendant, waiter and one of the office staff 

$4 waiting outside. They start discussing what will happen on St. Patrick's 

rey. Night. Say they got I,200 at 2/- first time. Charge only I/6 this time. 

see Start discussing where the keys are. All are waiting to get in the offi 

The doorman comes up. Woman : vm the office says "I say doorman, go and see 

: where Mr. Greenman is for God's sake. Everyone is waitins for money here." 

: She starts getting panicky. Very nearly time for secénd bell (7.30) 

| at which time hall opened to public. 

igh WAITER Another chap has come up, tin overceat and carrying hat. Bees Obs and 
: when the missing Greenman has appeared with the keys of the office he comes 


. over. Says he is a waiter. Has given in his cards here this week. Got 
28/- a week at this job. Complains of the people here "It's a pity it's in 
's Tottenham boy. The bastards won't tip. Last Tuesday I got 5d. On Wednesday | 


I0d. So I've handed in my cards. I was paying 7/- a week in fares." Com- 
pl: ins of the conditions here..Serving hatch is down by the raised group 
ect. of tables in the far left hand corner of the ballroom ("ee above) and to 
serve balcony they have to come right acroos full length of the ballroom, 
in front of the entrance up some stairs at the back and along a4 passage af 
€ out on to tne balcony that way. 


Attendance. 


he By 7.35 9 women in the balcony. None in ballroom, except chap and girl wht 
: later appeared to be pros. 


: Band. 
C41 George Colborn. 


Georgee Violin; saxophome. 
Clarinet; sax.3; violin 
trumpet; piano. 
trumpet; piano accordion 
piano; piano accordion. 


-GTums « . | 
double bass. 
saxophone. _ 
George in evening dress (tails). Band in evening trousers and white — 
4p At. 7.40 girl comes over to Obs (one of usherettes) and asks "Have ye 


._ got a ticket please sir?" Obs shows pass. She looks at i and says -"0.K." 
ahd departs. am 
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Arrived 1l-l5a.m. Went in to dance hall through the back entrance 
and to Gents cloakroom(see A.H. report) and saw a cleaner at work 
on the steps leading up to the W.C. A.H. asked her about her life 
story and she said " Just come at tyig yi¢ an awkward time, 
no time for conversation ", She, however gave several questions 

to AH, and after about Smins A, H,. left with the words "Well I 
will leave him to look after you, I'll go and find the other 
cleaner ", She then said " I hear there is a Bance at the Albert 
Hall, Gracie Fields is going to be there, now she is a personalty 
for you, a bit of colour in her life, there's not much in mine ", 
Ob going to ask her further questions when she said “" Well I'm sorry 
I shall have to be going to do something else ", and walked out 
of Mip¢¢ the room. Ob went up to the entrance foyer. Entrance 
doors were arranged,4 twin Swing doors, each two with doors | 
swinging towards each other, All were painted white but were dirty 
and the paint worn of in some places. It looked as if the Mecca 
people had left the doors when they had the rest of the place re- 
decorated, Above the doors outside , was a poster stretching the 
whole length on which was printed " SCOTTISH NIGHT “ Friday next * 
8-Op,m, to 1-Oa.m."and in the right hand side " 2/- ", Just inside 
the entrance were three display boards as under :- 
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Went downstairs after taking notices down and into dance hall 

: where the band weré on the stand, A. H. with them, In the middle of 
( the floop was a long step ladder on top of which was the electrician 
i Fig attending to the concealed electric light and og the dance floor 7 
ll who was seraping chewing gum of the floor, Ob went 4 
up oO | a 
" Thats chewing gum istnt it ? " 


se Re Y. " Yes, we get a lot of it, fotten stuff " 
a¢ Ob, " Is this your job then attending to the floor ? " 


te0* No i'm supposed to be the electrician's assistant ". | e 
Ob. * what do you start on this, job then ? " 
Y. " 12 noon and I finish at 10-0 p.m " 
Ob. ® A long shift " 
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Paramount (cont) 


ODe 
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Ob 


( §) 
SS. 20/3/39. 
" Do you like the job ? " 

" Yes its allright but I wogld sooner have had a day job, not 


bad in winter, but rotten in summer ", 
thanked him and went through the kitchen into the boiler room 


where he saw the stoker sweeping up, 
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Ub. 


+ @ 


Ob 


" Good moriuing ". S, did nof reply and looked iuard at Ob, 
" You seem to ve busy ", 
" Who are you piease ? " 


" Me and my friend are here all day to-day, we have got M.f,. 
Davies permission, 


" Oh, thats all right then, we dont allow unauthorised persons 
in here ". 


" Warm job down here, do you like it ? " 
Y 2a & OO." 
" What times do you work on this job ? " 
" We work shifts, I'm on 7-0 till 3-0 and my mate comes on at 


=O till 11-0, I was on the 3-0 to 1140 suit lase week 


4 yOw long have you bpeem on this job ? * 

" About 12 montis and my mate came with the new owners (Mecca) 
and before that he was wmf the Navy, so he should know 
something about stoking eh ? " 


" Do you like the job ? # a 


S. " Yes its allright, interesting you know "* 


Ob, 


" What are these boilers for ? " 


S. " This on the left is for domestic water and the one next to if. 


is also for domestic water,changing from one to the other 
each week, The other one lit is for the radiators, heating the 
dance hall and the-flats, the cinama having one of its own, " 


ob. “ What are the other two for ? " 


5. 


" Well, when it is cold, in winter we have 2 going and if it is 
very cold wé havegoing, these .two pum ps are for pumping the 
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domestic water round, one is used during the day and the other 
at night time"(walks across the boiler room to two more pumps ) 
"these are fot the radiators also changed over during the night" 
(the two latter pumps were about 3 times larger than the other 
ones) walked across the boiler room to two circular tanks, one 
of which was for the domestic and the-other for the radiators. 


S. " See, that is at 160° C., It will be boiling at 180°, feel " 


Ob felt and Bexieved him, Took Ob again across the boiler room, 


round a corner, on a short passage at the end of which was a 
small room c, 10'x 10' a table at the whole ¢yid/pf/the length 


facing entrance (no door), above was a shelf on which was a clock 
on top of which had been a marble statue, alee a pot statue of a 
woman which had the arm broken off, a calender and three photosg 
one of which S,. took down and showed it to Ob, itwas of his mate 
when he had been in the Navy and he was stood with two other stokers 
on the deck of a ship. On the right hand wall was a chart showing 
which valves in the boiler room could turn the water off at various 
points in the flats and the dance hall, each point having a number 
and (as the S. showed Ob ) the corresponding number indicated on 
the valve by a round celluloid disc hung by wire on the valve. At 
left hand side of the passage(from the room) was a ledge on which 


were two cats, (see 5 forg plan of the boiler room) 


S. " See that, thats the mother and the one with it is one of her 
sons about a year old, has never sean the open air yet ", 


Ob asked the way tomthe electricians which up a flight of stairs 
and on a passage which had a hump about 4 yards from the door, Ob 


told the electrician his object in comeing and asked the electrician 
to show him the air-conditioning plant, (see A.H. repott about 

this room) E, took Ob alomg the passage, down a flight of stairs 
and on another short passage into¥/the room containing the Sa 

E. explained that the air was érawnh in through the roof fans, rbOpAt 
down to the plant, through an oil filter to collect the gust ete, 


and through the warming a Tf needed and then through a water 
filter, this haveing a glass winddéw and on putting a switch on 
the inside of the filter is lit for inmspection purposes, The air 
is then pumped into the dance hall entering through grills in the 
wall, The bad air is drawn out of the hall through mushroom- 

_ Shaped ventilators in the roof of the hall and then drawn to the 
outside roof by fans on top of the building. The heat of the hall 
is also regulated, this by means of a compressed air machine, When 
the heat falls below the regulated temperature the mercury falls 
and opens a valve, reducifig the pspessure of the air in the machine 

automatically starting an electric motor which compresses the air 
and operates the heater. As the heat rises, so the mercury and 
when it has reached the set temperature it automatically shuts the 


valve and when the air is eipyésédx compressed it turns the electric 
motor off. Ob left E. at 1-0 p.m, and went into the dance hall to 
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At 1-10 Mr. Davies (the man&ger) came in the hall and said to Ob 
" Reckon you have picked &he worst monday you could have had, no 
caberet " 


Ob " I thought I heard A.H. say that there would be one, the band @ 
have been heré waiting for them ", 


Mr. D. “Have they, I forget to tell them that the cabefet was not 
on to-day", : 
Ob. " ¥es they have been here since 11-15 and they were saying at 
2-20 that the caberet were late " 


Mr. D.." Hard lines " 


Waitresses came in at 1-15 and were dusting the tables and arranging 
the chairs. At 1-30 the bar attendant came in and washed some glasses 
and took some away into the kitchen, Mr. Hartley (assistant manager, 
see A.H, report) came in with a x¥7%¢e¢ notice which read ' The 
Managment Apologise to Patrons for the absense of Ivor Kirchen 


and his band this Afternoon ' The ass, m, then went on the stage and 


played the piane, playing 7 some classics, including 'Prees' and then 


played the 'Park Parade' at 1-41. A.H. came in and we ordered lunch, 
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brunch, which A.H. said was 1/- at the Riyal. Sat at table with A.H. 
Mr. D. Mer He. who had soup, posatoes and steak finishing with 


blancmange and tea, Obs finished with coffee. During lunch Mr.D. was 
reading the'Lilliput' and was amused by a cartoon showing Hitler and 
Goebells » Was arrayed in a witch doctors dress, complete with horns 
animal hide, feathers etc. and underneath were the words:- Hitler "we 
have'nt got the colonies yet, Herman " and also by photographs comparing 
A.P.Herbert and a sea- lion in similar attitudes, These he showedéto 
Obs but some further ones he showed to Mr. H. onlgy . Mr. D. put the 
book on an adjorning table and the conversation drifted on -to the 
international situation in which both of them condemned Hitler and Mr. 


D. said " One way in which thegp could indict Hitler as attacking Emgland 
and France would to station English and French troops all round the 


fas borders of Germany's new frontiers and if they marched, British and 


French troops would automatically come into action with them and so 
justify the repective countries to start a confiict saying that ours 
and French troops had been attacked " A.H. then said 

" Jou have missed your way, you should have been a diplomat " 


Mr. De ®" No I think I am allright as I am" 
A.H, asked him about new floors and he saidmthat they only took a couple 


of hours to pull up and $¥o put them down they worked all night and 
cancelled the afternoon session. He said that the wood used was maple, 
being more springy than other woods. A.H. asked him if the people in the 
flats complained much about the dancing and he said 

" Well some of them used to do but they soon get used tofit " 


and ® If they start complaining we will complain abogut them when they 
are going to bed " ; a 


After lunch A.H. asked Mr. D. about paying for it and he directed him to 
the kitchen where he was charged 3/4 for two. How ”, 


Professional dancers camein the ball-romm at 2-57 and the band came in 
at 2-55, practising on individual instruments. Ob went in to the cloak- 


—— a. Pretty busy ? " . 
A. “ Not too busy " 
Ob. " Is Monday an off day ? " 
A. " Yer its pretty quietd to-day ". 
Ob. " Do you get busy periods then ". 


A. " Yes sometimes were are and sometimes its bloody awful ", 
Ob. " Do you like the job then " 
A. " Yew its allright, its a job is'nt it ? " 

A. " We put 10 hours a day in here “. 


See 7 for times off. 
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As Ob came out of cloak-room he <a the page bov an? asked him if » 

he was the youth spoken to in the morning and he said that he was, being 
the electricians cessistant as well as the 22° bov, at the commencment . 
of the dancine he took over the jiob of page boy and of operating the 

spot lights. He was then filling the show case in the foyer, immeadiatly 
before the dance hall entrance, with nevt “ondays free gifts, which 
were , Silkodono th& wonder hair tenic. Ob then vent into the dance 

hall and throuct the kitchen and saw 4.H. at the notice board up a 

flight of steps past the kitchen 


“otices on “aramount writing paper. 


Heading Staff “ays ff Week-"nding 13 March. 
Usherettes 
Meg Miss Perry Tuesdaye 
Miss Lewin Thursday e 
Miss Jones Wednesday. 
Cashiers. 
Miss lLousem-re Monday. 
“ies Winnine TuUeSdAY e 
Miss Wilkins Thursday . 
Ladies Cloaks 
Miss Stanley, Monday « 
“Miss Hughes Tuesday 
Miss White Thursday e 
Gents Cloaks 
Mre Cox Tuesdaye 
Mr. My Barkes “Monday. 


Other gtaff 


Mr Comes Sat, Aft. Tuescaye 
Mr. Barland Wed. Aft.Thursday. 
Mr. Sibthorpe 1-0 Thu.Friday. 


Jaitressese 

Miss Wiltshire Monday 
Miss Norton Tuesday 
Miss Walsh " 
Miss O'Neil Thursday e 
Miss "ott ” 

#Walter. 
Mre Luff - Monday « 

Yitchen. 
Mrs. Harwood Monday e 
Chef. " 
Miss Rodgers ¥ 
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Kitchen (cont) 


Mtgd¢ Michail Tuesday 
Mrs. Audrain Thursday e 
Miss Nelson Tuesday e 


Assistant Manager 


(signed) A.Hartley. 
Sundays Off 


Week Commencing March 5th. 


Usherettes 
Miss Perry March 5th. 
Miss Jones " LOth. 
Miss Lewin S 3B. 
“Cashierse 
Miss T.oosemore March 19th. 
Miss Winning " l2th. 
Miss Wilkins ve Sthe 
Ladies Cloaks 
Miss Hughes March 19th. 
Miss Stanley " 12th. 
Miss Whits " 5th. 
Gents Cloaks 
Mre COXe March 1°ht. 
Mire Barkes vp Sth. 
Other Staff? 
Mr. Sidthoppe March 12th. 
Mre Barland " S5the 
Mr. Coles u" Lothe 
Waitresses 
Miss Molony March 12th. 
Miss Norton " 12th. 
Miss Dott " 19th. 
Miss Simon " 19th. 
Miss Wiltshire Mt 5th. 


Mr. Tuff March 19th. 
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Kitchen 
Mrse Harwood March l2th. 
Chef 4 1l2the 
Mrs. Audraig . LOth. 
Mrs. Rodgers " 19the 
Miss Casey "Bee 
Mr. Michail " 5th. 


Assistant Manager, 
(sigtied) A.Hartley. 


After taking the notices down Ob went with A.H. bo the electrician 
and he took us round to the projecting room (see A.H. report) and hi 
then back to his workshop when Mr, Davies same in with a poster to 
alter. Two Obs then went in to the dance hall to the finish of the 
. ,afternoon session. At the end of this Obs went out for tea and eame 
Wis back at 650 and went in to the Musicians ‘ Ernest Lorragme) mess 
roome 3 of the band were in , sam,drums and violigj S. was reading 
Everybodys Weeka@y V. was writing music on blank music paper and D. 
Po Was rwadine the SZayx Picture Post. The trumpet player came in then 
and went on a passage to the wash-basin D. said " Good paper, this ?" 
to AeH. and he agreed with him. He put it down and picked the Star 
up and read the Crisis news out aloud and S. stopped,reading the H.W. 
T. came back from the wash-stand and sat down near the D. Ernest 
Lorraine then came in and walked up to the wash basin saying " Have 
we got our soap ? " D. said ithat they had and EZ1% said " She is a 
bifch that women, wont let have a thine , I advise you lads not to va 
take a thing of theirs, not,even a meaj " V. said that he had his 
meals oute De starded reading news item out and was interrupted and 
started redding it out again and was again interupted and then the 
Se raised his head from the E.W. and asked him what he had been readig 
aboute De. gave an Edger Kennardy gesture i.e. bringing hig out- 
stretched hand over his face from forehead to chine D. then put the 
paper down and picked up Us #7 a flute on the table ( S's flute 
and said " Thismwould make a good cosher " V. said " Not too good it 
would bend " D. " I'd like to try it on somebody" and gave a down- 
ward hitting movement with ite V. walked over to the mirror and playec 
a few notes in frént of it, came back and played off the music which 

he just written. De advanced some technical point about the flute 

and T. disagreed with it, after a few minutes argueing the called the 
attention of the S. who settled the arguament in T's favour. D. re- 
tired grinning. T. walkee over to the table and took his trumpet out 
of the case and played a few nots whild S. played the flute, not the 
same tune, V. then played a bit with the T. off the same misiic. E.L. 
cmme out of the wash room and to his locke4 when he took off his 
a down to the under—clotheé, in i -. 2 Obs oe ah ne tout yA | 

e changed into his band orm Ww consis fe) 
Rte Peet trousers, ‘pullover of Pim blue Sich necked at ‘the 
back, E.L. having a soft shirt and mauve tie but the rest of the band 
hed stiff collar and bow tie. D. picked up the violin and played a few 


notes and V. came over took it out of his hands, lagghing as he did. 
DM. then said to S. " Sing them some of your own compositions ". Se 
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laughed and “1% sine anything immeadiatley but D. started and S. 
Jotnesd in, these wer smtyv sones sune to porular tunes. A bell went 


at 7-20 and they said it was the first reminder that it was nearly 


time to start playinge Ve pieked his instument,;Snd went out. T. was 
playing an@A.H. asked on what method the trumpet was penres and 
he said it was on the same principal as the bugle only the notes were¢ 
variated by the stops, lst. stop made 4 a note and the 2nd. stop made 
14 notes and 3 stops made 2 notes. S. picked up his flute and played 
it a little and AH. asked him if he played it in the band and he said 
" No, not? I cant play it.right yet and I have'nt really a lot of 
time ti practise ". EZL. then said " Would you like to hear something 
about Rome, Milan, Venice, Paris and a score of other Europeaan cities 
we will tell you a few stories when we have the time ".Obs thanked 
him and promised that we would listen to some of them at his con- 
venience. Obs asked him about the home towns of the band and he said & 
that Se was a Scot, De. was a Welshman, Ve was a Cockney, Te from 
Lancashire and that he was from Manchester but hadnt beem there for 
16 years 4X4f% excent for odd visits. The 2nd. bell then rang and 
all of them went out S. being the last, E.L. came back again, Ob did 
not see what for but he (E.L.) saw that Obs had got his towel out of 
his locker and askedOb to put it back. Ob did put took it out again 
as E.Le went out again as the other towel in the wash room was very 
dirty owing tomthe fact that most of the band used it to polish thetr 
shoes, doing this before he went out. ( see A.H. REPORT for this 
room ) Ohs then went out ofthe band room into the dance hall and the 
band were playing ' TREES ' and ' WHEN DAY IS DONE ' the drum ef 
acting as vocalist to the latter song. At 7-40 P.M. there were 5 
patrone,there and band at this time ‘'stepping'into a quick-step. 
Ob made notes and A.H. went to talk to the assistant manager, OD 
finishon® notes went into the foyer and made a record of the posters 
as below. | . On steps facing entrance steps. 
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FIRST TIME IN HISTORY! y& 


WAR-TIME 
SWING BAND 


CONTEST 


ROYAL, TOTTENHAM 


FRIDAY, Ist DECEMBER, 1939 


Presented by 
JACK WEST and JOHN DILWORTH 
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BURGESS’S 


STORES TOTTENHAM 


(NEAR BRUCE GROVE STATION). 


The Store for Quality & Economy 


“Everything for the Home and for Wear” 


Bring the Kiddies to see Father Christmas and the grand 
array in the 


TOY BAZAAR 


they will be delighted 
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A SPECIAL DISPLAY IS BEING MADE IN 

THE LARGE ARCADE OF EVERYTHING 

SUITABLE FOR GIFTS this is a comprehensive 

and helpful effect and contains merchandise from 
all sections. 


FS SSSESSFSESSLSSS OS SS ESSSSSSOSSSSSLLSL LL SS 


As the Arcades are brilliantly lighted, although the shutters 
may be down, and you may wander round them or through 
the Store and so find your 


® GIFT SELECTION EASY ®@ 


The New Cosy Restaurant is open for Morning 
Coffee LUNCHEONS AND DAINTY TEAS 


Hours of Business are from 9 a.m. daily. Closing on Mon: 

Tues: and Wed: at 6.30 p.m. Thursday 1 o’clock (Restaurant 

closes 2.80). FRIDAY AND SATURDAY CLOSED AT 
7 pm. Please shop early in the day and in the week. 


5700592 HIGH RD. TOTTENHAM | 


"Phone: TOTTENHAM 5301-6 
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WAR-TIME SWING BAND 
CONTEST, 1939. 


Following the success of the Staggered Band Contest and the 
Swing Band Contest, Jack West and John Dilworth take pleasure in 
presenting to you tonight, A WAR-TIME SWING BAND CONTEST, 
in which the choicest of London’s semi-pro bands are competing for 
the title of War Time Swing Bang Champions. 


The bands will play two swing numbers of their own choice 
and one swing arrangement of a war-time number, e.g., “Tipperary,”’ 
“Roses of Picardy,” etc. 

Contestants will be judged by as brilliant a line-up of experts 
as have ever been grouped together at one contest. Appearing on 
the adjudicatory table are Claude Bampton, Joe Wyndham, Bill 
Franklyn, Reub Silver, Tommy Smith, ete. 


For the information of our patrons the results of the two 
previous contests held this year are given: The Staggered Dance 
Band Contest, the first ever to be held in history, during the week of 
May 8th to 12th resulted as follows: First, Eddie Chick and His Band 
(Wood Green) Frank Thornton and His Band (Tottenham) second, 
with George Crosby’s Cosmo Band (Islington) third, Dick Davis 
and His Band (Tottenham) ang The Masqueraders (Leyton) tied for 
fourth place. 


The first Swing Band Contest in England, organised on June 
30th, was a terrific success, and resulted as follows:—Eddie Chick 
and His Band, first, Frank Thornton’s Collegians, second, Sidney 
Day’s Rhythmonic Band (Sidcup) third, with Norman Burns and His 
Swingtette (Clapton) fourth. 

I expect to hear some good performances tonight, and I close 
in hoping that the best band wins. Trot out your favourite boys, and 
give it all you’ve got. 

Here’s Luck, 


J.W. 


Judges’ Who’s Who 


Claude Bampton. One of our leading authorities on modern 
dance music, and one of the most likeable personalities in the business. 
Has broadcasted on many occasions, and is leader of “Claude 
Bamptons. Bandits.”’ 


Joe Wyndham’ Star drummer with Jack Payne, well-known 
for his slick drumming methods and his understanding of drums. Has 
coached many young aspirants. 

Reub Silver. Ace arranger and piano player. For a long time 
associated with Jack Jackson. Is also a well-known composer, his 
latest numbers being, Daughter of Mademoiselle from Armentieres, 
I Dream of San Merino, and Casino Romance, 

Bill Franklyn. Outstanding tenor and clarinet player. Has 
been associated with Sherry’s Brighton, where his popularity was 
stupendous and afterwards took his band to the Paramount, W. 

Tommy Smith. Leader of one of the Royal’s resident bands. 
Has had great experience in dance bands, and is an accomplished 
musician, 
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BURGESS’S 


STORES TOTTENHAM 


(NEAR BRUCE GROVE STATION). 


The Store for Quality & Economy 


“Everything for the Home and for Wear” 


Bring the Kiddies to see Father Christmas ang the grand 
array in the 


TOY BAZAAR 


they will be delighted 
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A SPECIAL DISPLAY IS BEING MADE IN 

THE LARGE ARCADE OF EVERYTHING 

SUITABLE FOR GIFTS this is a comprehensive 

and helpful effect and contains merchandise from 
all sections. 
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As the Arcades are brilliantly hghted, although the shutters 
may be down, and you may wander round them or through 
the Store and so find your 


® GIFT SELECTION EASY ® 


The New Cosy Restaurant is open for Morning 
Coffee LUNCHEONS AND DAINTY TEAS 


Hours of Business are from 9 a.m. daily. Closing on Mon: 
Tues: and Wed: at 6.30 p.m. Thursday 1 o’clock (Restaurant 
closes 2.30). FRIDAY AND SATURDAY CLOSED AT 


7 pm. Please shop early in the day and in the week. 


570 to 592 HIGH RD. TOTTENHAM 


’Phone: TOTTENHAM 5301-6 
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WAR-TIME SWING BAND 
CONTEST, 1939. 


Following the, success of the Staggered Band Contest and the 
Swing Band Contest, Jack West and John Dilworth take pleasure in 
presenting to you tonight, A WAR-TIME SWING BAND CONTEST, 
in which the choicest of London’s semi-pro bands are competing. for 
the title of War Time Swing Bang Champions. 


The bands will play two swing numbers of their own choice 
and one swing arrangement of a war-time number, e.g., “Tipperary,” 
“Roses of Picardy,” etc. 


Contestants will be judged by as brilliant a line-up of experts 
as have ever been grouped together at one contest. Appearing on 
the adjudicatory table are Claude Bampton, Joe Wyndham, Bill 
Franklyn, Reub Silver, Tommy Smith, ete. 

For the information of our patrons the results of the two 
previous contests held this year are given: The Staggered Dance 
Band Contest, the first ever to be held in history, during the week of 
May 8th to 12th resulted as follows: First, Eddie Chick and His Bang 
(Wood Green) Frank Thornton and His Band (Tottenham). second, 
with George Crosby’s Cosmo Band (Islington) third, Dick Davis 
and His Band (Tottenham) ang The Masqueraders (Leyton) tied for 
fourth place. 


The first Swing Band Contest in England, organised on June 
30th, was a terrific success, and resulted as follows:—-Eddie Chick — 
and His Band, first, Frank Thornton’s Collegians, second, Sidney ~ 
Day’s Rhythmonic Band (Sidcup) third, with Norman Burns. and His 
Swingtette (Clapton) fourth. 


I expect to hear some good performances tonight, and I close 
in hoping that the best band wins. Trot out your favourite boys, and 


give it all you’ve got, 
Here’s Luck, 


J.W. 


Judges’ Who’s Who 


Claude Bampton. One of our leading authorities on modern 
dance music, and one of the most likeable personalities in the business. 
Has broadcasted on many occasions, and is leader of “Claude 
Bamptons Bandits.” 


Joe Wyndham Star drummer with Jack Payne, well-known 
for his slick drumming methods and his understanding of drums. Has 
coached many young aspirants. 


Reub Silver. Ace arranger and piano player. For a long time 
associated with Jack Jackson. Is also a well-known composer, his 
latest numbers being, Daughter of Mademoiselle from Armentieres, 
I Dream of San Merino, and Casino Romance, 


Bill Franklyn. Outstanding tenor and clarinet player. Has 
been associated with Sherry’s Brighton, where his popularity was 
stupendous and afterwards took his band to the Paramount, W. 

Tommy Smith. Leader of one of the Royal’s resident bands. 
Has had great experience in dance bands, and is an accomplished 
musician, | 
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MAKERS OF 
VICTOR DRUMS 


Collapsible 
BASS DRUMS 


SWING 
OUTFITS 


(KRUPA STYLE) 


SUPER SNARE 
DRUMS 


VIC O'BRIEN, 


22 St. Giles High Street, 
London, W.C.2. 
TEMPLE BAR 2800 
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PROGRAMME 
Re Cliff Weeks and His Happy Days. 


47, Love Lane, Mitcham. 


2.: Dave Marks and His Kings of Rhythm: 0S: PT I Yy 
Felt Sr Pave Marks, 58, Graham Road, E:8. {, O ee 


an As Sidney, Days Rhythmonic Orchestra. FT. YS 
ey ces ; ‘Sidney Day, 155. \Witlersley Avemie, Sideup ? Be, | 4 4 | 
wT oe sa 5 | 
4. The New Mecerihe. 

W. Davidson, 182 Galliard Road, Lr. Edmonton N. 9. 


on 


‘Loy ie ‘Dick Davis and His Mayfair Bess, ae > 4S, Lh 
% 7 & rss Dick Davis, 220 North Circular Road, Palmers: Peale 


B" > Norman earns and His ate ntllis 44- > &T@ 


OE 0% — ake ot 3 Sha om Mansions, Clapton, E.5. BS 20 to 
aa Leng, * Q _S wed 5 oe nae, a ox co | Oe 
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6 i= The Rhythinic Swing Band. 5 pe gt | 


io =f 
Stan Fry, 55 Granville Gardens Woodford Green, Essex. 


» Q> & 
7 putt The wepernege: A aff vee ‘ie 
ed Hodgkiss 53 imord ad, ‘N.1. 


9. Frank Payne and His String Quartette. “f (| 5 
F. Payne, 58, Stainton Road, Enfield Highway. fe 

10. { hé Five Corsdirs. 0500. 
a * L. Cowll, 2p9, ya Road, “apr 
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Friday Next, December 8th 
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Hitler. . 


wants your soui to ruin 


We.. 


want your soles to mend 


PHILLIPS 


Footwear 
Repair 


Service 
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Bruce Grove, 
Tottenham, N.1I7 
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SILVER 
ARRANGEMENTS 


Complete Personal Arranging Service 
Special arrangements for gig bands 
Express Service for publishers 
Coaching & rehearsing by arrangement 


Ist. Floor. 4 
178, CHARING CROSS RD. 


For DRUMS 


and Musical Instruments 


Joe Wyndham 


16, Cavendish Gardens, 
Capen: Park, S.W.4. 


TUL 5331. 
ALSO TUITION ON .DRUMS 


SWING 
RECORDS 


at almost 


HALF - PRICE 
1/9 
BRAND NEW 


Benny Goodman, Teddy Wilson, 
Fletcher Henderson, Billy 
rloliday, Benny Carter, Bob Cros- 
by, Duke Ellington, Artie Shaw, 
Hot Quintett of Paris, Louis Arm - 
strong, Bunny Berigan, Etc. 


MORRIS‘S 
89, Tottenham Court Road 


(middle ) 
Mus 4910 Send for Lists 


! 


Phone Stamford Hill 4490. 


REGENT DRESS 
WEAR HIRE 
SERVICE 


Clothes can be 
hired for all 
occasions 

Terms Moderate. 


WEDDINGS and DANCES 
a Speciality 
20, AMHURST PARADE, 
Stamford Hill, N.16. 


Opposite ieee Cinema 


Come and 
Dance to 


Victor Silvester 
Next Friday Dec, 8th. 


& His Ballroom 
Orchestra 


3 to 6 p.m.—6d. 
7 to 11 p.m.—1/- 


DE CCA presents 


BOB CROSBY’S 
SHOWCASES Nos. | & 2 


lies 


SHOWCASE NO. 2. 


Six 10-inch records, complete in Art Album with 
explanatory leaflet, 14/6. Single records 2/- each. 


BOB CROSBY AND HIS ORCHESTRA AND THE EOB CATS 
(A) BOB CROSBY AND HIS ORCHESTRA (Vocal! by BO3 CROSBY) 
(B) BOB CROSBY’S BOB CATS (Featuring Piano by BO3 ZJRKE) 


F.7iSt (A) JEZEBEL—Foxtrot 
‘B) BIG FOOT JUMP—Foxtrot 


BOB CROSBY’S BOB CATS 
THE BIG CRASH FROM CHINA—Foxtrot (Featuring Drums by RAY BAUDUC) 
FIVE POINT BLUES—Foxtrot (Featuring Trumpet by YANK LAWSON). 


HINDUSTAN—Foxtrot 
MOURNIN’ BLUES—Foxtrot 


BOB. CROSBY AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
F.7153 STOMP OFF, LET’S GO—Fo: trot 
EYE QOPENER—Foxtrot (Featuring Piano by BOB ZURKE) 
F.7154 SOUTH OF RAMPART STREET PARADE 
SONG OF THE WANDERER (Where shall | go ?)—Foxtrot 
F.7156 WHEN THE RED, RED, ROBIN COMES BOB, BOB, BOBBIN’ ALONG—Foxtrot 
THEM THERE EYES—Foxtrot 


Have you had your copy of ‘‘2!1 years of Swing Music ?’’ Only a few copies now 
available, 1/6 post free, from DECCA, 1-3, BRIXTON ROAD. LONDON, S.W.9, 
or from your local dealer. 


SHOWCASE NO. Il. 


Consisting of Six 10-inch records complete in 
Album with Leaflet 14/6. Single records 2/-. 


BOB CROSBY AND HIS ORCHESTRA. 


I'M FREE—Foxtrot (Featuring Trumpet by BILLY BUTTERFIELD) 
SUMMERTIME—Foxtrot (From ‘‘ Porgy and Bess ’’) (BOB CROSBY’S Theme Song) 


SWINGIN’ AT THE SUGAR BOWL—Foxtrot (Vocal by NAPPY LAMARE) 
I'M PRAYIN’ HUMBLE—Foxtrot 


BOB CROSBY’S BOB CATS 


SPEAK TO ME OF LOVE—Foxtrot (Vocal by MARION MANN) 
THE BIG BASS VIOL—Foxtrot (Vocal by MARION MANN) 


FOUR OF THE BOB CATS 
| HEAR YOU TALKING—Foxtrot 
CALL ME A TAX!i—Foxtrot 
(A) BOB CROSBY AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
(B) BOB CROSBY’S BOB CATS (Featuring Clarinet by IRVING FAZOLA) 
(A) MY INSPIRATHION—Foxtrot 
(B) LOOPIN’ THE LOOP—Foxtrot. 


(A) BOB HAGGART (String Bass); RAY BAUDUC (Drums) 
(B) BOB CROSBY AND HIS ORCHESTRA (Featuring Piano by BOB ZURKE) 


F.7005 (A) THE BIG NOISE FROM WINNETKA 
(B) HONKY TONK TRAIN BLUES—Foxtrot 


DECCA—The “ALL STAR” RECORD 
2 ARTS a a es 


Ay ame” 9 Comp. 1 ah 1.12.39 


Royal held a band contest this evening. (See appended prgramme) , 
Met Dilworth and he told obs that at previous contest in the mid- 
summer they had had 1,400 there but he didn't expect more than 
about 1,000 tonight. Said they normally average 600 a weekday 
session now (Afternoons lower presumably. 6d afternoon. 1/- evening 
Talkative as usual. 

Obs met Billy Laurence, leader of All-England MM champ. band 
1939. Said that the war had killed the semi-pros, wiped them oute | 
But business picking up now. He had two gigs next week, which was 
pretty good these days. “ad lost 2 men through the war = one had 

been in army befo e war. Himself in police and thus lost soe 
work. Had come along to offer services. He had fun the first band 
contest in country here years ago. 

Crowd of abo t 1,000 there by time contest started. Hach band 
pl yed two numbers of own choice and one hotted 1914-18 favourite. 
Notes on performances appended to show taste. 

Compe started about 8.30. Dilworth first introduced judges. 
Spot s one on e--ch in turn, as they ssat at the row of tables 
drawn up by the ballroom flopr, with prizes - cups and medals, 
displayed. 

Played in following order 
1. Marks (2) 


Ze Days (3) 

3. Davis (8) Bracketed numbers refer to numbers on progr 
4. Burns (6) | 
5. Rhythmic (7) amne, The d will be used overleaf. 

6. Swingeopators (8) 

7. Payne (9) 


e) ‘ 


er 


i 
Royal 2 ah 1.12.39 
2. Dave Marks and Kings of Rhythm. Applause (in secs) 
5 piece band. Obs thought poor. . QS (10); FT (10) ; “aye 
(20 


3e Sidney Days Rhythmonic Prehestra 


7 piece. Good Good clarinet FT (15); QS (19); aK + 
40 


5. Dick Davis and his Mayfair Band 
6 piece. Rhythm good. Front line 
2 sax and trumpet poor. B (10); Home Fires (10) QS (1k 


6. Norman Burns and Swingtette 


6 piece 

2 piano accordions and guitar 

bass, piano, drtms Tipperary (25); FT €20); QS 
Louder applause tnan any. Crwod (20) 


immediately round stand - probably because of unusual line-up. 


7- The Rhythmic Swing Band 


6 piece FT (10)3 Home Fires (10); FT 
(10) 
8. The Swingcopators 
7piece FT (10)3 QS (15): “pps 
20 


9. Frank Payne and His string Quartet. 


Violin, two guitars, double bass, 
piano QS (7) FT $10) Only Girl (10) 


:% 


Royal 3 ah 1.12.39 


Results announced at 10.30 and prizes given by Hunch backed Silver, 
Claude Bampton, J»e Wyndham, and Bill Franklyn. 
Results. Noe 3 1lSte 
6 2nd. 
8 3rde 
Best hand given to leader of 6. and to his drummer, who won best 
drummer medal. Medals for best instrumentalist of each instrument. 
Obs got impression that crwwd applauded the most showy efforts - 
viz. above drummer ho played as thowh hunch=-backed and did lot 
of show. Likewise showed mos¥ enthusiasm for band with two accorioni 
with light flashing from their ketborads and maximum of noidee as 
they played near the mike. 
During the comp. with bands 3 and 6 half the crowd gathered round 
a jitterbugging counle in the middle of the floor. Crowd of about 
250 couples dancing, more (300 at time). 
Notes. 
No changes here. Lights dimmed for -angos and waltzes. Same crowd 
C/D's, with high Jewish percentage. QS most popular. 
Notice in foyer 


JITTERBUGS 


Are requested to confine their activities to dances specially 


played for them at 4.30, 5.30, 8.30, 9.30, 10.30. 


AH 


I; Posters in balcony :- 


"Special Today. 
Ma. BRUNCH 
Fried Egz, Bacon, Sausage ,Tomato, “otatoes. 
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1/- ! 
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hoyal/ Tottenham SeSe 26/3/39. 

ap | 
Obs arrived at 7-20, when the staff were getting ready for the evenim 
In room on the right hand side were two men looking after books for 
enrooling new Sunday Club members and for members bringing cuests. 
Ass. manager was at the door,waiting of the members coming , in order 
to look at thefe membership cards. Uniformed female attendant was at the 
door leading in to the damce hall(right hand door, other door haveing 
notice on, Other door Please} Obs went up to see the manager and saw 
HeLeHeimann in the office. Saw/ manager and he told us to wait a minute. 
Jimmy Quinn, Mecca's chief demonstrator came up the stairs and on 
seeing A.H. cams up 60 him, A.H. asking him how the Park Parade was go- 
ing one Je-G@ said that it was going fine. Obs were on balcony and on 
the wall behind the stairs about 10' up the plaster was burned off 
and Mr. Dilworth said that the exit sigm ham fired during the after- 
noone Mre D. took Obs down stairs into the membership enrolment room 
and entered both Obs in the guest column, Mr. D. signing his name as 
having brought ‘them.eObs then went in the dance hall with Mr. D. and then 
left them. Obs took a front tabke and a count showed that there were 
46 women there at 7-55 peme A.H. counting the men. At 8-15 during a 
waltz the bands changed, In this dance couples were trukking round 
doing three walk ¢7%pf¢ steps and sliding INE / ATL ATAS the same foot 
behind the other after the 3rd. step. After the waltz a quick-step 
during which at least two couples ( 1 couple - 2 girls ) were just 
walking round chatting and about 10% were trukking,the original truk 
consisting of one step forward and turning the toees out and a slight 
backward movement, deriving from the negfo slave when trudging through 
the mud¢v fields and pushing his toes out in order to get a former grip 
on the.groung. Others were doing steps such as 3 steps forward and 
kicking the alternate leg forward to about 1' foot off the ground aw 
back 3 steps and kicking and forward again and so on for about ‘’s 
times, another was while ome danc er performed 4 a revolution at 
ordinary time the other did it at double time and then the other 
dancer did the smme thins moving forward at the same time and anothe? 
was, trukking,but after every third step kicking the foot backward 
same foot being uscd and movine Porward all the time.Yet another was 
kicking the fret, 2 times each foot to the right side and then kicking 
out 2 2s again on the left side. After this a slow-foxtroy¥ in which 
couples were also trukking. "uring the dances up to then 3 couples 
had stopped near the band to look at the flowers . A waltz followed 
the slow-f., lights being dimmed for the dance. The dances were not 
announced and there was a 15 sec. imterval between them, the dances 
averaging in length, 6 mins, ome encore for each dancee A quick- step 
after the waltz and then a slow foxtrot during which it took a couphe 
1 min. 45 sec. to go round the floor.,A couple were wat at a table near 
Obs. and the man had his arm round the woman. A quick step thene 
As this Sunday about 90 % of the dancers were Jews and an ali-Jewish 
tango competition had been advertisec. #he average Jew8ss was dressed 
as follows :- Hair (black) dressed straight from the forehead to . 
various different designs on top and hanging info the neck at the backe | 
Blouse of blakk, mauve or multi-colgured stripes, black and green or & 
if blouse black then a'm atching'colour, medium colour to black silk 
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stockings, black shoes. Following the quick=step a slow foxtrot, 


Duri the next dane & waltZethe band ch ed. This was at 9-0 
after the waltz a quiék-step then a tango when there were about 4100 


couples on the floor. A slow-fox trot after the tango. The partner 
with whomOb was dancing went, after the dance to youth who put his 
arm round her neck. Ob noticéd that a youth had a button-hole badge 
on which wes the Jewish symbek, x. A couple walked past and the 
man had his arm round fHe ladies waist. During thé waltz Ob had the 
following conversation := Girl was a gentile. 

Ob. " Crowdy, is'nt it 7? " 

- @ #& Yesg it is rather " 

Ob. " is it as usual 7? " 


G. "No, seems tobe more than usual. Its getting more crushy every (as 
week."" 


Ob."How is that,the demonstrations ? " 

Ge " Yes.Have you been before ? " 

Obe-" Yes , is it your first time here ?" 

Ge " Yes, many times." | 

Ob." Bverybody seems to know everybody else." 

Ge " ¥es, although I have been here quite often I have not known 
many, and have not met any friends# ,except workmates ,but 


no real friends." 


Obe" are you entering forthe tango competitions." 


Ge"No." 
Ob." Seems to be a centre for Jews." 


G." Yes,they come from Tottenham,Hackney and the East Bnd, are 
you a Londoner? " 


Ob."figAH No, Iam from Yorkshire ",. 


After the waltz Mr. D. announced that there would be an exhibition by (che 
This was at 10-0. was in evening dress and 
had a evening dress. First exhibition was of a waltz and 
Ob noticed that they did not keep strictly in time with the music but | 
were doing, generally, a forward waltz for about 4 steps abd faster | t 
time than the band and then a turn or spin at the end of which, they | 
would drop into the music again. A tango exhibition followed the 
waltz and this was done in strict tempo to the misic. After the tango 


a slow foxtrot Agfé was done and agai; the strict tempo of the 
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Royal (cont) ea 


music was not kept toe 16 secs. of aplause for each of these exhibitions 
Then came a demonstration of the quick-step. After a spectacular bit 

of foot-work Was , aplause was given, amounting to 5 sets of applause 
in the quick-step. At the end they were given 25 secs. of applause was 
given and the demonstrators came back again and did a further quick- 
step demongtration after which thet? received a further 20 secs. of 
applause. As the quick=step was the favourite dance the dancers 
followed the quick-step demonstration with more attention, readily 
appreaciating any difficult step or variation. Mr. D. then announcec 
that owing to the fact they had only one entry for the tango competitin 
it had been cancelled and again told them that the prizes were £50 
worth of ladies and gents cigarette cases and they had still time to 
enter by applying at the professionals desk for a form. During a quick 
step Ob Ob said to his partner 

" good few here tonight " 


(45 Ge " Not too bad ", 
Ob. " Is this the usual crowd ". 
Ge " No there seem to more than usual " 
Ob. " Have you been coming here long ? " 
Ge " No, about a month,Have you been before ", 
Ob. " No, I have come with a friefidtonight ". 
Ge “" It will seem a bit lonely for a few times ", 
Ob. " Yes. Are you a Londoner 7? " 


Ge " Yes, born and bred, though my parents are foreigners " 


Ob. " What nationality ? " 

Ge " Buteh", 

At 10-30 two tap dancers came on the floor, gave a 5 min. display and | 
made their exit, getting 8 secs applause. Theyiwore white striped(and red) 
trousers, red jakket, white shirt, red tie, Vepeere with grey crown, 

and brim, white and red striped sides. Affer this a waltz in which 

Ob danced with Jewass, 18, blue frock, small about 5' 4". 

CAS op. " Rather crushy " 

Ge "™ Yes there does seem to be a lot here ". 

“are they popular these dances ". 


Ge “ Oh yes, very a 


Ob. * Everyone seems to know everybody ", 
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G. WY Yes they may seem very friendly, but some of them are very 
clanish ", 


Ob. " Is there a reason for that ¥ " 

Ge " Well I dont know, it may because they come from different districts " 
Ob.'"What do vou think the standard of dancing is like ? " 

Ge " Very good I think ", 


J2 At 10-45 the managment put a jam session on for Obs and Ob got his 
previous partner. After dancing the normal quick=step for once round the 
floor *. showed Ob how to truk and also to do the varioud steps 
described on page 1. The majority of the dancers were either trukking 
or putting their own variations in. In the centre of the floor a ring 
had been formed by the dancers ihto which Ob joined, going round in 
circles, Red Indian style, while a small crowd gathered round to watch. 
After two fast numbers a song was played for ' The Blues ' an Americian 

JaJam session danc@ similar to the slow foxtrot . After this fast numbers 
and this time a ring was formed and in the middle of it were 5 males 
and 2 femalesdoing follow-my=-leader style of dances each dancer imitatig 
the one in front. This was in the middle of the floor and there were 
approx. 50 fifty people watching them. One of the men in the ring droppé 
out of the dancing and made a pretence of fanning the danceps as thay 

passed himwith a small handkerchief. Another 4 dancers were holding 
hands round and were doing a kind of ring-a-ring-a-rosies increasing in 

T> tempo at each revolution. At 10-55 the jam session finished and a waltz 
was played. Ob to girl as the waltzing started 


" Do you like those jam sessions ? " 
(as Ge "' Yes I think they are very good, it puts a bit of life into it ". 
Ob. " Do they have them often ? " 
Ge " Not too often, although they ought to ". 


In one of the double chasse Ob saw a couple in each others arms and 
nobody appeardd to look at them. Obs left at 11-0 p.m. 
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Corvrversationse 


Ie Jewess Br. 20. Striped 3 coat, blue frock. Black shoes. 


O."Who's is this band?" 

G "IT don't know" 

O "Big crowd here" 

4 "Yes there always is at the weekend" 
O "Oh. Do you do a lot of dancing?" 


G "Vell I suppose so. Weekends you -know. There's a big competition here 


tonight." 
O "30 sf ere” Finals isn't 1t?" 


"Ves. That's ite I saw a marvellous demonstration at (obs ddd 


not catch name). The wobld's champions." 
O "Oh what were they doing?" 
xz "Ordinary ballroom dancing, and then they judged the competition." 
O 


"I suppose this is the only decent place in the nei¢g hbourheod. I don't 


know round here very well. 
a wv Vv rata il 1 a Vv We 
G "Yes. You get a local crov ou know 


2. Jewess 20 Br. Pale blue coatee and skirt. Blue flowered jumper. Black 


shoesSe 

QO. "It's crowd d isn't it?" 

G "It usually is on Sunday. I usually come with a crowd, but they've let 
me dowh tonig tht. They were at a tea dance this afternoon, ané all the | 
boys are at a stag party tonight - whatever that is. It's bachelors 
isn't it?" 

O "Yes. Where the wine flows freely. 


G "Oh. Then it's a good job I gen 44 iecceiin then." 

O "Big place thi 
seen big. er." 

G "Yes. I think it is the next biggest". 

O "Do you do a lot of dancing?" 

G "I have been ;ately. About once a week" 

--- 


1, - 
LLS 


3. Jewess. Br.2O Black frock, with gold and red embroidery. Black shoes, | 


Obs "Crowded ism't it?" 


G "es. I believe it is generally, but tonight is more than wual for 


the competition." 
O "Don't you come vere often?" 
¢: Ino" | 
O"Do you do much dancing?" 
G "Not much. Yell just enough you lnow (smiles)". 


4. Jewesse Br.cO Strinved blue and brown frock. Brown and gold shoese 


- | think the Hammersmith Palais is the only one I've 


Oe Re ee Pe Sere 


ee ee 
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O "Do you come here often?" 

G "Well I don't usually tome here, but I believe it is more crowded than 
usual. I was here last Sunday and it wasn't as erowded as this." 

O "Do you do much aq0c*s chee 

a "Yo. I don't norma dancing" 


cee 


o 
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's a good band here" 


ny 
ek 
G "Yes. I've noticed that they seem to specialise in quicksteps here" 


— Pee SR Te aed - 


5S. Jewess. Br. 20 Yellow evening frock (all other partners afternoon). 
Glasse:. Fluffy hair style. 


G2 


"It's crowded here isn't it. I missed last Sunday, but it has been 
fairly crowd d here since Chri stmas." 

O "Do you come here regularly then?" 

G "Oh yes, every Sunday. We've been asked to advertise our ARP dance nex‘ 
re Saturddy at llackney Town Hall. We may not be going ourselved, but we: 
been asked to advertise it. Tickets 2/-." 


ad Se Jewess. Br. Red Jumper, Dlue skirt. Black shoes. 
O "Well what did you think of the competition.?Who do you think won?" 
G "I didn't watch it" 

n't O "Oh why?" 
G "Well I saw too many good demonstrations. After seeing all that good 


dancing you don't like watching the other." 

"Ves it was good wasn't ite One chap tried to make capital out of it 
in the competition by doing the step Pierre and Lavel did in the 

ack rumba. 1! 

"Oh. A little fellow was it?" 

lives," 

le t "ves. I thought he'd be in it. Rhat's why I didn't watch it. It's the 

the same people as before, every time." 

"Do you come Bere a Lot?" 

"Yes on Sunday. It is usually pretty crowded". 

"Who's is the band?" 


"T don't know. It w sn't here last week. It's a new one”, 
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Jewess.e. Blonde 20 Black frock and shoes. 


" It's crowded here isn't t?" 

"Yes. It usually is" 

" Do you come here often then?" 

"Yes. Twice a week - Sat. and Sun." 

"What did you think of the competition?" 

"Very good." 

"T din't think much of 5 did you? - except for his runba! 

"Noe Only the rumba was good. You seesome lovely dancing don't you?" 
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g the Finals of the All-Zendeh Jewish Dance Contest. Counts in the 
1 impossible, but a sample count down one side of the people seated 
oily revealed 86 men and 80 women. Ths at 8-45. About 8-900 in the 
ballroom and the balcony probably held another I50. Vast majority - 
estimated at at leasbbp 85% were jHws - of all types (blonde as well as 
brunette of both sexes). Girls nearly all (at leat 90%) in afternoon 
dresses or jumpers and skirts. All chaps except the competitors were 
in lounge suits. 

The judges - 6 cou»rles - all gave demonstrations of dances, each demon 
strating the dance they lad judeed and another as well. Crowd enthusia 
tie and applauede all the fancy steps. Obs noticed that the greatest 
applause were for the faster and trickier steps, whereas there was no 
clapping during the actual demonstration for any of the slow and mere 
less theatrical steps. Pieere and Laveele raised the loudest applause 
with their rumba, loud cheers greeting the step where he pivots on one 
foot the other lee being raised high off the ground, whilst she dances 
round turning him as she.does so. 

There were Ycomp etitors for the finals and the judges were placed in 
a circle i. pairs round the room. Spot light focussed on each pair in 
turn as Dilworth introduced them at the mixe. Loudest applauge for Hen 
vy Jaques al ad Day Allene Competitors had to dance #er through each of 


the dances that had been feat urec in the competition - “Oxtrot, Waltz, 
Quickst 2D» Tal gO Old Time Waltz, Bhd Rumba (this instead of the 1 Big 
Apple). Enthusiasm increase as the dances went on. At end of each 
dance Dilworth went round the ae and collected slips of paper with 


their choice of the first three in each dance. Number 5 seemed tle mos 
popular with the crowd, a little Jew with black moustache and a4 gentil 
partner in blue evening dress. Loud cheers and shrieks of "Go on Jimmy 
as he passed the bottom of the room. When in the rumba he imitated 
the step of Piere and Lavelle, pivotting on his foot, there were loud 
cheers from all over the room. 

At the end of the last dance ordinary dancing resumed and the results 
were announced later, prizes being given for the first 3 couples - @ 

ld and @ silver ciagrett cases. Numbe 5 was placed 3rd. 


j IT y+ 
OVEL CONTEST FOR 
JEWISH DANCERS 


‘ —_—_—_—_— 

The Tottenham Sunday Club want to discover the 
best Jewish dancers in London, and, in consequence, 
are organising the C. L. Heimann All-London Jewish 
Dance Contest. Instead of giving Cups, the prizes 
are Gold and Silver Cigarette Cases, cach being 
handsomely engraved and of a total value of £45. 

This Contest is specially arranged for the Members 
of the Sunday Club, and all Mecca Gold-Cup Prize- 
winners are barred. 

— The most renowned judges have been engaged for 
JLo each of the Heats, which are six in number: all these 
six couples will appear and dance at the Grand Finals. 


What a GRAND FINAL! 
Here are the Dates: 


* March 5th—Fox-Trot: 
Mr. Henry Jacques and Miss Day Allen. 
* March 12th—Waltz: 
Mr. James Quinn and Miss Florence Mills. 
March 19th—Quickstep: 
Miss Phyllis Hayler and Mr. Charles Scrimshaw. 
March 26th—Tango: 
Mr. Timothy Palmer and Miss Ella Spowart. 
April 2nd—Old-Time Waltz: 
Mr. James Barrell and Miss Elsa Wells. 
April 9th—Big Apple: 
Mons. Pierre and Miss Doris Lavelle. 


April 23rd—GRAND FINALS: 


WHEN ALL THE ABOVE-NAMED DEMON- 
STRATORS AND JUDGES WILL APPEAR. 


Sunday Club members sheuld not miss one of these 
events: it is sure to prove one of the most successful 
and most impertant contests yet organised. 
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g the Finals of the All-Zendeh Jewish Dance Contest. Counts in the 
1 impossible, but a sample count do'’n one side of the people seated 
ily revealed 86 men and 80 women. Ths at 8-45. About - 900 in the 
ballroom and the balcony probably held another 150. Vast majority - 
estimated at at leatb 85% were jaws - of all types (blonde as well as 
Jig brunette of both sexes). Girls nearly all (at leat 90%) in afternoon 
page yes or jumpers and skirts. All chaps except the competitors were 
lounze sults. | 
The judges - 6 couoles - all gave demonstrations of dances, each demon | 
strating the dance they ad safe’ and another as well. Crowd enthusia 
tie and applauede all the fancy steps. Obs noticed that the greatest 
applause were for the faster and trickier steps, whereas there was no 
clapping during the actual demonstration for any of the slow and mere 
less theatrical steps. Pieere and Laveele raised the loudest applause ; 
with their rumba, loud cheers greeting the step where he pivots on one : 
foot the other lee being raised high off the ground, whilst she dances | 
round turning him as she.does so. 
There were Vcomp etitors for the finals and the judges were placed in 
a circle i. pairs round the room. Spot light focussed on each pair in 
turn as Dilworth introduced them at the mike. Loudest applauge for Hen 
y Jaques and Day Allen. Competitors had to dance #er through each of : 
the dances that had been Peatured in the competition - Foxtrot, Waltz, 
Quickstep, Tango Old Time Waltz, Bhd Rumba (this instead of the Big 


nae? ' - 4 - 
Apple C ) . mnt Ld hus pe asild LIUACTease as tie aances went One At end of each | 
dance Dilworth went round the judges and collected slips of paper with 


their choice of the first three in each dance. Number 5 seemed tle mos | 
popular with the crowd, a little Jew with black moustache and a gentil | 
partner in blue evening dress. Loud cheers and shrieks of "Go on Jimmy : 
as he passed the bottom of the room. hen in the rumba he imitated | 
the step of Piere and Lavelle, pivotting on his foot, there were loud 
cheers from all over the room. 

At the end of the last dance ordinary dancing resumed and the results 
were announced later, prizes being given for the first 3 couples - 2 
and @ silver ciagretté cases. Numbe 5 was placed 3rd. 


BONNIE SCOTLAND'S ® 
FIGHTING BANDS j 


by E. C. MILLARD 


I’m writing from Bonnie Scotland. They’re good, 
and fine, and hearty, are the people of Scotland. And 
dead keen on dancing! 

And dead keen, too, about our Harmonie bands, 
fighting it out for the £15 Cash prizes and Cups, in our 
Meeca-Pearson’s Weekly band contests. 

Not little bits of bands with a few mouth-organs. 
Instead, small orchestra, with harmonicas, and a pack 
of other instruments ... bands with as many as 
twenty seven players crowding the Mecca stages. 

Every band in a smart uniform .. . bands all men 
- « « bands with pretty, smiling girls! Girls playing 
harmonicas—girls playing piano-accordions. 

And every band keyed up to do its best. Glasgow 
bands are travelling all the way to Edinburgh; Edin- 
burgh bands are going to Glasgow to compete. That, 
for the all-week Heats and Saturday Grand Finals, is 
a total distance of about 200 miles. That’s keenness 
for you. 

Altogether it’s a grand battle, with over 250 lusty 
players in the field, fighting for top places. 

Yes, it’s a great thrill watching it all, and recording 
it for 150,000 Pearson’s Weekly readers. 

And that’s only the beginning! There are five 
band contests in England still to go:— 


LEEDS, Mecca-Locarno—February 27-March 4. 
BIRMINGHAM, The Grand Casino—March 6-11. 
NORTH "_ONDON, The Royal, Tottenham— 
March 13-18. 

WEST LONDON, The Paramount, 

Tottenham Court Road, W.—March 20-25. 
SOUTH-WEST LONDON, The Locarno, 

Streatham Hill, 8.W.2.—March 27-April 1. 
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Obs interviews coloured dancing team after they ltve given their 
show at the Royal "Beran nighte 
Heywo bao, negro about 20, 5'7", Dovish face, marked American accent. 


Truckin'. Lagey and 1.6.39 


4rins shyly at obs and wants obviously seems put out at being 
fiuhury lowed . Obs thinks this is the first time he has been inter«~= 


Obs "Could you tell me something about swing and truckin'?" 


Viewede | | 
: 
H "Well it's rather hard I guess." | 


soof at it?) 


O "Well tell me why is it that coloured people are so 
H "Oh it just comes natural I suess,." | 
O "Do all negroes find it natural?" 

H "The great majority" 

O "Why do you think it is thct you find it natural?" 


BH "Oh it's ...well it's just something inside that wants to get 
out" 

O "Have you been over here long?" 

H "Yes a long time now" 

O "How long?" 

as years". : 

O WR BO you think that the Americans are better than the English 
at this sort of th ing?" 

H “Yes I think so” : 

O "Why do you thick that is?" 


H "Well there is just something e English = what you 


call complex" 


missing in th 


| 
O "Do you t#ke dog any straight ballroom dancing?" | 
| 


O "Would you like to do it?" 

H “Not me. It's like wearing a stiff collar" 

O "Do you like doing this sort of dancing?" 

tT NOn ese" : 
"Don't you get tired when you have done a few dances like that?" | 


H "Oh no".We stop when the band stops". 

O "Do you maie up your own steps?" 

H "Sometimes we do, sometimes we don't. We com to feel that we 
are letting ourselves loosey¥y 

O "Di you think people like Astaire 
as coloured people?" 

H "Well in one way they can and in one way they can't". 


and Rogers can do it as well 


St rikes obs as rather dull witted. Not much in the man. But obs %& 
sees his partner. She ig much the brighter of the twoe (See below 
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Truckin' Lagey and Heywewd. AH “ 


aL 1.6.39 


Lagey 

Half caste, aged about 20> slim well formed figure, large white ¥ 

teeth, frizzy hair, intelligent face. | 

Obs "How long have you been doing th s gort of thing?" 

L " I've been doing this kind of dancing for 9 months. I used to 
be a tap dancer before that". 

Her woman, white aged about 55, interrupting 

"Yese She las been dancing ever since she left school. She used 

to come to me from the schoolroom. She wae @ cing then". 

L "Yes I took up this sort of dancing 9 months ago." 

O "Don't you find it very tiring work?" 

JL "Oh no. If it is a good band I enjoy myself. I let myself go, 
and have a good time," 


O "Do you make up your own steps?" 

L “Yes w’ make up our own routine," 

O "Why are you coloured people so good at this sort of thing?" | 

L "I guess it is born in us. The rhythm is there. It originated im 

the negro. It comes easy to use There is a natrral rhythm in oum 
bodiese The English are much better at bailroom dabcing than at: 
this sort of dncing. Tey are inclined to be too stiff. They 
make it look too much like work. We enjoy it, if we get a good 
band." 

QO "Where have you had the best bands?" 

L "Well Ken Johnson. But most of these boys cho fet eether and 
Let thassalves go scem to be pretty hot. Some of them can play 
marvellous. Ye have been to some funny places with only 2 or @ 

boys but the band has been marvellous. They just let themselve} 
go." 

O tWwhich fo you prefer - tap Senta Yr or this?" 

L "I prefer this. In tap dancing you are more or lessrestricted 
bus to a routine. But in this you can Bt yourself go.” 

O "How long has Bruckin' been -o ing?" | 

L " Oh a long time. About 2 years. It startec in America and was | 

brought over here her by an American team calléd the "4 Trucker 
The Yam, Big Apple and Truckin are -ll pretty much the same,” | 

O "Which do you like best?" | 

L "The Be Apple. There is a bit of everything in that. It hag all; 
the dances put together." | 

O "How much time do you svend da. icing? ‘ 

Il, "We rehearse every day far about 2 hours and then we do @ show", 
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Royale Swing and Truckin! Night. AH 106039 


Tiis is special night with star programme of swing and truckdgees = 
Acts in@udea@ Ligey and Heyward 'The Killer Dancers', Yusty Tard= 
castle , torch singer, Bx obby febster and Sabs Slough, Dual Danee 
demonstration by Dévwies and ?P rte? » head boy in pen, and one ofia 
- a ke 


Sherryés staff and wrtner., a Jitterbug competition and a sw ing 
CO DetLt Olle ie 
x “ath ER — “ ae oe ie rth we, . oe 
Only about 500 present, to Dilvorth's disgust - "500 doesna!t . 


" - as * - ’ h , . 
Loo ing in this place. “est we've had here las. been 2 5009 1 
T . ome” | er | , | ; “- HaAATA : YS) | 
Recko:.s it is due to the weather "Cold. but not cold enough", 2 
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Dilworth and grimaced when obs suszested that she was good ‘Obs © 
Pe ge ee eee ee meer a “Rae ee ee ee, ame ee 4. A; 
didn't think so but said it toplease him - but it didn! Tt), 
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aonlause for this and piercings whist] tot an encore and did ; e | 
aopiause for this and plereiig LStieSe GOt an encore 4 l | 
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gain. Applause for a good 40 ees at en | 
» ~- ~~ | > 3 —s “—~\ ~~ . ~ < - . Mf ~ , 
Harry, from the Den Sta nding by obs and said tiat it was gaa 
D chin coms ee. bs hn : % - .. , eee ani pore > ai tan ; i 4 “x ~ 2 » sn ik Ps . st vee 
Applaudec their 'brokeh rhythm' and when they did one variation 
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a 
Did truckin' and Susie Cue. Thés done at hi sh pace and Lagg 
flieked up her skirts a lot. very nice footwork. As soon as the 
appeared on the floor the crowd which had kept back off the ge 
cfc forward to the band stand and formed a close square row 
them, the band stand forming the 4th sidée 

Loud apolause at the end. Encored twice. 
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3 entrants, all trupeters. Did not seem so bad by compamaae 
standars with. Perey Pease band, but they were not good playergaam 
obs o inion, First seemed the best but he got the least applaliaes 
One who raised most waa second who played 'hot' i.e. w:iat he Gigm 
was hot - heaps of seale slides and plenty of noise. 


Jitterbug contest. 7 
Originally had been solo iruckin comp. but in re ponse Qo 

requests was made a jitterbug contest for couples. Obs did noy 

see this ap it was i0t on titi after midnight. = 


fruckin. 


Royal. Swing and 


Truckine 


During a g/s th 
part..er ieft hi. 
was a4 hegro truckin w 
small, cog uettish, g& 
on underneatnr. Couid se 

he spun rounde 
They did the usual 
geex aspect of some 
U. fan gerks the 
she jolted 
facee OnL 
left dancing. 
Jewess aO. 
Obs danced 01 ily 
who Looked the 
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N"Well I think it (true <j 
Gai't do it very weile" 
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PECKHAM PAVILION: ADMINISTRATION 
AND STAFT. 
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ALL MODERN DANCES sale 
BANNED MERE 


Anyone found dancing the fex-tret er amy ether meden dmee 


is erdered eff the fleer ef the ballreom in Peekham—Read, LONDON 
Sk. 


Hundreds ef mon and women frem seventeen te seventy geo there 
every Tuesday and Saturday te revel in the lanecers, quadrilles, 
the valeta, the mazsurka, the waltz eetdlien, the saunter, maxina, 


and ethe r steps that went out of fashion years age. 


D | 
wh ig Saxephenes and druas are never heard: oaly a striaged orehestra 


plays. 

"“Qur musicians wear evening dress, not the silken fripperies ef 
a modern dances bands sauté Mr. Stanley Holten, seeretary ef the 
Old Time Dameors Association. told @ Sunday Express representative. 
* Our M,C. wears white zleves and under his sountouas leadership 
we have nene of the collisions se cemuen in other ballreoms, nor 


have we unwilling wallflewers". 


oe a ee, = * er » 
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/Observor stood chatting with Mir. Holton onr. the father of the manager. He 


performs the general function of caretaker in the hall, being a retir ed " 
carpenter and joiner. He is 75.He talked of the hall and the clients and ~ 


here is some rough idea of his conversation. - | , ea. 


"Yes we do very well here. On Tuesdays and Saturdays we have dances here. a 


We used to run a 560/50 dance here on Thursday's but for some reason it went Mo 
Gown. Our M.C. tried to run a old time dance near here but that went down 
too. But we don't. You should have seen the crowd here on New Year's Evee 4 
We had 370 here. Some were es up in the balcony. And a fine sight it 
was to see all tat crowd from the balcony. I've been told the capacity of 


this hall is 400 and after that I believe it. But a moderm crowd couldn't 


do it mind you. They'd be pushing each other all over the place. On New 


2 : Wn 
PECKHAM PAVILION A.H. L7eieD 
tg Year mind you they were all good old time dancers. But they oouldn't bve 
a done it @therwise. You know it's more kike an institution here than an . 
e ordinary dance. Everyone knows everyone else. We always use Christian names 
PelAsohere. Mind you I'm not saying that a newcomer won't have a pretty lean 
ay time whenshe first comes. The M.C. may ask her for a dance but most people 
| have their own groups. I always look to see what she's like. Now the 
Mayoress. She is very good. I noticed her when she was here on Saturday. 
I didn't have the opportunity to dance with her then, but I shall make it 
at the dinner. They lad a good bit in the London Press about it. Did you 
see the photo on the board there. I'm not on it. They talked about veterans 


on the floor. There's one here tonight. He's over there (Points to Annetts) 


But if I8d been on the floor I'd have capped the lot of ‘em. I'm 75. 
Sic I believe I kissed a girl here on New Year. So she says. I don't remember 
myself. She was sitting out. I went up to her and she was looking very 
glum she z said to her "Are you feeling sad?" "Yes" she said. So I took her 


on the ‘floor and had the dance with her. She says I kissed her but I con't 
remember anything about it. P'raps I did.(He laughs). We have some good i 
sports here though. There are two married girls. But their husbands don't | 


come though. They are adways up to something." 


Stan said he would intrdduce Obs. to "Stiffy". His real name Cadby and hey 3 = 


had been coming to the hall for many years. Accordingly after the interval ‘3 
Obs, introduced to Cadby who led him to the balcony where they could talk | 


better. Cadby looked about 55, was about 5'7", dark, slight, and rather 


| reserved. Stan had told Observor that he was af man who was rather "funny 
_ in his manner and who would only dance with his own special partnerse | 
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Mr. Cadby interviewed. 


? 


Well what do you want me to tell you about? You tell me the lines you 
want me to go on and I'll do my best to tell you what I cn. How long haw 
I been coming here ? Let me see = 3I years. I remember the place being 
built. Of course it has ‘been altered a bit since then. The Tudor Lounge 
was added since the War when the place was made into a club. And the exit 
passage was open to the sky before. It has been coverec in now of course. 


a os 


Yes as far as I know this is the original floor. Of course it.has been Zar 


mtched up a bit = you can see there (points to spot on floor where a newer 


piece of wood can be seen}. It was built by Hurndall you know and was kept 
in the family till after the war. He tad two other places besides - one 

a King's Hall, London Rd., near the Elephant, the other in I think it was 
Shepherd's Budh. The most up-to-date was the King's Hall, and it was sup- 
posed to have 5,000 lights and was fitted with every modern appliance for 
those days - places to tell you where to find your partners md all thate 
Zz This place was always extbemely popular. Everyone was given & 
programme with a pencil attached in those days. The place was always very 
crowded. As much @&ncing was done outside the building as in &t - in the 
exit passage and behind the building, where the lounge is now. The ref- 


reshment buffet was on this level (i.e. balcony) in those days. In the 


middle of the hall was a big fan and there were more fixed to the front of | 


the balcony. How were they worked ? Oh electricity. They have always had 


electricity here.(This seems to be a doubtful statement). Those gas lights | 


over the exits are required by the L-©.C. regulations for public halls. 
They are the original MarY ones. 


Sg 
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This place hax ted a series of M.C's. It is marvellous how long 
they last really. I suppose the best they ever had was Hurndall himself. ¥ 
He was the prince of M.C's. This paace wag a landmark for ages. The "old 
A" they used to tall it - tha stands for the Arlington as it used to bf 
called then. 

TO come into here is like coming home. It creeps on ypu and 
becomes a habit you know. Of course the War broke it for some of them. 
Some met and married here and their mildren come here now. I meet some of 
them that I've not seen for 20 years or more here. There's a chap here to= 
night - I doubt if he's beem here since the War. Yet the first thing he 
said when he saw me was "Hullo Alf". Some say that they don't have the 
times. they used to have. But they can't. They get older and lose that 
enthusiasm. Why in the old days I used to come here with two collars and 
change it in the interval . It would be wet through. No they didn't have 
evening dress - just ordinary clothes. They used to have some wonderful 
fancy dress balls here too -.you could see some wonderful dressese You can 
see a sprinkling of the old type nowadays - there are plenty here tonighte 


On the floor now are about I5 who have been coming here for I5 oft 2O years 


2 nights a week. IT use@ to come here 4 nights a week regularly once - when 


I say regularly I mean for a long stretch off and on. I meet some of the 
old peeple wm:o have givem it up. Some come but can't recapture the same 


enthudiasm they had when they were young. 


Pq . Some of these present dances like the Balais Glide and those 


certainly work in with the old ones. I think they're a good thing myself. 


They help to bring young people into contaet with the old time dancing t00- 4 


The young people can enjoy that sort of thing. 


Some of the old ones come here when they can't really afford ‘i 
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to - but they still do. Years ago if you came to one of Hurndalls learners 
classes you could stay on for a free evening's dancing afterwards. The 
lesson usually took place an hour before the dance began. They don't do 
that sort of thing today, I don't think. I learned at the King's Hall. 
Miss Hurndall - that was H's daughter - said I was getting an extra hour 7 
for nix. That was because I pickec it up so quickly when I went. She said 
I muld already @nce. 

I'm still fairly popular here. That woman below has been coming 
for the last twenty years. No not that one. She's only recent. I've seen 
'em all come. They come in with the new management. 

Dance bands - oh yes I've seen plenty of them too. As soon as they 
strike up we're on the floor. They have these demonstrations here occasion 
ally (The M.C. had announced a demonstration of the Glen Mona). They dont 
have the competitions they usedt to.At one time they had them regularly; 


though I suppose they got tired of the Old Timers winning them all the 


crys 
43 
. 


time. Though I have seen the time when a young couple have beaten them at 
old time dancing 

Did I do this as a hobby in the first place ? A hobby? - it's a 
rewafd of labour. 

This place was kept open right through the War. All the boys 
used to come in at least once when they were home on leave. You'd geta 
sprinkling of soldiers, sailors, amd airmen too. I used to come in. We've. 
danced right through airsraids here. 

Yes they soon pick up a new dance here; they're a very homely 


crowd too. I've heard hundreds saying how they feel at home here. I can 


name people here who are here for the first or second time and are as 
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comfy as the old ones. No One need to feel embarrassed here. 
Well I think that's all I can think of at the moment. There are a 
few people I want to see so I'll get downstairs. If there is anything else 


7 


; ; | 4 
you want to know just ask me. I suppose you'll be in again won't you? 
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Mollie Bourne, 

Obs knocked on Stan's door and entered. 5tan 
was with a lady and gentleman,and told obs he had 4 ready 
told Mollie of MO's interest, and she would see obs if he 
went down. Obs went below, and saw Mollie dancing with one of . 
her clients,while her pabiner watched his progrees and corrected ~~ 
him when necessary. She was slim, brunette,dressed in &@ mauve 
sunmer frock; her partner was fat. with an ungraceful figure, | 
and was dressed in a blue loung jacket and flannel trousers. 
A little later Stan came down and introduced obs to the latter 
(Ted), who said they could see obs at the end of their period, 
but they were expecting two more clients. A fresh client 
goon arrived,and took the place of the other; he was fairly tall, 
dressed in sports jacket, flannels and open-neck shirt. Ted 
began by demonstrating the correct hold. Mollie and her client 
danced to a gramophone,frequently stopping to demonstrate, 
Particularly when to land on the heel and when on the toe. 

Ted walked by their side,calling out, "Heel, heel, toe,etc", 
Then the client would try it alone, and once more with Moliie. 
Stan came down and began to speak about the | 
wedding reception being held here tomorrow by some West End 
People. He took obs into passage outside to show him the 
flowers, saying that these people were in the flower business. | 
The hall would be decorated tomorrow morninge He had been ' 
discussing arrangements for the wine with the two people in 
his office. He wouldn't drink until the end of the show,4s he : 
was tO be Toastmaster and MC. Balloons were hanging in the halp 
these were for the carnival tonight, but he did not think many | 
would be there. li 
Ted twice went outside,the second time BAFEHNG 
KQxXQmaxauxnexpauueadxyk calling out as he returned, "Doesn't 
look as though Curtis is coming". "Isn't he ?" replied 
Mollie. "Can't see him coming". He went out a third time, 
saying to obs as he passed,"Why can 't these people keep | 
appointments ?" Obs followed him out to the pavement. Ted 
looked both ways up the street and said,"He guaranteed this 
half hour -- I guessed it would happen. We could easily 
have filled the time. This chap here wanted to take an hour | 
off for it,but we told him he could only have the half hour", | 
When at last Mollie was finished, she came to 
| Where Obs was sitting and began to put on a black hat and 
} eye veil,saying,"Do you dance". Obs said he wasn't much good, 
i whereupon she told him he ought to do something about it -- 
it was a most necessary accomplishment. In answer to his 
questions, she spoke as follows:-"I've been at it three years. 
Like all zirls, I wanted to dance,only I wanted to learn the 
technique. I like the Tango best -- it's the real dancer's 
dancee I find it very expensive -- there age tuition fees, 
oo we have to keep lessons to keep up to date ourselves. 
_ It dgn't expensive for the ordinary dancer -- it's just those 
a to take it up seriously. Then there's dress © 
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esfcially shoes -- it's often very difficult to procure the 
right ones. I need them more frequently than dresses,and of 
of course a decent evening dress is very expensive. 

I don't think much of the communal dances ag 
a dancer,but from a social point of view I think they're 
very good. They get the non-dancers on the floor. I think 
the music still does the dictating to the dance, because 
dance variations are devised to the principle tunes. No, 
we haven't been g@artners all the time. 

I do think the standard of dancing is improving. 
Any genuine dancer who is interested in dancing gets his 
groundwork in a school. The girls particularly like to know 

a thing properly -- girls are mare serious about good dancing 
than gentlemen. But when you do get a good man dancer, he’s 
very good. I should like to demonstrate eventually, but at 
the moment I am concentrating on teaching. I hope to be a 
member of the Associate", 

Obs then spoke for a short time to Ted. "I hope 
when the season starts to go we can go to other places and 
Organise a class -- it's the best way. People hear of 
Variations, come to a class two or three times,can't get it, 
and sO go to private classes. I think they should g0x to 
both. They can learn the step in the private class,and gain 


Confidence at the schoole They can try it out on other 
People", 


The following is a conversation between Stan, 
Mollie and Ted. The subject is Mr Carlos Rainer, another 
dance teacher who utilises the Pavilion. 


S§ "We had Mr Rainer here the other day", 
M “How's he getting on ?" 
S "You should hear him -- storming and raving at his wife 
when she makes a mistake in a new step", 
M "Oh,I didn't know he was temperamental" 
S "He. makes an awful row. I close two doors,and I can 
still hear him", 
M “He's very nice outside his job", 
S “Well, he's not when he's on it". 
M "You surprise me", 
S "In fact,she walked out the other day". 
Tf “Walked out on ‘im eh 2" 
M "So she could if she were a business partner instead of 
being his wife as weli". 
§ "It would do him good". 
M "It would certainly teach him a few manners. He's 
South American,isn't he ?" 
S "He's a bit of every thing -- Italian, Spanish, French -- 
all mixed 7° 
M "Fancy that 
S "At least nie brother was a conscript in the Italian 
Army in Abyssinia -- not that he's a Fasgist by any 
means". 
ree ee ts he mash Ps. of,  hawancue tage 
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TRADING AND PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 


Fo cost of Bands & Prizes (Includes 
Purchase of refreshments 


Gross Profit C/D 


License 


TO WaGES AND INSURANCE 
GENERAL DISTRICT AND WATE 

ELECTRIC LIGHT 

GAS AND FUEL 

ADVERTISING 

REPAIRS TO PREMISES 
TELEPHONE 

BANK CHARGES 


RATES 


ACCOUNTANCY CHARGES 
PRINTING AND STATIONERY 
INSURANCE 

POSTAGES 

CLEANING AND SUNDRY EXPENSE 
INTEREST@ ON MORTGAGE 
INCOME 8 

DEPRECIATION 

NET PROFIT’ C/D 


TO DIVIDEND OF 28% FREE OF TAX 
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD 


2 


Ist. Nov 1957 


SL st. Vet. 19358 


£ 
Fees) 453 


933 
1,085 


402 
150 


£ 168 
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TRADING & PROFIT £ LOSS ACCOUNT (I.II 38 - I. 10 . 38) CONTD., 
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By receipts from hire of hall and 
sale of refreshments 


Stock 


By Gross Profit B/D 


rae 


interest Received 


By Profit & Loss Account Balance 
aI / 10/ 37 


Net Profit Brought Down 
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LIST OF DANCES 


Waltz 

Veleta 

La Rinka 
Delicia 

Doris Waltz 
imperial Waltz 
Tango Waltz 

Blue Bird Waltz 
Hesitation Waltz 
Kings Waltz 

La Gitana 
Corona Waltz 

St Bernard Waltz 
Waltz Superb 
Glen Monae 
Brampton Waltz 


Schottische 

Latchford Schottische 
Ladbrooke Schottische 
ldeal Schottische 
Bonnie Lassie Schottische 
Gay Gordons Schottische 
Barn Dance 

Empire Barn Dance 
Canadian Barn Dance 
Esperanto Barn Dance 
Bostom Two Step 
Military Two Step 
Dinkie One Step 
Hurndilla 

Marine Four Step 

Palais Glide 

seciety Fox Trot 

Paul Jones 

Grafton. Twinkle 

On Leave. Fox Trot 


saunter 

Yearning Saunter 
London Tango 
society Tango 
La Rosa 

Maxina 

Eulalie 

Tango Hesitation 


Lancers 
Quacrilles 
Waltz Cotillion 


Arlington Bs~ES~Z Cotillion 


PECKHAM PAVILION VY c 


Stastistics / Attendanee 
| /Prices of admission, refreshments, cloakroom etc. 
Times of regular Sessions 
Times of special Sessions 


YINANCE 

Licenses oe. 

- Rates of building. ° 
Taxes 
Salaries 
Orchestra | 
Attendants M.C. | 
Cheaners = 
Original cost of building | 
Refreshments : 
Novelties 
Special enterhainments 
Light 
Heat 
Cleaning materials 
Advertisement 
Tickets 


Uniforms etc. 
BUILDING 


Size 

Floor (sprung ?) 
Lighting 
Heating 

catering 
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The Obs. lad a talk with the M.C. He is 6I and works ina warehouse carting 


O 

goods. He has been M.¢é.for meny years. Was for over 20 years inthe army, ae 
| § 

mostly in India. It was there that he acquired his repertoire of dances. lo 


He showed Obs. the list =- a copy of which Obs had previously obtained from * 
/ 
the manager. The lis%¥ includdéé 47 dances and the M.C. was very proud of 5 


this number and told Obs. he had been in touch with many halls in the midl 


ands and in the south wio “ad been surprised at the number he had. (Obs ea 

g 
has been told by a prominent L'pool teacher that this is by no means a ie: 
record number and that many halls in the north have wide repertoires). i 
In India many of the soldiers coming out from home brought dances from +} 


there home town or local area, peculiar to that region, and M.C. had { 


during the War the Lancers was 


” . 
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aivere ro | lot, One sev velne Coa npletely cnane rede SOMetimes it was for the 


good as one figure had been rather dangerous before and had been replaced 


by a more sober one. 


C. also went on about the friendly atmosphere in the hall and the diff- 


= 


between old time dancing and the degenerate modern forms. 


different partner each dance =- he didn't mind who 


it was. Didn't dance last waltz a most liked to do it with their partner, 


iy, Dancing kept him fit. Ne had shifted IOcwt of stuff since 5 pem. that day 


yet felt as fresh as when he got upe Some nights he felt like staying at 


home but when he got on the floor he felt quite refreshed again, 


‘Said he fad attended the funeral last week of an old man of 93. A fortnight 


ite before Xmas this man had been dancing the Lancers here as good as eny of 
| them and he had never missed them whilst he attended. 
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struck 


just before 8 p.m. 


gave him cop: f the Penscuin. Talked for a few minutes. Stam 
s interested in the article in the YTerald on A.R.P. by MO. 

thet people came fairly punctually here (There were about 
then Obs. arrivec) Stan said that on Tuesday last they ted 
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were 


Dane ing e 


Town Hall, Camberwell. O c50, 5'4", rather shabby, muffler one Cap fi 
When coming down in the lift from engineers dept. having purchased NC 


ney" ~ + RAC ‘ ‘he mm ~~ Oy 4 1 5 7 7 ‘ rally - . 
a map of the boroughe Another man gets in lift two floors down. As We're g Pe 


> ‘ ail ae al ne —s °* . “ _, * ann — * on ~ : a "2 a P ' crv} . ’ ~ ’ 
retting out o1 Litt Man tnrust anelosedc cardin hand "This @y interest you.e ~- 
_ > ~~ 1 J ~“T » 4 : — J ' -_ - - - ’ r* 1? ; . 
I can promise you a good time if you do fo. le 
7 ame Rie P an de os 7 PAP nn, anA hz ° 
Later set him intreasurefs office and he continues. | Re 


2 > min Aa’ : Aammnan G+ Wate _ naa ar ee ae étha dl 
"Ves I've run dances at Cannon St Hotel for the last I/7 years and they ahve sa 
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to be a success for you to get them repeatec there ypu cam take it from m@e | he 
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Of course 0.T.D. is really my forte. (Obs. 'Do you go to the Peckham Pwilion | SU 
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hey can't afford to iose a fiver but if the 


me the job they'll not only pay for the dance but they'll have a bit of 4 


money in therr pockets as well.No they don't do proper:0.7.D. at the P.P. 


Anyone with a bit of gumption could see that. My wife and I could show ‘em, 
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“htrived 8.20. Went up to office end Stan was sitting there in front of the 
3 | 

fire. asked him how the dinner went, 

"Oh fine. I got home at about 2.30" 

S."Oh no I had the wife with me so I had to behave myself," 


vyeral new faces there, 


(D 


Went down to mllroom,. Notéced s 
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9 
yf ors ‘phone dup Stannabout 8.p.m. to see if he could se him later in the 


week abput the questionnaire. Stan said yes and chatted smal talk for 

a minute. The said that they had over I70 people there having a party 
over from Ealing. They came over once or twice a year in a motor coach 
led by a ciap who ran old-time dances himself at Ealing. Obs said he 
would come over and see what he could of the crowd although it was late 


Arrived at IO p.m. supper interval being in progress. Stan said 


he would take Obs and i:troducehim to the ckap. His name is Woods and 
Stan said he runs dances in Ealing. Took Obs along to the Tudor Lounge 
and led him to table. W aged about 60, working clss type, grey hair, { 
Pat greying moustache, c 515" and thick-set. Stan introduced Obs saying he 
would tell him all about himself. Obs said he was working on a book on : 
jazz and would Mr Woods be kin d enough to give himsome details of him 


self and his dances. Mr W's reply reconstructed into following 


"Yes I run dances over at Haling - every Saturday as a matter of fact. 
Yes they are all old-time dances. We occasionally get requests from 
some of the youngones for setew modern dances but not often. We have 
these dances every Sat. at the Tatler Club, “est Eaking. We charge I/3 
for them and they are on from 8-II. They go on tili II.e30 here don't 
they? But then here they are open all the year round and they have to 


make hay while the sun shines and get the people in. We get about 60-70 


people at our dances. 


Have we many places for dancing? Oh yes quite a lot. They have dances 


at the Town Hall - some 50/50 dances you know. Then there's the Park 
Theatre, the Montagu Rooms, St Anne's school, and the Cuckoo Rooms - 
they're the most up-to-date of them. Here of course they eve to get 
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the people to cober the e penses. It is much cheaper down there. You 
can get the best hall - the Towm Hall - for 6 guineas on a Saturday. 
You couldn't get it for that here. 
What do we charge for the party? Well I have brought over 4I people 
tonight and I charge them 2/6 a head. That includes the admission here 
Of course we couldn't do it for that if we didn't have special rates 
for the coach. Now I arrange it so that the peopke are picked up at 
their own doors and are wrought here. Going back I drop everyone at th 
top of hid road so that they only have IOO yards to w at the moss. 
Now there are one or two who arrive at Hayes End too late for the buser 
or anything. Well the coach takes them hom, 
We come ere about 2 or 3 times a year and enjoy it. It makes a nice 
trip out. You see the do the same dances pretty weal as we do, with | 
the exception of one or two which he has made up. I myself come here 
about 6 times a year. I introduced the Glen Mona here a few weeks ago. 
What do I think about the two types of dancing? Well I far prefer the 
Old Time for my own part. You see it is more standard. In Old Time eve 
ryone is doing the same. Wel you don't get that in modern. A whole 
roomful with everyone doing something different. You don't #£t two 
doing the same thing, 
Wat do I think of the Lambeth Walk and Chestnut Tree? They are tripe 
in my opinion. I put them on when I am asked for them. There is a 
certain young element which asks for it, Well I hold out as long as I 
can against it, but sometimes I have to put them on. 
As I say we get about 60 = 70. No not always the same people. It is the 
same at any place. You get one crowd one night and another the rw xt. 
Here they get more but they hve to make hay whihe the sun shir s, 
beingopen all the year roun@. But we are open only for the season - 
from Sept to May. Yes it is quite a long season. 
They like coming here and I bring them because I know that they will 
get the same dances as they are usef to. Now if I took them anywhere 
else they wouldn't.They would get 50/50 dances and they're no use to 
the Old Time da cer. The modern dances don't suit the old-time dancer 
with the exception of one or two youngsters. 


Obs left him and went up to the office and there startec discussing th 
quetsiomnaire with Stan. The idea interested him and he went out and 
got Mb Sheffield, one of the directors who is there every night. He 
too thought it would be a good idea and said that they would-.do the . 
thing properly. 
"You know if we decide to do a thing we make a proper job of it.We 
don't get an idea and say ‘All right, we will do that next Sat’. We 
spend a bit of time thinking about it and we certainly get the result. 
You've seen that for yourself." 
Stan. "Yes. Why on Boat Race night we had light blue and dark blue 
balloons and had a balloon race with two teams up and down the room, We 
have all sorts of ideas here and do a lot of funny things. I'm always 
lad of the oppogtunity to have a carnival. April 29th - Cup Final 
a would be a good time to have the prize distribution on. 
Sheffield. "Yes. Of course we can't hhve a carnival every week because 
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the people simply can't afford it. We have a lot of expenses here and 
we have to make it py." | 


It was decided to go ahead with the idea of the questionnaire and Oe 
said he would let them know more this week. 


Sheffield then got talking about old time dancing. He had suggested 
that one good question would be why they preferred Old-Time to modern. 
"They may come here to fill in the gin * and not necessarily because 
they den+ specially like old-time. I simply don't know. 
I am here on both sessions.I don't do mnek ” eancing here because I have 
a lot of things to do and haven't the time. But I prefer old-time. 
wife and I go out gqdite a lot and whenever we go to a modern dance she 
knows where to find me. After sticking the first one or two dances I 
sO to the bar and there I stick for the gest of the evening. 
W, both do modern ddncing as well as old time but there is really 
nothing in modern dancing. 
These 50/56 dances are no good, for the simple reason that it can't be 
done. The band beats you every time. You try to get a modern band to 
paly old time. They simply can't do it." 


444 Satan "Nor could our band play modern stuff. But we had a modern band 


Pio 


here and do you know I had to stand by the stage and when they were pla. 
ying shout'now softer; loud now'. You know they couldn't play a veleta 
at all’ 

Sheffield. "No. the band beats you every time. Now in Old Time Dancin 
the band is essential for the dancing. If it went wrong everyone would b 
be put out, but in a modern band it doesn't matter if you lose time - 
you can pick it up a few bars later. 

I've got 3 children - the bBby is now 26 and they al learned here and 
they are all pe fect modern dancers. I think that everyone should have 


their grounding in mad-time dancing. My children come here occasionally | 


they were here at Xmas. If they learn old-time first they will be 
better modern dancers. But there is not much in modern dancing". 


Stan went out and returned saying that Winn was asking if 'that Alec 
was going to be up in his office all night?! 


Obs noticed that when the Glen Mona was paayed the old woman of 7I did 
it on the balcony (the bar was open on account of the visiting party) 
with another woman of about 65. 


Obs went down and spoke to Winn. Said she led been to the Astoria and 
had had a good time - but they didn't get any oa for the simple 
reason that there weren't any to be had. 


Joined in Paul Jones and danced with 3 middle-aged (¢c50) women from 


the Ealing party. Also spoke to a young chape 18 from theparty. All 
said they were enjoying t amd liked coming, 


Didn't do any timings - only had two dances before the end. 


SL le A yi i al a ets —_ : 


gs 


' Peckham Pavilion AH. =—§ Cl e2e3D . 


.ve Stan told Obs that they would charge 24 - 3 guineas to hire the room 
iC out to a club, where they knew that the organisers wanted some of the 
25S ; proceeds of the dance to swell their club funds. To a dance promoter | 
| on the other hand they would wharge 4 gttineas. 
A place like Catford Town Hall would prot by cost I0 gtineas. 
; Said that the Irish had been after the hall because they wanted some- 
where to run their dances but he wouldn't let them have it - there 
was generally a fight when they ran a dance. They ran dances over 
Stones in Pee Rye Lane. Said at one dance tha manager had been slashed 
with a razor. 
Cleaner came in and said to Obs that if he was reporting he had better 
put down that she had found on 3 successive Mondays after the Sunday 
modern dances | 
i) A half pound of winkles under the seat 
ii)A half sausage 
iii) Two kipper heads and skeletons. 


Stan said that someone had written an anonymous letter to the council 
saying that the place was badly ventilated, overcrowded, overheated, 
M3 and therefore the cause of much of the ill-health in Pevkhan. 
So they had sent along the medical officer. He had come last Satu 
| and in addition to the 2 thermometers that Stan had = one gn the bal 
| room and one in the Tudér lounge - he had hung up 4 of his own in 
2) different parts of te hall and taken readings every 20 mins from 8 p.m. 
till II.30 p.m. 
Thermometers (3) in the dance hall recorded that during the evening 
the temperature remained at 60 degrees except during the interval 
when it fell to 58 degrees. : 


The Tudor lounge was at 54 degrees and rose to 56 degrees during the 
| interval. 


The stoves had been lit as usual at 5 pem. and there were I40 people 

present. , 

The actual maximum capacity of the hall - using lounge and balcony as 
well - was, according to the L.C.C. regulations 385. 


- el " —_ 


Stan related how th: previous manager Bd let things slide. He had not 

P43 ‘turned in till II in the morni and had gone in the early afternoon. — 
He had not lit the stoves till 7.30 and the room was not warm when the | 
people arrived. This was a great mistake. One had to give them comforte | 
Stam had hed to start with a deficit of £99. He ha pulled this up in 

the first year and shown a profit. In t e next year they had paid their 

shareholders (about 30 in number. It id a private co.) 5% free of taxe 

Last year they had paid 24% tax free. Numerically thye had been increas — 
ing attendances all the time, but increased costs - rates, taxes,2as, 

electricity, stationery, ete had pulled down their takings almost in 

proportion. 

They had £I shares and wouldn't let anyone have less than 10. 
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Stan says that another thing Obs might like to know about the business 

is that they have to get a license from the Berformong Rights Sow. 
before they can gut on any show here. Says that they pay IO guineas 
bicense fee a year to the PFS for the 3 nights they are open. Says that 
he thinks that Rye Lane Club will catch it in the neck one day for he 
does not think they are licensed anc they are open avery night and Sun. 
afternoons as well. 


e IV q 
Peckham Pavilion. AH Pia 1804-39 
Stan tells Sheffield and Obs about some #h 'yobs' who come to the Sun ~ 
day club and have been causing trouble. Says that for some weeks they 
have been a nuisance. First they had to remove the ash trays because of 
them, then it was the fire buckets (“hey used to bring one in to the 
middle of the ballroom floor aid sit round it like a brazier. Well he 
has never been able to catch them. Several times one of the women staff 
has come along and said "It's that lot in the corner again" bit when he 
has go down they have been sitting there as food as gold. Wea@l on Sun 
just when the King was being played he saw two of them with a chair eac 
raised above their heads banging them against each other for a 1 they 
were wobth. "King or no King" Stan dashed downstairs and across the flo 
or to them. Gave them th telling off of their lives and said that they 
needn't try to get admisian here again. Says he may have Lost some peop 
that way, but he is not going to lave that sort o thing going on in hi 
hall. Says he partly blames Lenny for it. Lenny says that he must be in 
with everyone, and of course these people patronise his club, but he 
thinks that he could be more firm with them. Bays that this gang have 
been a nuisance for some time and that the women in the lounge have sai 
that some of the girls have been heard saying that they wont come here 
again because every time they pass that crowd in the corner - and they 
have to dance round the room of cour e - they get touched by one or 
other of them. 
Sheffield says that they have some of that type in his works and they 
know that they will only get a warning the first time tuey are vv ought 
~- fore the police so they don't give "a tinker's cuss". Says that if 
they ever let such chaps into the old time they would soon lose half 
their people. (Recall remark of chap of 35 when the girl fell over in a 
previous report). 


—_— 
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Conversation with Poole, who supplies the bar. 
Aged about 55. White hair, glasses, rather centle manner and quiet voice. 
Says that he has been supplying the bar here for the last 5 years and 
does every dance ‘ere. He runs a pub - says that it would be impracticable 
to try to run a bar withput a pub as well. "i 
Last week he was running the bars at Manor Place for the ARP dance. says | 
they had I500 dancers there and that he only had one g..ass broken - and t! 
that at the very ah of the event: g@ when it got knocked off the 
counter. 

Asked how much he was pa ed for this he said that it was the other way 
about. He paid for the right to seBl drinks. Said that in practice he { 
did not actually pay as that would be illegal. The usual method was for : 

the c ap running the bar to make "a contribution to funds". I this way. | 
they got round it. But they were never bothered by the police. . 
Says that he eee the stuff along in his car, making several journeys. j 
Treated obs to a drink, paying across the couiter for it. a 
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Observor arrived at°8.30 p.m. Thw dance had begun at 8.7% O p.m. and 
| 030 was an auspicious occasion for the Old Time Dancers' Asseciation since ' §3 
; the Mayer of Camberwell and the Mayoress were te be present. When thu | 


Observor arrived there were already about 150 people present and dancing tx 
was in full swing. The Observor first depesited his ceat in the ecleakroon, 

a triangular room reached by a door from the foyer ( a small area with 

a cash desk in the wall - abeutiI5 ft. x 6 ft.). The cleakreom accon- 
edatien was in the corner segment of the room eut off by the side wall 
eppesite the door and was in the charge of a man of abeut 65. The fee 
was 24a. ats 


Observor having left his coat went up te the managers office to return 


the graph of attendances which ‘the had borrowed. Thence on to the baleony | 
everlooking the ballroom. First impression was the mumber of people ‘a 

dancing - omly abeut 20 were not dancing (including these in the balcony) 

and the wide discrepancies between the ages ef the dancers. All. ages from 


Ms a girl of 14 (dressed in a gilde* freck and displaying a pair eof thin ' 
legs clad in what the Observer imagined te be lisle hese. She looked 
a nerveus type) to a man of abiné 70 dressed in evening clothes (dinner 
jac@ket) and dancing the maxina with a vigeur equal to some of the ether | 
aere youthful members of the gathering. One was impressed teo with the 
vefy noticeable"atmosphere" in the hall. Mueh laughter and chatter was 
te be heard abeve the noise of the orchestra and the dancers' feet. The 
dauce finished and the dancers quickly meved eff the floor whieh was 


@leared in abeut 5 sees. Little clapping was heard. 


~ s ™ 
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is The M.C. was dressed in tails and were white gleves. About 60 years of 


age and some 5ft 5 im height he gave an eld world. atmosphere te the nell? 
with his narrew treusers, which made his evening shoes appear unusually 4 
prominent, and his rather bustling manner. Observer ceunted 7 men in 


dinner suits and ene in taila, im additiesw te tee Ui.C, and te manager. | 
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These were prebably all cennected with the O.T.D.A. board ef director, 


but the Observer did net get an opportunity te verify this from the manag 
El) er. About 80 % ef the women were in evening frocks and the rest in after ; 
om meon frocks. 6 men and 4 women were wearing paper caps, prebably from 
: some previous eecasion. The manager had shown the Observer some ef the : 
caps he issued on certain eceasions and they were of good qualitv. Whilst 
Observer did net recognise any ef the designs being wern he could see 
| that these were of similar quality. 


‘yoolne orchestra consisted ef a pianist, vielinist, flautist(deubled en the 
| eelle) and a trumpeter. Observer later teld that thev were ex—- Guardsmen. 
' They had an interval ef abeut 2 minutes between each dance, which was 
y 4 leudly announced by the M.C. 
Fe). Te anneuncement ef an"excuse me" waltz was greeted with much a levé ehater 
y) and laughter. Abeut 7 seconds elapsed from the commencement of the tune 
ie befere the first ceuple get up. Almest immediately I0 other couples 


arese and the rest ef the erewd fellewed suit. There were about 166 eon 


| on the fleor and the crowd had by now risen te about 200 (it was abeut 


. 8.45) the rest sitting out in greups dewnstairs er else in the balcony. 
Yr : Here there were abeut 15 people and seme had got drinks. Observer counted 
5% beers and 3 sherries on the tables. 
Altheugh announced as "A ladies' md Gents' Exeuse Me" only the ladies 
seemed te be availing themselves eof the privilege. Througheut the dance 
aveut 4 et 5 wewe always in the centre of the floor. Observor noted the 
elaberate dignity with which some of the elder dancers bowed te their pf 
-\ partners when they were excused, As the concluding bars of the tune were 
played most ef the dancers wndulge d@d in a rapi’ spin. The end of the 
et dance was greeted with leud clapping from most of the dancers for abeut 
=) IO seconds. | 
| The next dance was a Maxina and the first couple was en the floor in 4 
seconds, to be qmickly fellewed by the rest, (the first 20 im I5 sees). 


Observer introduced te reporter ef the Seuth Lenden Press, whe was there 4 
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doing a story on the visit ef the Mayer. Says he has often wanted te 
meet one ef us. Tells Observor that the Lambeth “21k section of "Bri- 
tain has caused "a bit of a stink" in the Lambeth distriet, and that 
aman called Simpsen whe was mentioned in the S.L.P's review ef the 
| € beok intends to write te M.O. demanding confirmation ef their account 
ef the parties in L.W. Reperter asks what lecal jebs the Observer has 
been on. Did he de any of the Lambeth Walk stuff? 
Mayer arrives 8.57 and shown inte managers office. Whislt Observer 
leaning ever the balceny loeking at the dancers the eld gentleman he 
had watened dancing before (see abeve) remarks "That's the Maxina.If 
a modern daneer came here they couldn't do it. Thev couldn't de the 
first waltz". He then metiens someene on the ballroom fleer and peints 
te the managers office. He goes in and later the persen he had motionep 
comes up too and foblews him inte the office. 
In the intervals between dances there is a constant hum of conversatidy 
interspersed with laughter. Seme shout acress to friends a few seats 
| avWAY . 
}4 Observor stayed en the balcony to watch the dancing. A Palais Glide is 
announced and people formed themselves into groups varying from a cou 
ple aged abeut 20 each, and a line of eight(5 wemen) ef ages varying 
frem about 25 te 60. A man ef about 45 is walking in the centre ef the 
fleer looking fer a greup to join. He is motioned by a girl ef 25 and 
jeins the group she is in bringing the number in the group up te 7. 


knew name) and at end there were shouts of encore. Fer this the erch- 
Cy estra chese the Chestnut Tree. This is net meant te be presented as 

| the dance as well, but altheugh the dancers still continme toe de the 
24 Palais Glide they hum the tune. Some sing parts ef it (Many knew the 

eS lines "I said I love you.....") whilst all heartily sheut "Chestnuts" ( 
at the apprepriate part. Seme de the hand motions - the Observer nota 
ing 5 middle aged men doing this. Even louder cries for encore at end 
ef this and the erchestra repeat tune. Again the people sing and hum 
and the same wags de the motions. At the end only abeut 5 people clap 
but there is much laughter and chatter. 


) The tune played was an eld ene (Observer recognised tune but did net 
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Observer now had) opportunity to nete seme ef the features ef the mall, 
lhe floor artis approximately Z£1649%/ LT APTLY (This information given 
E\g by managers father on a previeus visit). The flaor is formed of planks 
reund the edge with a parquet centre piece. The band stand is at the 
Fos eppesite end ef the room to the entrance and balcony. In front of it 
is an ornamental panelling with 4 pillers the outer ones about 4'6" 
the imner 2' each surmounted with an artificial flame in the form of 
a shaped electric lamp bulb. The sides of the room are formed into 
recesses in the form of arches. There are six on each side. On one 
side each alternate recess is eccupied with an exmt (One pair of doors 
te each). On each of the areh "pillars" is a mirror about 4' x 2', 
Seme of these bear posters advertising the Annual Dinner Dance of the 
O.T.D.A. The ceiling is very ornately decorated with plaster castings 
in floral patterns. At the far end of the room on either side of the 
band stand is a door leading imate the Tudor L,~unge. This ia a large 
reom (c 36' x 50').In the left hand cerner farthest away from the 
door is a ceunter and 2 wemen are in attendance serving refreshmants. 
On the eppesite ef the reom agaist the walls are plush covered seats 
and at the far end ef the room is a wide pseudo Tuder Fireplace with 
a gas fire in the hearth. 
Te return te the hall and the dance. Pelka and Saunter announced and 
and the first couple on floor in 3 secands. 
Noticed ene man wearing a very ebvious wig. 
Despite the emphasis the manager had placed on the etiquette of the 
hall as cempared with that observed in modern ballrooms the Observor 
noted that the M.C. did not introduce any people or attempt to attend 
te the peeple sitting out. Almost every dance he was ene of the first 
on the floor and apart frem announcing the dances and officiating in 
gueh dances as the Palais Glide, Lambeth Walk and Paul Jones he seemed 
to make no effort to bring the people tegether. Admittedly the dankee 
was notewerthy in the Observer's opinien, fer the very friendly ana 
lively atmosphere that prevailed. Everyene seemed to be there with 
the ebjeet ef enjeying themselves. More will be said abeut this at thy 


end ef this report. 


Befere the supper interval the Mayer and liayeress were presented te ‘ a 
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the people and the Mayor made a shert speech, making humorous play | 
upen the fact that he had been requested to join in a group ef Lancers 
which he last dene I7 years ago. Observor accompanied the S.L.P. rep 
orter when he went to interview Mayor. Dayor saii few words to effect 
that he had enjoyed himself here and thought that Old Time Vancing 
Was very pleasant. Asked by Observor whether he theught that it was 
more sociable than modern ballroom dancing he said he though t it was: 
There was, he said, a marked difference in the manners teday to be 
observed in the ballroom as compared with these in such places as the 
Peckham Pavilion. | 

Reperter then asked manager if he ceuld be intraduced te an old member 
ef the Assogiation. Manager :- "There's a little chap ever there. Beery 
here donkey's vears.Albert.... don't know his surname - he's just 
Albert to mre." 

This man brought over and follewed £76 by another of about the same 
age. Albert Goodwin is73 and comes from Ealing. Asked by Obs. how long 
he had been ceming to this hall he answered 40 years or more (the 

hall was opened in 1900). He was en the board of digecters and was 
present at every session, 

The other old-timer was a ir Annetts of Penge and he was nearly 7/0. 

He was more talkative than Albert and from him the Observer got the 
feollewing conversation. 

"How eften do I dance? 5 nights a week. We're very seciable here. We 
are net starchy or clikzky(his prenunciation) like the modern dancer. 
That's what is killing mederm adancing. You go te a medern dance and 
where de find the young men?....reund the deor,. You take a lady and 
dance with her all evenjng." Goodwin eB selfish, that's what it 
is". Annetts " Yes that's right‘I! ve been dancing 40 years and I 
weuldn't ge outside the door te a modern dance. Look at the band. We 
den't have these peashooters, big drums and whatnet. What de we want 
with a drum? We don't need it. But you ask them te play an old time 
waltz. They couldn't do it. Medern dancing is deteriorating. I've had 
them come te me an ask me to teach them old-time dahcing because #4 


they're fed up with the modern.You go te a modern hall and see them 
deing the same few dances. I've been te them. A party ef us went te 
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7 the Hammersmith Palais. We created quite a stir. They all came en the 
floor and foellewed us in the Maxina. That was 2 or 3 years ago. And 
if yeu g»> te a modern dance where's the .6.? Dewn at the bar. The 
band starts the dance. Hlere the M.C. starts it.And at the end of the 
dance the lady has te walk eff the floor by hersekf.Now here we see 4 
eur partners to their respective places, The dancers of today have a 
let to learn. I have M.C'd at 50/50 dances but I wouldn't do a modern 
dance myself. I'm always writing to the papers about modern dancing. 
Yeu look reund Peckham tenight at the veouhg ladies coing heme by them 
selves. Where are the young men?....at the ceffee stalls. They don't 
treat their partners. Just look at their partners faces....boread stiff 
The men only go to pick up girls. New here they. come from all directi 
ons. We make a point of encouraging strangers. Thevre at home here, 
But you go to a modern dance. There's ne sociability, ne etiquette. 
At the medern dances they pinch all our dances. They had the Bosten 
2-Step and the Military 2-Step and murdered them. Here we have a good 
pregramme of 36 dances (This was certainly not the case en this occas 
ien at any rate) and we have over 80 dances. But the moderns have 
abeut 6 - it's quickstep, foxtrot, quickstep, fextrot all evening." 
Asked by Observer what he thought about mod:rn dances like the Lambeth 
Walk and the Chestnut Tree_he was equally definite in his views ..... 
"Oh they don't last long. They can't ". 

Asked whether he had always attended this hall he said that he was a 

| countrymen and came from Wilts. As to the length of time he had been 
2 dancing he said "Oh yes we used te do the Old-Time dances in the 44 
country. During the Wzr we used te erganise dances for the soldiers, . 
| We'd go into the street and tap one on the shoulder ‘Would you like 

| a good time chum?'.'Yes' he'd say and off we'd take him," 

Asked what he thought about the experiment of the “aver ef Creydoen 

in organising an anti-snob ball he theught it a good 1dC Remy en he 


returned te his faveurite theme :- 
| "The dancers of today are net in the same street. We have to waltz. 
They den't. About 5 or 4 years ago my landlerd says te me"I'_e heard 
there's a dance on near the Crystal “alsce" I took first prize fer 
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the waltz, out of a reomful of young people. We had the Blue Danube 7 
for the tune," 

Here Geedwin interjected "Do veu know modern danvers are all flate- 
feoted?" 
Annetts “Yes, look at my shees. I've had those heels for three years? 
And though Ihave to M.C. 50/50 dances I wouldn'T go on the floor. 
People are too lazy nowadays to learn the proper way of waltzing. l 
wrete a stiff letter te the Penge and Peckham Advertiser. I @aid that 
modern dancers couldn't keep in *alisburv *lain. Go to a modern dance 
and see how vou get kicked. that doesn't happen here. ~e put en the 
Lembeth “alk and Chestnut tree by request at Xmas but only because 
they were requested. +hey won't last.I'm a member of the L.S.C. I'm 
superamnuated now of course. Dancing is mv hobbm. 

(Reperterasked if he breught his family with him he said) 

"No unfortunately I'm a widower you see. When I lest mv wife I wouldn't 


go to clubs. I'm not a club man. I don'tidrink or smoke yeu see. Se 
I teok up this you see. But bands nowadays. Shaking their peas and 


banging their drums. They're a let of yobs." 
Observer and Reporter tried te interview a Mrs. Trimming, whe had been 
attending the dances at the Bavilion fer many years but she wouldn't 
tell them anything. 
A man aged abeut 50 sitting next to her overheard our questhen about 
the Lambeth Walk and Chestnut Tree and said "It's a sequence. If it's 
AX a sequence it's all right my friend.In modern dancing vou get your 
feet tred on. I've tried it? 
A little girl aged Io was in the room and Bbserver asked her if she 
was geing te dance. She said she had come with her parents but didn't 
like dancing herself. A man aged ahout came and tried te persuade her 
te d@anve but she said she didnSt like it and refused. 

mag ROT TEE enquired how many were preseny from the woman en the door 
and she told him 220, 
A shottische was danced by about 80 couples with mus shouting and tht 
spectaters all laughed or smiled and sometimes joined in the shouts 
COO. 


All spot prizes were presented by the Mayoress. 


Lg 


OE A LLL LLL LA - 


have the bar open.That's what Tim likes. Of course we go out in the . 
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interval. 
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Press chap teld me that the Penguin People had teld him that some of 


the material fer "Britain had had te be omitted as too vulgar for 
presentatien to the public. 

Balloons were released from the baleony and a wild scramble followed 
many being burst in the precess. A man of abeut 50 chased a woman of 
abeut 45 inte the exit passage in an effort to cateh the balleon she 
was carrying an some others followed them. Much laughter at this. 

As a further novelty they had an elimination waltz. As the music stops 
the M.C. draws an imaginary line acress the room and spins a coin. 

The lesing side goes off the floor. One of the unlucky ones came up 

te the balcony and observed te her friend "Silly that. Don't give you 
a fair chance. It's ridiculous. See all that let's off the floor now’ 
A man a little later observed to a friend "That's a good idea, that 
is." Twe couples were finally left on the floor and both received 
prizes, 

This was fellewed by the Lambeth Walk The first couple couple was on 
the fleer within 35 secends and soon there were [00 couples on the 
floor. The younger ones were those whe put the most swagger into the 
walk and some of them indulged in jazz steps. Mest of the dancers kne,/ 
the words and sang lustily, all joining in a veciferous "0i". 

The end was follewed by loud applause for 5 seconds and the orchestra 
immediately encored the tune. Applause for [Osecs. accompanied the 
cenclusion of this secend rendering and twe women shouted loudly fer 
YY ARBSY/ “' core". 

Heard a man behind me say te a lady friend (Man 50, ladv 45)"There ar@ 
enly 2 types of wemen who can danee well - the very fat and the very 
small". Another man replies with a tale of a woman who reduced from 

22 stene but OVS. couldn't catch details. | 


Zeke Man Abéo¥é observed to PAE woman 


"I never @) to dances. First time l've been in my life. My two young 
brethers are keen on it and they brought me here," 
The woman replied "We come regularly. Of eeurse they don't always 


! 
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Man “I've never had a dancing lesson in my life. The only time I dane 
is when I'm tight." 

The Paul Jones was different from the modern version. The men formed 

a ring in the centre and the women outside. The orchestra then played 

a few bars of a polka and when they stopped the men took the partner 
epposite them. The orchestra would play a waltz or military two-step 

or veleta or polka in between each bout of marching round. The Observer 
found it amusing to watch the dignity with which spme of the old r 

men bowed and took the hand of their partner. 


General Observations 


The friendly atmosphere ef the gathering was most marked and one gues \ 
remarked te the manager as she was leaving "Well if anyone doesn'T 
enjoy themselves here its their ewn fault. It's such a friendly atmos 
phere here. That's why 1 ceme,. Everyone is out te enjoy himself", 


One certainly got the impression that the majority came for the pur- 
pose of dancing. With some of the older members it is d finitely a 
cult and they jealously defend the virtues of their dancing against 
the modern (and in their epinion degenerate)dances. The complacence 
with which they assert their superiority is rather amusing. 


One gathered the impression that most of the peeple were in parties, 
Very few cressed the room to ask for dances yet there were very few 
Sitting eut. This wili make an interesting point of study and will 


alsp become apparent in the questionnaire. 


T —_—_ 
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C 
Dancing begins at 8 pem. on Tuesdays, price I/-. 
t 
Obs. arrive s at 8.30 and is greeted by Stan (the manager) at the door. 
ns ; A 
Goes and deposits co&d. in office and then goes out on to balcony to look ® | 
Tt] 
at dancesps. The balcony is not lit, since on ordinary sessions the bar is 
not open and in any case the crowd is not large enough to really justify 
T 
ite A Barn Dance commences soon after the Obs. goes on balcony and about 
- V 
1S ®uples get up for ite"rom the balcony Obs. can see 8 men and 8 women 
ae :' ' i 6B 
sitting out. Of those dancing 7 have evening frocks, 3 silk blouses or 
)€? 
i, . . | QO 
coatees, and one a pink jumper and brown skirt. The rest have afternoon 
. ; b 
frocks. 2 couples of women are dancing together, Below him the Obs. could 
_ . . 7 O 
see 2 men talking together and another leaning against the balcony 
pillar smoking a pipe and talkinse toZ a woman. 9 
At the end of the dance (i.e. a2 the conclusion of the last bar) everyone S 
stampec there feet for a bar. There was some laughter and much chater, but 1 
little clapping, only about 6 people clapping. The floor wascleared in 
IO secSe Asm 
Obs went downstairs and found 92 men and IO women standing under the balcony - 


in acdition to thase already observed. a 


The next dance was a waltz and the first couple was on the floor in I0 sec | 


‘ } 
and about 25 couples eventually got up for it. | . 
At end of this Mr.Annetts, the 73 year-old enthusiast, came over to Obs. | 5 
"Good evenins chum " | ‘a 
Cas | 
ODse "Good evening" — 
hed 

"T see you've got my name down amongst the stars" (He thought Obs was on 
e Y _ Ir’ 

South London Press). ‘Well what do you think of it here. Do you canna 


c V 4 
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ObS. mVel Yes but t8m afraid I haven! +t done 014 +i ne dancing for pa long 
time. I'mé more use’ to modern stuff." 


Ae "You keep away from that mck. It's not dancing chum ." 


He goes off. 


They next do a Tango Waltz. This is slightly different from the moders 

version the Obs. has danced frequently up north, the principal difference 

being that the dip was far less pronounced here, being but a slight bend 

| of the knee. Tn addition they dippe@ béth backward and forward. This 
brought about 35 couples on the floor but at the end onl 2 clapped, a man 


and a woman. 


: . . i ‘ iasies _ =e x * , \ . bits ge oe I as ” fs 
Obse joined in the next waltz, asking the girl (¢c20) inthe pink jumper. 


1e admitted that she came regularly. “hen Obs. said that he had been a 


little surprised at the mixture of ages represented there she asked "What 


made you say that ?" OBs. explains that he had expected the crowd to be 
ASmainly middle aged. It appeared in conversation that the little girl there 
Y on Saturday last was her sister. Partner said she was attracted to the 
| place because everyone was so sociable. "They're not cliquy" was how she 
expressed it. 
This dance was an"excuse me" and the Obs was requested by a girl of about 


22, about 5'7", dressed in a black voile afternoon frock. She too, it 


appeared, came regularly. Did she go to modern dahces too? Yes she did. 
She liked both types, being very fond of dancing. hat were the facilities 
round here for modern dancing. Well she came from Dulwich herself and did =| 


4 her modern dancing there. There were 4 places she went to there. No, she 


L7el~ed 


9 


| | - 3.78 + 7 - ~~ ~~ wy Cc r a a _ ~~ ~ 

found no difficulty in changin from the modern stvle to the old when nece 
He em Eee “7 a ae “tee v.) + ‘L- . s i ep pe 

ssarye She too like the people for their sociability there. 

ry) « , Pa ~} f ; "7 — . Tv ‘ ~AlY > *f ly ral. " - . ‘Th Z 7 / — : e . mw 4 ~ ‘ 

hn fie he: 7 4 1c S VY CA. CA oA CALAN PrOKE Snot Loe SCNEe y, 5 ie Obs * CAL ski ne = Nan of about 


~~ - Pw on .. ‘ot tan. a 7 . 4. ~ rrr} rn 7 4 .. 

O 9 was standing under the balcony what dance it was. The man told him 
7 Ms ape, eee See 7 - 3 tn + oq) 1, tT. 

but couldn't say whether the dance had originated in the Ladbroke Hall or 


TT “Tes -_ “" c were ~~ ~w * ~~ rc : & « , + \+ J 4 °-+ A Q + |} ? 
note He himself was a regular visitor here. About 40 couples danced this 
‘ ~ ; "ln — om “7 o> — 
and & the end only 2 clappede 
/\ Taait + + sae , +r “Tt -~1 MTamroane & mann a. lan » -— t + -~ ih - 0 <> cr 
4 tS WO ote i1LLO LL WOOL UG OL LOW € ») \ ey OI1e VAP )- Le Le 7 LOO a 418 ela OL eac\\ 


Vth emer oe 
MeL ana 


ae Pages 
on sie ‘es ~ , 
a VOMari, 


stoutness, round 


wore no waistcoat 


holding 


shirt and 


bow tie. He 


banter, the 


a 


woman whethe 


Lio 


The announcement 


great deal of bustling about, much laughter and 


their places in the various sets. The 


ej 


couples were on the floor for this and again only 


abotu I56 were present. about 5 mins. 


iz ‘7 ann 7 ai, . We ~ ¢ ~ ” c) Y + ©. 
jaltz and the Observor hed a group (2 men & 


a “ 
~~“ c 


ee -" _ ‘ : . 
-—— -—< : _ ; ; 
CA —_ wy) 


ie re ee ee - %, 4 ~ mer ures me o an 4 
and joking near him. One man was 5' inelined to 
LP on, 2 ii tte sae ag P ~ 4 TT, . Tti.7. . ~~ ° . 
faced and clean shaven. He was dressed in a blue suit, 


a. 2 v4 ~ an + f “y") on“ + ~~“; , ’ -_ 1. - ‘ % a 4 
, had his coat open displaying a broad expanse of w ite 


his braces in his thumbs. He wore a ble and white spotted 


there chewing gum and this furnished material for some 


man, aged about 50, some 5'7*", and very broad, asking the 


would like George to give her some spaermint. 


of the Lancers causec a rush for the floor. There was a 


joking as the people took 


Mi 


| ae eam 


) 


walked about fixing up odd people, 


K 
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in groups, calling out "Partner wanted; any partners wantec? etc " ag the 


case might be. 


Obs went on balcony to watch the sets and it was quite an impressive sight 
to see the people forming into the long lines first right down the room 
and then across ite 4 different sets were used, Lancers, Waltz Cotillon, 
Half Cotillon, and Great Chain. This last which has more spinning in it 
than the others cuased the most laughter and the people weaving in and out 
in the chain ahd then pairing off and spinning rapidly formed -an animated 
scene from the balcoy. 

At the end of the last set there was no clapping but much laughter and 
gasping from the "puffed" dancers. One girl of dou 20 in a green evening 
frock stopped Annetts to talk to him and patted him en the cheek and 
squeezed hid arm. They talked for about a minute and then went their sever 


al waySe 


Hat Obse had talk with Stan. 


Se How did you enjoy Sat ? 

O. Went dowm very well I thpught. You got a good press too in the South 29 
London @idn't you. 

S Well that's all I did it for really.(The little man with the chewing 
gum comes up) Well George how are you getting on ? Why didn't you come on 
Saturday? We had a fine crowd here. 
Ge Plenty drunk I bet. 


S. No not one.(This was so according to Obs. observations) 
Ge I'd have been. 


ae on 


SeNo you wouldn't. And how about the dinner George? Are you mming? 

Ge Yes I'll come (Gives 5S” I0/-) I don't know who I811 bring though. 

Se Well IS11 slip you the ticket after supper. I'll give it you quietly as 
you @n't know who you are bringing. 

Ge (Laughing and looking at O bs) That's what I call a manager. 


S That's dipjlomaby. 


During the interval most of the lights put out , only the three centre one 
and the gas lamps over the exite being left lite Many went into the Tudor 
Lounge and many more went out to local bars. A group remained round each 

gas fire in the ballroom. 4 of the 6 were and and 2 were pairs of men and 
women and at the other 2 groups of 3 = 2 women and a man at each. Annetts 


remained with the girl in the pink jumper a@ one of the firese 


If 
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The Obse was then taken by the manager to see another old patron of the 
hall, who had been coming for many years. He was an old sergeant-major: ay 
and his sight was now failing him somewhat. He gave the Obs. a brief 


interview :- 


"TJ did my first dance at North Woolwich Gardens in I886 when I was 16. 
That was when Mr. Hollingshec ran open air dances, om a platform, before 
it became public property. I've danced ever since - military dances and 
all sorts. I've lived practically all my life at Woolwich and did most of 
my dancing there. I didn't come hefe till about I9i8and I've been here 


ry a a _~ "i i? . 7 ~~ Y ““\ " P 
repukb rly ever since. I've not noticed many changes. 


—_— 


think the only 
real change is that the set @nees have lost their favour. They only 


retain the Lancers now. We used to do the Caledonians, the Quadrilles, 


the Imperials, the Victoria, and the d= Alberts. The last was a medley. 


¥) al a TT on ry YYTTTAT AQT ' 
fell that's all I can tell you = and anyway we're 


oe 


his wife. 


p, \ _ 
; 
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# Pete. fas. AM. ™ 
’ Observor bedantrac oe on tinting people rising for dances and the. applatiat 


' \ ‘ 


givea those dances. The programme for the evening and the time for the 


first couple, to get ‘on the floor and the number who danced each dance is 
given in the\eccompanying list. 

No accurate ®unt was made but one sample count during the second dance of 
the evening confirmed the impression that more wemen were in evening frocks 
than on the previous visit of the Observor. During this s cond dance (The 
Empire Barn Dance) I4 were in evening frocks and I7 in after-noon frocks. 
About 70 were present when the first waltz struck up and by 845 some Ic0O 
were in the room. Final number was about I60 - I70.(Figures for attendance 


can be got from Stan. for any session. 
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4 
} Programme for evening. (M.C. Mr. Potton hal told Observor on his previous 
| visit that he never arranged the programme beforehand but chose it accord- 
; to the size and character of the crowd present). 
° 
DANCE. FIRST COUPLE UP. TOTAL UP. APPLAUSE. 
( seconds ) (iTumber) " 
7 20 : Couples } 
1. Waltz. None 
2. “mpire Barn Dance 30 Secs 86 Couples " 
oe Doris Waltz. 1 45 ” 
4. Boston Two Step. be Tiel 25 + 3 clapped 
5e VYaltz Imperial. | a oO " None 
6. WaltzZe Aa Bling 60 " IO clapped first 
) dance. About samé 
number .for IOsec 
at end. 
7e Society Foxtrot. cot eh ea ® None 
} 8. Palais Glide. 5 secs. I00 people About 20 for 3 s. 
9. Grosvenor Wal.tz. B49 60 couples 2 clapped 2 2 §&. 
10,Saunter. } ERE oO " ye 7 o secs 


lleLancers. Rush for floor r 
when announced. 14 sets | 
set) I 


12.Interval Waltz. 5." 40 couples None 


I3 Waltz. IO secs. 35 couples None : 
® | | | | 
. I4.Maxina. ae G0. * About 2 clapped 73) 

T5.Florentine Waltz. ~ 5 9 A Hone 4 


I6.Waltz. ; 5.8. y+ Bea About 5 clapped 


| I7.The Glen Mona | 5 "(M.C.) 
ms About IO secs 
for Tiret other. Is." None 
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rr an ~ TT ox = = re :4% - 
18. King's Waltz. 5 secs 7O couples None 
Tv 
No! 
7 <u) T + | on ; ov -t- + _ one ae ta ? , . la 
T9. Bonnie Lassi hottische FF ein, 70 About 6 
™) 


clap Cd < bes 
women called 

"s COre” s | Mir 
. + OTE None the 
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| Obs had one or two conversations with different people in the hall and some 


of their remarks are recorddda below. 
C4s 


Woman c 50. Had been talking with Mr Holton Snr. and mentioned that she had 


been to a dance at the new Co-op Hal in Greenwich. (She came from Blackheath) 

Me Holton pulled her leg about t is asking her what she meant by deserting 

the old-time dances for the modern. Bhe said she had had a fairly good time. 

| He went away and when he had gone she turned round to the Obs who had joined 
in the. conversation and said "You never have to admit that you have been to 


= ~ a a? 54 + 1 oor "} oy : ” o, fa , 
&@ mod rn dance here you knowf But I think that you can have just as food 


time at them. It all depends whether you can do the steps - I'm afraid 


™ 
4 
t 


-f 
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= 
ct 
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‘*T — - Pies 4 os Tc er | | b on —_ ~ “4 e~ ter be "yy 
vell." Observor had a waltz with her and she said how mec 


~~ 


Obs turned to aman near him and asked him if he came here often. 

Men c 25. "Well I used to until recently when thy ha these carnival nights. 
with the mr open and then TI stopped for a few weeks. I will drink my glass 
of beer with the next’ man but you can't mix beer and dancing." 

Obs. "Does it bring in a lot of outsiders them?" Man "Yes. The place isn't 
/the same then. Keep the two apart that's wha TI think". 


r 


On the same theme the woman mentioned above had been talking with Mr Habout . 


tT 


the attendance on New Vear's Eve (About 270) 'Of course it was the bar that 


ee ee 


broucht that mny wasn't &?" she said "It's a fact isn't its) mr a agre os. 


et 
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Obs GOL Vaiking with a young feitow of IS. He was working for a Tote Co. 


eat . bi ‘taining ot He nad 
going round the country instaising and waltiLuining vole BCnhines. Ne 
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old-time 
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achines so 
KaelO Pp Del wes 3k, 
involved in travelling from one town to another. 
liiles from Cari 
how when in Gran in Greenw: Yee « : tried to. inter 
in her. First banged h nee against his and apoligised. Then 


her cigarette ash on his trousers and again apoligised, and finally 


~ 


hand on his knee and her head on hés should He got up and wakked 


at this, thinking that he had had enough of ite 


r ie. ies ; 
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Obs arrived 8.S0. About 80 present and dancing in full-swing. Soon after 


Obs arrived the pitmounced La Ringua and the first couple up in 8 secs. Abou 80 
30 couples joined in this anc at the end as usual there wes no clapping, it 
only the hum of cénversationa w= the couples went of f the floor. Here it whe 


is common for the man to offer the lady his arm as they go off the floor. | Dew 


~ 4 > cn -!- f j : ~~ 4 ~f sr ° . ry -4- , N . - .F 
This is part of the ‘etiquette’ which seems to be deliberately cultivated | do\ 
. 
= — bs “~y*2 _ ~~ a * ~*~ -t - Poa ‘.? o~ ' oo —~e a 
here. One of the remarks frequently heard when talking to the people abouy His 


the hall is that they are in a miicer crowd here than at modern dances and tr 
these traces of Victorian etiquette seem to be vwlung to as one of t e out=- | hat 
ward end visible signs of this superiority. One thing which constantly stri | 6a: 
kes the Obs when visiting here is the very conscious air of superiority 


| 


themselves. This feeling po 


3 
- 
9, 
ry 


se 9 ee a a a a a a Lage  & ne 
With whicn some ot tne re mitues surrounc Tt 


is expressed in some like Annetts who makes no bones about slandering modern) 25 
dancing as 'Muck' and yet pointingout how refined evryone is here. As for t | to 
their charges against modern dancing they are usually based either on the wh¢ 
simplicity of ome of them, or more usually on the fact that the mederns ta. 
dance the steps they each know and follow no sequence. This seems to be 
sufficient reason for condemmins them in the eyes of people like Annetts. 
Hope to be able to amass many conversations on the questtion of correct it 
steps. Very common to hear one or two affirming that many are nat doing the L th 


5 


right steps and that their minority are the only ones who are doing it La 


—— 


correctly. One or two converstions recorddd below show this tendency. 
So far impression gained from these visits is that the P.P. serves as “wot 


a sort of temple in which the devotees of O.T.D can exude their own fervour 


for a cult which seems to them to prove how superior they are to the more ‘Ne 
Pp Pp Y Ree bs) 


common dancing herds of today. In many ways the function of this hallisa |. 


00 
Kl 
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1, -S0Cial one and one sees this expressed in the number who have been visiting 


. ” aan : : att . ~ . tan 4 ++ ? 1+ . 
it for mny yearse Their whole social relaxation is centrec round the hall 


wr 2 


where they Ave made many friends and where they have many memories. They 


| Dbecomre thus the older members of a special society and as such can look do 


down o1. the modern members with an air of benevolence. 
Cs +4- ~ ~ ey ls oa a T : -1- -+ ™~ ~~ af : 4 ; + 4.) he 
Mg Stood talking to Stan. He pointed out to me an M.P. ho visits the hall 


from time to time ‘Strictly icognito of course’ and stays for about an h 


O 
oe 
" 


mr rs -'} c 7 c . _ + : _ . , " ~ © - s~ 7 
Later told me that he had shown him 'Britain' by M.O. and that the M.P. had 


Also pointed out a policeman, and the sub-chief of the local fire-ebrigate 


"7 <> ear | aN —- ~ - ‘ o on v7rT 7 7 T , a ™" 7 S ” TAT ; h 17 
both of whom attended recuse ly. Later showed me two young fellows -. about 


= i Pe ae) -_mae 
by the door at the foot of the stairca 


—_ a. aa J ‘ — 


¢") co * c . ~ ‘ ~. X. 2 
mi 25 each - who were standin 
x ” % ~ ‘ “" a PTT. a@a TAT 7 / - ie a as ~y + ,. oO cs T°T \ ie on Pe, -] a ~y 
> | Go the balcony. They were long distance lorry drivers who used to come 

who? -heatr we in T.0ndn} Tot ad that +h atanda 47 + HI ePOrner all evs ing 

when LLG 4 ere i a LOT L\OTle . © a JLi CA Ud Ly ie J ) Sle — > ~ S COT ile] ca -— ok oe ¥ “V1! el 


talking with different people. Didn't dance once. 


| — 7 4 : c ar o, ry ~ ‘ ¢ \& "y > my OOo? _ — 
| Stan also pointed out a woman of about 5°" dressed in 4 pale green eve 


nins frock with short sleeves. Hair died hlack and the die growing 


2 | the part. Looked about60-65. Stan said she was 72 and came here reguiarly. 
“Later Mr. Holton snr. told Ot that on the previous New Year tithe balcony 
fa man had tried to do a sword dance over two plates. He failed ane this 

woman did it instead. 

2 Obs asked her for a waltz and she accepted. Dancec quite well and was 
“wery agile. Told Obs that she liked modern dancing as well and that on the 


’ oprevious saturday she had been to the dance of her son:, crickey Club. 
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'You do your own steps in them' was her reason for thinking it less interes 


ting. Also she liked the crowd better at old-time. 'They are more select'. 


Obs also danced with girl in black frock. She is about 20, somewhere near 


5'782tall and has black hair, rather pale complexion. She has been present 


: 5 | ~~ -y cr. cs 
but ed with her several times. She 


and 


ONTLE 


ond ot Pe 5 ae kh Se ’ ° et , ~~ 
as well (Locarno) and likes both kinds. Seems to go 


| 


done here 


for the pleasure of dancing and knows most | ne dances : 

Talked with Mr Holton Snr. in interval. Recalled that he learned to @nce 
about 20 rs ago. Learned at the drill hall inioolwich and became friendly 
ith the soldiers there. Usec to attend resualr sells how on one oce- 

a od 
gion he nt to anothe) giments dance, havin ° Lcke}? throug! Le 
ww —_ _ YY ~~ 

res ioolwieh. When he got there he got @ 1LK1INg with sg of the men 
and one who had seen him loolwich 1 'OR you' in RB's aren't 
you ?7' He thought he |! etter go then so excused himself and went to dance 
Also talked about the habi of some of the people: tere t= 

tTt's not everyon 10 will dance h me you knowe I asec a girl the 
other night and she said 'No'. Just like that. I. told my next partner and 
she said 'Oh she was no lady'. This one snows me and my wife too. When the 
know you it takes the age off you, you know. It's not everyone who likes 


Sot ont eet of the Saunter. it is the Saunter 65. 


in it. But not many know thate They mostly do less than that. After the La 


Rosa step you should do 74 4 quick steps forward but most of them do 3 (Obs 


‘had been shown 3 by girl in black 1} 
ee froe 
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Sleleau | 


but théught médern dancing less interesting than 0.T.De | 
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perfectly 


them only do 2. 


I never ask a partner for 


Noticed stout woman of about 40 standne on the other side of the room and 
remarked "See that stout one over there. She 't been in for wuite a 
time now. They.cali her ‘Fairy’ - don't know what her real rame is. Ver 
mice dancer too. Only thing is when she is dancing with you her belly rubs 
up against youe It's not very nice. She doesn't mind but it isn't very nice. 
I dance quite a long way vy usually too, but it doesn't prevent rt 
Overhead man talking to his friends, and espectlally addressing a woman of 
about 45e Man about 50 and said "Mod rn dancing - there's nothing in it 
really. The quickstep - vou just walk. What I was doing in the Lancers he 
we wenta eross. That was quickstep. And the waltz - i guick and two slow. 
(Actually the other way - i slow, 2 quick). Of course if you are going to 
do modern dancing properly that's different. But if you went there would be 
nothing in it." 
Later Obs introduced to this man by Stan. He cl ims to be the oldest patron 
going there now (i.e. the one who has been attending the place for the long 


est period. It is quite 
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jMost of them do modern 


amusing th 
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are you doing here ?" She and her husband 
to Obs. ¢ 
there 
not I0% there who do proper old -time 
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ext time 


the bus a lady called out to Obs as he got one 


were returning from 


Man ec 55) 


56 years now. Oh yes we've kept on the whole t 


dancing. They 
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Take the M.C. he can't waltz. He thinks he ¢ 


7 eays he's ten old time dancing for years but I doubt if hets bgen 20 
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Military 2-step Little clappin 4 
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“an excuse me dance Obs ‘exwuaed 6 times’ - ob 4sdccashon 
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athe untidy - with afternoon frock on. Spoke with what sounded like an a 
irish accent. Mumbled something about being sorry she had asked Obs but 
that she wanted to dance with him and that she would get him again.(This: she 
Gid ij em-exeuse-me in a Paul Jones which they td later and she made some 


remark about Obs being a "dear". Spoke indistinctly and looked as though 


she was trying to get off with Obs. Obs made strategic tereat from ballroom 
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During one dance with girl in Black who comes there regualriy she asked Obs 
would he go with her to a dance that they hoped to go to in a party -' a . 
modern dance. Obs said he would if he could manage ite Added that "they pla 
yed two modern tunes on Sat - Cinderella Sweetheart and the other Cinderell 
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During supper interval Mr H Snr. sat and talked with a girl of about 20 in 


(Dv 


a red afternoon frock. Light banter. He ticklee her under the arm, smacked 
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her on the bottom amd chaffed her. She kept saying she would tell his wife nz 
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downstairs. Later on another oecasion he saw the man at a dance there with 


his wife. When girl “ad gone he told Obs that she was the dauchter of the 
| , 
Pe caterer and that they let her in frec.'I don't hold with it thouch. I have 
: ; 3 
| kicked against it but it is no use.’ 
Cas 
Later Obs had talk with the middle agec coup from -lackheath that had 
told hi hey had be nh Ccomnlne here LiiC 1902. They tar q Pent ilsing Lth 
e 
another patron. sald the 1 aged about 55(Lower middle). 
CF) "The place has altered very little really. They used to have no lounge of 
| course. They had a bit of a garden at she tock with a couple of trees with 7 


= 


seats under them - where they used to spoone But Hurndall was very strict 
in those days - a very strict man, yes very strict. You had to lMve your 
heads at least 6" apart then - yes he was very strict. And he had piercing/b 
black eyes and a little black beard." The other man aged about 50 said he w 


was clean shaven but the Blackheath man's wife corroborated the statement t 


vr 


that he had a beard. They all remembered his successor Mr Middleton. 


| Overheard snatch of conversation = Woman aged about 30 to man of adoutsO. 


— 


Woman "It's usually the other way about. The woman is fond of dancing and 


et ‘the man and when they get married the 
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Arrived at 7.57 pem. and there were already a dozen people in the ball 
room when Obs entered, “ent up to ofiive and Stan and Mr Sheffiekd, 
one of the directors there. Gave Stan the pencil had taken to be 
repaired, Changed shoes and remarked that I was going to prepare for 
fray and removed waistcoat. Left @@@@ee- office and went on balcony t 
watch the commencemant of the first waltz. See below for time of Ist 
couple on floor etc. 
Stood watching dancing for a few minutes and noticed jhe woman with 
the black hair who had danced with the Mayor on the occasion he had 
visited hall was in a green evening frock, close fitting., low backed 
Went into office toa ask who she was as i& was noticeable on evry visi 


IT e2.59 


Mr. Sheffield told Obs that she had a dancing partner and that if she 
had wanted him to dance all the dances that she dogs he would necer 
have time for all the business he has to see to. Obs noted that this 
was the fourth evening gown he had seen her in in the last half dozen 
visits. Her partner aged about 50 (she is about that or possibly 45) 
and wore glasses. They danced together the whole eveninge Occasionally 
coming off the floor they looked at each other and smiled or else she 
squeezed his arm. Once in the evening Sheffield cme on to the floor an 
stood talking with them but he never danced with her and on the two 
occasions when he did dance it was with partners apparently selected 
at randome 

Yhen the Ladies Excuse Me was announced the Obs was again asked for th 
first dance by the woman of 71. He aske her how she was getting on @ 
and what she thought of the crowd, She sid she had been to a modern 
dance last week (she had already told Obs this on Tuesday) and that s 
she generally came here. Obs excused 5 times. The 3rd time by a girl 
ased about20 on a white evening gown with a short coatée of the same 
colour. She said she hadn't been here much and when Obs asked her did 
she do modern dancing as well and if she preferred it she replied tha 
she did very little dancing of any sort. 

Other partners middle aged one woman ##em of about 5O rematking that 
she wouldn't like to miss the pleasure of a waltz with Obs. 

At end of dance went off floor and met Annetts. ‘Hullo chum' his usual 
greeting. . : 

Obs. "Still doing your five nights a week?" 

Ae "Yes. I could go on Thursday too if I wanted to. I M.C. dances at 
Downham. Do you know down that way? Have you seen anything of that 
fellow from the South London Press? He hasn't sent me thst ‘photo yet. 
i don't know where to find him. I wrote them another letter ahout the 
same thing (children being allowed to be brought into amusement ha 115 
up till midnight while their parents gamble on the machines) but they 
didn't put it in. still see them when I'm passings © 

How is your dancing getting on? I suppose you do get up for some of 
them. As [ was coming along tonight I saw some girls dressed up going 
I suppose, to some modern dance, It beats me how bhey put up with it, 
if they go without a partner they are wallflowers all evening. They 
don't get a dance, I can't understand them putting up with it? 

Obse “Do you ever go to modern dances?” | 

Ae "Me? No. I wouldn't put my foot over the door of one". Goes off 
to dance, 


that she was one of the first on the floor. Found she was Mrs. Sheffieyf 


Saw chap about 25 -° 30 whom hadn't seen before. He was about 5'4" and 


Lo 


Danced evry dance, generally with a different partner each time, 


the lines cross, each one w ltzing individually across This is quite 
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Peckham Pavilione a A.He ies Y T IT 42 259 
and wore a blue serge double breasted suit. Had horn-rimmed glasses 
and wore a permanent smile. Jigged about in between dances and when th 
they put one on rematked to Obs "I must have a basin full of this", 


"About 9 years since I was here, They had a garden at the back then Vv 
Very nice in stimmer too. *hey used to have carnival nights every Tues 
too often with eveniig dress. Was good fun. No I don't do modern dane 
ing." 

Obs also got talking to a man of about 40 whom he had seen there befor 
Said good evenin= to him and mentioned fact that he had seen himthere 
péfore, 

"Oh yes I'm here pretty often. No I don't go to modern dances, TI can't 
take to them somehow, You see I learned all my dancing out in Australla 
years ago and when you've got the hang of it you can't get into the 
modern so easily, Anyway it is nice here, they have atmosphere’ 

Obs asks him does he go anywhere else. . 
"Yes I go to Woolwich. It is the same there to, When I first came here 
I didn't know a soul but I know lots now," 


Obs joined in again in the Lancers. Went on the floor looking for as 
setbto join. As usual as soon as it was announced there was a rush for 
the floor. Most people have their parties formed already and unless you 
are lucky you hve to wait for the M.C. to get you a set. He sees Obs 
ahd beckons him over to the top corner of the room nearset the exit 
passage. This is where Obs has been put each time and it seems to be 
the corner reserved for the making up of a set of ‘remainders’. One 
woman is there when Obs arrives - aged. about 50 very stout and dressed 
in a wine chloured ewening gown, Opposite arrived our friend withe th 
smile and the horn-rimmed spectacles, and his partner was a girl of 
about 30 in a black aftéermoom frick. Side couples - to right of Obs a 
"Mae West' female, in a red and black chequered evening gown, hair dont 
in little curls and her plump flesh looking very brown against the r 
of her frock. Aged about 30 - 35 she looked round at ev ryone - speci 
ally the men and smiled. Oepes Her partner a man aged about 40, dressed 
in a light fawn lounge suit. (All men are in lounge suits af these da 
dances). Opposite them a nervous looking woman of about 50 in a white 
evening frock - combination of lace and other material,Her partner 
aged about 50 dressed in blue lounge suit. 

M.eC. stood near us in front of the band stand announcing the figures 
and occasionally calling out instructions to the dancers. Obs partner 
told him she had not done this for some 2 years now, Lady in white d 
didn't know it and all through she was getting mixed up. 

First figure consits mainly of spinning. First with your co.rner part 
ner and then with your own partner. Top and bottom couples(I.E those 
facing the top and bottom walls of the room) lead off and cross over 
in‘one step({(Obsfinds it difficult to recall the exact sequence of 
steps as they are all basically one step or spin and there is little 
variety rea lly. Next time will watch from balcony and get account as 
it is danced}. 3rd. figure links all the dancers in the room for when 
thecouples have waltzed across the centre they form in lines, linking 
hands with the nest set. Thus when it is top and bottom couples the : 
room is formed of a series of lines latitudinally across, alternately e 
ma n and woman, When it is side couples the lines extehd down the full * 


length of the room, When formed in these lines they move slowly to walk 4 
time - first to the centre, dip and then back; and then break up and oe 
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impressive to watch from the balcony. The figure that causes the most 
laughter is the 5th - the Great Vhain, where one weaves in an out lin 
king hands alternately right and left with the others in the set, first 
for one round at a time, alternated with spins with ones partner and 
finally twice round (full chain) followed by a violent spin to finish 
ip with, There is no clapping in between the sets and none at the end 
either, but an immediate buzz if conversation follows each set and at 
the end one hears laughter and sees people mopping their brows and 
fanning themselves with handkerchiefs. ~ 


Obs again met girl who has asked him to join them in a modern dance ap 
party. “he was in a green evening gown this evening and didn't arrive 
till just before the interval. Obs had a dance with her and sge asked 
him to go into the’ corner under the batony where she usually stands 
andmeet those who are to form the party. There is one who was introducd 
as her sister - quite unlike her, small1(8'&S") dark and when Obs remarhed 
on this there was some mumbled explanation - presumably a step sister 
Girl rattled off Chridétian names of them all but as she didn't know 

Obs name and moreover as she didn't attract the attention of the others 
none of them spoke to him. There was another girl about 30 (this girl 
is about 25 and her sister about 30) and two chaps of about 30 both 
dressed in brown lounge suits. Obs told them he couldn't promise.to 
come but would do hid best. Got girls ‘phone number and said he would 
let her know, Also gave her his number and address. They gat plan to 

go to the astoria and the girl says she will be going in any case so 
that Obs will not inconvenience her if he doesn't turn uD. 

Had last waltz with her, She lives in Dulwich and at the asd of the 
dance she said good bye and said she would wait to hear from him. 


Obs went off got coat and hat from office - changed shoes and said 
good night to Mr and Mrs Holton Snr and looked for Stan wWho was in 
the Tudow Cafe and said cheerio to him and went out, Winn (the girl 
in green) left soon after and waved goodbye as she ran for a tram, 
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Dances timed, 
> Den ce, First Couple Total Applause. 
\22 (Not M.C. Couples 
Waltz (Ist dance) 7S. 30 2 Clapped 
| Ist. None at end, 
Barn Dance, M.eC. LO 350 Stamping & 5 cla 
20. Ist. Stamping & 
» : clpd ende 
Corona WaltZe 1a 36 Were 3 clpd 
Ist. Ditto end. 
Ditikie One Step LO 30 None 
Yearning Saunter. 2 40 I’ elpd end (4s 
La Guitana 4.0 I clpd (none da 
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Counted 3I women in evening frocks and 24 in afternoon frocks, 
There were about 126 people (men and women) present. 


4%-end-ef Towards end of evening Mr Sheffield made announcement about 
the dance oh St Valentines night and said that Mr Potton had volunteered 
to be present on Saturdays at 7.30 to teach anybody the Glen Moha or 
any other dance they did there if they wanted. But he would only be fe 
there by appointment as he had been let down om a previous occasion, 
Much clapping when he finished, The: Mr Potton came on floor and said 
that this would entail no extra charge as he was giving his services 
(loud applause). 
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st! VAlgptines Night. 
is being a special night the charge was I/6 instead of I/- ab is usual ] 
on a Tuesday. Be as usual at 8 but went on till I2 instead of II.30 
Obs. arrived late’ (8.45) and there were about I0O present then. ’ 


Went into office, change shoes. Counted 5 men and I5 women wearing paper 
a (this from the balcony so couldn't see how many underneath were waerin 
em. ) 
There were balloons haging from the balcony and this oembined with the pape 
lats gave a carnival atmosphere to the hall that was not usually found. Bonk 
Soon after Obs arrived - about 9 p.m. they had an Excuse Me (Ladies) and 
Obs who was standing by the pillars leading on to the floor was togched on 
the arm by the lady of 7I. She was wearing a flowered mttern eveviuing 
frock, with short sleeves. : 
cx Said nothing except 'Please' as she touched Obs on arm. Went on to floor. 
Obs. ‘How are you?' 
We 'Nicely t youe And you?’ 
Obs. ‘Yes. There is quite a big crowd here tonight isn't there?' ; 
W. ‘Yes. It is nice isn't it. He gets some good crowds here does Stan - 


ne he's only been Bhre 3 years you know’. | 
0 

Just then ezcused by one of the two girls who come every week. Aged I5 and Mi 

dressed in mslin eventng frock with flowere embroidery (sister in same). of 
Obs. ‘Crowded isn't it?! St 

Girl ‘'Yes' br 

Obs.(As she stumbles. She was very poor dancer mainly due to favt that she 

leaned forward and was thus always off her balance) in 

‘Very complicated these old dances aren't they?' th 


Girl "Yes. I prefer the modern' (She comes every week with her father and 
mother and sister. Obs wondered if she came against her will and was 
about to tactfully enquire when he was excused by woman of about 50). 


She had come for the first time with another woman of about the same Tg 
age (see report with reference to National Service) and seemed please 


to set dance with Obs. Dressed in black evening frock. ie 
er 

Obs. 'Good eveming. Where is your friend tonight?' 
We.  ‘'You mean my sister? Or do you mean my gentleman friend?! Was. & 


‘Obs. 'Oh I didn't realise it was your sister’. | om 

We 'yes I live with her. I'm a widow you see so we live together’. : 

Obs. ‘Is dancing your hobby?! Just then Obs excused and she hadn't time to 
reply. But later she called out when passing him in the passage ‘Yes, 
dancing is my hobby'. 


Obs excused by two more women of about 50. Same conversation - crowd, 
nice atmosphere etc. : 


Went in cloakroom and heard man sa to frien d (Man ¢ 45) 
"I danced with IO partners then - that's more than you can say. And 
what's more I don't know one of them to speak to." 


Another man (¢45 Fireman. See below)."There's a nice crowd here. They — 
are sociable and not cliquey". | 4 
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Obs asked woman of about 40 for dance. “as seen her there every week and 
she is usually dressed in an afternoon frock. Tonight she had a pale green 
perfectly plain evening frock - low cut at the back. 

Obs didn't know dance and hadn't heard the name announced. However manage 
to get the hang of it. The conversatio. entirely confimd to talk about 
the steps. When Obs had mastered t e steps (quite simple sequence) she sa 
said 'You8ve got it now'. Spoke with Scotch accent. 


At end of dance was standing under balcony when Stan came up and said 
"You can put it at 200 by the end of the evening. There are I70 odd nowy 


This was certainl} so and actually at the end of the evening the attendance 
was checked at box-office and was I97. 


A Military-2-step was amnounced and about 60 couples got up for it. Obs 
counted I3 memen and II men sitting out. Dance accompanied by much laughte 
and one girl screamed loudly as she was whirled round. 


The room had become very hot now and there was a heavy atmosphere about. 
THE LANCERS. 


0 
Mi Obs went in balcony to observe this. Just before it was announced was in 
office talking to Mr Sheffiel who was sorti:ig out foreign stamps. He and 
Stan collect them. When it was announced that next dance was the Lancers he 
broke off as he was speaking and said ‘You mustn't miss yar Lancers’. 

Went on balcony. Usual rush for floor and Mr Potton was walking about fix 
ing up the odd sets. Noticed that tap cornere as usual was used for one of 
these spare sets. I6 sets in all formed - in three lines down the room. 

The sets are formed in a square with a couple o.i each side of it. 

Band plays chord and Potton announces the first figure 

‘Top and bottom coupes to the centre'. 


Ist Figure. 

Bow first to partner and then to corner (i.e. the formafion all round the 
square is man and woman alternately and they each bow to the one in the corn 
er 1ext to them). 

Then one man and one woman from each of the two top and boteéom couples ( 
i.e. the coupes placed facing the top and bottom ends of the room) spin ro 
round together in the centre. Break away and each couple of ‘corners' spin. 

| Then other top and bottom couple. Then corners. fhen-i 
| Then first side couple. Corners spin. 

Second side couple. Corners spin. End. 


2nd. Figure. 
Bow as before. 
Top and bottom couples eae up and down . 
Then they form into latitudi lines across the room the 3 stes in each 
line linking up. Tpet to the centre and dip and trot back. 
Corners <, po 
Side couple I-step up and down and then longitudinal lines frmed by sets 
linking up. Trot as before. 
Corners spin. 
Repeet right through. 
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3rd. Figure. Half Waltz Cotillion. . 
Bow. Top and bottom couples waltz. Then the men and women of these couple i 
waltz across individually, the tep-m- bottom man first, then the top man et 2 
cete As they waltz across they change their position in the pair. Bow to b 
Then all waltz together. partner 0 
Form into latitudinal lines. Wlak in half time to centre, dip, and back. 
Then break and the lines thread across, each one waltzing i dividually N 
in the line. Re link and repeat these two movements. : 
C@ ners. | 
Then side couples do same as top and bottom couples had done. RS: 
Longitudinal lines, and repeat same as lat. lines. 
Corners. End. 
4the Figure. 
Bowe Top and bottom couples One-Step up and down.Then they cross individu ©¢ 
ally and repeat One-Step. Recross. 6 
Side couples do same. (As in Fig. 3 when they cross individually t iey P37 
change their position) g 
5th. Figure. Great Chain. t. 
Bowe Chain. For this the women go clockwise and the men anti-clockwise. 
- Weave in and out grasping alternately right and left hand of the persons th M 
they meet. Do this for one round. w 
Partners spin. & i 
Promenade. (i.e. partners go round anti-clockwise. Some sets did this wit ‘™t 
the pa tners One-stepping round. In other sets the walked round with linked t 
arms rather in manner of Lambeth Walk only to one-step tempo). h 
Chain. Partners I-step. Chain. Promenade. Partners I-step. Chain. Partner & 
I-step. Chain. Partners I-step. Promenade. Chain. Partners I-step. Chain. 
Partners I-step. Promenade. Partners. Grand Chain (twice round). Partners t 
spin. | o 
epee, * 
There was mnsiderable verve put into this dance. This is always so, but Bt 


tonight it seemed that everyone let himself go more. There was mich noise, s 
and occasional screams from girls and laught4r from men and women. To add ) 
to this. Stan and Potton stoo@ bawling out the #igu sequences in the Grand | 
Chain -yell "Chain" and "Promenade" at the top of their voices. The men 
took it up there was a constant sequence of shouts. (Obs recalis 
similar noise when he used to do Langers at home). 

Considerable clapping (about & he people clapped for 5 secs) at end, 
This unusual for here as they us y all walk off the floor at the end 
without any clapping. (See other reports). 


Noticed a chap about 20 whom not seen before. Was dressed in blue polo 
jumper (must have been very hot in that room) and a lounge suit. Lookeé 
mys class type. All men with exceptiom of one man of about 60 were 
in lounge suits. This man in dinner jacket. 

Many women in evening dress. Wasn't able to get a full count but of a 

sample count of 30, 22 were in evening dress. 
 Amnettes in his usual garb - black lounge suit (single breasted), white | 
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Wthis being the only reference to Valentine heard by Obs that evening; man 
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Wigan comes back followed by Stan who holds up his first fi 
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During interval counted the people in different parts of the building. Ther 
is the ballroom, and behind it the Tudor Lounge. Upstairs there is the 
balcony and off it there is a small bar room. The whole of this may really 
be counted as the bar - as only drinks are served up there. The bar is not 
Open at every session but only occasionally. 


Number in Balcony. Men I7 Women 22 
a " Bar : - 23 Men 37. Women &5 

Bi. " Ballroom " 4 7. ee 

RSs 1 " Lounge 1 rt 44 


TOO - 
" who went out . a a ae 
76 Ti3 
Actually there were I97 there when the doors were closed but 9 of these 
came in after the count was made - so that the count:-was inaccurate to the 
extent of one. | 
't7 Those who went out - including Mr Potton and the band who always go out - 


go, so Obs was told by the man at the door (Mr.Johnston] generally go to 


the pub on the corner opposite the Library (Obs didn't. catch name) and stay 
there till I0.Z0 


At I0.0 p.m. when the interval hdd been in progress about 50 minutes a 
Man aged about 45 and his wife, aged about 40 arrived. “sked how mich it 
was and wen he found that it was I/6 started complaining that he wasn't go 
ing to pay that much for an hour's dancing. When it was pointed out to him 


hat there was an extension till I2 he still complained and said lf wanted 
to see the manager. Said he hadn't been able to @t here till then; that he 
had had the cost of travelling and didn't see why he should pay full amount. 
Mrs Holton Snr (who is always at the desk) and Mr J. both tried to persuade 
him that that was the charge and that there were the extra expenses of 

the balloons, extra money for the band etc. The girl who is the daughter 

of the caterer - aged about25 - came into the vestibule and tried to cajole 
the man to come in - saying that he would have to come in as her Valentine 


simpered a bit saying "Aint she cute} and making references to her evening 
frock (how cute it was ete). Then he went off to see the manager. All this 
time his wife had stood there looking uncomfortable and not eiy * a — 
nger to Mrs H as 
as that she is to let them in for a shilling.(Yet when Obs mentione d 
to him a short while later that he didn't think they should be allowed in 
at a reduced rate he said "Well they're going to pay the full money anyhow". 
This not so and when Stan later saw that Obs knew this he looked uncomfortable, 
He was obviously afraid to put his foot down). 

When the couple had entered thés started a discussion between Obs, Mr J and 
Mre H who all agreed that Stan had made a mistake. J. said that the couple 
‘didn't come above about once in 3 weeks. Said that that was the way to ruin 
your own bsiness and cited the case of a dance in one of the baths. A party 
of about 40 arrived after the interval and asked to be allowed to come in j 
for 9d. each - the c was I/6. Man in charge refused and eg went away, — 
When they had gone another remonstrated with him asking him why he had turned 
so many away. Chap replied that that was the way to ruin the business 
that if they went on like that they would cut their own throats and f 


| 5 of 
Peckham Pavilion. A. He | Ls 14.2.39 


the price down to 3d. before they mad finished. That the people would come 
back anyway if they really wanted to dance. And sure enough in about half 
an hour the party returned and mid the full price. 


Soon after this couple had arrived a man of about 40 arrived and paid his 
I/6 and ehtered. Followed by man and two women who also paid without questi 
oning it. Later three men came in paying the full meney. 


yore stir caused by policeman arrivibg t»> say that one of the patron's cars | ET 
was blocking half of the pavement up. Obs went out and counted 7 cars - all 
under I2 hep. and one motor bike and side car, 


Watched the"Gay Goa dons". This a Scottish dance accpmpanied with plenty od 
shouts (high pitched cries such as they always have with Scottish sela) « 
60 odd couples up for this and several of the spectators up and down theo 
room could be heard joining in the cries. Said to Stan that it was quite ge 
good fun. "It's a romp" was his description of it. 


After this the balloons were released from the balcony and there was a wild¢/ 
scramble for them and almost at once they began to burst. In about IO secs. 
about 80% hak’ been burst and the remaining ones were jealously guarded by 
their possessors. Much laughter caused when one man who had carefully prese 
erved a balloon hal it burst by the chap in the blue pullover who went up 
behind him and touched the balloon with his cigarette. This quite a common 
way of bursting them. Many shrieks from the women accompanied these scrambl°. 


“Moonlight Waltz"followed. This anordinary waltz with the lights turned out 
and a lime focuused on to the dancers from the balcony. Stan worked the lim? 
which had the usual ring of coloured discs to cover up the front gaass with. 
Obs standing watching this under the balcony when the woman of 7I came up & 
said "Aren't you waltzing?". Obs took hint and asked her for the dance, 
which she accepted. Little conversation - confined to crowd oon floor - about 
75 couples. Noticed that many danced with their heads much closer together 
than they normally did - the widow was dancing with a male partner and was 
almost touching his shoulder with her cheek.Noticed no other evidences of 
flirtation however. 


Had dance with small (ec 5'3") lady of about 46 - hair tending to greyness 
dressed in black evening frock. She had been one of these who had excused 
Obs. Said she came here regularly once weekly and that she also went to a 
Scottish ciub in Fetter Lane every week - where they did only Scotch dances 
(said these were all more energetic than the ones done here). Not Scotch 
herself - her mother came from Lytham and her father from Bolton. But all & 
her friends wege Scotch and this caused ler to go to the Scotch cluh.(@bs 
had danced with one before - see above). She was very keen on dancing and 
at one time used to go every hight. She déd&'t do mocern dancing. 


Stood talking to the man who had spoken to Obs in cloakroom about the 

sociability of the crowd. He came up to Obs who had seen him there regularly 
and offered him a cigarette. Said he came here regularly once a fortnight - 
he couldn't fit in the other week on account of his dules. What were they? 
Oh he was at the superintendents firemen's office. Had been ther fireman 
since he left the navy in 1926. Was we2l in his forties now (he looked about 
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35). Hai been in navy from I9II - 1926. During the War was in the submarine 
- gervice. It was voluntary then. Hal enjoyed it. Said you found that most of 
those in the fire service were mx-submarine men. Talked about the crowd for 
a while - number there, sociability etc. Said he didn't do modern dancing 
himself. Excused himself to go and dance. Obs noted that he raely misses a 
dance. 4 


| ETIQUETTE. 


There is more formalised etiquette here than at some modern dances. The gent 
goes and asks lady for dance. If he can he goes right up to her but when 
here are people in the way he’will indicate his desire by raising his eye~ 
“Pprows or holding out his hand. Mr Potton always uses the latter method - 
walking up to partner and holdingout his right hand as he approaches her, 

He rarely speaks when he asks them - merely smiles and bows slightly. : 
MOFrrom what Obs could see tiiere is not so much emphasis laid on the etiquettc 
of asking the partner to dance as there is on conducting her off the floor. 
Obs himself was always taught(by mother who was dance teacher of fairly wide 
experience)to go and ask "May I have the pleasure" and though he rarel 

uses the expression in full he generally says "May I 7" or sometimes " I 
have this dance?". Sometimes as in the case of Winn who stands in the corner 
and cannot therefore be approached Obs raises eyebrows and sometimes says 
loud enough for her to hear "May I have this one?",. 

Here they make a bit of a fetish of conducting partner off floor. Probably 
to a modern dancer this would be very noticeable as in modern dancing itis - 
quite common to leave the partner on the floor - or at least only w a fev — 
paces with her. But Obs himself always trained to take them off the floor : 
and conduct them back to shevér their seats. Has noticed that both at private | 


dances at home (Liverpool) and in big palais there and in London this has 
appeared to surprise partner who may have thought Obs intended sitting out | 
with them. Here it is commonly done however and furthermore the woman gener q 
do 


ally takes man's arm. In one or two cases Obs has offered his arm and OX® 
others the woman has deliberately taken it (mostly middle-aged women who 
this). Noticed t at many men lead woman off floor in this way. 

While on subject of etiquette Obs has frequently noticed that when one co 
collides with another couple on the floor they rarely apologise. In fact 
when he has apologised (again partly ~esult of training) he has often arous<4d 
comment of his partner. Winn has commented on this at Peckham and he rememb 
ers a wertner commenting on it at Hammersmith Palaéis. Same seems to apply to 


accidently slipping a step, whem partner has seemed surprised at Oba apolog 
ising for this. 


Few counts of times for dances etc. 
120 Dance. First couple up Total couples Applause. 


insecs. up 
Society Waltz. IO (M.C.) 3I P p clapped 
end e 
Military 2-Step . 60 a; ad 5 secs 
C.ide 
Lancers. I6 sets clapped for 
3 secs at end. 
Gay Gordons 60 All for 7secs 
Glen Mona. 0 30 20 secs by all 
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Obe* had usual chat with Mr Holton Snr. Asked him how he was etc. and then 
mentioned to him that he understood that they didn't run this hall for 
profit but merely to cover expenses (Stan had told him this). Mr H seemed 
surprised and told him that of course they ran it for profit; that they 
wanted it to yield all it could and that they had to pay the dividends for 
the shareholders out of it. That he himself hadsome shares in it. (Obs 
didn't get chance to find out what dividend they paid but will see what can 
be done next time). 
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‘MabArrived 8-20. About 40 people there when Obs arrived. This a small 
s+ number. Btan at door. Asked him whakb kept them away. Said _that it was 
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the weather and the sickness about. Said that weathera f€gctec the logge | 


distance people especially. | 

Went up and changed shoes. Sat chatting to Stan for a few minutes. &ske 
him what he thought about corporal punishmnet. Stan 3- 

"What do they give that for - assault, rape, and things like that? To A 
my mind the should make the punishmant fit the crime. They s hould 
continue with it, I thinky 

Went out on to balcony to look at dancers. Society Tango announced and 
I5.couples got up for it. About 50 people here now (8.30) 


Went downstirs, having nodded from the balcony to the M.C. "Sailor Jack | 


and two of the regular female patrons. 

When waltz announced went over and asked Scotch woman for dace. She 
is a regular patron. Aged about 35, 5'6", fresh complexion, horn-rimmed 

ghAsses. Asked her Hid she do much dancing. 

"Oh yes I do a lot. I love dancing.(speaks with Scotch accent). I go 
every week to the Scotch dances. We have a club in Fetter Lane in 

Holborn. There are dances every week there. They have Schottisches, 
reels, all the Scotch dances. You'd find it warm work there. Then they 
have some of the big dances at the Westhinster Hall. 

I first came here last May. My friend kept asking me ‘Why don't you 
come to the Old-Time dances. They are very good'. She kept asking me. 
I said 'Och no' and tried to put it off. 'I don't know any of them' I 
said. 'Oh you'll somn pick them up'she said. Well she got me along one 

night. I didn't know any of the dances the first night I was here. Now 
I wouldn't miss a night here? 

Talked of the steps Danced with her again later and the talk then 
confined to the steps and how Obs was doing etc. 


There were I06 people there as the final number for the evening. Of 
these about 60 were women (counted only 9 under 30} 


US 
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George Wilshire. 


Obs was standing by the left-hand pillar of the hall watching the 


of about 20, height 5'5", dark complexion, black, wavy hair,(well-oiled 
dressed in blue pin stripe lounge suit (single breasted}, black suede 
shoes, no waistcoat but instead a whie pullover low-cut at the neck, 
white shirt, yellow and brown striped tie, tied in very small knot. 

Obs went over to him and remarked 

"A bit different from the modern dances" (indicatins the dancers with 


their feet twinkling a.d their hands raised above their heads). 
"Yes". He grins and looks at Obs. 


"Do you do mo-ern dancing". 

"Only a little of it - not much. Do you?" 

"Oh yes. Have you been here before?" 

"Last Tuesday was my first time". 

"What made you come in? Had you heard about the hall or what?" 


ive no. I was just passing a d I thought I'd look in and see what it way 
e," 


"Are you keen on Old-Time dancing then?" 

"Well as a matter of fact I came here to see if there was a sociable 
crowdsi'tve only been in London a few months." 

"Ah it's a large place to be in isn't it?" 


"Yes you see I left all my pals behing me so I don't know many down hers 
"Where do you come from then?" 


MS> couples doing a Schottische. Leaning asainst the other pillar was a ied) 
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"North Wales?" 

"No South". 

"what part?" 

"Rhondda Valley". 

"You'll find it a bit different here then". 

"Yes you see I left all my pals behind there and I do:.'t know many 
people here". | | 

"Yes you can be very lonely in London. I have only been here a few 
months myself. I come from Liverpool. I found it very lonely at first". 
"Yes. I came down looking for work. I went to Bournemouth and Hast- 
bourne first. Then I came to London to see if I could get work here. I 
had £2 when I came and w g out @f work for 5 days". 

"That woule be quite a risk wouldn't it? Did you lose your job?" 

"No I chucked up the job I had in Eastbourne - waiting - and came to 
see if I could get any work here". 

"The Rhondda is pretty badly hit isn't it?" 


"Ves that's thé trouble you see. Some of the pits are closed down. “y 
father was out of work too. I came down here and got this job". 
W"What sort of job is it then?" 


"I'm at a club . I finish at 5. So I get some extra us rete 

extra waiting. I get sent all over the place. I'll never forget the 

job I was sent on. I got sent up to Golders Green. I didn't know my 

way about and I found then when I asked “pag, By they couldn't understand 
i 


ty way of talking (He has a Welsh accent finish at 5 so it gives me 
guenty of time". 
aiting is a tiring job isn't it?" 
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Well I'm a waiters'’ porter (?). The extra waiting is tiring. I work in 
this club at Holborn. I lodged there too. 

One thing I can't get used to is the Pubes here", 

"Yes they mix me up a bit. I follow the map all right but I can never 

remember which line is which - which is Northern, which Piccadilly." 

"T don't know. When I want someone to ask there is never anyone about", 
"Oh I always wait till the the train comes in. I stand near tlhe back of 

it and ask the guard". 

"Yes. Yes I fouid it pretty lo ely. But London is a nice place. I like 

it." 

Obs. "Well as a matter of fact I'm rather disappointed with it. The cit 
and West End are fine but the outlying districts aren't much, There 

are some much better ones in Liverpool. Putney is very nice. I like 

there immensely." 

"with all your mates behin d it is a bit lo:ely. There seems to be a m& 

nice crowd here = nice and sociable", 

"Yes they are very nice". 

"Have you been coming here long?" 

"About 2 mo iths now off and on you know¥. I didn't know anyone when I 7 
first came but they are very decent and I know quite a few now," 

"There was a girl here last week. She wanted me to go over to Woowich on 

t e Wednesday - wherevr that is,." 

"To an Old-Time dance you mean?" 

"Yes. She was married tho.ch. I draw the line at a married woman though 

you k.iow", 

"Oh was she married? Was her husband here?" 

"No that's the point. I think she said she was suppos<d to be at the 

pictures". 

"tAhal" 

"I draw the line at a married woman. I wouldn't like to find her husband 

coming in - 6 foot = and find me dancing with his wife." 

Obs laughing. "It would be a bit awkward wouldn't it?" 

"TJ wish I knew the steps of these dances. I'll wait till a waltz comes 

on then I'll dance with that girl in green". | 

"She loks very nice doesn't she?" 

"Ves". 

"Baye Do you sec that woman in green with glasses (Nodding towards Scot 

over by the radiator) she's a very good dancer. Ask her for a dance’ 
"But I don't know the steps. I'd ojly be making a fool of myself". i 
"She'd show you the steps. She's a very good dancerd and very nice too. 


119 °ust then the Lancers announced. 


Obs "Are you going to join in?" 
G. "I don't know it and we haven't got partners" 
"Oh that doesn't matter. The M.C. will get us parthers and you soon pick 


1 up the steps. Come on." 


G follows Obs on to the floor. Thread way throughthe sets which are 
forming and walk over to Potton. 
Obs "Can you get us 2 partners Mr Potton?" 


Pt oly ae ane se ehakia’ ef th The girl G had ted out comes 
Leaves Obs n middle o e room. The gir : 
with a chap to make one pair in the set. M.Coreturns with women - one 
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about 5'4" slightly built, flowered afternoon frock, glasses. The other 

rather stout, 5'5",in maroon afternoon frock. Both about 50. Stouter 

comes to Obs. Asks him if he knows the Lancers. Obs explains that he 

haén't done them for some years until he came here and he has done 

them two or three times here."But my mother used to teach dancing so 

I have done them pretty often when * was younger". 

Woman "We'll stay at the side? It's easier there". 

Obs "Oh do they do less tle n?" 

a "Oh NO Only the top and bottoms lead off so we have to follow 

WaySe 
Obs looks across at G. G wimks. Obs wonders if he is annoyed with him 
‘or having got him a middle-aged partner. Also Obs''corner! is the girl 
> . im green. She ig about 5'7", dark bobbed hair, healthy complexion, 
Worn \_ apparently no powder on, maven teeth, bright eyes and an expansive smile, 
“ove iChap with her about’5'I0O", aged about 30. Other couple a woman about 
os ,0kK40, in afternoon frock, dark hair, rather thin faced; man aged about 
35, 5*°5", dark, 

Dance begins. When it comes to corners Obs greeted by the expansive g. 

smile which continued to brighten up the set for the rest of its course. 

G. continues to wink every time he catches Obs eye. 

Obs partner rather stiff to dance with. Smiles occasionally and gives 

Obs instructions as to nest steps. At end says how she had enfoyed it. 

Obs feeling very warm, having omitted to take off his waistcoat before 

the dance. Mops his brow as he is going off the floor, to the amusement 

of his partner. She holds him by the arm as they go off. 

Meet G by the balcony pillar again. 

G "They were good sports weren't they?" 

"Yes. You got on all right didn't you? Z/K¥¢g It is easy to pick it up 

isn't it?" | 

i. I hope they lave a waltz before the interval. Do you think they 

will?" 

Obs "Well there is always the inttérval waltz". 

"Of course. Fancy me forgettin ¢ that." 

"I'm jolly warm. I think I'll go out f@r a drink" 

"Where do you go? Outside? Or in the cafe?" 

"Oh I only meant a drink of water’ 

"Don't you drink then?" 

"Not much" | 

"Will you have some tea then in the lounge?" 

"Thanks very much. All right." 


Interval waltz announced and George goes over to the girl in green. 

Obs goes and dances with the friend of the Scotch woman. They talk 

about the few people here and the warmth. DBhe is surprised that Obs is 

warm. He explains that he has left his waistcoat on. 

Dance ends. Meet G and go to the lounge. Go over to the counter where 
: G leans across and says "What is it to be. Tea or lemonade?" 
: "Tea please" | : 

"@ill you have any cake or anything with it?" j 
| "No thanks. I never eat much when I'm dancing. But I'm jolly thirsty. | 
: I would lile some tea." : 
| G leans over the counter and asks for 2 teas. The two usual women are 
serving, both about 50, 5'4", dark, stoutish, dressed in flowered 
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overalls over their frocks. 

We wait for about 2 mins. G twice repedts "Two teas please". They. are 
busy and apparently take no notice. 

G. "Shall I get over t e counter and give them some service?" He laughs 
as he says it. | 

One of the women recognises Obs and smiles and says "Good evening" 

G takes the opportunity thus of ered and repeats "Two teas pl ase". 

She gets hold of a large pot on the counter - blue e-amel with 4 small 
handle at the back as we@l as the top handle. 

G grind "Oh there's the tea. I might have served it myself". 

She hands over the tea = two thick china cups, with sloping corrugation 

up the sides. Tea looks fairly strong and ts dark. lbs offers G the 
sugar. 

G "You'd better help yourself first while there is some there. I take a 
lot". Obs helps himself - it is caster sugar. Gewpegm takes two heaped 
spoonfuls. 

Obs "Lets go over to that table shall we?" 

G "That's a good idea". 

We move over to the table and sit down. 

"Are you living round here now then?" é 

G."Yes. I'm in Camberwell - in Councilor *t. I did live in Holborn. Then 
I was only 5 minutes away f om the job". 

"It will cost you a lot in travel won't it?" 

"24 in the morning and 2d going back on the tram". 

"Why did you move. Were the digs too dear or what?" 

"No I moved because of the girl. It is rather awkward really. She was 
the first friend I made here and I don't like letting a friend dowm.I 

moved sor her. She is at work too which makes it larder". 

"ves it is rather difficult isn't it. It is nice to have a girl friend 

to go out with at times. But these complicat ons usually set up. I get 
over it by not having one." 

"She showed me London; she's been a really good friend - asked me to her 

house and all.¥ don't like to be ungrateful". 
"By the way. What's your name? Mine's Alec". 

"Mine's George." 

"Tt is. pretty terribl being out of a job isn't it? I had a few months 

when I “inished at the university". 

"Yes the pits started closing down. So I went to Bournemouth and Hast- 

bourne and then on to here." : : 

"were you down in the mines?" 

"Yes. I had 4 years of it. I went down when I was 14. I'll never forget 
the first day. It was terrible. It seemed that it would never end’. Are | 
there any coalmines in Liverpool?" | 
"No. The nearest are Wigan. I have been dow. one once. Went with a party 
from school. It was about 900! shaft - quite a big, safe one iI suppose. 
I remember the surprise I had when I got home and found I was black up 
to the waist." 

"Yes the first night I got home I just rubbed my fave over like a béy 
does. But that is no good. You have to scrub it. Miners are begrudged 
their money but theyearn it." 

"Yes they ceréaéinly do. I remember when we went down it was about the 
middle of winter and yet it was well over 80 down there." 


sie, Vv 
| Peckham Pavilion. A.H. - 2802239 
"Yes. You get used to the life. You see accidents. It unnerves you a bil 
at first but you get used to it. The horses used to frighten me most." 
"Oh they had horses, did they? I think it is terrible. That is one of 
the things which always rouses me. It is bad enoughtthat men should 
have to suffer such conditiond, but at least they @n understand, Are 
they getting rid of them? I suppose they are?" 
"Yes. They take them down there when they are ponies and they are half 
wild. They kick terribly. When you go along t e alleys you have to pass 
them and I used to be scared stiff. They live all their life there. 
When there is a strike and they bring them up - they have to when there 
is a strike - they cover their eyes with sacking for about 3 weeks.The 
sunshine would make them go blind otherwise." 
"So you are over in Camberwell now then?" 
"Yes. Of course it is different for me now. I have my family over. My 
father was out of work so I looked out for something for him. My sister 
came over first. She is a waitress at the Paramount dance hall in 
Tottenham Court Rd. She gets good money. Only I5/- a week, but she makes 
about I0/} a night in 2d and 3d tips. She sets better money than I do." 
"Does she make that much in a night.? It is amazing." 
"Yes. Well I got my sister over first and then my mother and then my 
father." 
"It will be a bit of an upheaval for the old people won't it?" 
"Well my mother lived in London years ago and she has always wanted to 
come back. You must come round and see us some night. You will find then 
very homely people. I am usually in from about 6 to 7.30 every night s 
if you came then it would be better. It is not nice going to a house of 
complete strangers." 
"T'd love to come. My hours are very irreguhr on the job I'm on. I'm d 
doing social research work and we live in a large house on the job. We 
are also short-handed at the moment which makes it harder. But I will 
let you know anyway. Here is my address." Obs and G exchange addresses. 
“ The lights are momentarily switched off and on agaétin as a sign thst the 
interval is finished. Obs and G make for the ballroom again. 
Conversation continues in a general sort of way for the rest of the eve 
ning, in between dances. G joins in less dances than Obs —- because he 
has been there less and doesn't know so many. 
WKEN/ IKE /LAms/ AbproOsene Ss /LbL/LKE/LASL/KALLL/Eh/ COMES/ OLL/XME/LI6OY/ LIM 
vad, pop In/Erdén/ and/ Api oindés/X5/Ob8/XLMAL/NE/NAS /OSOKEA/ LUNE / ey BL / AARNE 
YTS A/LEKE/NEL/NOmhE/TL/ BNE/VAARYL/ ESL /NEL/ LLL ENA/RKLLM/ NEL k / Dh INg/ thE / WA 
IMLELAATS/DEXLMEEN/ DANES S/N} 
During the intervals between dances G talks with Obs about the dances, 
general chatter, about dances back home. 
| "There it was common for chaps to dance with each other. I used to dance 
y | with one chap - did so for about 3 months. He took the lady's part and 
| when he asked a woman for a dance he used to start backwards - he got 
so used to the lady's part. We usec to have dances in an old garage. 
The band was on a platform up above the floor and they had to climb up 
a ladder to it." 
"Did the fellows dance with each other because there was a shortage of 
women?" | 
"No. It is very common in South Wales for the chaps to dance together , 
that's all. Dances are very cheap you know. You e-n get in for 3d or 44. 


; : 7 — 
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Odd chatter about weather etc continued tin between dances. G danced the 
next to Ast dance with the girl i green. Came back to his seat at the 
end and said to Obs 

"I hope the next one is the last waltz. I've asked her for it anyway. I 
would tak. her home if she hadn't got her friend with her," 

“e has last waltz with her. Obs dances with her friend - a girl of 
avout I8, 5'7", rather ‘large' - not exactly fat. Good dancer. “ikeg 
modern better than this but enjoys all dancing, 

See G outside at end. 

G "Which way do you go?" 

Obs points down towards Peckham. 

G"Well the two girls have just walked along that way". 

"Oh I get the tram." 

"Well I'll see you here next Tuesday then Alec" 

"Yes probably George,; I'll keep in touch with you anyway. Cheerio", 
George goes off. Obs gets on 72 tram and sits next to the M.C. He and 
another chap from the dance enter into a discussion with the conductaér 
about the d cli e of the tram service since the London Transport took i 
over. All ag ee that the public have been robbed. Potton maintains that 
it is a dammed scandal - that the public had been misled all along. The 
authorities had led them to believe that the trams didn't pay. This wag 
nstweleasThatreasdnwweschbhathtbhbusrams chadohégnppgyhigcinréresbsér-eapito | 
not so. The trams had been paying off their capital as well as the 
interest. The buses had only been paying interest. The trams would have 
cleared up in another 6 years and they would have then been public _ 
property and would hev helped to reléeve the burden of he rates. As it 
was they were now a much worse service. They were going to increase the 
fares stiil more. They were much mére irreguar than they ld Been, If 
Morrisen, when he was Minister Off Transport, had had his way this w ld 
never have le ppened. It was a scandal. 
Thence to Obs he talked about his job (see other report) and the diff- 

erent processes that the mat (S.American) had to go through. Said his 
wife was ill so he had to get back «ow to cyt sandwiches for himself an 
lodger for the morning. 


| i od [ 


Jazz Report S.S. 7/3/39. 


Report oh Peckham Pavilion Old Time Dance. 


Advertising. By printed posters displayed outside hall and on 
? %b notice board. 


Appearance. A dismal front illuminated by white electric light, 
a.- covered in.subway leading up to door. Small porch 
Ass inside, pay-box on immes diate right, gents cloak-room 
behind this and- Ladies cloak-room oppbsite,to the left, 
Double swing door leading to dance hall. Enclosure, | 
with seats round, occupying one-fifth of floor Length | 
é4édA¢S and seats extending from the wall one-third 
of breadth from each side, with anelectric fire at : 
the right hand side, round which people were clustered. 
Also electric fire on walls of dance floor, about 
3 yards up from enclosure on each side, All the 
fires were covered by red glass, giving it a warm 
effect. Leading out of dance hall at the far end 
through doors at both sidesof the Stage was a Tudor 
lounge which was about as big as the dance hall. At 
the far end of this and at the right hand side was 
a refréhment counter (no intoxicants)and a large 
fireplace in the middle of the far wall. Balcony 
the entrance end, access to which was by stairs | 
at right hand side, | 
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Arrived at 8=810 pem. walked straight through both 
doors without being challenged, Oldish gentleman | 
came up to-Mobs and Said tAre you from Mass = Production?? | 
tObserva ition’, said Mobs ‘will you go up to the manager 
please’ Victorian Ph most oppressinge Knocked 
and walked in managers office and introduced myself and 
to one of the Directors, ‘’as asked to’leave my shoes 
in office and coat etc. Inquired about George, fer whom 
Mobs: nad note for but manager did not know him, As Mobs 
ad been coming in a Coroga Waltz was being danced and 
about 40 on the floor and as wa coming down from office 
the Maxina dnace had started with about the same number 
on the floor. Got a few stares as coming down from office 
and more when paper and pencil was produced, Heard Lady 
discussing MeO. questonaire and Said ‘'\vyhat is this Mass 
Ubsevation ', to which she got a reply of ‘ili, sure I dont 
OS0 know ', The orchestra was a four-piece one composed of — 
plano.e, violin, bass fiddle and flute, Rather squeky 
ae LPLUtC » MeO, middle-azed gentleman and the oyly one 
wearing evening dress,Was. cautojed by M.C. not to do 
too much cuttingtas this was an old-time dance, you know, 


eee 


' Report on Peckham Pavilion, (cont) S.5. 1/3/329 « 
Counts. At 9-30, attendance 150. 
| TD os Women 76. Men 54, 
| * 
| Over 40 - 56 9 40 . 
| 25-30 -=- 15, 10, 
20-25 — 5 re) 4 ° 


Of the 76 women, 30 had evening dresses and the rest afternoon 
frocks amd tsilor -made suits, 


Average no. of couples on floor for the dan 
Dancers with partners of opposite sex, 90%, Rest,females tosetheb 


General Remarks, As the majority of the dances were very old-time. 


| and localised dances Mobs had not heard of them 
before, All the dancers on the floor ‘new the 


particular dance very wellas these old-time 
a all jances had beem held for over 2 years at the Pavilion, 
i 


One dance, the London tango was in the strains of the 
| : modern Ball-room tango but I was assured that they 
had nothing in commen,by a young lady of 25, The 
manager said that the dances were arranged by the M.C 
according t@ the weather, faster dances for cold nigtts 
and vica-versa.,Also each quick dance was followeaéd by 
* @ slow one in orde# to enable the dancers to re-gain 
their breath, He also said that the majority of the 


t people there were sometimes whole families, the fathef 
| and mother to bring their yothfull life back again 


aod sons and daughters to try out these old-time steps 
‘and also at: somse place where their parents could | 
keep an teyeton them, The younger folks did the dance$ 
quite as well as the oldef folks and put a bit more 


gusto in then, PIES /IRE OMY Interval at Rents; to 
10-15, 


V ile 
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Report on Peckham Pavilion, _ 5.8. 7/3/39. 


Opinions of old-time dancing. 


Gent (55(. " I like old-time dancing, it gives us something to look 
forward to,for us old ones to get together a bit," 


Lady 940( “" Yes its allright but it sometimesg gets a bit monotonus 
with the same dances "¢ 


Lady (25( " They are allright, abit of a change tp modern dances ". 


(25( Havnt been here much, 3rd. time here in fact, gets you well 
knovm locally ",. 


(35( " Yes I like them, generally see someone you here as well", 
(55( " Yes ita allright lad,makes us live the past over again". 


On passing remark that Mobs Had not heard of some of the dances, 
one gentleman said " Its surprised,you hasnt it ",. 4th, dance from 
finish was the Palais Glide, which danced in modern ball-room 
dancing, but I was assured that it was really an old-time dance which 
had been snatched upon by modern ball-room dancing experts, The 
attendance at the finish of the dance was 140, which the mamager 
said was normal, but it fluzuated week byweek as some of the patrons 
worked ‘shift't duty, sucha as policemen and railway workers. 
The Director announced after the interval " Ladirs and Gentlemen, 

T4ol should like to call your attention to the fact that on March loth, 
we are holding a St. Patricks night dance when you all will get a 
shamrock, Also on April lst. we are holding an April Fools Day 
dance, if you cant take a joke dont come but if you come you can 

Q\S be assured of a gooé time. Have youall got your Questionaire ? 
this is not a stunt but an effort to find out thS poularity of 
oid=-time dancigg and whether you like it and at the same time will 
enable us to give you what youwant. There is a generous cash prize 
for the best explanation, second and third prizes and consolation 
prizes, This is for the organisathon known ap Mass-Observation, whbth — 
study modern social conditions. Anyone can be an Observer, the 
adrpessis onythe questionaire. We hope you will be sporty and fill 
them in and the prizes will be distributed at a dance on April 22nd," 
The dance finished at 11-30, one or two people looking at Mobs, 
Mobs collected His shoeag etc. bidding the manager goof-night. 
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Hed look at. question aire. There were now 5 replies in. 

Stan talked of the South London Dm cer's Association. Now going to 
widen its scope. Daid that more turned up on Sunday than anticipated 
for the meeting. Said they were discussing raising membership to , 
guinea for promoters, and bringing in band leaders at I0/6 and printers” 
and billposters. Thereby if anyone tried to undercut not only would 
they be in bad odour with the other promoters, but th y would be black 
listec by the prénters and would not get their bills done. 

Said tat nearly all bills and posters wege done in either Glouceste 
(by Stroude) or in Leicester (Wilson) and that even if you sent your 
order to a local dealer it would be printed in one of these towns, 

They were going to have a big general meeting later. 


All night dances. 

Obs mentione d that he new that Irish ran all-night dances. Stan said 
they had had one there last 
After the ordinary Old-Time Dance had finished on the Saturday they 
had had an all nicht modern ddnce run by Lenny Haynes. This had been 
by ticket only (2/6), yet before ve dance began there was a queue out- 
side the Pavilioj and extending right round into Talfourd 4d. Chaps 
were selling tickets they md bought outside th’ place for 8/9. 

He got over 480 there. "Gosh I did make some money that night - over 
£I8 inrefreshments. Lenny cleared about £40. The cloakroom extended 
rizht round the balcony. Over 400 3d for that." 


George e 


George there. Had been every Tuesday since he saw Obs. Goes because he 
likes the sociable atmosphere there. Dances with women of all ages - 
senerally choosing them for their dancing qualities, ratier than for 
meee feminine attraction. Danced with girl of 260 whom Obs had danced 
with and complained to Obs about her breath later Said it had made him 
sick; is one thing he can't stand in a young girl*’(George himself has 
very even white teeth). Found out he was 25 (doesn't look it - see 
report). Has 2 sisters. Elder is 30 younger 20. One works as waitress 
at aramount Dance Hall, other as a cleanre at a bank. 


Annettes 


Again came up to Obs with same greeting "Hullo chum". Showed Obs a . 
cutting from S.L.P. which complained about ma ners i:. ballroom today. 


Was going to write in too. Went off in usual vein "He-¢e I am against 


modern dancing - not because I'm an old man. I've been dancing for 40 
years and I've always been against the modern style. There is no 
etiquette today. A girl doesn't get a dance if she goes without a 


Regkham Pavilion. A.H. At 

i \a | 

Avryived 8.16 p.m. Ordinary night. Went up to office. Be.) 
Stan there with Mr Sheffield. #8 


year (in January). On Jan 22nd or thereaboufs 
i 


partner, due to this modern selfish idea of always dancing with the - 
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f saiie partner. I have had girls come up and ask me to teach them the 


» The modern people can't dance a waltz. Modern dancing is not dancing 


getting hold of the steps. Does she prefer this toomodern dancing? Yes 
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waltz. I had four the other evening.(Meaning old-time dances of course) 


But walking up and down." 


a on | 


Similar commentary on modern dancing given by the touple from Blackheath 
The man is about 60 and his wife 55 and they have t& en coming since 
1902 ‘see other report). Both complained th.t in modern damming you 
don't have to follow the msic (if they have really seen much modern: 
dancing - which is doubtful - this is probably due to a misconception 
of double time)the man summing it up by saying that in modern dancing 
the music has to follow the dancers and _ not vice versa, as in Old- 
Time. 5; | 2 

They talk about the place in 4urndall's time. Say thst then they 

used to have some dances thatbthey dén't have now -thinks it is 

because the M.C. doesn't know them. Then they used to have more set 
dances - quadrilles, ete. They also used to have a set programme 

which they did every week with t e exception of one or two dances 

which were: kept a@pen and were varied every week. Say that they prefer 
@1d-Time to modern because everyone im the room is doing tie same thing. 


Before interval counted 49 women and 40 men. 
A sample count of the women dancing showed that of 28 women on the floo 
T9 had afternoon frocks on. 


Danced with girl in blue spotted afternoon frock. Height c 5'3" and 
dark hair and complexion. Speaks in nasal accent - sounds 'common! 

to Obs. Ask her if she comes here often (she does). Says she does. 
Does’she like Old Time? Oh yes but she can't do many of them. Why is th 
that? Does she find tlem hard? No only she thinks she is just slow in 


because of the atmosphere here. She thinks that people more friendly 
here. They have Sunday dances here don't they? Oh yes but she thinks 
they're awful. She came one week but didn't stay more than an hour. 
Said the people were ‘an awful rouch lot’. 


Have a chat to the fireman superintendent. Ask him if A.R.P. is giving 
him much extra work. Oh yes. Thinks it will grow even more. ‘+s bound 
to, because the govt. behind it and they are sure to make a big job of 
it. tay | 
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| 
of the Newte Musical Society. | 
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Modern Dance. 8 = I2- 


Firts dance began 8.20 (Q.S) At 8.25 there were 6 women and 2 men in the 
ballroom all over 40. ) 


Band. : 
& piece - drums, piano, sax (clarinet), sax (tenor and alto), trumpet, 
Band in blue short coats with light blue lapels. Music stands in blue. 


Crowd e ) | 
Mixed middle and working class. Total of 230 at peak time, about 2/3 | 
ipo men. Obs couldn't do count but majority were @f women were in evening 
é,gdresss whilst all the men exclucing those on the committee of the N.M.S. p+, 
wrere in lounge suits. : 


Dances. Obs counted I5 of these. Fisures for the remainder missing but about 32 
20 dances in all :- 


LeQed 9. Paul Jones 
L%* Celede 10.Waltz, Old Fashioned. 
3eW. tis Interval 
Sime ole Liemker ele 
5 eQede I2.W. 
6eW. 1Z.Combination of LeWe ,CeoTe PoP e GP eGo 
TeQede T4.Hlimination Spot F.T. 
8eSpot W. I5. Veleta, Polka, St.Bernard Waltz, Military 2-step 


Conversations, etc. 

(eS _I- Obs danced with girl middle class about 25, blue evening frock. Obs 
asked her what she thou ht of the place. Said it was her first time there: and 
that she had often passed it on the bus. She remarked on the number of women 
in excess of men and added "But I suppose it is a girls thing really". Says 
she goes dancing a lot (she was a nice dancer obs thought but whilst she felt 
very light and was easy and graceful as a partner watching her later obs. 
noticed that actually she danced with a marked stoop forward. Surprising 
that this did 't affect her dancing). 

0 | 
2e Obs danced with another partner, Dating class and very poor dancer. Af 
After the first dance she walked off the floor althought there was aéhe usual 
reapeat¢w'Said it was her firts time here. Talked of OLd Time Dancing and 

T<09she asked what they did. Said she did some Irish dancing. (This partner about 

35). Ft 


‘ 


3. Partner 3 for No.6 waltz. About 5'7" rotten dancer. Talk of floor ete, 
Says she comes from up north. Obs says so too and she remarks that she had’ . 
thought he wasn't a Londoner. Says she comes from Redcar. Has been here about 
4 mo ths. Likes it. Something to do at the weekends here - specially sunday . 


4. Overheard girl to fellow in c owd "Hullo. How are you? The annual 
re~union eh?". They lauch. 


Asks him what he 


MA 5. “enny Haynes is M.C. Comes over and chats to obs 


~~ ae wt * 


the 


it [Sus 8+ Crooner. Lenny introduced obs to him and crooner treated obs and 


tep 


P34 7. Had a raffle for a peading lamp. Also 6 spot prizes given away during 


: 5. — ie 
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thijeks of the crowd and doesn't he think that Lenny's ‘boys and girls' are 
nicer. Obs agrees most sincerely. Lenny says he will have to be careful 
what he puts on with this crowd. 


6. After the olc fashioned waltz obs is in balcony with Lenny and crooner 
(see below) when chap of about 65 truns to Len.y and says "That was the best 
dance of the evening. That is real dancing. Not like this modem stuff". Goeg 
on in usual vein about the paucity of steps and the monotony of modern, laek 
of skill of the dancers etc, s 

Whe: he has gone Lenny turns to obs and tells him that he thinks that 
these people (like the Tues and Sat Peckham crowd) oppose modern dai.cing se 
because they don't like to feel that they are getting old and are being 
caught up b: the young people. So whereas when they w ere youn# they danced 
what was modern then, now they decry it. Obs agrees. 


hhe evening. 


Lenny to a drink. *enny said cr. had come here to try a few numbers and see 
if he gould thus get a few jobsthrough the gociety. Obs thought he hada 
good voice and said so. Talked about his job. He only came for his own 
benefit tonight so he couldn't get any money for it. Is a rivet maker for 
aircraft parts in Deptford. Works for regular wage and has been getting lot 
of overtime lately. Says that for croonong he will get fom 7/6 to I0/- a 
night. Is useful monev for him. Tells of how he was at a dance the other 
night and got a bit tipsy and started scat singing. Had all the crowd doing 
it as wezl by the time he got going properly. Amused him very much. Said tha 
he didn't k.ow any music. Bought song book of jazz lyrics every month and 
learned the tunes that way. Some of the tu*es hepickec up from the wireless. 
words 
He picked up all the tunes that way. Asked how many tunes he learnec a year 
he couldn't say. 
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1/6- 8: ‘ed 11.306 ' 


Usual nrogramme of 0O.T.D. with bar and special crazy features. Notices reve 
reversed. "Licensed Bar" put in the ballroom indicating the Tucor Lounge. 
Clock mut back. Spot prizes of Pair of Kippers, Turnip in a chocolate box, C 
etc. . 

Posters were written with the lettering askew. 

In two of the 4n~cas four tickets were circulated. Those holding the 
tickets at the end had to take part in competition. (i.e. one ticket for 
& couple, so 8 in comp.) 

First Competition. 

Two rows of 4 chairs. Partners had to sit facing each other aid at 
given signal they had to feed each other with a banana. First gent .nd lady 
to finish (riot necessarily partners) won the prize. 
Second Competition. L4 
Competitors had to sit in a rwo facing the dowd and each given a 
battle of milk. First to finish won prize. 


‘umber present. Men About I70 (figures can be got from %tsn) 
Set of Lancers doze in wrong order. 


Counte Women in evening fracks 57 


4 a% " ' sfternoon " 22, 
Fy 
Conversation with chap from Blackheath.(Aged 65) h 
Css C. "Do you think this beats modern dancing?" O' 
Obs. "I don't know really" 
Cc "Well they have to do it in sequence. In modern no two couples do 


alike. You have to lear. it (old time) to be able to do ite" 
Obs "So you do with modern" 
CC 6©"'Youtll find no two couples who do #6 a modern waltz alike. They don! | 
evem Know what the steps are.". 


" ‘ 
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"Jitterbug" at Peckham, 


| 3% Girl about 20. Has been attending there ever since Obs went, regularly 
ye| On Tuesdays, less regularly on Sat. Was off ibl for a time. 

Appeared with engagement ring this week. Has come with 'the toy friend! 
On most occasions but this time without him. Obs has dance with her in an 
excuse me. 

Obs. "Have you been coming here often?" 

G "About 9 years". 

Obs. "Do you do modern as weél?" 


G Si{il gay I .do". 

Obs "Do you go dancing a lot?" 

G "About 4 or 5 nights a week". 

Obs "Where - Locarno?" 

G "Sometimes. Sometimes to the places round about - different places". 


LYS Obs "When do you go to the Locarno?" 
G "On Fridays". 
Obs "It amuses me to watch them truckin' there. Do you truck?" 


G "lias 689." 

Obs "I'd like to but can't." 

G "Oh it's easy" 

Obs “Is it?" 

G "Sure. You just wagsle your feet, shake your stomach, and wave your 


arms! (She demonstrates in between dances on the floor) 


She is working class, apparently sophisticated,has hair dressing changed 
regularly (Obs thinks; has had 3 styles since he has been coming. Latest is a 
halo of ringlets round the head.) Black hair, height about 5'6" (Soy friend 
over 6'), slim,rather coquettish. 


on! | 
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"Sailor Jack" comes up stairs to balcony whilst Obs sitting there and im ‘**:\ 

> passing on the way to the bar calls out "Come and have a wine". Sailor Jaek 
is about 55, very broad shouldered, thick-necked,height about 5'5", fat facet 
Ysually wears blue serge suit (single breasted) no waistcoat, belt and braces 
tofether ( pants not eut for belt which he wears prominently round waist - 
a thick leather one with a metal buckle). eso 
Obs follows him to bar where he treats him to a bitter, has one himself, 
treats another fellow to a mild, and 'Old Lil' and a friend to gin and limes, 
Jack dri.ks off his. Talks about the navy - he was in it for 2I years, about. 
LO of which in the submarine service. Relates how he hadn'tbeen in the navy 

'5 minutes! before he had got himself IO days for hitting a chap with a 

Shovel. Says that the sub service was tough in those days. He finishes “hie 
bitter anc after exchanging banter with the two women in charge of the bar 
(both about 55-60) he goes off leaving the four of us drinking. 


Obs chats to the other chap. He is aged about 35, about 5'5", blue suit, 

fat cheeks, and inclined to fatnesse He is present every week. Obs remarks or 

this and he says that he has been coming for 3 years now. 

C&SObs "Do you like modern?" : settled 

M "Well I went to one 6 months azo and strained a muscle. That finished me. 
Not as gain. u 

Obs (laughing) "What were you doing - the Big Apple?" | 

M "No the Military Tw Step. Down I went. Half way through the evening - 
half way through my evening anyway. I didn't get there till about 9,30 
and it finished at I2. No the only modern I like is private dances. There 
you get a bit of séciability. But these Saturday night affairs! What I 
don't like about modern dancing is the monotony. You have the foxtrot, 
the slow foxtrot, the quiekstep, the waltz, and perhaps a tango, and 
t at's the lot. Half of them can't spell it, let alone do it. Here you 
can be séctlable. There's a chap that comes here on Saturdays. He comes: fr 
from Barnet - is it Barnet? Near West Hem Way; anyway. Well he leaves her 
at II and doesn't cet home till . That's all he comes for - the sociab- 
Llity." 


59° 


——— — 


Whilst Obs in the office chap who ran the Newlands Music Soc. Dance comes 
in and changes his shoes. His wife and a friend and his wife also come in. 
They all go out except first chap and he turns to Obs. | 
"Yell the bar's open anyway. I'll do all my da cing in the bar. She(i-.e. p 
his wife) says I've got to be ready. But that's where we do most of it¥(i.e. "3 
the bar). (He grims at Obs). | 
He igs about 50, lower middle class. 


—————————— 


Piss of 55 (8'3"SLightly hunch backed, grey hair. Dressed in afternoon | 

POCK) « ; 

Dance an excuse me (ladies'). Obs is standing watching the dancers, making 

no attempt to join in. First tume half over when the woman, who has been | 

watching Obs closely, comes over to him and says | 
"Would you mind giving th s one to your auntie, dear?"(She smiles at him) | 
Obs "Certainly" 


W “I expect you'll be picked up by a young flapper soon so I won't be 
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be bothering you long." 
* Obs "There's a bis crowd here tonight isn't there?" 
) oe w "Yes dear." 
sha Obs is excused and she desii't ask him for another dance. 
ef 


— one ——_— me a 2 
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Mt°Lenny Hay es is there with a girl of 26 (Lenny is 28). Obs goes over for 
a chat and Lenny asks him to join them in a drink. Lenny tells obs that he 
H€Se has just co.e along for a look round. 
Ut "It's funny how you meet people. You know Alec, I didn't know this young 
iy lady till tonight. We were getting off the tram when a drunk jostled us 
together and we got talking. Surprising isn't it?" 


‘ 


Later out of the girl's presence Lenny gives Obs more details. Girl had 
been sitting opposite Lenn: in the tram and he had thought he would like to 
know her. Well when they had been getting off the car this drunkhad jostled 
them and Lenny had take thr onnortunitv to stert a conversation. This had 
resulted in his bringing her along here. He had first taken her to see the . 
dances at Stones (Lenny has a dance there on Tuesdays of course). Then he 
had brought her here. 
she is (obs thinks) pretty and intelligent. Sit tal:king wih her at the tabl 
She drinks sherry (Refuses a second glass) whilst Obs and Lenny drink bitter 
Soemone treats Lenny to second glass so he comes over to the table with 3, 

I for Obs aid 2 for himself. Says he can't drink that too. Will obs have ite 

) Obs can't drink it either so they leaveit. (For most of conversation see 

1cre = ~=—s separate report). Girl works in Oxford St in the English Boot CO (Obs thinks 

L «6|)«6this the name). It is a branch of Dolcis bit she savs they don't like the 

) prblic to know that. All ask how old the other is and Whus find she is 26 
and Lenny 28. She talks of the family who run the Dolcis business. Very 
nasty bits of work apparently. ‘Yyhen the shop hears that Mr. -- is goinz to 

axg° down Oxford St that day there is a scuffle to get evrything absdlutely 
faultless. Se will gopast in the car and will later phoie the shop to say 
that there is @ shoe out of place in the window. 

She talks of her family. Her mother was pure Italian and sie has a great 

admiration for her. Apparently her mother is abroad but will be home fro 

a few months soon. She comesto England evry year. “irl says se doesn't 

worry about her mother. She knows she is happy. Won't see much of her when 

she does come here &iywaye ‘J 
, | Lenny talks of the I.R.A. outrages. Relates how recently a bus conductor had 
ioe YCheard a ticking from a parcel. So he told the driver to drive to the nearest 
ae | police station. He didn't tell the passengers anvthing. ‘vyhen he had gone 

right off the route and reached a police station he dashed in with the pares 
and put it in a bucket of water. When they opened it they found that it was 
a hoax - an alarm clock packed round with shavings. But Lenny said that 
| Man had taken his life in his hands. Lenny viwwed I.R.A activities with 
- @oneern. Thought that one could not really feel safe these days withtheir — 
activities. Obs asks Lenny if he is still off work.(See separate report for 
rest of conversation) | 
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Drunk chap starts a row with a policeman who is attending the dance. The 
drunks friend, a Scotch chap, gets rea v to fight the policeman. Latter 
starts getting his coat off in the balcony, whilst his wife restrains him. 

WiDrunk restrains the Scotch chap. Lenny goes over and asks them to stop. 
Says that they are being fools. They have to admit they have a good time *' 
here dont they? Well then why are they thowing away the opportu ity. the: mans 
ager here wont stand for that so t of thing and they will only be chucked om 
Lenny tells obs to go and get Stan whilst he continues to remonstrate with 
the chaps. Obs goes amd cetg Stan. Can't find him, and when he returns to 
tell Lenny he tellstobs to wait while he loks. He goes off and Obs stands 
by the chaps. Chap who is drunk asks obs why he is standing there. ls it 
anything to do with ohs? "No" "Well piss off then". Obs waits and chap again 
tells him to"piss off". Asks obs what it has to do with him. What side is 
he on. None, he is a pal of the manager. Oh then he is on a side. Other chap 
stands there giving obs looks which indicate that the drunk chap is not 
really to be bothered with. 
This ca itinuss till the return of Lenny who brings the other party in the 
strugzle. Obs goes and sets Stan. When he returns Stan raises his voice and 
Says that he has been mamager here three years and las had no trouble here 
in that time and doesn't intend to start now. If they won't be quiet - well 
out they go. Calls them in office to talk it over. Later transpires that the 
drunk who, to use hsi own words is not "an habitue of the place" had made a 
faux pas with the policeman's wife and the Scotchchap had tried to fight for 
him in consequence. 
This the first instance obs has seen here of drunkenness. 
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O45 Talked with chap of about 3°. He is there fairly frequently - fair hair, 
© fair complexion, glasses, white teeth,dressed in sports jacket, bagry flannel 
* which showed his socks, black shoes covered in dust. 
Obs said to him 
"T've not seen you here for some time" ; 
MW "Well the same goes for you if it comes to that." | 
Ob "Yes I wasn't here for about 3 weeks a fortnight or so ago, but I have*bee 
the last couple of weeks. Have you been soing to other places then?" 
M "Yes. I go to Welling,Beckenham, and other places;@lapham - but I beléeve 


"Ho many nights to you go a week then?" (it's finished now"). : 
M"Oh it just d pends. Some néghtés I may go only once or twice - on others 
weeks 


4 or 5 times to make up for it see". | 
O "Do you do any mocern then?" 
M "No (shakes head firmly) Modern dancing - I just have no time for it. I 
can watch this all night and get p.easure from it, but not modern." 


Later in the evening (c IIpem) a girl in a purple frock reaching just below 
the knees, fat, with plump legs fully displayed, fell over with her partner 4 
R4¢at the end of a dance. ™’o chans necrr lsug ed uproariously at this, while 
the chap and girl blushed deeply. About half the people Jaughed at this. 

Obs went over to chap mentione d above and in jocular manner remarkec on the | 
danvers of old time dancing. Thap - to obs surprise - was annoyed, and said | 

"They've been to trip that girl up all evening. If that's thefr idea of a | 
joke I don't think much of them She's a good dancer that girl". 

Obs "You think they did it on purpose then?" 

M "Certain. They must have done. She's a good dancer that girl is." 

Obs "Sow did they do ite? I didn't see it myself." 

M "I was just by them when it happened. One of them put his foot out - he | 

must ave done. Well that-f4ntshes-me- that's good enough for me. I | 
don't come here no more. There are plenty of other places I can go to and | 
have a good time —- plenty." | 

Obs ‘Theat are these other places like? Are they as bie as this?" 

M " No I shouldn't say soe This is about the biggest (ponders) yes about 
the biesest. This has the nicest floor I should say." 

Obs "Do they all have similar dances to here or is there much difference?" 

M "Oh noe Pretty much the same everywhere I should say. 
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Little friend of the Scotch girl. : 
WeAged 2bout 40, black hair, dark complexion, height about 5'. : 


She is the one who goes to Scotch dances on other evening (Sat). Obs asks 

her if she has done any dancing over the Easter weekend. Did she go to Scotcl 

dances. 

"No. 1 was here last Saturday.." . 

O "How often do you so then?" 

W "About @wice a week now. I used to go much more - 5 and 6 nights a week 
once - but I don't go so often now," 

O "Didbh't you get féd-up with it?" | : 


" 
" tet +ovea it It'd do the same now if I could. It was different dancing 
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each evening." (She has previously told Obs that she does modern as well) 
O "Huve you far to come?" 7 
W "Z Live out at Wimbledon Park - do you know it?" 
nel O "Not very well. It's nice out there though isn't it? I think “utney Heath 
is the nicest place I've struck in S.London" 
W "Yell I live not very far from there”. I get a train into town and then 
go out on the Bistrict Line." 
O "So it is really as quick for you to go to town as to come hers?! 
bee W "Oh yes. Quicker really". 


ee ~— - oo, — = o 


3 Working ch ss girl. Aged c 20. Height 5'3" Speaks with thick voice - rathe! 
Ss aderoidish. | : 
She excuses obs in an excuse me. 
0 "Hullo. VY at did you do with yourself over “aster?” 
W "I went away - not ou of London. I stayed with a friend in Dulwich.#® had 
a nice time.Did you?" 
"Yes thanks. I had a friend up from home and was showing him the sights". 
"Oh don't you come from Londo n then. I thought you .did." 
"No - Liverpool." 
"Oh," : 
"Not many here tonight are there?" 
"No I expect they are all skint after the hohidays." 
"Yes. It's too warm to be dancing anyway". 
"Yes it is isn't it". 
"Do you do a lot of dancing?" 
"No not much," 
"Modern?" 
"No not since I came here. “hey're nice here". 
| "How often do you go then?" 
2 | WW “Twice a week here." 
O "Don't you go anywhere else then" | 
W"No. You see my best friend doesn't dance at all, otherwise I might.So I 
only come here on Yuesdays and “aturdays." 
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U , 4 Mr Potton. os 
93 George took Obs into the 'local' for a drink and in the bar was Mr Potton 
with two of the band (they always go out in the interval). Obs chats to 
George about his girl friend. George says she thinks he is at work tonighte 
Says that he really keeps on with her out of 'dog in the manger' feeling. 
He hasn't got a real pal he can go out with at nights and so i. he packed'd 
with her he would miss com any. If he had such a pal he would pack in straig 
away.. Obs apologises for not having been able to meet G's family the other 
night. Said he had forgotte. the number and had tried every house from 25. 
Left a note in @3 and when he got home found that it was 23. George says 
cll at first that he can't remember what night it was and then he recollects 
: because he remembered that that night (3.4.39) they had got a new carpet 
downe | | 
Obs sees Mr P and calls out to him "How ié your wife now, Mr Potton?" — 
P. "Not so good. The doctor told her this week that he should really have — 
i kept her in bed for 3 months but he knew she wouldn't have done so so he *% 
: didn't try. I can't make out what is wrong. He said it was bronchitis ang ~ 
muscular rheumatism, but there is something alse and I don't think he knows: 
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what is wrong. I've not been able to get him on his own to have a chat to him 4 
George "Some doctors won't tell you what is the matter and some don't know." 0 
P. "Yes that's so". ‘i 
G "Etyelvhat doctor is it? Is it Dr. ---?" ‘ + 
P "No Dre==-" | > Ms 
G "Oh Dr.--- treated my mother for the complaint you mentioned and he tried + 
something for it but it did no good. So he's sending ier to the hospital _— — 
for the X-Rays now." a 
P "Yes. I think myself that the trouble i the heart. Her mother went off 
549 With that, and I think she will be like her. She'll just go off"(he makes 3 
an expressive gesture with his hands). I was thinking of spfritual healing," P 
G "Oh are you a spiritualist? My people are too." a 
P "yes. I've seen some wonder ul things with it." ; 
G "Yes. Can't you get er to go to a healer". 4 
P "No that's the trouble. "'e used to live next door to one, but we've moved «7 
now." . 
G "Yell can't you get her to come over and see your wife?" Le 
P "No you see her nights don't coincide with my nights - that's the trouble." n 
G "Can't you get ier across to her then?" ‘ 
P "No. She can't go out at nights." c 
G "Vell can't you get a home circle together?’ r 
P 'There again is the trouble. I'm not free at nights." e 
\ eae’ pity" 


"The doetor as told }er she must do no work - to the wife of a working man 
too (Che grix aces)S he is not to get up before [0.30 in the morning and is t| 


th 


to take it easy. think it 1s heart myself. 

G "What are you - a Yr ¢ (Uses two terms which obs 
has fergetten. Senme is that one is merely passive w ereas the other is 
active). 

P. Answers to the pas 


passive. "But I have a touch of the healing power myself 
and I think I Could eas ily develop it. I've seen some wonderful tures donee 
The e was a woman of 30 who had been blind sihce she was I7 = totally in. one | 
eye. With the other Pt could just distinguish light from dark. Well she went) 
to the hopital for -ears. They tried to dilate the pupil of the eye wiich.. *: 
could just distinguish light from dark, but there was nothing doing. Well the 
took her alo to --- (He mention the name of the woman he use to live near 
and after 4 visits she could see to thread a needle. Yes I'i'e seen some 
wonderful things. . 
I think Teould develop the healing power. I have hadone or two small : 
successes. In the first place my wife used to be troubled with stomach pains. 
she got them in India. Well I was in bed with her one night when she was 
taken ill with these pains. .ow the only thing that would do any good was' 
a drop of hot gin - rea ly hot. Medicine wouldn't touch it - only hot gin. 
Well of course we hadn't anything like that in the house. I aly there thinkin 
and then I put one hand on her shoulder and laid the other on her stomach. 
I sent up a praver. S ddenly a column of ames appeared and it parted in the 
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middle to reveal the head of a Persian. I knew it was a Persian because of 
his headress. I said’ 'Thank you f iend' and the column formed again and the 
vision disappeared. In 4 minutes she was better. > 


Anot. er small suvcess I had was when I was serving in the shop. That wes 
before I had this JOD. I vas behind the counter and there was & pram there » 
with a baby in it. The mother was doing some shopping and !.ad left it there, 
Well it got a terrible attack of whooping couzh. Someone said 'Can't SOMeOnes 
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do something with this child. It is choking.*® Well I came from behind the ee 
counter and put one ha.d behind its back and laid the other on its chest with 
my fingers like this (He shows his fingers in a claw like formation - the »*' 
tips being placed on the chil s breast. I sent up a prayer to have power to 
heal the child and the coushing stopped almost at once. Then my hand ape Bote 
to go round and round and the child coughed up right over the f-ont of the: 
pram and lay back smiling. The woxan came up to me and said 'VYhat did you 
do to the child?! I said 'Me nothing?! She thought I was being funny and said 
'What did you do to it just now?' YI said'oh stopping the cough you mean?- tf‘ 
didn't do that.*® She looked at me as though I was mad. 'I didn't d> that © 
said. Have you never heard of Spith healing? Tt didn't do it. The spirits did. 
She stilT@looked amazed. 'Well I wish someone would ® something for my asthm 
'That can be done too' I said and gave her the address of this woman - only 
a few doors away. But she never turned UD. 
Yes that's why T feel sure there won't be a war. So don't you be afraid. Ther 
yon't be one. Last February (1938) I was telling people about the Sept. crisi 
and telling them not to worry - there wouldn't be a war. It would come pretty 
near it, but there wouldn't be a war. At Christ massI was saying there would 
be a crisis this March and thst it would not mean war. That has been said by 
Stver Silver Cloud and Grey Wolf, vthe chief spirits of Hannen Swaffer's 
circle. So don't you worry. They said that there would be no big.wars. They 
said that none of the people there would see any big warse And what's more 
they said that by the end of this month Hitler would not be where he is. The 
same for Mussélini too. By the end of this week tiere will have been a pretty} 
close attempt on his life - it mightn't succeéd mind you, but they won't | 
trouble us much." 
Later obs asked George what he tioght about spiritualism. 
George "I elieve in it. I have never studied it earnestly so I Bbven't seen 
any proofs myself but I firmly believe there is something Ln ite” 
Obs "Is it common in Wales then?" 
G "Oh yes. There is a lot of it. It is a small town see and everyone knows 
everyone ele." a 
Obs "Oh there is a lot in your village then George?" ) 
G "Oh yese You see with everyone knowing everyone else they make a habit of 
ite We go round to your house to develop on Mondays, you come to us on Tuesé' 
we all go to Mrs Jones on Wed. Like that see. I must try to get my people. 
along here some ni-ht to meet the old colonel (Potton). They don't know a- BOW 
here and it would give them somewhere to go. They could go to his house tot 
develop. My father once was in the case when he heard a voice say 'Get hold 
each side! He did so and the case stopped suddenly. If he hadn't had hold he 
would have been thrown out." 
Obs. "Of course they have no doors on the cages do they?" 
G "No only bars across." 
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Count (inaccurate in total but pretty accurate in proportions) 


Age Groups. Men 
Up to 15 - 
N eal 15 = 20 - 
vo. 20 - 30 3 
20 = 40 9 
40 = 50 7 
50 & over 5 
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Stan told Obs that he kept a separate record of the dances eac 
copied out from Mr. ?'s notebook, so that any négkt that he w.nted to 


know why they had not had a certain dance for a long time #*hey he could 
keep a check on P. if he should say that they had had it. 
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ghould have done it. But everyone is so friendly here and they made me 
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Obs remarks that G doesn't appear to take any interest inrkodern dancin 
G agrees that he doesn't. Why is that? Is it because he doesn't like 
the steps or is it the people he finds different. 

G says that it is the people really. "You have to be a good looker and 
be able to dance well to have a good time at a mo ern dance. Per-tast 
You have to be witty and make witty remarks when you say something - ye 
you've got to be popular to have a good time. The crowd is cliquy too." 

But here he likes it. The crowd are easy to get on with. Says that he 
prefers the crowd that came last Tue and will be there next Tue. Misses 
a girl of 22 he took home 4st week. Says that he is sorry he didn't 
wait for obs. “e asked her if he could taxe her home and she said that 
she was with her mother. He went to the cloakroom thinking it was all o 
off but she came along and said she would go with him if he wanted. So 
he walked out just behind her mother. Her mother got on a bus and G. 
thought 'Oh tiis must be a long way.' Well they didn't get on a bus, bu 
walked and walked. It was a long way. He asked her how old she was and 
she said 22. He said he didn't believe her and she didn't seem too | 
pleased at that but he changed the subject. He reckons she is about I[8. 

Talks of another girl he met there. She was there tomight. Says that 
she told him that her husband was in hospital. He has been there ever 
sance they were married a year ago. G. says he is disappointed in her 
for he is running around with another man. He doesn't like that. 


Woman in blue frock. Is about 40. Comes regularly. 

Obs asks her for the last waltz and she says that she was just going — 
but cannot refuse him. So they waltz. Obs asks her if she comes regular | 
ly (knows she does) She says yes - Tue and Sat. Has she been coming lon 

"Oh yes. About a year now. That's a long time isn't it?" Obs agrees e 

How did she get in tough with the place? Oh a friend brought her alo 
one night. The next tinc she let her down so she came alone."Wasn't I 
brave. You know I think if it had been a modern dance I don't think I 


feel at home. Now I know lots of people here. e friend came along 
about a moith later to apologise for letting me down. I said 'Oh it's 
all right, I've been'." Obs asksed her if she did any modern. "No l 
think I would be lost at a modern dance. There the time is different. 
I suppose you do a lot?" Obs says yes and talks about the crowd. Se as 
asks him if he is still reporting for the South London Press. ODs says— 
that there has been a rumour going round that he is on the SLP but 1t 2 
is untrue. When sie asks if he went in for the questionnaire comp. She 
says she did and hopes she has won something. Obs says he didn't and 


hopes she is su ecessful. The King and the end of the evening, 
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Dancing. 


of Jrrived 8-15. Saw Stan and Lenny. Paid 2d. Cloakroom. At 8-20 


19 dancers were present. Asked Lenny how business was, said " Rotten, ( 
CeO T cant weigh it up, it must be the crisis ". As Ob went in a qukckstep 

was in progress and there were 5 couples on the floor. ( 
At 8-40 there were 50 present, 30 of ‘them being girls who were wearing, 

©1l2in black dresses, 

4 blue. : 

4 Mauvee 1 

8 in blouse and skirt. 2 

I 


i costume.. 
All the female dancers were under 25 years of age. Girl in group near @b 


took a handkerchief out of a chaps pocket and giving it back to hin, C 
he said " Gerraway, yer wiped yer nose onwit ". A girl whom Ob had seen 
at the Locarno and at other dances, usually in a dirty evening dress C 
( see AGH. report) was there,dressed in a slate- coloured costume . 
C 
Z® - all these girls were working class 
es C 
C4. Partner 20 - Black dregs - brunette. 
le G 
Ob. " Not many here ", Pees 
Bee 
Ge " No : 
G 
Ob. " Are there usually more here ? " 
A 
Ge " Yes, it is a crowded dacs ". C 
Ob. " Are'nt you supposee to be a member to come here ? " : v 
Ee 
Ge * YeS, put I'm not ~« K 
W 
Ob. " Do you go to Rye Lane ". t 
a 
$53 G. " No but my friendsdo ". i 
n 
Partner 2. V 
black dress, was dancing with Ob and trippec once or twice 
and said " I'm such a good dancer " 8 
- 
Obe " Thats quite allright ¥, do you come here often ? " A 
re} 
Ge " No » it is the first time here ", S 
tf’ 
Ob. " Are you a member ? " , 
W. 
Ge"NO, I think you are supposed to pag a 1/- to join ". an 
al 
Ob. " I'm not quite sure ¥, do you go Sunday dancing a lot ? " eo 
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Ge " NOg"- 


Ob. “ What do you think of it here then ? " 
Ge " It seems quite good ". 
Afer the above dance Ob was refused 3 times for the quickstep which 
followed, one result of too much familiarity among the dancers. 
The next dance, a waltz, Ob had witha girl and, 
" Do you like the place " 
Ge " No" accompaniec by a shrug¢g of ithe shoulders . 
Ob. " Why ". 
Ge " I dunno, I think it must be the pepple who come here ". 
Ob. " how long have you been coming here ? " 
Ge " I have been here about three times ". 
( Ob. " Are you a member ? " 
Ge " No, not just now, [ have'nt renewed my card for 2 weeks ", 


At the interval which started a} 9-55, 43 people were in the tea room 
23 of them being women and 20 men. 


: Ob was stood at the tea-room counter and a chap came up to anotner oas 


stood there and said " She wants a Swiss roll and the other says gx¢g 
Kjgvisé you know what she wants ", pause, " Jessie saye you know what she 
wants ", the other chap said " Yes, I know what she wants but it is not 
the time and the glace ". Ob went in the gents and there was Magy not 
any toilet paper aid there was no catch or handle on the door, Ob went 
in the tea-room and askec the women there for some toilet paper, could # 
not find any and gave Ob part of the " Evening News! saying, " Can 

you make that do, I will mention it to Stan when he comes , 


In the dance hall were 5 women and 10 chaps and a chap was larking 
about on the drums, Stan coming in 5 mins after telling him ti stop ite 
As Ob was sat near the entrance 2 women came in andsat on the other side 
ofthe entrance, one of them came up to Ob and askedhin for a light 
saying "ta" after getting one and walked back and stood opposite her 7/7 
friends, one of them saying something whichxOb could not cateh and the o 
other replying " I said thankyou, mind your own business " 
When the interval waltz was announced Ob had been refused 3 times for the 
dance. After the interval, 43 men and 28 women came in the hall, making 
“ya total of 129 patrons. 
jenny about the crowd " I dont know, whats the matter, New Croes Palais 
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is closing down next week and Greenwich Baths also ",. 
Partner 4e 

green dresSe 
Obe " Not many here ", 


Ge " Yes, there were only abou’ 50 here last week ", 


Ob. " Do you come here often ? " 


Ge"'Q@ Yes, I come here every week and have been doing for a good bit now" 


Obe " Do you like the place ? " 

Ge " Yes I do, I like the crowd that comés here ". 
Ob. " Are you a member 7? " 

Ge " Yes, but you can get in if you know a member ". 
Ob. " Do you live round here ? " 

Ge? Way F * 

Obe "' Ohy no particular reasonn", 


Partner 5Se 
| green dresse 


Obe " Poor crowd here". 
Ge " Yea "« 
Ob. " Are there usualzly more here ? " 
Ge " Yés,; it is a poor night, usually get more ". 
Ob. " Do you live locally ? " 
Ge " Yes, at Ca,berwell ". 
Ob. " How long have you been in the dancing game ? " 


Ge i i been here for 2 months nom but I have been dancing since 
I was ee 


Obe Do you like it here ? " 


Ge " Yes, I like the crowd here, they are so friendly with evfyone ak 


w" 
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Ob saw Lenny befor going and he said " We usually get a crowd of anythig 
from 150 to 250 and I dont think we shall pay expences with tonights 

dance ", 


Ob left at ll=- O and the highest no. of the cloak-room (gents) was 70. 
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> owered Frocks. 


‘ ck foundation. 3 evenin”. 5 2fternoon. 
‘Brown foundation. 3 eventngs- afternpoon 
Blue Youndation. 2 afternoon 


Ve: 


Evening frocks with costee. 
Black frock. Yellow coatee I 
n " Flowered " 2 
if 1] Green i 1 
it i! Black ..* T 
" " Petunia " I 
I 
L 
I 
4 


Green " Green " 
Red " Black " 
Egg “hell EeS blue " 
Blue 

Flowered Gold coatee 


Black Frocks. 
Plain bilck 
“WIth white 
With brown 
lace 2 evening 
With russet 
caotee afternoon 
With white coatee afternoon a 
with diaman*e collar I afternoon. With ribbed gold collar I aftn'n 

Other Evening Frocks 
Red I 
Eeg Shell 
blue T 
Royal blue a 
Lace /' Wine 


Afternoon. 
Russet 
Brown 
Red 
Pink 
Blue 
Stripes 
Green 
Petunia 
Blue/white 
Spots 2 ; . 
Flowered I 
Blue/yellow 
coateée f 6 

WIimne { 

Jumper and Skirt ) 

Black skirt/orange jumper I aie, | 
[Slack pie telakurt Ja hite ) vmper / ) E33 


evening I afternoon. 
evening 
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Frocks. Peckham Pavilion. A} Ih 04039 


W e -“private secretary to Sir Henry Lunn, Ltd. travel agents. Aged ¢ 25, 


| 

: pénds £2.10-0 on an evening frock, buying usually two a season. Says that 
he reckons that one pair of shoes will last a season, but it all depends 

S*3n the ensemble the -umber of shoes she will buy. if she wants a pair to 
match a frock she will buy them specially. Pays about I0/- for her shoes. 


yaV il LON. 


Labour Party Dance. (Modern) 


a 728 organised py the local Labour Party in connection with 
celebratilonse 
Obs arrived at about 8.45 and there were only about 20 nhl splat Sh oe told 
obs that dance began at 8.0 and that there was no-one the: till 8.20. | 
stanwas d putising for the MC who did not arrive ‘211 abot Jeo 
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st dancing obs has seen since he was in London. Ages varied (see below 
ven the younger dancers very poor. 3 
e ee & whe 
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Ages grou! ed 3- 
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~—~7 
Interval e | 
Counts showed the following distributions 
' 
Tucor Lounge Men 8 (plus 2 band) 
fomen 22 
allroom en 7 | 
OM@ll 5S _ 
sar Lounge Men 22 
omen 27 
Dresses 
“n 
; Afternoon frocks 3 
y Ao . Hvening frocks le : 


Band.e( The Premier Club ys) 

Diano, drums , double bass » Saxophone, trumpet. 

oax and piano doubled piano accordion. 

Saxe drums, and bass all crooned at different times. Also a girl from 
among the dancers caine and did some, plus doing a trio with sax. and bese, 


Politics. 

On the seats in the interval obs saw a pile of "The Militant” - organ 
of thé I Militant Labour Leesuee 

Obs heard 2 chaps and 2 “girls - all about 20 wxchanging politics1 jokes 
mainly about Witler. Couldn't hear any of the jokes. All these 4 were vepy 
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poor dancers. 
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Iq 125.39 


Conversations. 


I. The agent for the Labour MP told obs that they usually only ran the one 
dance for the yea~ for the party and aimed at meking it a social gathering 
Said that it had no noticeable effect on the attendanee party strength. 


2. Dowprman told obs that it was the worst dame he had seen le re so fir, 
1e Thins the weather may be the reason (it was cold and raining heavily). 


Ww 3e Stan told obs that there was no attempt to make anything for arty funds 


, 
7 


at this dance (but the Mayor's speech - below - contradicts this view). 


For conversations with Casey and Poole see below. 
Mayorgs Speeche 


just before ("I di dn't want to} 
to make a speech but didn't want to 


Made joke on the tune that had bee 
do it") saying that he had been aske 
dO ite : 
This was one year in his life when he was supposed to be free from politic} 
Pgs anc could go any here without hindrance. Sas that ‘ie can therefore usuall# 
speak with the *oice of 240,000 people - there a e that many in Ca berwell§ 
and can say "I wish vou well" with that voice. But tonight he cannot say § 
| that. Hewishes he could. Bui if there were 240,000 in Camberwell willing 
to have improved conditions there would be no need of the Peckham Labour 
Party (applause). | 
Whilst he is not here to put a damper on their enjovment the: must remembe7¥ 
that there are serious things ahead and that they are in a struggle which | 
| means something.(Hear hear). 


oe 
t+ 
oD 
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| Prizese 


034 . Two spo. dances - the spot being chosen from typewritten instructions in 
scaled envelopes. The prizes for these were two 2/6 boxes of Cadbury's 
for the ladies and two packets of 50 Players medium for the men. 

Also a raffle for a cakestand (two tier with chromium frame). 
> 

Balloons. 

Released afte the interval. Ail red. 


Lamb eth Walk. na : 
Wg Done normally first, then slow motion, them Viennese Valtz time, then | 
“s men without women acting as though they had them, then fihally to double % 
time. 24 couples up for this. 


Band , ' 
For the last dance but one two of the baid came down and danced. All plé¢ 
played the last two dances - waltz and q/s. At end of waltz sax came to t& 
mike "Ladies and gentlemen, befere we play the last dance this is Reg eee . 
and his band saying good night. We hope you have enjoyed dancing to our 


5 
ws > dak: 
? ke . : en tout : 
See ee aly aa € prey, wy eal + 
OOOO not ely fi eh eye! Ne ee wean 


am -a ilion. Labour Party Dancée AX 


music as much as we have enjoyed playing to you. Good night. 
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Play last q/s and then finish. King not played. 


Dances aftev mterval ( 10-45 -!2) 
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Matton (Bakrwe  tey) Pee 1. 5.39. 


and modern da sper (Sec. Deptford Gardens) 

2 Yhite hair, false teeth, weathered complexion. 

He opened conversation with obs at the bar, asking him why he wasn't 
dancing. Said that he did a lot of dancing, both o-.d time and modern. He 
reckons to @m to at leats I50 dances a year, sometimes 200 and has done 
200 « 

Obs asks hm whether he gets fed up with this. He says not. Volunteers 
informat.on that he spent £25 for a course of lessons at Piccadilly. 
Mentions the name of the principal an’ his*assistant."I spent 2 evenings 
walking along a 9' board = contra body movements. Cost 5/=-$ a night but it 
was useful. It is all right if you have the money to do it with. I know 
that the mayor of Deptford haps the ballroom championship for several 
years in succession, and won several Suropean Championships. If one can 
do it another can.” 

Said that he could go down a ballroom crossing his ‘eet quicker taan 
anybody. He has won TOO ) ydserecently. 

Says that he comes here for modern and old time. Goes all over. the place 
dancing (mentions Locarno, New Cross, Dulwich Baths y Cricklewood, Astoria 
and others). Lies modern dancing better for dam ings sake but thinks that 

ig a much more sociable atmosphere at old time. Says most modern 
are "cliguy" though he admits tere are exceptions to thise 
awoman, ~esumably his wife, aged about 50, who mentions drink 
vs it warms the blood, and winks at obs. 
inks him a 0: it of an asse When he dances he is very U 
ns accomplished. He can't even spin correctly in an 
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Peckham Pavibion 
Literature 


PECKHAM PAVILION: 


THE SOUTH LONDON PRESS 


Tuesday, January i PELE RE: 2 


The polka, cotillion. and waltz siasted aes fox-trot, : lues and. tango at an old-time sane held 

at the Peckham Pavilion on Saturday. The Mayor of Camberwell, Councillor J. H. Round, chats 

to Mr. F. Goodwin, who is still dancing at the age of. 73, Fhe Mayoress (white gloves) enjoys a 
joke with’Mrs,. gegen : 


* 


AFTER 17 YEARS, 
MAYOR DANCED 
THE LANCERS: 


W HEN Councillor J. H. Round, Camberwell’s Mayor, accompanied .. 
by the Mayoress, went to the Old Time Dancers’ Association’s 
ball at the Peckham Pavilion on Saturday, he jokingly asked some of » 


the other people to dance in the next room while he danced the 
Lancers. 


“it is 17 years since | did the lancers. We are not on view,” he said. 

“We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves;’ he told the South’ London Press 
afterwards ‘‘ It reminded me of the old days when I used to take part in old- 
time dances in Greenwich and other parts of South London.’’ 

More than 200 people from all parts of London and. Kent were present. 

Their ages varied from over 70 to eight-year-old Pearl Phillips, of Dog 
Kennel Estate. East Dulwich, who came with her parents. But she wouldn’t 
dance ... she was too shy. 

The Mayor led off with Mrs. Sheffield, wife of the chairman of the 
directors, Mr F. Sheffield, who danced with the Mayoress, after being intro- 
duced by Mr. H. Piper, chairman of the Old Time Dancers’ Association. 

Stars of the evening were 73-year-old Mr. F. W. Goodwin, of Ealing, and 
70-yéar-old Mr E. W. Annetts, of Penge, who have ges dancing old-time 
dances for more than 40 years. 


Appeared In IPPODROM 
BALHAM 


Play After Phone: TULSE HILL 6626 


ALL THIS WEEK: 


"\4 
yi AQ 
\ 


SBBRa : : 
RaANNARAs 


APNOr@aa 


oraoooem 


: tactile 


RRR iit 
NQSAKNA 


Orman 


DBAOK—AANTF 


AanarTwnor 


nseeeuw 


> £<sees 5 


SARERR 
RESSaNs 


nse b Cun 


: 


NARSRRR 
Se2eRAN 
Ao—arNsTH 


ae ee ee 
APrnwor~@® 


Beth S wx 


SEBEun 


MRS it: : 
SRANRAR 


NONOAO— 
_—_—- 
ft =—MS 


Seb Eun 


RRARARS 
SESRANN 
emansne 
(VT MNOMNOSD 
ee 


KARAS : : 
ZRANRAS 


ANAFNOre® 


——ewewerw ewe = 
MOMrDoao—, 

———_— 
ee tata! 


SEBEun 


feeeas 


JRSRRAS 


2SRANARA 


—AINSNHOor 


—e—wer ewe owe 


THorao 
—_ 


; sorry 
. 


eS 


BRa iit 
NSAGARR 


—K—VIATMHOr 


See Lue 


eaannna 
——Twew 


MOM OAO— 


: £ eNOS 
a. a 


len St- Btcn 


> 
: 


RRm it: 
ANNARaRS 


wTwnor Oo & 


DAO KIN 


se VEN SUN O 


nzte-Beuw 


PECKHAM PAVILION, 
Peckham Rd., Camberwell. 


OLD TIME DANCES 
Every Tuesday — I/- 
and Saturday — 1/6 
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TICES, Printers, 11 Oaklands Grove, 
Londen, W.18. 
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OLD-TIME 
DANCING 
All the Year Round 


Vien GanreQNA TUESDAYS §- - - = Ij. 
re > = «+ TA 
(Cohen lab OF el . | 8S Tritt 11.30 P.m. 


Peckham Pavilion (Next to Fire Station.) 
PECKHAM ROAD :: S.E. 5. RODney 4752. 
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Dance and Keep Young ! 
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Two Step 


“« 
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esitation Tango 
inkie One Step 
Barn Dance - 
La Rinka 
Society Fox Trot | 
Delysia Society Tango 
London Tango Eulalie 


Tango Valse Esperano 
Boston ‘Two Step 2 Doris | 
Blue Bird Valse ‘ Imperial Valse ” 
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PECKHAM PAVILION 


BUSES 121, 21, 36. (TAAIS) nia 40, 72, 35, 54, 33. 


GALA- DA NCE 


WHIT MON DAY 


FULLY LICENSED BAR (APPLIED FOR) 


FINISH THE DAY AT THE— 


‘PECKHAM PAVILION 


with the “Rye Lane Dance Band’ 


M.C, LENNY HAYNES and 


FULLY LICENSED BAR 8 ti 11.45 


ADMISSION ONE & SIXPENCE 


NO REDUCED PRICES, by Agreement with the S_L.D.A. 


The Club Press, 103, Clayton Rd., Peckham, S.E.15. New X 4514. 
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‘ST. PATRICK'S 
CARNIVAL 


on Se 


Who will be your 


VALENTINE? 


\3 Come and see at the 


OLD TIME CARNIVAL DANCE - 


On St. Valentine’s Day 
“TUESDAY FEBRUARY 14TH 
ar Tw PECKHAM PAVILION 


Dencing 8-12. Fully Licenced, Adiaiane 
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. “ . 
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: PECKHAM PAVILION LIMITED. 
Peckham Road, S.E.5 (Next to Fire Station.) 


OLD TIME DANCING EVERY TUESDAY @ SATURDAY 
THE O..T. D. A. Announce the official visit of 


His Worship 
The Mayor of Camberwell 


ACCOMPANIED BY 


The Mayoress 
| TO THE 
GIFT NIGHT CARNIVAL DANCE | 
ON SATURDAY JANUARY 14TH 1939. 8 to 11-45 p.m. 
“EVERY PATRON WILL RECEIVE A GIFT.” 
Carnival Novelties, Spot Prizes, Balloons ets. 
EDDIE LEE’S STRING ORCHESTRA 

MLC. MR, W. Potton. Full Licence Applied For 
Rights of Admission Reserved. P.T,O, 
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE 


> O. 7. D. A.’’P 


. 


IF NOT! WHY NOT? 
S YOU NOTHING. 


PECKHAM PAVILION 


' 80 PECKHAM ROAD. CAMBERWELL. S.E.5 


t come to the 
TYLION 


SATURDAY, APRLL IsT. 


(IF YOU CANNOT STAND A JOKE) | 
SPECIAL‘‘ CRAZY’ NIGHT OLD TIME 


CARNIVAL DANCE 


CRAZY SPOT PRIZES ETC, ETC, 


‘Mc. Ww. POTTON — THERE’S NO ‘CATCH’? 


9. | DANCING - 
ion 1/ 6 8.5 p.m. To 11.35 p.m... 
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Printed by Club Bras, 103 Clayton Road, Packham SEIS 


QUESTIONNAIRE. Peckham Pavilion 


Answer each question on a separate sheet of paper. Please 
write on one side of the paper only. 


At the top of each sheet mark clearly 
I. Your name, address, age and job. 


II. The number of the question. (There is no need to copy 
out the question so long as you mark the number 
clearly. 


Question 1. 
Which do you prefer 
(a) Old-Time Dancing, 
(6b) Modern Dancing ? 
Give reasons for your preference. 


Question 2. 
(a) Is dancing your hobby? 
(6) Give a list of your hobbies, in order of preference. 


Question 3. 
What do you like best about Old-Time Dancing 


(a) The steps, 
(b) The music, 
(c) The atmosphere ? 


Question 4. 
What do you like about Modern Dancing 


(a) The steps, 
(6b) The music, 
(c) The lyrics, 
(ad) The atmosphere? 


Question 5. 
What do you think about 
(a) The words, 
(b) The music 
of ordinary American jazz tunes ? 


Question 6. 
Give us your special reasons for coming to this dance hall. Tell 
us what you get out of it and how it affects your life. 


Question 7. 
What do you think is the best improvement that could possibly 
be made to the entertainment value of this dance hall ? 
| [P.T.O. | 


OLD TIME DANCERS’ ASSOCIATION 
WIN ONE OF THESE SPLENDID PRIZES 


We are anxious to find how we can improve the entertainment 
we give you at the Peckham Pavilion. We want you to send in 
your answers to the questions we put to you here. By doing so 
you give yourself the chance of winning one of these splendid prizes. 


1st Prize. For the most sincere and complete reply #1 Is. 
2nd Prize. For the next most sincere and complete reply 15/-. 
3rd Prize. For the third most sincere and complete reply 10/6. 
Consolation Prizes. 

3 Free Passes for every Tuesday in the month of May, 1939. 
3 Free Passes for every Saturday in the month of May, 1939. 


To ensure that we get the fullest value from your information, we 
have asked Mass-Observation—the latest thing in social research 
movements—to study your answers and select the prize-winners. 


If you haven’t seen their work in the papers, or read their 
fascinating book ‘‘ Britain”? by Mass-Observation (Penguin Special 
6d.), you may like to know of the work they are doing. 

Mass-Observation studies modern life. It wants to know just 
what we do—what we think about everything from smoking to 
politics. To find out they employ over 2,500 voluntary Observers 
in all parts of the country, who send in monthly reports on certain 
specially selected topics. They maintain two staffs, one in London 
and one in a typical industrial town—‘‘ Worktown ’—who work 
full-time on research. 


You, too, may become an Observer. There is nothing to pay. 
All you have to do is to drop them a card and they will tell you all 
about it. Not only will you find it interesting, but you will also be 
doing some valuable social work. 


If you want to help in the work, drop a postcard to 
Mass-Observation, 
6 Grotes Buildings, 
Blackheath, S.E.3, 
ana they will tell you all about it. 


And now—let us have your suggestions and criticisms so that 
we may give you even better entertainment. You may be one of 
the lucky prize-winners. 

Read the accompanying questionnaire carefully and send in your 
answers to 

The Manager, 
Peckham Pavilion, 
80 Peckham Road, 
Camberwell, S.E.5, 
not later than Saturday, April rst, 1939. 

Then come and enjoy yourself at the Carnival we are having on 
Saturday, April 22nd, when we shall present the prizes. 

Perhaps you will be one of the lucky ones Andif you are not— 
well drown your sorrows in a grand evening of Old-Time Dancing 


[P.T.O. | 


ee 


m 
PECKHAM PAVILION 


80 PECKHAM ROAD, CAMBERWELL, S.E.5. 


THE 
“Old Time Dancers Association’ 


- — 
— 


Special Carnival Nights 


SATURDAY 426th, 1939 


» JUNE 17th, . 
 - 


: AUG. 19th, » 
; SEPT. 6th, - 


We trust you will all assist in making a real 
success of the above by your attendance. 


ed 


BAND and M.C. - as Usual 
DRESS - SEASONABLE 
ADMISSION . 1/6d 


Summer Spot Prizes 


Full Licence applied for on all the above dates. 


The Club Press, 103, Clayton Rd., Peckham, S.E.15. New X 4514. 


, oe . 

A pt 
a» Oe. 
4 _ 

-. Pa 


“> 


ed hes Fah eg OR RE a 
Re ee AO ee Fl RP 
oe ie 


4 5 yy 
- 7 ¥ 
ioe eat 
Hh voy 


wre 


she ae hs 
ne aie a 
Bai ors 


Bi Ng 
> 


Yule 


ae 
a ot ee. 
” A ees 
™ Loy w £ 


a i a ae ee 


PECKHAM PAVILIONS QUESTIONNATRE. 
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PROJECTED QUESTIONNAIRE 


NAME. Christian Surname 
ADDRESS. 


(If vou do not wish to give the above information would vou 
state vour sex an’? district address” ) 


AGE Under 20 
20 = 25 
26 = 30 
Ii = 
36 - 40 
4I - 45 
46 - 50 
5I - 60 
Over 60 

JOB. 


Please answer the following questions 
Lis De yeu attend this Dance-liall regularly” 


Yes If so fill in the times Afternoon lHEvening 


Ne Mon. 
Tye. 
Wed. 
Thur. 
Fri. 
Sat. 
Sun. 


ap Number in order of importance the reasens why vou come here 


igs Paget 


a) Te dance | 

b) Te watch others dancing 
ec) Te eat 

d) Te listen to the music 

+ Te enjoy the company of others 

f) To make new friends. 


3 Is dancing your hobby? 


4. What other hobbies have you? Gave then in 


including dancing. 
De De yeu cone 


a.) Alone 
bd) With 
4 With 

With 
e) With 


partner 

friend of vour own sex 
party of vour own sex 
mixed party. 


Ppp @ 


6. Number in the order of your preference the following 
dances. 


Blues 
Fex-tret 
Quickstep 
Owing-step 
Truckin' 
Paul- ones 
Military Twe-step 
Palais Glide 
Laabeth Walk 
Chestnut Tree 
Cherrv Hep 
Big Apple 
Waltz 
Veleta 
OFd Fashioned Waltz 
St. Bernard's Waltz 
ng Tange 

Rumba 

Carioca 


If we have omitted any dance which you like please indicate it in 
the same way. Please mark with a cross any of the above which veu 
have not seen danced, | 


“et o—- : 


7.De you like "Excuse Me" dances’? 


8. De yeu dance with the professional partners. 


If so do you dance a) with them regularly (How manv dances 
a night?) 
b) with the same one each time. 


e) with a different one each time. 


De 


What sort of publicity attracted vou to this hall ? 


Talk ef friends 


Posters 

Press advertisments 

Leaflets 

Free-gift offers 

The appearance of the hall outside 
Wireless broadcasts of the band. 


De you like cabarets ? 
If se do you like them 


a) During the intermission. 
b) Whilst dancing. 


What sort of band do you like, 


a) Sweet 
b) ‘Het ? 


What do you like abeut this hall ? 
(Space to be left for comments) 


What don't you like about this hall ? 


(Space to be left for comments) 


OLD TIME DANCERS’ ASSOCIATION 
WIN ONE OF THESE SPLENDID PRIZES 


We are anxious to find how we can improve the entertainment 
we give you at the Peckham Pavilion. We*want you to send in 
your answers to the questions we put to you here. By doing so 
you give yourself the chance of winning one of these splendid prizes. 


1st Prize. For the most sincere and complete reply 41 ts. 


2nd Prize. For the next most sincere and complete reply 15/-. 
3rd Prize. For the third most sincere and complete reply 10/6. 
Consolation Prizes. 

3 Free Passes for every Tuesday in the month of May, 1939. 
3 Free Passes for every Saturday in the month of May, 19309. 


To ensure that we get the fullest value from your information, we 
have asked Mass-Observation—the latest thing in social research 
movements—to study your answers and select the prize-winners. 


If you haven’t seen their work in the papers, or read their 
fascinating book ‘‘ Britain” by Mass-Observation (Penguin Special 
6d.), you may like to know of the work they are doing. 


Mass-Observation studies modern life. It wants to know®just 
what we do—what we think about everything from smoking to 
politics. To find out they employ over 2,500 voluntary Observers 
in all parts of the country, who send in monthly reports on certain 
specially selected topics. They maintain two staffs, one in London 
and one in a typical industrial town—‘‘ Worktown ’—who work 
full-time on research. 


You, too, may become an Observer. There is nothing to pay. 
All you have to do is to drop them a card and they will tell you all 
about it. Not only will you find it interesting, but you will also be 
doing some valuable social work. 


If you want to help in the work, drop a postcard to 


Mass-Observation, 
6 Grotes Buildings, 
Blackheath, S.E.3, 
and they will tell you all about it. 


And now—let us have your suggestions and criticisms so that 
we may give you even better entertainment. You may be one of 
the lucky prize-winners. 


Read the accompanying questionnaire carefully and send in your 

answers to 
The Manager, 
Peckham Pavilion, 
80 Peckham Road, 
Camberwell, S.E.5, 

not later than Saturday, April 1st, 1939. 

Then come and enjoy yourself at the Carnival we are having on 
Saturday, April 22nd, when we shall present the prizes. | 


Perhaps you will be one of thelucky ones Andif you are not— 
well drown your sorrows in a grand evening of Old-Time Dancing 


. [P.T.O. | 


QUESTIONNAIRE. Peckham Pavilion 


Answer each question on a separate sheet of paper. Please 
write on one side of the paper only. 


At the top of each sheet mark clearly 
I. Your name, address, age and job. 


II. The number of the question. (There is no need to copy 
out the question so long as you mark the number 
clearly. 


Question 1. 
Which do you prefer 
(a) Old-Time Dancing, 
(6) Modern Dancing? 
Give reasons for your preference. 


Question 2. 
(a) Is dancing your hobby? 
(6) Give a list of your hobbies, in order of preference. 


Question 3. 
What do you like best about Old-Time Dancing 
(a) The steps, 
(6) The music, 
(c) The atmosphere ? 


Question 4. 
What do you like about Modern Dancing 
(a) The steps, 
(5) The music, 
(c) The lyrics, 
(dad) The atmosphere ? 
Question 5. 
What do you think about 
(a) The words, 
(6) The music 
of ordinary American jazz tunes ? 


Question 6. 
Give us your special reasons for coming to this dance hall. Tell 
us what you get out of it and how it affects your life. 


Question 7. 
What do you think is the best improvement that could possibly 
be made to the entertainment value of this dance hall ? 


[P.T.O. | 
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Peckham Pavilion. Questionnaire. 


. Results. 
Ist Prize. £1.1I.0. JeEeDorey 10 Dinsdale “ds. SE. 
2nd. Prize I5/=- * Sheffield, LiIChuljzleigh Rae Brockley 
3rdse Prize 10/6 Mrs. Guy, I3 Meircse Gardens. W.¢ 


Comeolation Prizes.(Not in order of Merit) 


Migs Gorman, Nursing Staff, LeC.U. Hospital, Bexley. 
Mrs. Bomvich, 57 Feston Crescent, Lees 

Miss Powell, 72 Dlanmere Rds, New Hithenm. 

Jeliverv; 5O Sharstec St. Walworthe 

Mrs. Asher, 49 Dennen Rd. Peckham, 


Miss Bodell, 78 Steyton Avenue, Bexleys 


Vrs. C. Purveur, 
"Norfolk House". 
£79 Coldharbour Lane, 
Brixton, S.W.9 


Age 50, 
Job, Cashier, 


A. In preference. 


In my Opinion I think 014 Time Dancing very graceful also. 


Ladylike. 


My One pleasure at Peckham Pavillion is a dance with the 
M.C. and I also feel more fit for duties mext day after a dance. 


3" 


Ge We Oliver, 
13, Melrose Gardens, 
Hammersmith, W. 6. 
Age 55. Aircraft setter out. 
l. Old Time Dancing. 
Most graceful. Delightful to watch. 


2 All hobbies to mke life happy; also to try and mks 
others the same. 


Oe Music. 
The atmosphere, which I think, makes one and all 
en joy the evening. 


4. The music only as I think is clever., and that's all 
there is to it. 


5 e The words not much. 
The music clever, and there it ends. 


6. To have a delightful evening and a good time for J/6d. 


T¢ I do not think of much improvement as the: minute to dnce 
you are all wmited, and above all the M.c is no respecter of 
persons as he puts youat ease by taking a partner fromall parts 
of the room no mtter how they dnce. To my mind it's grand. 


Mrs. V. °heffield, 
111 Chudleigh Road, 


Brockley, S.E.4 
Age 46. 


Job. Married. 


I prefer old time dancing because I have always danced it, 
and as I feel that I do it perfectly, I derive & greater satisfaction 
from doing same, than I would from trying to0 dO sOmething which is 
abviously out of my line. 


I think that I have at least three hobbies after running my 
home, Dancing, Driving, Dressmaking, which does not leave me 
much time to get bored with life. 


The steps and most decidedly the atmosphere, which is homely 
and friendly. 


The music. 
The music which is lively. 


I gO because I enjoy the dancing, because I mest old friends, 
and also I find it good exercise. 


If the band would show sOme interest and enjoyment in playing 
the music for these dances, as every body seems to thoroughiy 
enjoy the Lancers and everybody joins in this dance. I think 
that a set in each half would improve the entertainment value of 
the hall. 
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Mr. Fe. A. Le Poole, 
55 Derby Hill, 
Forest Hill, 8S .E.235. 


Old Time Dancing. I like both "Old Time" and "Modern" 
Dancing. I learnt to dance when there was no sharp division 
petween dances old and news 


There is a charm about many of the "01d Time" dances not 
to be found in the “Modern". These dances will never die. 


They have survived until now and will continue to do so when 
we are no more. 


At an "Old Fashioned" or "Old Time" Dance the same 
partners need not dance a all the evening as in Modern 


Dancing (unless it be at a programme dance). The Gentleman 


has only to ask the M.C. to introduce him to a lady in order 
to get a dance with her. More ladies get a chance of a dance 
this way. | 


The steps in 01d Time dances are precise and allow of 
little variation. This fact allows of the newcomer easily 


learning them by watching the other dancers while taking 
part himself. 


It appears I have three hobbies, - My Seay Tee 
and dancing, and the order of preference is as above. I 
regard dancing more as a pleasure than a hobby. 


I am sorry I cannot differenciate between the 6 items 
very well, because I like them all; = the steps a fascinating 
the music will never die, and the atmosphere of the "0ld 

mime” Dances = especially at the Peckham Pavilion - ds most 
genial and friendly. | 


What can be more lovely than the sway of the "one Fashioned" 
or "Old Time" waltz done to the "Blue Danube", or again, where 
will you find a , more jolly crowd than when a Dance is being 
enjoyed to the "Gay Nineties"? The sets are so | Joely: 


The tunes are very helpful to the dancers as they are 
associated with certain dances and steps. | \ 
f \ 


(a) I like the steps of the Lambeth Walk ae, nana 


(b) There are exceptions but the tunes do not have such \a 


lasting a as in old time dancing. These, ,exception 
include Lambeth Walk” and the Palais glide. 


(co) I like the lyrics associated with "The Lamnbet Walk"| 


Se 


Se 


7 


My. F. A. Le Poole. 


(d) I do not find the ‘homely’ atmosphere in modern Dancing 
as I do in 01d Time Dancing. It probably is because I am 
of an older generation. 


(a) I consider the words of most American jazz tunes to be in 
the main absolutely inconsequent and to use a vulgar phrase - 
"sloppy". In most cases there is no sense in them. 


(b) The music - I'm sorry you have put "music" down - puts 
good music to shame. 


The only thing useful about it is the time. 


I was attracted to the Peckham Pavilion by the fact that 
there was Old Time Dancing there. 


When I first entered the hall I was struck by the genial 
atmosphere. Everyone was friendly, and the atmosphere was 
that of a jolly club. 


I thoroughly enjoy every visit I make to the Peckham 
Pavilion, and I enjoy these visits even more now, because 
when I go there it is with my vife whom 1 met there. 


My wife and I en joy the periodical dinners and look 
forward to many more, 


I do not think there is room for a great lot of 
improvement, unless it be to enlarge the Hall: 


The crowd of dancers gets larger and larger as time goes on! 


l. 


Ze 


Mr. Ke Morgan, 
Tanners Hi Als S.H-8. 


Age 50. Engineer. 


Old Time DP’ncing keeps you fit, also enables you to mke 
many friends and Social Standing, and away from Drink and Vice. 


Yes. Dancing, football, gardening, swimming. 


The graceful figures and steps, executed in each dance, 
especially the lancers music, gives youa welcome fee ling to 


dance and be happy. Atalosphere gives you 4a change from home 
life, also gives you freedom to enjoy yourse lg. 


Nothing. No tune or time Rodism and Clanish. 


Vulgar. No time or enticement for real dancers to dance. 


Pleasure, meeting friends socia lbility and fm, 4nd also 
entice others to join in the lovly dancing. It takes my 
mind off a hard week's work and re lucation which everyone 
needs; also it keeps your head clear, 


livlier twmes for Quick dances to be heated up earlier in 


the winter months, not so many encores in the Excuse Me jaltzes. 
Otherwise everything else fine. 


Mrs. M. Ashley, 
98 Dacre Park, Lee, S.E£.15. 


t 

I prefer old time dancing because I have found it to he a grea 
deel mere graceful in deportment and movement. At the same time 
there is always that sociability to be found among old time dancers, 
which you do not find in the modern dance halls. 


(a) Yes. 
(db) Dancing. Bowls and darts. 


(a) The steps are in no way complicated, quite sbmple to follow 
as everyone must follow the sequence of the dance concerned, 
therefore no pushing or cutting across from side to side of the hall 
is incurred. 


(ob) The music acts as a tonic in many instances, and often you 
can go to an old time dance feeling down, but after a dance or two 
one feels quite different and arrive home very cheery. 


(c) The atmosphere is very pleasant. 


(a) No time at all for modern dancing. There are not two couples 
who do similar steps, and of the young modern dancers you will 
find they have no idea of the waltz steps, and could never be 
called dancers. 


(b) The music very often jars, the lyrics at times stupid. 


(€) As regards the atmosphere, it is nothing in comparison with 
the old time dance halls. 


The whole concoction is perfectly beastly. 


I have visited the Peckham Pavilion continuously twice a week 
for a great number of years, and on and off for more than 30 years. 
I have found it beneficial to my health, it keeps me tery fit and 


also enablesone to keep young, in fact I am always full of pep, 
and I put it down to old time dancing. 


There certainly could be improvement mede regarding the band. 
One thing, in almost every dance it is left to the planist, there- 
seein attcce * oot ee eee When four people form a band, they 

) é dance rough 
reg oes all ne &g mer oy ugh as it is written, and not leave 
We get quite a number of nice dances, 


than one square dance put on during the e 7 
Waltz Cotillon, besides the Léaeeee eonie wa cn, EPPS gp pode 


be appreciated, and cut 
our such as the Palais Glide. and Paul 
dade waits ; ui Jones which are only done in 


but there is never more 


6 ee a eth dee Whtescam fo ihr Ean dine ae 
- ' 


Mrs. M. Ashley, ; 
88 Dacre Park, Lee, S.E.15. 


Several reople go on to other old time dance halls just to do those 
square dances. 

One other item, I think the "M.C" should first see that newcomers 
ere introduced, so making it more sociable and make them feel at 
home instead of him being the first on the floor. 

He is supposed to be THE Master of Ceremonies, and should walk 
the centre of the floor most times, and also attend to the band and 
their timing which varies quite a lot during an emening. 

It is also his place to see that there is good conduct on the 
floor, such as Modern Waltzing etc. stopped. 


l. 


or 


6. 


Miss C. Gorman, 
"Nursing Staff", 
lL. C. C. Hos pi ta he 
Bexley, Kent. 


Aged 40. Nurse. 


I prefer Old tim @Mncing, my reasons for preference, as 
under ; 


(a) Steps are more defined, and adhered to. 

(ob) The dance is more enjoyable because one is not worried 
at having to adopt the style of each different partner as in 
modern dancing. 


(c) Different partners are more avai lab le. 


Dancing is one of my hobbies. list of my hobbies in order 
of preference are 


Walking, dancing, Study of ancient history, Study 
of Psycho logy. 


I am unable to say what I like best about old time dancing, 
423 I consider The Steps, The Music, The atmosfmiere, are wat 
make old time dancing so enjoyable. 


Some steps, suchas the tango and slow fox trot, some of 
the music. ) 


I do not like either words or music of ordinary american 


jazz tunes, as how-ever clever, they tend to be common, and 
Some -what noisy. 


I have several reasons for attending this dance hall, 


I like the old time dancing, 
I like the mall itself 


The type of people attending this dance ml1l are more 
to my own taste, 


I like the friendly 4tmosMere among the dncers. 


I come to this dince hall in the certainty of an evenings 
en joyment. 


I like the way it is conducted, 
I enjoy meeting friends mde during Yisits to this hall. 


rs 


‘Miss C. Gorman, 
"Nursing Staéf", 
L.C.C. Hospital, 
Bexley, Kent. 


Aged 40. Nurse. 


7. It gives me great scope for my study of Psychology attending 
this dance hall. 


A good host or hostess would in my opinion be a valuable asset 
although admitted a rather expensive one. The number of non 


dancers among the men is increasing, a bad advertisement for any 
dance hall. 


A shorter interval would also add to the entertainment value 
of the hall, fifteen minutes I consider ample, it would cause 
less embarressment to people coming alone, and as dancing is the 
primary reason for attending this dance hall, the extra dances 
put on would give great pleasure to people forced to leave early. 


4. 
Oe 


6. 


‘Te 


Mrs. E. Bonwick, 
57 Faston Crescent, 
Ise, Si. Ke. 


Age 47. Office Cleaner. 


I prefer Old Time PAancing because it embraces Beauty, Art 
and Grace to a degree not attainaole in modern dancing. The 
Movements and Figures are far more varied and interesting. 


Yes, @ncing is my favourite hobby. Then comes cycling, 
hiking, swimming, fishing. 


A difficult Question since (a) the steps without music 
would hardly be interesting and (b) music in a Dance Hall 
without steps would lose most of its appeal and both are 
necessary to create an atmosphere, therefore I can only answer 
by saying tney have an eqwl appeal. 


Modern dancin: does not appeal to me in any way. 


(a) Oftem snappy; more often crazy and 
(ob) Give an impression of music gone md. 


It is "Home" to me here, having been associated with the 
M.C. 4nd many of the members for a good mMny years. It is 
the finest place I mow for OldTime Dancing and I look forward 
to meeting old friends and making new ones. To me, dancing 
is the greatest pleasure one could Mve and is a great factor 
in helping me to take life with 4 smile. It keeps both body 
and mind young, active and alert. 


An oc@sional; - 


Dance Competition, 
Fancy Dress Carnival, 


Programme of Dances, compiled by members. 
More lAdies' Choice Dances. 


Le » no ife 
chearlton, S- 
Home Duties. 
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J, Brooks, 
62 Manchuria xaoad, 
7 We Bbe 


Age o7 ° 


L: Because the movements of the body synchronize with 
the tempo of the music, forming a beautiful mental rhythm, 
In modern dancing mosteseom to move where they like and 
broadly speaxing how they like, their steps not at all conforming 
to the tempo of the music. 


2. Yes. 
Cycling. 
Tenoais. 
Gardening, 
Fishing. 
Hiking. 
Fond of music, 


3. Difficult to differentiate between (a) (b) and (c) for 
me , Music and the stereos create the atmosphere which pives 
me a contented and balanced mind, for 4211 seem just in 
rhythm and harmonics, 


a "Wowt " 
068 Vulgarly speaking, "tripe" 
b Jazz music seems to be 2 hash up of black native daness, 


with plenty of brass noise added, and still further clamour 
and din added also by tho percussion, 


¢ 


6. I get from this dance hall physical and mental recreation 
and thorough enjoyment. We have a good mixing crowd, further 
a fine orchestra though only four, it is quite enough for they 
are ood musicians and keep perfect time for the dances. Our 
MeCe is the personification of what I expect from an old time 


MeC . 


In other words, a night at Peckham Pavilhion is my most 
enjoyable time of the week. 


7; Everything seems so enjoyable at the Pavilion. The only 
thing I can suggest is re-decorating the hall. 


as ae gS ae eed 9 oo 


Lé- (12) 


Mrs. Wilson | 
(married) O05 East Dulwich Gr, 


t East D ulwich, 
London S.E.<c 


30/3/39. 


Question I 


I prefer Old Time Dancing, because, the steps of each dance 
are different and they have to be done the right way or everybody 
is put out, this makes the dance very interesting. The music is 


sensible and comforting. Also in the Old Time each dance rust 


be learnt, but in the Modern, it you know one, you know all. 
Question II 
(a) Dancing is my hobby because chiefly I like it, and 


because it is a hobby which does not interfere with 
my ordinary work. 


(b) Knitting, Reading, Cycling. 
Question ITI 
I like the steps most in Old Time Dancing because they are 


'sensible' (in comparison with Modern Dancing) and because it is 
interesting to dance them. 


Question VI 


The best thing I like about Modern Dancing is the atmosphere, 
this is because, it is always bright and gay, where as Old Time 
Dancing is apt to get “still™ and slow, although, this does not 
matter a great deal, because one is so interested in the steps, 
that, it does not notice, unless sitting-out. 


Ques ti on V 


I think the words of most American jazz tunes are absolutely 
ridiculous , they have no sence, and are just a jumble of strange 
sounds a person would make, if he could not speak. The music is 
the same only in notes. Also the music is extremely loud, 
irritating and unpleasant. 


Mrs Wilson 
(married) 


09 Hast Dulwich Gr., 
Kast vulwich, 


Lo ndo rl Rh sBee 


question V1 


I come to this dance hall, because I like the Old Time 
pancing and because I like the place and the people who go there. 
The charge of the dance is at a reasonable price and it ig quite 
hanay for the trams and buses. I get a lot out of this dance 
becauge I am on my own &a@ll day and it gives me a chance to meet 
a few people, also it gives me a break from the ordinary day life 


and great enjoyment. 


Question VIL 


I think the place could be cheered up @ bit, by having perhaps 
a few flowers round the stage and room, and also some bright paint. 
Perhaps, a few more musicians could be added to the band, although 
it is quite good now and I think the ladies should be made to ware 
evening dress, to make them all the same, instead of some with 
ordinary clothes and some dressed. The men also should be made, to 
wear pumps, so as to keep the floor polished and unscratched. 
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$2 Vassall Road, 
BRIXTON, S.W.9. 
(Mrs.) Norah Hopkin, 


Age 52 years. 
Dress Designer. 


Le Old Time Dancing. 
The graceful movement, and happy memories it recalls 


¥ 


Ce No. 
Reading — Music — Gardening. 


or The cheery atmosphere and the natural smiles of T.ie 
vompany. 


4. Not interested -— too slugish. 

De Distasteful to the musical, and sensitive ear. 
5. For a homely time - a good tonic. 

7. A more accurate dance band. 
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A. 


B. 


15 Cy, 


Miss Q. 1. Powell. 
72, Blanmerle Road, 
Age 24 yrs. New Eltham, S.E.9. 
Electrical Tester 
for 
Oliver Pell Control Ltd. 
Question l. 


1 prefer 01d Time Dancing, my reasons being, 
One can always count on an enjoyable evening. 


Old time dances mix with newcomers, and make them feel at home. 
People dance the correct steps and all at the same time, instead of 
concocting some fancy stepvs of their own, as is so evident in modern 
dancing, therefore it's so much easier for beginners. 


Because one always is escorted back to ones seat after a dance, 


instead of being left in the centre of the floor, this usually happens 


at a modern dance. 


And anyhow I love it. 


Question 2. 
Dancing is not my chief hobby. 
Embroidery and Needlework. 
Cycling. 
Dancing. 
Swimming. 


Tennis. 


Question 3. 


the atmosphere. 


(a) 


(db) 


. @e 
Miss Qq. I. Powell. 
72, Blanmerle Road, 
Age 24 yrs. New Eltham, S.E.9. 


Electrical ‘tester 
for 
Oliver Pell Control Ltd. 


Question 4. 


I like the music. 


Question oOo. 


My Opinion of the words of American Jazz tunes is, they have no 
rhyme nor reason, 


and the music, can hardly be called music, it's just a series 
of bangs wails and moans, which people refer to as "hot" personally 
it leaves me cold. 


~uestion 6. 


My reason for attending this dance hall, is because 1 always 
enjoy myself, meet decent people, and it's also the nearest old 
time dance hall to me. Also i like the u.0., because he'll always 
put you right if you need it, and also he'll reprimand you if it's 
needed. 


voming to this hall gives me something to look forward to each 
week. lt once suffered from acute inferiority comples, now i'm 
completely cured, thanks to Old Time Dancing. i have attained 
that which i never would have done at a modern dance hall. (And 
this isn't an advertisement for some ;atent nerve cure either.)} 


suestion 7. 


The intervals need not be quite so long, and we'd appreciate 
having our own bar in session a bit more often. A few spot prizes 
would liven things up a bit, anda few more novelty dances would 
help. But taken all round it suits me as it is. 
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F. Franklin, 
173, Wellmeadow Road, 
catford, S. EH. 6- c 


Manaseress, age 54. 


1. 


Le 


Old time dancing. 
So much more graceful than modern dancing. 


Dancing is not a hobby, but a pleasure. 
Walking, 
Swimming, 
Studvine other people's faces. 
The atmosphere; much more friendly than modern. 
Nij. 
The words are stupid, some tunes are catchy. 
It keeps friends together who otherwise would probably 
drift apart, it being the meeting vlace, and the best way of 


spending a hapvy evenings. 


I fail to think of improvements. 


18. 


Age 47. FeO Mallindine, 


ha 
o< 


3. 


4. 
De 


Se 


Te 


207 Manor Lane, 
Lee. S.E.12. 
Cashier and Book-keeper,. 


Old time, it is much more graceful and better for the mien, 


Fre. Dancing, walking, rowing, for outdoors, reading, and 
fancy-work indoor. 


The steps, time and music and the atmosphere is certainly 
much more friendly. 


Absolutely nothing at all. 


(a) Ridiculous, Senseless,. 
(b) <A blatant and horrible mass of discord. 


I look forward to your evenings for a thoroughly enjoyable 
time, good healthy exercises, meeting very pleasant and 
sQciable people. 


I do not think there is room for much improvement, as the 
management always keep a constant change of dancer and 
novelties, there is perhaps, one thing though, make the 
Gents dancer instead of standing about when there are 
often young ladies sitting out. 


Hdadward William Annetkb, 
99, Farish Jane, 
Fenge, Se Ke 20. 


Age 69. Superannwted Compositor. 


1.a Old Time is dncing. 
b Modern is not. 
Se It is my hobby, and only one. 
z all three items are in strong opposition to the 


modern dances. 


4. Nothings have been dancing for over 40 years, but 
will not cowmtenance the modern style. I have no time for 
‘tripe’. 

De The same as previous Qvestion. 

or Tt has been the only place where I find consolation 


in what otherwise my be a "dull life". It is the one "bright" 
spot in London. 


7 e No improvement is necessary. Where could one find 
a better entertainnent? 


20. 


159 Hazelvank koad, 


CATFORD, S.E.6. 
Ae G. Wesley, 
age 72 ee 
Job. Printing Machine Manager. 


Question l. 


OLD-TIME DaAWCLING 


Because Old-Time Dancing is dancing iiodern Dancing, 
as I view it, is shuffling around with little or no difference 
between waltz, foxtrot, or one-step, and usually without any 
idea of time. 


Question 2d. 


7+ on 


Dancing is not my hoboy it is my pleasure. 


My chief hobby is Gardening, and decorative work in 
the House takes up remainder of my-time. 


wuestion 3. 


Being a lover of good music I must give ilusic first 
Place. 


second Place I give The Steps. It is nice to see 
everyone doing the same steps in time and in my case is good 
exercise. 


he Atmosphere though last vind all togetner. Nothing 
ccess without it. 


Question 4. 


I do not like Modern Dancing at all. I have been an 
M. C. for a time but gave it up in favour of 0. fT. dancing. The 
steps of most dances are too much alike. The liusic with Tew 
exceptions is distorted. The Lyrics and atmosphere are not to 
my liking. 


(20) 


2Q. 


189 Hazelnank load, 


CATFORD, S.E.6. 


Job. Printing iiachine Manager. 


suestion 5. 


I can sum up my criticism of both (a) and (b) of 
this question in one word 
"Putrid". 


Question oO. 


My special reason for coming is that I was recommended 


here vy old friends. Il enjoy the dancing and the company 
generally. Although not being able to come as often as Il 


Shoulc like, it gives me something to look forward to and 
brings »nleasure into my everyday work and life and also good 
exercise and new friends. 


guestion 7. 


monly interested in the Hall for 0. T. dances and 
do not wish to see any alterations made in those 


i a 
to be frank I 
eveninezs. 


Any alterations to modernise it would spoil the 
Spirit of the evenings and the pleasure of Old-Time Dancing. 


Mr. Ese Ne Wedlake, 
B, Glenbow Road, 
Bromley , 
Kent. 


Age Sl. 
le Old time dancing. 


Because it offers a bigger variety of dances, and double 
yalue for your monev. The music alone is worth the price of 
admission, whereas I can hear American jazz any night from the 
BeBeC. 


The music is incomparably superior. Unlike the modern 
dance band who are restricted mostly to the latest popular "hits" 
which are all written in the same cheap style, the 01d Time 
orchestra have an inexhaustable selection and variety of melodies 
including all the classics of the ballroom. 


Because of the genial and friendly atmosphere which is so 
often lacking at a modern dance, 


Because jazz always did, and always will, give me a pain in 
the neck. 


Because old time is sharacteristically British and I much 
prefer it to any of the hash imported from Harlem, 


Be Yes. Old time dancing, music, a general interest in 
politics and sport. 
4. Nothing at all. 
S. . A combination af all three, 
5.a The words are either without sense or reason, reminiscent 
of a nursery rhyme, or mournfully, almost tearfully sentimental. 
b In the majority of cases the noise, which I refuse to call 


music, is merely an elaboration of the drum beating in the African 
villages from where it originated. Melody is quite immaterial, 


Be I go to the Peckham Pavilion because it is one of the few 
places where old time dancing is held. In fact I regard it as 
the home of old time dancing. Previous to 1937 I had lived for 
many years abroad and on returning to London found it difficult 
to get to know people - until I went to ths Pavilion, to where 


7. 


Mr. E. Ne Wedlake, 


I now look forward to going at least once a week, 


To increase the entertainment value of the hall I would 
suggest that the Lancers be put on either earlier in the 
programme or after supper, It is the longest dance of all, 
and is followed by the formal interval waltz which is fol lowed 
by the interval. This means to a person who either through 
lack of a partner, or because they do not care for the Lancers 
a break in the dancing of nearly an hour. I would also 
suggest that a volunteer pianist (there must be plenty in the 
hall) was asked to play the supper waltz (during which half 
of the crowd have stopped dancing anyhow.) This would 
enable the orchestra to return at least ten minutes earlier 
without in any way curtailing their interval, and would make 
the interval appreciably shorter, which I feel sure would 
meet with a majority approval, 


As the majority of Old Time dances are hased on the 
Waltz, I think most of those in which waltzing does not 
occur at all ( I do not mean the Palais Glide) should be 
made permanent numbers every night, and thus help to preserve 
a nice balance of variety, 
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Mr. Ge Woods 
4-2 Alexandra Avenue, 
Age 56 Southall, VWddx. 
Job Plumber 


Old Time Dancing 

Yes Reason Sociability. Dancing, tennis, and fishing. 
steps, atmosphere, music. 

Steps, music, byrics, atmosphere. 

The words. Poor, Music, plenty of rhythm, melody poor. 


For a pleasant evening. Social inter-course, makes it more 
interesting and happier. 


Friends to bring more friends. 


Mrs. M. C. Woods, 
42 Alexandra Avenue, 
Age 45 Southall, vddx. 
Job Wife 
Housewor £& «. 


Old Time Dancing. Reason (Etiauette) 
2) Yes. 
b) Dancing, Tennis, Swimming. 


Steos, music, atmosphere. 

Music, stpes, lyrics, atmosphere. 

I don't like Ameridan jazz at all. 

To meet other dancers. Have a nice time, have one dance 

A lot of fun, and makes life happier, and more interesting. 


Dances that mix veopnle torethner more, such as, Progressive 
PRarn-dance, Military Paul Jones. etc. 


Q 


F. W. Goodwin, Esq., 
"Gevel-el-—tor", 
171, Northfield Avenue, 
West Baling, W. 13. 


Ki Old Time Dancing decidedly, because in my opinion Modern 
(so called) Dancing is not dancing at all, its only a shuffle 
round the room, without any regard to the Tune or Tempo of 
the Music being played. Kiveryone does as they like owing to 
the incompetence of tne so-called M.C. who in the majority of 
cases cannot dance at all!!! Dancers are allowed to cross 
the floor and instead of keeping to the line of dance, absolutely 
do the reverse, hence the kicking tiat goes on. The modern 
dance, in my opinion is a selfish dance, lacking in all 
courtesy and so on and so forth, in fact utterly distasteful 
and the music played is nothing less than piffle! 


Ze Yes. 


Music, Dancing, Typewriting & Shorthand and house 
decorating, etc. 


oy The steps if danced in conformity with the composers 
directions and not start modernising it as is done cases, for 
instance such as the Military 2 step or the Veleta (in a 
Modern Dance, it is absolutely murdered out of all recognition). 
Its a pity the M.C's do not stick to the original instruction 
of the composer and not permit the dancers to do just as they 
like, otherwise the dance is turned into a modern one, i.e. 
everyone dancing as they like, go as you please business. 


Re Music the old time stuff wants a lot of beating if 
played properly. 


The atmosphere of an Old Time Dance, always tends to 
friendliness, especially if the gents (who are generally in a 
minority try and divide their favours and give some of the 
wallflowers a chance instead of dancing with the same partner 
all the night as is the vogue in a modern dance, which is very 
selfish and is to ve strongly condemned, this manner does'nt 
tend towards friendliness. 


4. I like NOTHING about the Modern Dancing and I have seen 
negroes and others of a black race dance better. 


The Music pbhayed is invariably a lot of tripe and as for 
the lyrics!! Well enough said: compare some of these with the 
| majority of our old time songs, sung by the White-eyed Musical 
| Kaffer, The Great Vance — Geo Roby, arthur Roberts. Billy 
Williams & Reynolds. Bessie Bellwood, and hosts of others too 


: numerous to me 
| O Mention, the present day lyrics or music is not 


F. W. Goodwin, Esq. 


in the running, the present day tripe generally hes a run 
of about a month and you never hear it again: take for 
instance "Little Old Lady" who ever hears of 1t7???7 

Put on Annie Laurie for instance (or Two lovely black Eyes) 
and they reise the roof: s0 what about it!!! 


The words, Music, Lyrics and tne wnole atmospnere in 
fact the whole subject. is painful to me and not wortn 
discussing, whether British or American, they are all] tarred 
with the same brush (where they originate from) 


of publishers bringing out such a Jot of this 

d be more of advantase if they were to republjign 
some of od old time songs and dances and leave this 
American tripe to the Americans (or wherever it comes from.) 


tt O) 


The “Peckham Pavilion" (Late the o 
ebsolute the hore of Old Time D ng e 

remember that being so it is up to Jovers of the Old Time 
Dancing, from all parts of London to give this Hall] their 
patronage and induce others todo s 


q " Arlington") is 
©®r since I can 


I <sat tnes. oet enjoy my visit every Saturday and would 
not miss it for anything in spite of tne distance; ll 
consider one gets a lot of exercise out of the evening's 
J erwise 


: . a ’ én i fa : ’ a or 
dance wnich perhaps an individua!] would not oth 
“4 ‘ o - nes * a , . | i ~ S _ . a ~ > . , = 
obtain: the exercise is good for rheumatics if in the 
legs and in any case ood evening's enjoyment spent 


among sociable people. 


U 
( 


In oxzder to improve things I am in favour of continually 
(say nearly once a month) re-introducing more of the OLD 
TIME DANCES (of which there are quite 60 to my knowledge) 
many of whicn have been allowed to lapse, these only want 
digging out egain: nearly every fresh dance would interest 
our dances: if the M.C. nas forgotten or did'nt know them 
you would be surprised (if discreet enquiries were made) 
to find out how many that DO know and could possibly 
demonstrate them: always something fresh and of interest 
is my motto, people get tired of tne same old 4p 
week after week (this apolies to the Music, especially the 
Weltzes.) 
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HH, Stanley, sf 
- 248, Ivydale koad, 
DO. w. 15. 
Age 39. Clerk. 
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Becaute it~ is Community Dancing everyone doing the Same 
Step At the same time. Hence no colliding with the others 
on the floor. 


No. 
Football 
Boxing. 


—_-_— — 


The atmosphere, 
The sociability found amongst the Old Time Dancers is 
not found in a modern dance hall, 


-_— ~~ =: 


Hardly two couples are doing the same steps, 


Tt is not music as I understand music. 


If you mean the crooners, they should be stifled at birth. 


— 860 


There is no atmosphere, 


~~ _— 


They are not. It is gibberish. 
It is not, If it were, why does it die such a natural 
death. 


® 
ee os ds —— a a ~- 


The pleasure of being in the company of so many deceat, 
honest~citizens who can for a few hours forget the worries and 
troubles of this at present dismal world. 

The entertaioment-value for a 1/- on Tuesday and 1/6 on 
a Satur@ay~could not be improved on and “the carnivals Gome Up 
to all expectations as the Pavilion give what they advertise, 


ZO. 


John iilvery, 
5U, Sharsted st., 
Valworth, S.E.17. 
Age 035. 


Lithographic Plate Preparer. 
{1 prefer U.T.D. 10r various réasons:- 


they ofiér a gréater variéty of vances. A diversity of 
movement. Also they vossé€s @ much more é€asy, gliding sd 
circular movement, such as tné Waltzgives to us, rhe majority 
of vances aré rtoundéd on tné waltz, there is @ greater range 
or Partners, as compared with the modérn vancéers. ithe latter 
generally lack the finesse ol manners, sé€éen in an V.T.D. Halls. 


HObboLES. 


vaneing is my chief Hobby, eSpécially during tne Winter, 
and 1 may add Spring and sautumn too, 1 am interested in wature 
Study, and délight in kambling during the laté spring, and 
Summer, ihe Wild Lifé of tné vountrysideée atiords mé very 
ereat pleasure. Also I am fond oi gardéning, swimming also 
I find very retreshing, and that concludes the scope in which 
my €nergié€és aré displayed. 


Work is another very uséful Hobby which many fail to recognise, 
I find it impossible to séparate any ot theses! 


‘ihe stévs and music are cororally to each other, and 
together provide &@ harmony enjoyed by the Participants in the 
bance, The melodious music, untarnished by the weird noises 
given out by Jazz Bands, is délightful to listen to, and I feel 
that the music combines é€gqually with tne charm ot the Vancées, 
and the Partners who are é€njoying it, creating the atmosphere in 
which we all delight in. 


in modérn yvancing, we do gét a sameness that borés one, 
Occasionally a counlé will périorm an intricate variety of 


‘movements unknown to others, and give a tendency ior these 


Partners to remain cemented together, tne whole of the evening, 
Generally the music is a mixturé or wélrd sounds, comparable to 
the wative music ot the Africans, and Similar wative xaces, 
Played in time, rhythm of movement is madé to it. some of the 
Modern vances approach that of VU.T.D, founded on the waltz, 
€é.g. ihe St. Bernard's and vorona waltzes, these we also enjoy, 
but these are exceptions. ihe Lyrics call for little notice, 
and generally have the efrect of added noise by a crooner in a 
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John Elvery, 
OO, Sharsted St., 
Walworth, 5.2.17. 
Age 63. 


Lithographic Plate Preparer. 


very mixed medley of sounds, the atmosphere is to my mind but 
luke warn, Général politeness is often lacking, as the vractice 


is for pancérs to séparate on the floor immediately the Dance 
terminates. 


in Américan vazz Tunés and words generally, there is little 
in €ither torecommend them, in the é€arly days of Jazz the tunes 
were a delight to listén to, é€.g."Alexander's Rag Time Band," 
"Everybody's Doing Lt and a few others. But up-to-date- dvazz 
Tails to reach the melody that thesé early tunés conveyed. 


I enjoy my evenings at the Peckham Pavilion in the social 
pleasure obtained amidst the many friendships that lL have made 
there. Dancing attords an é€xtremely pleasant way to Keep Fit. 
By joining in the Dances, I am enabled to exercise not only my 
leg and feet muscles, but my brain taculty also. These 
delightful exercises being indulged in to rhythm with Sweet 
melodious music, my daily routine is énlightened by a nimctléeneéss 
or sprightliness that otherwise would be lacking. Moreover it 

is exercise mutually enjoyed by btoth sexés and this alone 
lends a charm, making one's visit to the Peckham Pavilion a 
real delight. 


Generally I believe that the entertainment provided at 
the Peckham Pavilion in the variety of vances leaves little to 
ce desired. Being ot a masculine gender, i have plenty of 
jladié€s to choose trom as partners. I often lament the fact of 
so many of them having to sit out a dance, due chiefly to the 
lack of mén, { would like to suggest to amend this sparsity 
and thus give the Ladies a bigger snare in the evenings enjoyment. 
that more Progressive Dancés be introduced. Also apart from 
the FKirst,/ Last and the Interval Waltzes, the remainder be madé 
Ladiés kKxcuse Me Waltzés, when this is possicle. On Cold Evenings 
those €arly and Warming-up Dancés should be somewhat prolonged. 
€é.2. - Barn Dencées, Boston iwo Step, Military uwo Stép, étc, 
which I @m sure would be much appreciated cy all presént. 
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Mrse Fe LeRllinor, 
99, Plough Road, 
Be elGe 


Age 42 Occupation Catering 


aE 


Old time Déncing. 


I prefer old time déncing to modern becéuse I think 
it is more graceful blends with classic&él music and creates a 
much more sociable atmosphere. I &@lso think it is & very 
healthy form of recreation and attracts & much nicer class of 
people then one meets in & moder dance hall, There is 
something about old time dancing thet when you leave the dance 
hall you are sorry that the end hés come. I often feel I 


could go on déncing longer and I find it mkes me feel young 
and happye , 


Ques tion II 


yese 
1 pancing 
2 Motoring 


Question III 


The atmosphere 


Question IV 


I 4m not interested in modem déncing. 


Question V 


I &@m not interested in American jaxx at ell. So 
therefore I cannot sty anything &bout it. 
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Mrsae Fe Le Ellinor, 
99, Plough Road, 
SeKelS 
Age 42 Qccup&tion Catering 


Question VI 


I go to the Peckhém Pavilion because the management 
cater for old time dancing to suit me. I have attended old 
time dances elsewhere but, none have been anywhere near the 
high standard set by the Peckh+m Pavilion. JI have found the 
majority of the people very pleasant and sociable and there is 
an atmosphere entirely different than one finds elswhere. 
The band and music that they pley alone is an evenings entertainnant 
and one can feel quite contented listening to it without dancing. 
I have always found everybody connected with the Peaham Pavilion 
very respectful and re&sonéble and unselfish. I have very 
many pleasant memories of evenings spent there and &lways look 
forward to my Tuesdéys: and saturdays evenings which I mostly 
spend at the above s4mongest nice people &nd pleasant surroundings. 


EO —_—_ 


To improve the Entertainment value of the Pecham 
pavilion I suggest thet the exterior should be redocorated and 
an illumineted sign-advertising it &4s & Dance Hall etc. I 
think thet two prices given &t each dance held either spot 
prizes or for lucky clouk room ticket will attrect some people. 
Erect & spot crystal in centre of hell so that & twilight dance 
can be danced under ideal ligiiting effect. 


Miss Klsie hk. Smith, 
§ Salway Roxud, 
Kast Dulwich, 5.K.2z. 


Age 37. Book-Keeper,. 


de Vld Time Dancing, The Vancss ares more graceful and there 
is always 4 good selection, 

Be Y@S-e Dancing, knitting and Nesdlework, 

36 I have no preference, 1 iike them all, 

4. These oore me to tears, The atmosphere tends mostiy to 
"cgliqueness." 

D « Like the modern dancing, they bore me. 

Oe There is such a friendly atmosphere. I look forward all 


the week to my Saturday evening's old time dancing, und 4m sure 
that it is far better for me than sitting in the pictures. For 
instance, one gets stiff with sitting for a coOuple Of hours or 
so, but tO dance means to excersis the muscles, and therefore it 
helps to Keep one young, 


T¢ I think, if it is possible, the hali should be redecorated, 
with the removal of the plush wal. seats, as when the hall gets 
hot the moisture runs down the walls and on to the sats, Also 
the replacement of the rose coloured wall lights. They used to 
give a «arm jight, thus making the hali more cosy. The centre 
lights are very nice, but they are cold. 
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Miss Freda Keys, 


50, Kingswood Road, 
Brixton Hill, 


>. -_— 


Se Ws Se 
Job: Assistant Confection-r. 
Le Old time dancing. It is more graceful than the modern, 
2. Dancing (Old time) and Music. 
3. Atmosphere, steps and Music. 
4, Nothing at all. 
5. Very irritating. z Goes 
6, Very sociable and makes one feel happy. - 
vs ~ fPo~have~more "*xcuse me" Waltzes; also "Flirtation Dances" 


Give one more opportunity of meeting each and all. 
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Mr. Je He Dore 
10 Dimsdale Road, S.E.3. 
Aged 49. Engineer, 


I definitely prefer Old Time Dancing. The atmosphere of an 
old time ballroom is so different to that of a modern dance hall. 
Trie people one meets are more sociable, broadminded and not so 
self opionated. Modern dancers appear to invent their steps as 
they go along and chaés and bruised ankles are some of the results. 


TIT do not look upon dancing as a hobby but rather as an 
enjoyable recreation. Here is a list of my hobbies and pastimes 
but perhaps not strictly in order of preference. Some hobbies 
are seasonal and I may prefer any one particutr hobby at a given 
time only to drop it temporally for some other equally interesting 
hobby. Cycling, gardening, photography, cabinet making, fancy 


leather work and billiards. 


It is difficult to say what I like best about Old Time Dancing 
as the stens music and atmosphere are all equally attractive. Some 
of the steps gives one the feeling of graceful deportment while 
others carry the impression of military correctness. When one has 
mastered one of the more intricate dances one has a feeling of 
elation and success which is entirely absent in the walk of the 


modern dance. 


Ihe music of Old Time Dancins is sweet and melodiqgus and in 
direct contrast to the blare of the modern dance music. 


Ihe atmosohere is somewhat like that of a happy family gathering 
and cliques are almost absent. There is a hail-fellow-well-met 
feeling which avpears to be absent in modern dancing. 


Nothing. 


The term, American jazz tunes is somewhat vague but I will 
presume that you refer to most of the tunes as played by modern 
broadcasting dance bands. 


It think that the words are often sloppy and ridiculous and the 
music is usually harsh raucous and discordant, but there are 
occassionly numbers which are the reverse and as thevare so rare 
they quickly become boring on account of constant repetition. 


My visits to the Pav. helps to break the monotany of life. It 
does much more than that. I consider that it is far better to 
take part in sports and pastimes than it is to watch others. The 
exercise gained from dancing is beneficial from a medical and 
physical point of view and mixing with the opposite sex preserves 
culture, gallantry and chivalry. 


Dancing is a pastime which of necessity means mingling with 
pleasent companions in pleasant surroundings which, combined with 
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the haunting melodies of the cood old danc tunes cives one a 
feeling of uplift which remains for many days. 


My svecial reasons for visiting the Pav. are that it is 
the only real dance hall holding Old Time Dances that I know of and 
that Saturday evening is for me the most convenient evening for 
attending dances. 


One towel in the gents’ cloakroom is inadequate and the provision 
of one or two additional ones would be appreciated. 


1 would like the orchestra to vlay more of t»e famous old 


waltzes such as Choristors, Skaters, Over the Waves, Destiny, etc., 


and I am confidant that these would be preferred to Cindrella 
Sweetheart and other modern waltzes. We usually have a medley 

of old time waltz choruses for the "Ladies Excuse Me" waltz and I 
would like to see the idea extended. One such medley I have in 
mind includes "Playing the game in the West" and "You taught me 

how to love you". These old choruses encourace singing and to 
sing is a sure sign that one is enjoying oneself. If some sort of 
committee could be formed consisting of men who attend fairly 
regularly and who would be willing, not only to dance with newcomers 
but to introduce them to other partners I think that it would 

help to increase that old friendly spirit, which althoug not absent 
is not quite so prevalent as it was some years ago. 


Revival of the Grand March in Lancers would be an interesting 
experiment; it would at least save the M.C. trouble in making up 
sets. the provision of season tickets misht be considered. ‘This 
system is adveantagous to Railway Cos., and travellers, football 
clubs and their supporters, and perhaps might be of mutal advantage 
to dancers and dance promoters. The Canadian Barn dance type of 

lirtation dance is to be preferred to raul Jones as cheating is 
tmpossible. I think the e could be more of these "mixer" dances 
particularly during the first half. 


A few of the waltzes have recently been marred by one or two 
misguided couples dancing in the modern style; this should be 
rigorously barred in the interest of the great majority. 


lL think the 0.T.D.A. might ask the B.B.C. to sometimes 
broadcast a programme of old time dance music. Last, but by no 
means least, I would welcome a permanent fully licensed bar. 
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i, veal Boyce, — 
Nettropath, 
52 Stockwell xoad. 
2 o WV e 96 


Usually get more than ills. ud. for so much writing. 


Vld sime Dancing. My preference for such seems to be 
related to a conviction that: 

in my desire to amuse myself rather than be amused, I need 
three conditions, 

he That the cOmpany should be composed Of dancers who 
take the trouble to learn dancing. 

ce that the exereisesof dancing en masse snould demonstrate 
in its time and deportment the comnunity spirit. 

de that dancing should enable me to use my intelligence 
as well as my emotions, 

These 1 am able to find in vld Yime Lancing - never is sd 
called modern. 


lL usually dance twics weekly, but the question of hnobbies 
leaves me cold. Franvly my job is my hobby while 1 am at it. 
Just the same as layimg in an armchair is another. 1 have 
only one moment for living:- how. A hobby suggests that l 
should have to pre-mortgage my time or be in-efficient in my 
noboy. Hence no nobdby. 


i iike the steps and the music e-ually, being aware that 
some of my steps are rotten, and again, some of the music is:- 
hot music, but the time is usualiy thre. ihats what matters 
the ime with @ capital i. lf the Time is wrong the atmosphere 
fades far intoO a background heavy with the mist of disgrunatle- 
ment - while out of the gllom comes staccato etiological state- 
ments of bl.sohemous character concersing the band and their 
forebears. Uh yes the band can err. but to me the dance is 
the theme that matters, and if my steps find attainment with the 
band, my charming partner and the company dancing on the well- 
polished floor well - to heli with atmosphere. 


(a) What Or wnich steps? 


(ob) ‘he music's place may be high up in the realm of rythmic 
expression but its qualities of tonal expression Seems so mixed 
up with the cotton-wool of effects that i positively shudder 
at the music. axcuse me Mir. serschwin. 


(c) ‘he modsrn dance hall is usually air-conditioned. tvhat 


much L have in favour of modern dancing hall atmosphere. Nothing 


alse. 


Providing you do not ask me tO dance tO modern jazz (if this 
is modern) tunes 1 can lend a tolerant ear to both words and 
music. Sometimes 1 even igugh outright at the "cute" lyrics. 
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But to dance tO them No Sir - No, 


My reason for attending the Peckham Pavilion is that 1 
know that next week and the wesk after 1 shail gst an evening 
of the dancing 1 like. 


Leading a sedentary life. i find that three hours of 
Shear exercise to the rythm 1 like, Serves to keep my fitter 
and my tummy flatter. And of course - there are regular 


visitants from whom the friendly nod and mayhap smiie is very 
acceptable. 


Gut Out all modern (careless) dancing and Keep to the 
system that has existed through 4U years at this hall. Present 
the best of Yld ime dance programmes, and as far as possible 
discourage modern steppers on the floor, 


Thig attempt at prohibition of course applies to the 
young dokefchocephalic men of Mass Observation", and come to 
watch and start to skate all over the floor regardless of whose 


heels they kick in their meteoric passage through the firmament 
of sensational display. 


Age: 3535. 


Mrs, Christina Asher, 
49, Deoman hoad, 
Peckham, 5, ™. 15, 


Job: Housewife, 


1. 


I prefer Old Time dancing, because it is so grac-ful 
and is not strenuous, it is dancing that can be thoroughly 
enjoyed, whereas the modern dancing is quite the opposite, 
it is oot graceful, it is strenuous: I think the present day 
modern dancing is just a glorified walk round by some; and 
some make it look a simplified Hulu dance 

Yes, Ganeing is my hobby. 

Fobbies;: 
lst. Dancing 
nd, wneading decent books. 
Srd. WMy prts. 
4th, Knitting. 
5th, Gardening, 


I lixe the steps best about old-tim- dancing although 
of course the music goers a very long way to make the steps 
what they arc. 


I lixe some of the music of modern dancing and although 
I do moderon dancing as well has old time I am not «een on the 
stops. The atmosphere is usually friendly at modero dancing, 
although it is the same as most public dances, it is inclined 
to be cliquey. 

I think the words mostly of American jazz tunes are 
stupid with not much sease to them, while the music can be 
quite good with plenty of rhythm to them. 


Why I come to this danae hall is, because I like dancing 
so much, always have, ospetially old-time. I have got used 
to the people who go on Tuesday cvoninge and its quite a jolly 
party. I quite look forward to my night out and it bucks 
me up for the rest of the week and keeps me feeling young, 


I thing the best improvement would be to speed up the 
dances, I don't actually mean the danees themselves, but the 
time wasted in between the Ganges, especially aftor the interval, 
as I think the latter part of the evening is always the best, 
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Miss Muriel Harris, 
182 Peckham Rye, S.E,22 


Age 38 
JOb, Clerk. 


1. Old Time Dancing because there is only one way tO dance 
the Old dances whereas in modern dances each partner has his or 
her own peculiar steps so it is very difficult to suit ones 
Steps to any partner as you do with an old time partner. 


Ze a, ) Yes. 
b) Dancing, Music (vocal) and Tennis. 
3 The atmosphere 
4. The music. 
De In the majority of the jazz tunes the words are crazy, but 


some of the tunes are guite tuneful, though they soon die out 
and don't last like some of the old tunes. 


6. I look forward to Saturday and Tuesday evening because apart 
from the enjoyment of dancing there is a real friendly and 
sOcial atmosphere which is so rare in most dance halls and it is 
something to look forward to after business is over to be able to 
meet nice, jolly people. 


7 e That everybody should try and forward the general spirit of 
sociability especially those who come regularly, because that is 
the greatest attr-ction of the Peckham Pavilion. 
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iiss. ¥. Bodell, , 
78 Steynton Avenue, 
Bexley, Kent. 
Age <3. 
Enquiry Clerk. 


In my opinion, Modern Dancing leaves much to be desired, I 
prefer the Old Time Lances beeause they are so spectacular and 
graceful, 


For instance, to watch, - say "The Lancers” - froma 
balcony above the dance floor, is 4 wonderful sight, when it is 
properly done. 


Then again, there are so many different steps, that one is 
never allowed to tire of them. 


Vhat 1 also edmire in the V1ld Time lances is the quick 
change of tempo - One moment it is slow and dreamy, and the next, 
one is flying around, and yet the dance is still graceful. 


bancing is a hobby of mine, and if I could afford to, I 
would certainly attend more frequently than I do at present. 


b) #$Music, Dancing, Knitting, Rugmaking, Cycling, Rambligg- 


It is the combination of all three that makes the Old Time 
Dancing s0 attructive to me. The steps are entirely different to 
modern dancing, easy Once you get to know them, and very fascinating, 
Too, 


Some Of the music is very lovely, and even the atmosphere seems 
different to a modern dance. In thea vld Time vances, people are 
more inclined to be friendly. 


1 think on the whole, it is the steps that I like most of all. 


Some Of the modern steps I like very weli, - my perference is 
for a guickstep. What Ido not like about modern dancing is that 
no two fallows seem to do the same steps, and as they have to "take" 
it is, consequenily very difficult for a girl to follow, unless she 
is used to dancing «ith one person quite a lot, 


30me Of the music is, to my mind quite fascination, and catchy, 
but the words of most of them, are "piffle". They have recently 
becOme sO awful, that I try not to ljiisten the them, just hear the 
tunes only. 


The classigqal- jazz tunes (as some of them are called) are 
mostly good msic, in a minor key. Even some of the really "Hot" 


jazz tunes are quite pretty, but the words iake away a lot of the 
beauty in them. 


t 
ba ee 
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Miss W. Bodell, 


My special reasons for coming is that when I first discovered 
this mall, it was something quite new to me, After I had learned 
a few steps, however, I really beagan to like the dances, it 
has now becOme something 1 really look forward to, 


There is just one suggestion I «ould like tO mike. wm special 
nignts, people seem to stand arodund the door in groups. fYhis should 
be remedied if more seats were provided. 


Me. Se Be Bolton, 
17, Bloomha 11 Road, 
S. ke 19. 
Railway Official. age 59. 
ke Old Time Dancing. 
The old time dances are (1) more sociable (2) much 


livelier. (3) easy to learn (4) the music is more suited to 
dancing. etce 


mt cane: whist, crickst, football, tennis, fishing, 
swimming etce 

Be It is difficult to define. They are all excellent. 

4. The lyrics. 

5 e Fassable. 

Go I can look forward to an enjoyable evening. It 


breaks the monotony of every-@y routine. It's a tonic and 
ke@ ps one fit. 


7. The lighting system does not seem to fit. 


I would suggest the removal of the doa@s either side 
of stage, the taoles in the refreshment room could then be 
made use of all through the evening. This would nean more 
trade and comfort. 


Mrs. Boiton, 
17 Blioomhall Road, 
Age 36. Upper Norwood, 3,E.19. 


Ae I prefer old time dancing because they are more stately and 
ladylike. A real treat to duace them. am Spienuid, nealthy 
excercise for young and old. 


Ze Yes. Dancing, Cycling, Walking, Tennis, Fishing Whist. 

Be The different steps. 

4. The lyrics. 

De Not much. 

6. You are sure Of a good time, which greatly relieves the ties 


of home, also tO mest new friends. The M.C. and band is great. 

It makes One happy to see everyone happy especially the Old folk 
and one can go home with pleasnat memories wntil the next O14 Time 
bance. 


Te I don't think there is really anything which could be done 
to improve the entertainment value of this Dance Hall. 


Mrs.e Ae F-. Starforth, 
119 Pepys Roéd, 
New Cross, S.E.14.- 


Old Time Dancing, more sociable. 


YESe 


A) 
B) All three. 
CG) 


(B) Only. 
Nil. 


Enjoyable evening. Everyone very sociéble and thoughtful, 
especially in time of trouble, The one evening I long for and 
am most unhippy when unable to get there. 


iore Camival nights. Brighter music. To advertise the 
Hall wore so &s to increase the menbers, &3s so mény people tell 
us they have never heard of the hell when &sked to come. Also, 
to have the hall made warmer earlier in the winter for our 
arrival. 


\ Mr. L. W. Guy, 
| 13 Melrose Gardens, 
Hammersmith, London, W.6. 


Age 30. Handyman. 


"Old Time ) Dancing" | 

The steps, anc mapie are more adequate than the Jazz and 
swing of modern Dang _ ,» the music of Old Time Dancing lives 
up to its name of me Dances, the steps are not so0 
awkward and shut fig a2 “or modern dances today. 


(a) Yes. 
(db) Dancing, football, Swimming and Boxing. 


The Atmosphere. | Because the old and young, are all one, 
and that will always constitute a very pleasant and enjoyable 
evening. 


The Music. Because the Music lives up to the name of Old 
tine dancing, and old time Comnosers such as Strauss, Schubert 
etc. Should never be forgotten. 


The words and music of American Jazz, are both abominable 


and silly, i.e. The Song called A Tisket A Tasket speaks for 
itself. | 


To enjoy a very pleasant evening with jolly company. 
You can get plenty of fun and a good laugh out of it. 


And incidentally it nope lone fit in body as I find dancing 
very good exercise. 


Try to add extra space Pro the Tudor Lounge to the Dance 
Hall, with the bana in one of! the fear corners of the Hall thiis 
would give more room for the dancers and it would not be so 
crowded on the dance floor. 


Pat - 
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4b. 
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Mrs. Ge Guy , 
13, Melrose Gardens, 


Hammersmith, We Se 


Houwsewifee Age 24. 


I much prefer old time dancing. There seems such 
a different atmosphere about the whole evening to that of modern, 
‘fhe music recalls many of the ol@ times we have heard ow mothers 
and grandmothers rave about and as for the dances themselves, 
you can throw yourself into it with real interest and learn 
something new every week and not just keep shuffling rowmd as 
in modern. 


I Suppose I could hardly call dancing my hobby as 
my husband and I only go about once 4 month. But I really 
dado prefer it to any other amusement. 


pressmaking, dancing, cinem,. 


I like best the steps about old time dancing, 4 lthouch 
I must confess there are quite a few, I get my legs tied 
in mots trying to Jearn. But with those I do know [ heartily 
enjoy and find just 42s much pklasure watching others dancing 
as there is something to watch in a dance with several figures 
and I must say the elder people certainly mow how to dance. 


I prefer the music about modern dncoing; although 
some of the words are quite hopeless some are really quite lovely 
and so trw. Most of the waltz times are very soothing and 
the foxtrots and Quickstep even makes mother get up and shake 
a hip, likewise with rumbas, they are quite fascinating. 


I think the words 4re quite crazy in American jazz 
times. Who ever meta "flat foot floogy" or whatever he's 
called. I certainly don't know wmt a "floogy" is and even 
so why mention the poor old thing's flat feet. 


I really can't say the music is anything to rave 
about either. It consists nostly of jazz trumpets which give 
me 4 headache any time. 


I do not think any dance hall gould mke its mtrons 
feel more at home, which is I feel due to the Secretary, Manager 
and MeC» JI am sure Mr. Potter tries his very best to give all 
newcomers a dance and help the learners. JI have a lot to thank 
him for regarding the dances, I did not know. In such a happy 


Ho 
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Mrs. G. Guy, 
15, Melrose Gardens, 


Hammersmith, We Ge 


atmos phere one oan forget that Mondy is washday and so 
heres to the good old “Arlington.” 


I should like to see 4 little more dancing soe as 
one cannot enjoy the graceful beauty of the set dances or 
any others when it is so crowded. Although the floor is 
most enjoyable to dance upon we could do with a little more 
roan, particularly for any future "Batchy Iancers." 


Miss D. Bailey, 
141 Peckham Park Road, 
Peckham, S.E.15. 


Assistant in Warehouse. 


Old Time Dancing 
Because of the Variety 


1. Dancing is my hobby 
2. Knitting 


The steps, music, atmosphere 
fall of &£¢) 


Idont like any of it. 


Its all tripe 


1 come because it put new life in me makes one feel life 
is worth living 


No improvement what ever. 
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HALLS DOING OLD _ TIME DANC 


BURNLEY EMPRESS BALLROOM 


BLACKPOOL PALAIS 
_ © WINTER GARDENS 
' ‘TOWER BALLROOM 


MORECOMBE WINTER GARDENS 


NELSON IMPERTAL ; : 
RITZ 


ACCRINGTON RITZ | 
. CONSERVATOIRE : 


RAWPENSTALL ASTORIA - 
LIVERPOOL GRAFTON : 
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ACCRINGTON ACCRINGTON 
RITZ 
Tel 2464 Tel 2464 
2 minutes fren Statien 
The Pinest Ballreem in the Nerth 


DANCING EVERY NIGAT 


Meadays: FIFTY—PIFTY DANCS 
Wednesdays: CONTINENTAL CAFE 

Thursdays: THE GAY NINETIES 
Tues., Fri.e, Sat.: MODERN DANCING 


ROLAND HYATT 
with the 
RITZ RESIDENT BAND 


‘Car Park Free Admission Cafe 
WITH LeM.S. TICKKT 6d, 
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DANCING Ritz Ballreen, NELSON. 


De ‘yeu really enjey yeur Saturday Nights Daneing (If not Why«net). 

| You'll find the short distanes is well werth travelling fer. Our 500 
daneers ean't be wrenz. Meet friends frem all districts. 
N. MARSDRBN and Full Staff. CHAS HICKEY'S Dance Orchestra with T.TYSON, 


| All England Drummer and T,NSLSON Veealist 


7 till IL DPemMe Aduissien 9d. 


MAJESTIC BALLROOM ACCRINGTON 


| GAY 90°s every Thursday Admission 64, 


(Original punetuatien kept here) 
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- THE RYE LANE 
“PRIVATE 1X 2 
DANCE CLUB 
BLENHEIM GROVE © 


RYE LANE 
PECKHAM 
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Membership Card 


4 ME 7 MW 7 Me 2 a 7 a 2 a 2 


Season Oct 1938 - Oct 1939 


Secretary: 


- Mr. LENNY HAYNES 


South London Dancers 
Association. 


NAME 


Members will great! 

by adhering to the l wa 
Rules which have i! ade 
to ensure a select company at 
all assemblies, and with due 
regard for the convenience 
and comfort of themselves. 


RULES 


1. Members will only be ad- 
mitted to assemblies upon 
production of this member- 
ship card. 


MEMBERSHIP FEE 3D. 
2. .A subscription for each 


_ assembly will be charged. 


lige 


7 tF er? te VS te 


Season 1938-39 


3. Thelright of accepting 
memffers or cancelling mem- 
bership is strictly reserved. 


4. Any member making 
themselves offensive to any 
other member will be warned 
The second offence means 
expulsion from all assemblies 
of the Club. | 
MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED 

to leave the premises as 
quietly and orderly § as 
possible to prevent inconve- 
nience to the surrounding | 
inhabitants. 


DANCE NIGHTS 


MONDAY 8 to 11.30 
TUESDAY 


and 


THURSDAY 
8 to 11.30 


also Sunday Afternoons. 


Social 3.0 to 6.0 


DANCING ~ RYE LANE 
. DANCE CLUB 


: BLENHEIM GROVE, 
MONDAY _ | _| RYELANE, Peckham. 


Admission NINEPENC 11.30 


DON SMITH| | ~—_ MC. 
and bis LENNY 


BAND HAYNES 


The Club Press, 103; Clayton: Rd:, Peckham, $.E.18. New X 4514. 


The Codfish lays a Million Eggs 
The Barnyard Hen but One, 
The Codfish doesn't Cackle 
To show what she has done, 
We scorn the modest Codfish . 
The cackling Hen we prize 
Proving that, beyond a doubt, 
IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE. 


—_ 


(Issued by PUBLICITY DEPT. $.L.D.A. 61, Grosvenor Park, S.E.5.) 
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nterview with Parson Re Dancing and Sex. Oct, 26th, y W. 


Rev. GeprgePotter Vicar of St. Chrysoatems Hill St. Peckhan, - 


\ 


He" is also the Head of The Brotherhood of the Holy Cross, which 
deals with boys and youths of the delinquent sorts, Large Hostel, 


He has a name for his work among the poor of the locality, build 
it up from a derilict Church to a thriving Parish, 


Re dahcing,’ 


" We had a lot of trouble with the Adam and Eve Pub on the corner 
of Rye lane, they had dancing there ass one time, drinking and 

the girls getting out of control.. I worked very closely with 

the police about these dance halls, they were a disgrace, 


There was one Which changed its name 680 many times that we cant 


remember what its calied.... always the question of Booze, they 


could get it when they wanted it.... it meant that the girls always 
zes the worst of iteee.e We had lo‘s of complaints over them, this 


area was a real black spot then .e. not 80 bad now, 


We used to run a lot of dances a one ti me, every Sat, used to get 
100 tp 15@ of the young ones there....2/3 of them girl8ee. over 
16 years of age typeBe... 30% of them would be from the Parish, 


We had to make it a Club, ticket membership... we get very little 
hepp from the L.C.C about tnese things... 

We had to make it a rule tyat they couldnt go out... they used to 
bring drink ineeee Same with the Membership tickets and the 


ee A 


i<\ 


2 Father Potter JoW. 


Chaps used to pass the tickets over the Lavatory wall to let the 
eo in with the tickets..... they used to get the booze over 
me the same way,' We had a figh more than once.. one of the 
re Curates hada fights with some of them.... got his Cassock torn in 
tWOreee We used to haveto put them out by force.... later we 


stoped the Dances because of it, 


We started 10 years ago, then we finished about 2 years agoeee now 


we have Socials, oceasionally they have a dance or 2, but never 


many’ get up to then,' 


One of the troubles was that we had to pay so much for the bands, 
Pe they got that they vanted 8£ a night, where it used to be 30/-, we 
couldnt keep up, the people will go where the bands are, 


and they couldnt pay more than 9d. for a dance, 


The thing was that I could get on the Platform and give them 5 
minutes punch, tell them of the Church and hat it stood for, they 
liked it, Now thoes who want dances go to the Dance Halls, 
they get the bands, they are less careful there of the Company, 


f I am sure that I cant remember one of oub people saying that they 


married any one who was met in a Dance Hall, thats what I can say¢ 


We had dances to keep thexout of the Pubs., they can go out and 
get drink from the Dance Halls,' We didnt seem to be getting any 
‘ where at all, T4er used to be a lot of dances. at Churchs 


See 


ee 


Father Potter, 3 . 


" Near by, I cant think of any of them who have them now, 

We can get 10 0 young people at one of our socials with no 

dancing,’ Socials are for the chance 66 the Leaders to meet 
the parents, the idea is mainly for the Family to get there, 


These used to be every Thurs, now its about every 2 months, 
Last Thurs. we had 200 there, refreshments, biscuits and tea, 


they could put a id. in a box if they wanted too, 


The young people dont marry the ist one they kiss, of course theres 
& lot of Hugging goes on after they have had drink at the Dances 
in the Halls, 


Ours 18 & rough Paris. The factory girls look like Film Stars 
till they open their mouths, then its all up, 


Ther i8 more hanging about the Strets now than there was, 


I think the youngsters dont think so much of marriage now, thats 


- when they go about Hugging and kissing as they do, some people wont 


face these things , We try to, look with Sympathy and understanding 
on these youngsters,’ 


Practigally every boy in here has had Connections with girls, they 
tell me 80, 

IT have one boy in here, he was with his girl in her mothers house, 
they sat in the Room, the mother said you cant waste the light, I 


am going to the pictues, she went, thats when he had Connections, ' | 


= 


He told me, I know he will tell when it happens again, T.e troum | 


j 


Father Potter. 4. | | 


# 
" T,e Peycodogists are little use... 


One of these dance Halls changed hands so often that it didnt 
the slightest difference, 


I talk to the young people privately about sex, I am not a 
fanatic about ite.ee. « I know from what they tell me that the 


young gpeopa who come here, that they dont @mxx marry the others 
they meet in the dance Halls,’ 


THere are quite a few who go to the dance Halls, but they are not 


the ones who are most attached fo the organizations at the Church, 
The same at the other local Churches, ", 
This man i8 probably the one man in London who among the Clergy 


undersvands the Working @lass and their habits, he is not a 
Poseur, although he is Amglo Catholic, 


District is of the Vpry poor wWork®#rs, with lots oi UNemploed, 


i | , 
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Stones, Rye Lane. A.H. AX 2 ae 03039 

bb 

Obs told to go to Stones in Rye Lane, by Stan of the Locarno. There 

dances organised by Lenny Haynes, local dance promoter and M.C. Obs | 

went alogg Rye Lane and at first missed the store. Enquired of two | 

chaps of about 20 and they told him where it was. ‘en. back along Rye 

Rye ,ane and heard the band playing. It hadn't been playing when Obs. 

went there before. Looked for entrance in Rye lane but couldn t find one. 

Went intoBlenheim Grove and there ‘ound the entrance in the street, : 

aboutIO yards from the main road. Doorway 4'6" wide and immediately Ss 

inside a flight of stone steps leading up to the hall. Went up these | 

steps. At the top a school desk by which was standing chap in check grey 

suit - inclined to the effeminate cut, but not too much so. Shoulder 

padding not overdone and the coat well cut in the semse that there ew 

were no creases by the shoulder padding or the breasts of the coat. 

Waistcoat almost straight round the bottom the two po nts being carried 

back sharply from the button. Light browm leather shoes - looked new. 

Chap had black wavy hair growing back and the shape of his head with mar 

ked occiputal projection was accentuated by th hair which was worn long | 

on top, but close cut back and sides (A good cut «and not the'basin' type 

favoured in working classes. Small well trimmed moustache just round 

the top of the top lip. This was Lenny Haynes. 

Obs gave his card. He looked at it and said fe was glad to meet him, 

What could he do for him? Then he said "Oh youre the gentleman from Mass | 

Observation" (He hadn't really looked at the card). 

Obs sat talking to him. He had heard about M.O. from Stan and had a gad 

notion of what Obs wanted to do. Was very polite with Obs and struck him | 

a being sincere. | | 

He was standi.ig getting the gate money. Door on the left of the landing | 

as you went up the stairs gave access to the hall. A plain wooden door | 

with the paint badly in need of a new coat. Notice on dooe on a rough | 

piece of cardboard, written in pencil, the main items being in bigger 

letters with double outline and pencilled filling. 


a 
"Admission to Members of the Rye “ane Dace Club 94 (Mondays. 
Sunday Afternoon) Tuesdays, Thursday 6d. At a conference held on 
‘Sunday Feb I9th. Yesterday (This was crossed out) it was d vided 4a #utu 
future that in future there would be no reduced prices 4 dances 
organised by any members of 'The South London Dancers' Association’. 
We reserve the right to refuse admission". 


He kept the money in his right hand pocket (trousers) and gave each 
person change from this pocket. No tickets were given - the door being 
watched all evening. The dancers all seemed to know Lenny and he made 

a point of saying something to each one who came up the stairs. de 
called the girls 'sweetheart' or'darling' or ‘dear' = not in an impert- 
inemt manner but in a friendly dpirit. Many he addressed by their 
Christian names, the men more than the women. 

He himself never swore - even when talking alone to the Obs. When chaps 
or girls came up and swore he reproached them. Thus one girl to a chap 
"Go and suck yourself", Lenny "Now, no language please". 

He had a smile and a cheery word for everyone. : : 
Obs spent about half an hour with him before going into the ballroom and 
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Stones Rye Lane. A.H. 1x 2. 6.3.39 


A girl of about I8 arrived - rather stoub,untidy, looked as though she 
could do with a wash and had a slight B.O. Prominent nose and a large 
face. Like all the dancers here she was a working class person. She 
showed an unemployment card when she entered and he let her in free, 4 
Later she returned to talk whilst on her way out <«t the interval and the © 
following is a synopsis of all her conversations and the info mation 4 
that Lenny gave the Obs. 

She asked Lenny if she could sing o-e number on the mike. L said that 
the mike was broken. She told him that last time she had asked to sing 
Jimmy (The proprietor of the hall) had refused, and this annoyed her. 
She said they didn't let herbecause they Hated her. (L told Obs later 
that this was exag eration. She made herself rather annoyi g to some by 
her habit of pushing herself into groups who were talking without being 
invited to join them. She was quite a nice girl he said. She did some 
crooning and wasn't bad at it in his opinion, but he thought that her # 
appearance was against ler. She didn't trouble to make herself attractiv = 
She re hadn't the mo ey 'poor girl' but she could have done a bit ‘ 
better). | ss 
She had come out at the interval with the intention of le aving. Said she } 
was fed-up. L asked her to stay. Laugh d and Foked ith her coaxing her, @ 
She seemed to relemt. "Can I stay here and talk to you a bit. I like 
talking to someone who I know is straight? WY sent ww 
ar , : 7c « : <> - _ ~ 435 <8 

She lodks down at the American semi-pornographic magazine on the desk 
ahd picks it up while she is talking. She has been ill and is out ffor 
her first dance since her illness. 

L. "How are you now? I'll bring you some of those next time". 

G "No M's all right. I don't want you to. You've beam jolly good to me 
in the past Lenny. I'm not so bad. I've had sciatica". 

L "What's that?" 

G. "Pains you know in your kegs and chest and back". 

L "Well you shouldn't be put dancing here you know." . 

G "That's just what I should be doing. He told me that I'd to get ag 
much dancii¢g in as I could." : 

L "You shouldn't be here really if you're still on the panel. They 
would have me up for it too you know." 

"T'm supposed to be meeting a chap now as a matter of fact." 

L "Oh. Going out with fellows. You'll be getting cold." 2 
G "He wants to marry me." i. 
L "yOu be careful. That's what he says." 4 
G. "No really he does. I didn't think so at first but I asked his friend 
and he sap: its true." 5: 
L "Well vou be careful. Don't you be taken in by him". | 4 
"No bloody fear I won't. He's on the stage. One of the Six Harmonists. 
Barry Laughton is his name." 

L "On". 

. "Aid he's promised to put me in the act too. You listen to thab." 
"They'll be seven new then" 

"They are now. He's the leading wrt in the act on the piabo". 
"Well you be careful" 

"No he's serious. I know he means it. e asked me". 

"Don't you let him lead you up the grden." 


"Don't you bloody well worry, I won't". 
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L "Well you aren't going to go now are you. Go on back." 
G NO. Ke 1 


She goes back in the room and stays till the end of the evening. Obs 

later saw her @ ncing with se eral people nd talking with a group. | 

The above conversation conducted in front of another cahp and the Obs. 

A few looked at the Obs but paid little attention to him, 

The other chap who wag listening to this conversation was a seatchiee chap 

of about 26, with a rather thick stubble on his chin. Dressed in a dirty 

raincoat and suit. 

Started telling Lermny how he had “ad an offer of an M.C's “job from one o 

of the ppomoters. This was when he was working. “e wes a bricklayer and RA? 

was getting about £2.10 then. Said he hadn't a tail suit. Promoter said == 

he would provide one. When the dance was nearly due he went to him and 
asked him about the suit and the promoter said he wasn't going to give 

him one. How could he afford to get one himself? He couldn't, so he lost 

that job in.consequence, 

Le. ny asked him how his wife was thede days. Laughed and said that these 

young fellows would do these things. 

Chap "Oh it was a case of having to". 

L "Well it was the bes thing you ever did wasn't it? Now admit it". 

Chap "Well I suppose it was really." 

L "Anyhow I think there are very few who do get married without having t 

to these days don't you?" (He turns to Obs for confirmation of this point 


Chap nods « 


L"Why don't you bring her down some evening. You can't stay long with the 
baby I know, but she could have a look in. Bring her alomg next time", S3s 
Chap talks for a few more minutes and then goes. He returns in about 5 
minutes. | 
"Can you let me have sixpence Lemny. I got on the bus in the Lane and 
started feeling for my money. I was sure I had another sixpence. I had a 


cup of tea in there and thought 'Oh I've cov enother sixpence. When I Py 


-ot on the bus I couldn't find it. I'll let you have it tomorrow." 
L "That's O.K. Give it me the next time you're in".(He gives him 6d. and 
the chap goes off). 


Another instance of Lenny’ S patronage of the clients. A negro (More than 


Ni2half caste but not full negro) lad of about I6 comes out and goes downt § fi 


the stairs. Says he is looking for some of the chaps. L says they have | 
gone out. Off he coes. He returns about I6 mins later. 
L"Did you find them?" 

R "No" 

He is just going into the hall when Lenny calls him tm ck. 
L"Haven't you got any money?" 

BH "Oh it's all right." 

L "No haven't you got any though?" 

B WNo" Pic 
L "Here you are. Go and get yourself a drink." He gives him 6d and off g 

soes the boy dowm the stairs again. ad 
OBs "Does he get on with the others?" 

L "Oh yes. But he never has any money you know." 


Some others (3 chaps)come up the stairs and L lets thm in without payin 
"They're out of work. Just knocked off the labour so they haven't any 
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money now. We let them in when they can't afford it you know." 

Several come and remark on the increase in price. L has the-same chee 
word for each. Says that that is what has been agreed upon and that they 
must do it. 8 chaps arrive and seem rather annoyed at this but one of 
the four settles them by saying "Well I'm not paying another 4d. to go 
back to the Elephant without anything". So they pay the 9d and o in. 

A few come and ask if they can see if their friend is there. When there 


are 2 tagether L lets only one go in. Never bullies them but is always 
firm with them. 


PAT The dance promotion. 


Lenny tells Obs some of the facts of the came. Says he reckons to make 
about £2 profit on the night. On a good night he will make more than thi 
There will be about I50 there. They get 200 or more sometimes. He pays 
£I for the hall. Jimmy, the prorietor,does the licensing and all L has t 
to do is to pay him the cash. There is no written agreement. It is all 
trust. Anyway if a fellow tries to do any funny tuff the hall proprieto 
boycott him so it doesn't pay to try it. He pays £2.5.0 for the band = 

a four p&éce - for the evening. This is below the standard rate of I2/6 

aman for the semi-pro, but as he gives this band 4 nights a week they 

let him have a reduction. 

The term for a chap who lets down on his agreement is a "Knocker" and he 

doesn't get any advantage for his dirty dealing because of the boycott. 

To prevent undercutting of prices they had decided to fix a charge for 

S$ dance s and tried to get all the promoters in S London to join in, Thgy 

ad got all but one, and he had stuck out. So last Sunday they had paid 
him a visit and had pbinted out the case pretty strongly. He had stiil 
stood out but the next day had come round to Lenny and had said he 
wented to come in with them. They were aving a meeting next Sunday at 

Pio Peckham Pavilion and Stan had been made chairman. He had said he had had 
no axe to ¢ ind. “is was Old-Time and their's modern - so he was chosen 
as being impartial. Invited Obs to hear the meeting. 

Le said that at these dances they always gave the jobs to people who 
were out of work and needed a bit of help (cloakroom etc). His & ther 
usually was on the door but not that night. 

Ais The majority who came were béys and girls of I6-I7. They were usually 
learning to dance and were getting confidence on the floor. Sometimes 2 
chaps would dance together. It was not that they were effemin te, but 
that they were pracyising. They allowed that here but would not at the 
bigger public places. Lots came becaus e they were social evenings. 
They had a good band heres It was a 4 piece. “ith 6 pieces they had won 
the Championship against®much bigger bands at the Wimbledon town hall. 
Bhey could swing, Not many could but the people like it. One should give 
them a good band. 

Pio.Here they didn't like Paul Jones. They thought it a‘bit childish. But 


a they liked a lot of excuse me damcese-They enjoyed themselves here more t 
than they would at the Locarno or another big hall, because of the 
sociable atmosphere. : 

f Len had first started this during the crisis. / e first dance was on 

% the night of Hitler's Nuremburg speech and only 30 turned up. The next. 


week it rained very heavily and only 20 turned up. However he thought he 
would try once more and the next week they had 200. The dances caught on , 


44 


ie 


by leaflets which they dis 
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and they have beeen popular ever since. They are going to have a char~ 
bane t ip soon. They have several of these in the year. The people each 
pay a ematt deposit and this is sufficient to hire the charas and pay 
for the food so they don t lose on it. Then they wy the rest weekly. 


About the dancers he reh ted that whilst they danced with sailors all  §' 


right they wouldn't usually dance with men in uniform. The only explanat 
ion he could offer was that sailo s were good dancers. They had te en 
running dances at the Elephant over the pub there an when the Australian 
worship was in about 60 sailors came alo g. The had been refused admissi 
on at 5 other places. Turned them away atfirst but they pleaded and they 
let them in. Well they were running the dance in about half an hour. 
They came every week then till the ship sailed. So they don't let men in 
uniform in, as much for their own sakes as fo the promoters, for the 
girls won't dance with them. Thinks that with the sailors their good 
dancing and charm is the reason. These fellows used to say thank you 

and escort the lady to her seat. Well the girls like that sort of thing. 


Lenny runs dances here on Mon. Tue. Thurs. and Sunday afternoon. On $1 
Sunday night he runs oe at Peckham Pavilion. He M.C's dances on 

Saturday night and does occasional. jobs other nights when free. He 

is an acetylene welder by trade. Obs asks him if dance promotion is 

a hobby. "Well my hobby has become my work and my work a hobby, you 

might say. I like doing this. It gives me something to do in the eve- 

nings. If I wasn't here I would be at a dance somewhere, and this 

gives me some money too. I could try for bigger money by running 

them at a big place. But if you get the bigger money one night you 

don't the next. It's better to get a small amount with steady income", Ps 
Lenny is not married himself. | ' 

He relates how once he was asked to take over the dances of the 

Federated Unemployed Club. The secretary disappeared with the cash to 

start with. The next week when he opened the hall to let the dancers ht 

he found that the bailifs had been in and had taken everything, even 

the paino. So they had the dance without anything.to sit on and 

with no piano. a 


He sayd they had a lot of gangersé- gangsterdom to cope with about @ 
years back. But they had stamped it out and rough stuff was not very 
common now. Related how one night Jimmy (proprietor of this hall) 

had had some tré@uble. 3 chaps had come along and tried to get in 
without paying. Did Jimmy let them in? Not he. He tackled the 3 of 
them - Jimny was Irish and pretty useful with his fists. He had 
knocked one down the stairs. When it was time to go home someone came 
along and said to him that the three were waiting for him outside. 
Nothing daunted-the-three Jimmy went out at the end and the three 
came up to him = to apologise. 


He reckons that if a chap gets married he can't give the same interest 
to the game. He is not married himself, Smokes bet dotsa ‘GC Arak. 


Reckons that it pays to advertise. They do their advertising first via 
The South London Press (when he sees a stranger he asks hint how he | 
got to know of the dance, and most say through the S.L.P.)3 secondly | 


tribute at their danceg 
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Lenny is a swing fan and reckons thst Teddy Joyce has the test band 
ower here. Reckons that the trouble with most bands is that they can't 
swing. But the people love it if they can. That -is why he chose the 
5" band they have here because it can swing. 


Trouble with many dance promoters is that they study one type of dancer. 

n Lenny could get a bigger price if he were willing to get only one class 
but he isn't. He's been 6 years at this promotion game and reckons 
that you must study all the dancers and not just the few. He loses a 
few ‘nice people’ that way, but makes it up in the extra numbers his 
policy brings him in. Lots of promoters study just the one type. He 
used to once. He never mixed with everyone. But does so now. It is best 
to mix with all. Says that they eproach him now if he fails to speak 
to them (Obs noted when he went in with Lenny into the ballroom that he 
was popular). They are, he says, the crowd of the future. You must 

S10 study them. He is going to run a dance with Victor Sylvester and his 

Band to play. They will cost £30 to engage. They will just about. make 
their fee and will lose on the dance, but it is good publicity. _wople 
will come to another. Secret is always to make sure that the people 
whe are advartised to appear really do turn up. If they don't - well 
the people say 'Oh they said so-and-so would be there and he wasn't. I 
suppose this dance will be the same' and they stop away. But if you 
give them whet you advertise they cone again. 


Price of his dances here was sixpence. But that wasn't enough and the 
P32 crowd itself actually voted that it should be 9d. Because they get 
better enbértainnent then with no rough stuff. 


Talking about the hall with Jimmy they related how at Xmas last when the 
cold spell was on - although they had had all the radiators on the crowd 
had to dance to keep warm. These who put their coats on the floor - 
many do this because they can't afford the cloakroom - found after the 
interval that they cpuldn't pick them up. They thought someone had 
nailed them to the floor. Actually the moisture condensing from the 
windows had formed in pools and had frozen during the interval. The 
curtains were absolutely stiff like board. 
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Obs entered the dance hall. Going in from the door one entered @ room 
about 25' square. On the risht was the closkroom for gents.charge 2d. 
This occupied frontage of about I0' and consisted of a wooden partition® 
with counter giving access to rows of cloak stands behind. Man of 50 


\a¢in charge. Next to this a counter. This the refreshment place. Round 93 
ADS the room bhairs, old settee, and 4 old cinema seats. . 
This was actually only part of the whole ballroom. The staircase walls 
projected into the room making a blockage of:floor space. 
Coming from the cloakroom one walked parallel with the cloakroom wall 
and turned left down the narrow neck of the room which resulted from 
this projction. 
Past the actual] staircase width the room widened and on the left was 
the woman's cloakroom. The band stand was situate’ batside this. 
Stand about 4' high. Bandsmen got on to it by climbing on a chair. 
(See sketch for plan of room), 
Windows round these two sides 
| \pillar 
- Ballroom : 
g | Ipillar | Seats all down side of room 
séats SE ALPES 3 | (This drawing not nearly to Ni! 
—— | scale. Actually ballroom proper " 
Ladies’ : ie | bigger than lounge. Ballroom | 5 
cloaks ‘|f] Baha stand) e 35' x 20'. Lounge 25' x 20!) Fis 
eens: T Th Tt | 
dD iStainease ||| | | Entrance from street directly below 
| i AL here. 
RS gee warner 
jelodks~ coun] 
| Lounge | Old cinema seats 
refreshments ma pe ae 
Gr { Rone | as mers | 


ba hadi 


Ass When Obs entered room about I50 present - half chaps, half girls. All 
<tiut = class. Dress of girls varied. Didn't do any counts but would sa 
: Fo about ¢ in evening frocks, rest in day frocks. Chaps in lounge suits, 
some Sunday best, rest working clothes. Air thick with smoke and the 
c2¢ heat. Down one side of room (right above) over 30 girls sitting in row. 
Widn't see any couples sitting out alone. Top left hand corner of room 
ill-lit yet none sitting there. For first visit didn't get any actual 


ie agg facts, but the following are impressions gleaned from the 1) 
even ney e | 
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Band. Don Wood 5.4. 3 
4-piece - piano, trumpet (Don), saxophone, drums. 
56 hi Playec hot swing. Piano an old upright, tinny sound. Band in evening 
. c,,, dress (dinner suits). Started numbers by Don saying'I,2,3,4'. Drtimmer 
"had small equipment - big drum with pedal beater, side drum (sticks for 
quicksteps and some foxtrots, brushed for waltzes and soft numbers). 
Don played hot rhythm on the trumpet. In the confined space din great. 
Pianist vamped up and down the keys. Sax syncopatec a lot. Don generall 
stood up to play. Rest sitting. Don announced the dances. Shouted 


"Clear the floor" at end of each dance.(Usually Lenny M.U's but was on 
door tonight, as explained above). 


Dancing. 


Crowd all danced fairly 'hot'. g-turn the basic step for quickstep. On 
or two tried complicatee steps - one chap doing sort of half-splits; f4 
feet spread out and sliding forward in line of dance. Obs has seen 
this steps at the Locarno, done there with grace and precision by a Jew. 
Here oy chap wasn't so good. Enjoyed it - smiling broadly every time 
he did it. | 
Mostly qdicksteps and foxtréts. Hardly any clapping at end of dance. 
Encore given automatically (as in most ballrooms). Crowd did ask for 
extra encore for excuse-me dances - clapping a.d whistltng, 
About 30 couples up for a dance... Line of girls - all apparently alone 
since most of them sat without speaking to neighbours - sat watching 
dances. Some of them didn't dance ad all all evening. 
Nit Only one pair of chaps danced together regylarly. Once a chap got up 
with t e negro lad and they danced hot for about a minute, kicking their 
XS feet out all over the place. Both roared with laughter. 
‘ 2 girls (one apparently with only a frock and possibly knickers on) 
’ danced together most of the evening. 
qo About 5 couples trucked. The two girls tried it and introduced a new 
variation by dancing along the row of seats sitting down alternately by 
holding in truckin fashion and one sitting down whilst still holding th 
other.AS she got up she turned and the other sat on the next seat. They 
did this right down the empty seats on the left side (le*t of word . 
'ballroom' on map), roaring with laughter. No-one took any notice of 
them. Three couples trucked fiercely, parting and doing Charleston step 
and other feet movements as they danced. Here again no-one took any not 
ice of them. When chap tried the flying splits step his pals grinned at 
| him. 
Sig No evidence o€ sex here. Dancing definitely not sexy. Lights extinguishec 
| for waltz, a lime on the band stand being focussed on a milti-faceted 
reflector of the normal type used in dance halls (same type as used at 
Locarno etc). Even then Obs saw no sex. Danced and looked in all dark 
corhers whilst dancing but couldn't see anythying of sex natyre - no 
- petting, or even chaps with arms round girls. | 
f° No Paul Jones. Several excyse me dances - both to waltz, quickstep and 
& ©) foxtrot. 
These always clapped. 
For dances chaps just walked over to girl - and she walked on to floor 
if.she wanted to dance. In one dance Obs asked girl. She had first dane 


and then walked off the floor although there was the usual automatic 
| encore. | 


& 
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Strongest impression on this first visit was the social function that 
this place fulfilled. There was no evidence that sex was the reason 
»\S for the people visiting the Mml1l. Most came there to dance as far as 
one could judge from appearances, 
c 
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Report on Visit to Stones, Peckham Kye. 


2 Obs arrived at 8-10 p.m. S.S. introduced to Mr. Stone, small 
5' 5", black hair brushed straight back, thin pointed face, 
tstreamlined', black suit in fairly good condition, white shirt 
and collar, black tie, a word and smile for everyones. ODe Aclie 
left at 8-15, Ob. handed in coat, hat etc. no charge and took 
position sat at desk at top of steps. Mr.S. came outside to take 
money and.a youth of e, 22, fairly tall (5' 10"), black, longish 
hair, *beetle-brow', small face, wearing black, rather, dirty ( 
overcoat, white-striped black scarf worn cravet style, covering 
collar and tie ?, came out and stood heaning against wall opposite 
hac to entrance door. Ob. could see right down stairway and street 
bs entrance. Entrance was by doorway from street, door open all 
night on inside of passage. Hand rail, half-way up door in 
horizontal position. 2 yds. of floor then flight of steps (12 steps) 
small landing, 1 yde on which was piece of matting and then 
another flight of stebs (5 steps) and top landing 2 yds. long, 
steps and landings 4' wide. Door leading to dance hall on left 
hand side directyy at head of stairs and opposite this adoor | 
leading to gents W.C. and foor of building below and walls of 
Surrounding bildéngs. Roof of stairs e, 15' high and runs 
PAYFATAI parrektel with bottam landing for 3 yds. and then wall 
20' high to roof over top landing. Green painted, bottam walls 
and foof and then green paint, 6' up sides of each wall, parralel 
with stairs, above that white paint and white-wakhed roof. Lighting 
by 1 light on bottam roof and one on top roof above top of stairs. 
Curtain rail 8' above 3rd. step from top on which was blue curtain 
decorated one-third of length(bottam) with ped and white flowered 
design and torn in two up to decorated part, one half tied to the 
hand-rail, of which ther e were one on each side of stairs, On 
door was notice of dirty cardboard 6" x 6" which said ‘Members 
Onley' written in pencil and underneath was a further notice 
of cardboard on which was penciled '9d'in double lines and 
filled in with criss-cross lines and on same card was penciled 
‘Membership Invited' and at right-hand sidenotice in green inviting 
irish members to Friday night all-night dance when James L. 
Barnard Small Irish tenor would be present. : 


is an 
Y.M. (looking at Irish notice} " What dfég M.C. p¢dnhd/fOe//f, eh Vim", 
Jim winks at Ob. " What is it OUR gas ne% GP» Ob. “ Master of g 
Ceremonies, isnt it", to Jim. ° d. | 


Two girls come up aged about 18, One in a tweed suit, light- 
coloured, Both hatless and permed hair, pli: 


J. " Good-emening ladies, 1/6 for you two. will vou b 
Tre. Sounday afternoon 2. / . r . eo 
G. " How much is it ? " 
de mn 6d. idk ; 
ba " Is that all ". Jim nods in agreement, | oy @ 
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Girl, dresse@ in brown coat and Hat comes up steps and asks :- 
" Is this the right place for the @ance club ", 
Jim“ Yes thats right ", 
Ge. "™ How much is,it " 
Cae Jim" 64 itis". Pays 6d. and goes in. 


, 


YM. " How do you get in the jazz trade ",. 


7 


Jim. " One of our band went for a try out and if it had been you, 
you would fave had an audition and if successful you would 
probably get an engagement with a good band and if it 


wasnt you could allways come back to the old band ‘there 
2 girls then came up the stairs 


Ge 2B Are you having a dance on St. Patricks night ? ", 


| Ge " What time does it start ", 
Je " 8 Otclock till 6 in the morning ". 
2 Girls then Left. A blonde then came up the steps. 


Be "™ Can I Look in for a minute, I'm loBking for a tall women " 


| * 
Jim opens the door and lets her ih and then she comes back a 
few minutes later and paysk¢ her admissiog money. 


A tall AD striped sui 
7 
i 


C tt, neat collar abd tie, hair brushed back 
~ cad ry % 4 -+- 
noked his head out of the 


dance room and said “* Jim, its very cold 
E 


abe Vaid 
in here, should we save a fire ", 
‘ee . es ‘ > a oes ~ a i a a M4 1 7 - i» 
Tim, ' Geraway, its not cold ", and smile@ as he spoke, 


’eO,. & Allright, eh Jim ", then closed the door, 


b 
After a few minutes Jim went in the room and then came out with 2 
cirl (19) wearing a green muffler, green coat and had tases "hate and. 
they both went down the stepva into the street.The tallish chap who, 
had asked about the fire came out to take the money and to chat to the 


; 
eM. who was still stood against the wall, 


- Y..M. I was round here this morning at about Z% 10 otclock before 
ee going to see about a job at an hotel, apprters job 


(3) ix 3 ; 
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Stones, Peckham rye (cont) 
YeMe. " and when I got ae T was told that the chap whose place I 

was going to ta had come back that day so I said that he 

might as well ae "ny name and «dress down in case another job 

turned up. I knew it was all balls but itis the best thing to Per, 

do rT? . 


".C. " do you go dancing ” 


YeM.e “" No L dont. dance ", 
YM. " when do you run these dances ?” 
T.C. " On Buesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. iJe get a good crowd here on 
Thursd layse The Irish run them on Fridays and they get a good 
crowd as well. They're pretty well advertised as well ", ] 
Yelle " IT usually fetch the refreshments and things and watth the A r 
dancerse ". | } 
man | 
Yen then came up and said " Gan I have a look in", 
Ae < “ie digd = ” 
YM. " I've heqrd that this Small Irish tenor, James L,. Barnard is q 
only3/' high "™, 
TeG. " Hes not much bigger ". 
J 
YM. " I once saw 2 big chap, 7* tall I think he was at a variety 
theatre and he was with some midgets and he bent down and Pry 
whispered to them in some foreign Zf~ language} I dont know 
what it was, some funny language, they all seem to speak some J 
funny language dont they ", | 
G 


irls then came up the stairs, one dressed in a red coat and one 
in a green one, 


LeCe " are you members ", 


Re G. " How muchis it 6d., its enough ' , 
Man then came up about 5* 8", no overcoat | M 
T.C. " Are you a member ¥, 6d. then please ", lee 3 
ae 


I.C% then went into the dance hall and a couple came up the stairs | 
ana man offered money to Ob. who directed him throughthe door, | ( 
eC. then came back and a blonde came up the stairs, 


pug 
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Jazz Report. S.S. 14/3/39 

Stones, Peckham Rye. (cont) 

T.C. " Are you a member " 

Be. ™ Well I have beem her before, 3d, is'nt it ", 
T.C. " Are you new members, if not it will be 9d, ", 


T.C. goes in again. 


Man of about 25 comes up and says to 0b. " I'm Looking for someone, 
can Il goin? ",. Ob. directes him to door, Comes out again with T.C. 
saying " If you should join as a member you will have to pay 4d *® 
Man " I might as well join ". 
T.C. " You will have to sign the register sometime " 
Man me Oele fn « Pa 
Mr. Se comes back with girl at 9=4 pem. 
T.C.e * What did I start with, 3747 or 5748 °?", 
No answer heard as they moved into the dance hall then, 


Jim and TZC. came back-to the landing top, Grrl (18) small (5% 5") 
dark brown hair, brown coat, came up steps, 


T.C. " Hello, Princess Charming I'm glad to take your money ". 
G. "™ How are you ™. T.Ce.F 1°m allrignt *. 


Jim " Come to give us your cash ? "™, 


Pry Girl gives 2/6 to Jim 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


Jim " All coppers ? here 1/6, 2/6, thank you ", 
Ge "™ Nice girls like we dont take money off you fellows ", and laughs. 
Jim and T.C. go in with girl, 


2 men come up stairs and one of them asks Ob the price. Ob tells 
him 9d, and directs him to door. Girl inside asks if he is a member 


{Sand he says he is and she asks him for 6d, 


M. " Well he ", pointing to Ob, " he said 9d, ", and then goes in, 


Young man comes up stairs and says " Can I pop in here to see if my 
pals are heme ", | 


Ob, " Just enquire in there, please ", 


9 ups then come up and the man rolls 2/6 on map which Ob is looking 


b. shows him Ho the door. 


Mees oath f ae 
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Jazz Reporte SoS. 14/3/39. 


Stones, Peckham Rye (cont) 


: Ob is looking at map and a voice suddenly says " Interested ", looks 
‘W4like a pros., about 30. Black hat and coat, 


Ob " Yes, its rather interesting studing maps "™. 
G. " How many are there in", 

Ob. " About 30, I think, " 

G. ™ 6d. is'nt it, do I pay you?, no, in here ?% 


A bunch of 7 young men at entrance door, one comes in and looks up 
staigps and then goes back to the others, They all then come up the stair 


Are asked to pay inside by Ob. 


2 then come out of door opposite and ask Ob for a passoout and Ob 
asks hihmm to get one in other door. Get one and then go down stairs. 
Another of them then comes out to Ob and says " Have two lads just 
come out of there ?" Ob tells him that they have just gone out. 
2 mins. later the 3 of them came back, 
YM comes back 10-0 carrying one bottle (jill) and has two in his 
ove#coat pocket. Ob left top of steps at LO-—20O as there was no one 
coming in.and went in room which was approx, 25'x25', On right hand 
side was a counter running half-way down the room parralel with r,.h. 
wall and the other half a wooden partition with a square cavity cut 
in, this was the cloak room and the counter was used for serving 
tea out. Dance hall was on left of this room reached by turning 
left at entranee door and walking down side of A wall for 4yds., 
turning left, walking on Length of floor 3 yds. and the dance was 
immeadiatly in front, band in corner at left. The right hand wall | 
was both the dance hall wall and the outer. room wall down which were 
¥ seats, Interval was at 10-30 and Ob went in gents \/,.C,. where 

SEaeer pee ttonee versep and slogans were written in pencil on each 
wall :t- 

t QO, filthy,slimy, slit, 
Divided by one inch, from shit, 
How can man wallow in thy piss, 
and callit bliss, I'm fucked if I can, 


Underneath this ' Balls ', 
Top of door ' I wish some of ye,fuckers would write plain ! 


On rest of door * UP Clare, the banner Ce,! 
‘Up Donegal't,. 


‘Our own Les for ever *, 


' Those cowardly Irish men who run away will soon come back * 


— i 


ie 


id 


a 
ae 
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Stones, Peckham Rye (cont) 


On rest of walls, 


Cad 


Men with woth (?) come here to shit and do not 
writ wpon the wall, 
But men without come here $o shit and go dotnot 
writ at all. 
' Up Kerry and Galway ' 


* Broke the record at Croke Park in the All Ireland 
football final, long may they live } 


' Shit and piss and lids (?) 
whem.stormy words are past 
shall Gent calm succeed, 
' Up Galway = Up Kerry the All Irelands ' 
' God be with Ardell, Trog amd White’, 
' Hitler will win *, 
' Catoy Jennings, Jerry Flyn, Tim Magcaky '. 
' Cut throat,the Tams were the boys '. 
¥ Terry O. Connolly. ' Up Galway ' 
' UP Sligo, up every time Ireland ',. Se O. Briane 


' Where were the Tams in 1916, 
Up Ireland, fuck the Tams '°, - 


' Eike Hire '. Up the Banner County and Galway,.' 
' Taffy had been ih a very nice two, Up Hire '! 
' Up Bipperary every time '. C.0.Brian G,0.D ean 26/11/38, 


Thomas Thorpe 
l, Kmercathy, 
Co. Maxford} Hire. 


s3;After taking above down Ob went into the dance hall to await the 
dancing after the interval. Band a 4 piece one, piano, drums, trumpet 
and saxaphone, they also had an amplifying machine which was of an 

adjustable type, the controls in a cabinet about a foot by 6" Apfd with 

four knobs for tuning. Dancing started at 10-45 and Ob danced with 

a girl of 20 who was wearing an overcoat. 


iy a 


nes, Peckham: Kye. 


Are'nt you cold " 


No,but it && rather cold is'nt it ". 
Tt is ver¥ cold. Marvellous how you keep getting bumped, even 
when there are a few on the fpoor:",. 


hat do think of this place ", 


' Oh, ité allright but as a matter of fact this is the first time 
I have been here, I think it is a better night on Thursday ". 


This dance was a waltz and after that a slow fox-trot which Ob 

did not dande, At the pause for the encore clapping Was very 
spause and the pianist called out " Carry on, please ". This was 
called out for every dance at the encore, lyext dance was a gquic¥-= 
step and Ob wént up to girl (dressed in fur coat, scarf and black 
hat) and asked her for the dance but she refused saying " You 
would'nt want anyone wh mistakes " Ob. “ Oh, thats allright 9 
She, however, did not make any move to get up so Ob walked awaye 
Pianist announced that this was an excuse me dance, At the comnm- 
encment of the next dan ‘also a quickestep) the pianist called 
out " Last dance please ", Ob took counts, oO8 present, 51 of them 
being males.-5 girls'had their overcoats on, no evening dresses, 
All dancers were under 30, National Anthem played at llecS,le 
people walkimg about during the playing of it (noy Ob) 
Left dance floor and collected hat, coat etc. and Jim came Up. 


Y? 


What do you think of it then ",. 


Oh its allright but there are not many here are there ", 


a : = 


NO the best night is thursday ". 
nat do the majority of them do ? " 
shop assistants,-servant girls and factory hands “* 
Same crowd on Thursday ?" 


is generally an entirly different crowd here " 


thanked him and left at 11-35, 


(52] 
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T 40 368. 17/3/89. 
—— oS- ' —— i iia a al he ei 
Sones Peckham ye. St. Patricks Day Dance. 


Ob Arrived at 8-0 p.m.Was not shallengeé at door. Asked man in cloakroom 
for Jimf. Was told he was in dance-room. Saw him in there and asked him 
if he was expecting a good crowd there. Sand " Oh yea, at least o00,”" 
Left him and deposited ghoes, hat coat in cloakroom free of charges 
A middle-aged, baldish man wearing light suit and zipp-fastener 
pullover is fixing a rose in spray of grecn leaves. A young man comes 
into room carrying a suit case, from which a sound of bottlessis heard , 
After leaving case behind refreshment counter went out again. Jim 
comes into room to talk to the band players who have just come (8-15) 
and thé young man comes &&ack again carryimg another casé@,. When he sees 
the middle-aged man's rose, says 


" Where are you going, a wedding or funeral ", 


Jim." Here that, wedding or funeral { " 


Ob going towards top of steps and Jim says " If you dont mind, i'd 
rather younot sit outside there tonight, we shall have a rush shortly ". 


Ob. " I was'nt going to sit, I know you will be pretty busy, I'm just 
eoing to have a look at the decorations outside ", | 


¢ Stairs from street had fad beem painted about 1ft. from each side _ 
of wall in brown. Instead of piece of sacking on landing at the middle 
a new fibre mat had been placed there, Hand-rails had been painted over 
in gold-paint. \Woodwork in stairs had been recently re=-painted in 
brown ahd a notice was tacked on the door,'Wet Paint®,. At top of passage 
Over desk was hung the Irish flag in a vertical position, green, white 
and yellow in that order, Rest of decorations as on plan, under :- 


oe 3 “2 


mPET * 
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St, Patricks Dance’ _ Dee 


¢ 


Jim (to M.A. man) " Lift that easy chair into the corner ", 
MeAe " Right back ", (struggles with chair } 
Je " Lift it ", and not quite as loud ™ Brains ", 


At this time (8-15) about 30 people had come and about 20 of them girls. 
At 8-25 the band took their positions on the platform, only 4 of them 
being there. Novice on wall near ladiew \/.C. door read;- 


‘Brian Boru Irish Social Club, 
Grove Ballroom, Rye Lane, Peckham. 
Dancing every 
Wednesday Saturday 
sunday 
Music by the Clubs own renowned 
Ceiledl Band, 


The first dance was played at 8-30, being a Barn dance, @ girls got 
up and were making an attemt to dance it but it finished up as ay 
fox-trot. 2nd dance was also a barn dante but. no one got up. Tne 
piano-accordian player came at 8-35, being greeted by " Hes come at 
last chaps ", from the saxaphone player and rest started laughing. 
The 6b&, dance was apparently the same but Ob did not know, 4 girls 
were dancing, two of them being the ones who were dancing the first 
time and the other pair did the danee correctly, The 4th, dance was 
an Old-fashioned wal&’Z% and c.30 on the floor, Paper hats were given 
out at Se55, these being all shapes and sizes but all of them decorated 
with green. Ob sat next to girl who had got a cigerette out and was 
funtiing for match, Ob took out his lighter and gave her a light and 
said, 

" Not many here yet, are there ?" 


Ge " No but they will be rolling up shortly." 
Ob " Do yor like these Irish dances", 

Se, ” yes I do " 

Ob " Do you come here a lot ?" 


G. " Yes I come Bere pretty regulary and of course I could'nt miss thés, 
its the best dance of the lot ", 


Ob " What do you think of: the Irish dances ?" 
G. * Oh I like then, once you get used to them they are pretty easy ". 
Ob " Would you like this dance ?" (second half of o.f,. waltz.) 


Before this had been an Irish dance, Segs, like the Lancers onl 
ie e were 12 people in the set, there being 2 sbts up and after this 
another O.f. waltz, when Ob stabted talking to girl ) 
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St. Patricks Night. (cont) See 17/3/39. 
Ob "™ T dont do it slow " 
G. " Allright I'll doit fast then ",. Dressed in light green dress. 


d%/ydd This was a ladies excuse-me dance and Ob was excused 5 times 
and had no further chance of conversation with partners. 6th. dance 
Next dance was a quick-step and Ob asked girl in light blup dress, 
puffed at shoulders, for the dance, 


Obe " Do you like coming here ?" 
Ge " Oh yes 1 ado ™, 

Ob. " Have you been before ?" 

Ge " Yes many a time ", 

Ob, “ Are you Irish then ?”" “Ved. 
G, " No, are you ?", 

Ob. " No, pure Anglo-Saxon - " 
G. " And Lancashire ", 


After this came an irish old-time dance in which dancers were arranged 
in fours, 4 facing 4 and so on down length of room, one line on one 
Side of the room and one on the other with an odd 4 at the. end of each 
line. Dance started by each facing partner and couple adjacent crossing 
over to other side and then back again and then individual couples 
dancing together followed by the 4 middle ones making attub'. Then 

4 in line walked forward each way and thus absorbing the odd 4 at 

one end and left an odd 4 at the other, This dance was dalled te 
seigemmis, During dancinf of this Ob. was sat next to middle-aged Ls 
Man who said to Ub 


ASS " Lot more girls than men here are'nt there ?" 
Ob. " Yes, I shovld think about 6 girls to one man " 
MeAe “" Yes there are ", 

Ob. " Are there often more girls than men ?" 
eA. " Oh no,¥ where do you come from,?Lancashire ?" 
Ob. "No. Yorkshire, home town near Leeds " 


M.A. " How far are you from Hull | 


Ob, " About 30 miles hs, are you Irish ?" | 
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St. Patricks Night (cont) $.8.  17/3/$9 
M.A. " Yes, though I have beeh in the nobth for a long time now " 
Ob. " Dont you do the dances then °?" 
MA. " No L just come here for the sake of company 7? " 
Ob left to take noteda@ and saw Zim 
Ob. " Hows business then, plenty here ?" 
Jim" Not so bad ", 
Ob. " There are a lot more girls than men here, are ‘nt there ", 
J. " The men are in the boozer, theyy will be coming out after 10-50 , 
most of them have got there tickets, wame for them and then 
ed went backs 
Ob. " Do you get many fough=houses at these dancesg ?" 
Je " Yes a few sometimes ", 
Ob. " Do you throw them out then " 


Je " Well I have a couple of chaps here tonight and me of course, 
if there is any throwing out to do ". 


At the Seigermis, Jim had been calling for the couples, assisted by 

the ii.C,. : 

A quick-step followed the Seigemmis, when there were c,. 00 couples 
on the floor, This was followed by a Barn dance after which the 

Palais Glide and the Lambeth Walk and the 1li.C, then announced that 

the next dance wouldbe the interval waltz. Interval from 10-20 to 
LO-40 p.m. Ob dancing with girl in waltz :- 


at 
i 


Ob " Mo you like these Irish danves ?" 

Ge " Yes I think they are lovely ", 

Ob. " Why did you come here tonight ?" 
G. " Well I usually come dancing here and this is a special night ",. 
Ob, " ARe you Irish ? ", 
G. " Partly ¥, my mother was Irish ", 


' Girl was dressed in black dress with green sash round waist. Had 
, °, Oriental features, Ob to girl in Pal Glide :- 


~ " There seems a sparsity of Pee here ", 
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St, Patricks night (cont) S.S. 17/3/39. 


G, " Yes I suppose they will be in the pubs ", 


Further conversation cut short by a row of four dancers coming and. 
attaching themselves on to Ob and partner, a youth being next to Ob, 

At this time most of the paper hats were lying about on the floor, the 
band were wearing them, After the Palais Glide and before the 

interval waltz Ob could hear a couple(man, black striped suit, 

black hair, green shirt and green collar, green striped tie, girl, 
black dress, black hair) talking but they were talking in a strong 
aceant and Ob could not tell what they saying .0b went out at interval, 
each patron was given a pass-out ticket, When Ob came back a group 

of 5 persons stood at the bottam talking in GBAlic and one of their 


a4 number was pushing his way up the steps and when he got to the top 


was asked for ticket. As he didnt produce one he was sent back (was 
slightly drunk)Inside door Ob saw Jim and said :- 


" Somebody trying to gatecrash ? " 
J. ™" yes, but they dont stand an'earthly' ". 
Jim had a bandage round 3 fingers of left hand and another door- 
keeper had badages round fingers on right hand, There were & at the 
door taking the tickets. Ob went up ts refreshment counter and 
gg next to man in light suit (striped), dress shirt and black bow 
Ce 
M. " Lot here are'nt ther ? " 
Ob. * Yes there are, do youd like these dances ? " 
Me. " Yes but I dont like it now its too crushy ". 
Ob. " Wil] you be dancing then ? " 
M. " Not for an hour or so yet ", 
Ob. " do you come regularily ? " 


M. " Oh, yes, everytime but they are nice, of course this is ex- 
eptional, in about two hours a lot will have gone ", 


Ob. " Have you been to these all-night dances before ? " 

M. " Yes and I have found out that it is bétter for dancing about 4a.m," 
Ob, had asked for lemonade and the girl had brought him a packet of 
Craven 'A* so Ob asked for lemonade again a bit louder and thés time 
got one. After having drunk that M. said 


" What do you want, a lime juice, they are better than lemonade ", 
Ob, " Thanks very much m, | 


at 


\ 
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St. Patricks Night S.S. 17/3/39 “a 
M. " Would you like sandwich as wela ? ", 


Orders sandwich for Ob and in the meantime a girl had come up to 
the other side of him and he also ordered sandwich for her, As old- 
time waltz started Ob excused himself and went into dance room, Did 
not dance this one but went into W.C,. to make notes, Wall facing 
door had been painted over with green and ths wooden seat of the 

hie lavatory was on the floor, Sound of bottles outside and voice said 
" Any more ", Door was tried twice, When Ob came gack an Irish dance, 
the Seigemmis, was in progress and the couple who had been talking 
togehher were dancing it. After the dance 5 young people, 3 girls, 

| 2 boys (average about 21) drew into a corner and one cruthmetoake a 

‘Yad bottle out of his pocket, had a drink fpom it and passeé@ it round 
to the other four, one of the girls saying to the owner "look quick 
and put it away ", 4 of them moved away and owner stayed, put cork 
on, took it off again, had a swig and hastily put cork on again, 
A man sat down near turned round and smiled at Ob,Next dance was an 
old-time waltz and Ob asked girl in green dress for it and when 
dancing said :- 


*" Do you like these old-time dances ? " 
G, " Yes, very much ", 
Ob. ™ Can you do the Irish ones ? " 
G, * Of ocerse, I come here often, mostly on Saturdays ", 
Ob. " Are you Irish then ", 
_G@, " Yes, where do you come from ? " 


Ob. " The north = Yorkshire " 
G. " What are you doigg'down here then ? * 
Ob. " Studying old-time dancing, hoping to write a book about it ", 


G, " Its ereverlans how a partner can steer a girl through these 
| crowds ", 


Ob gave a mock bow and girl laughed. Next dance was Irish old-time 
and Ob went into next room and saw the man who had bought lime-juice 
laid on a settee with the girl. Opposite refreshment counter were 6 
upholstered chairs fixed togehter, cinama style and on the one 


nearest the dance hall was sat a small man c, 3' tall, Ob went up 
to him and said : = 


" Mr, Barnard ? ", 
M.B. " Yes thatsfight ", 


OB. " Very pleased to meet you, I'm here studying old-time dancing 
with a view to helping to write a book about it ", 
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St. Patricks Night, (cont) S7.S. 17/3/39. 
M.B. " Oh yes ". : 
Ob. "What do you think of the Ifish old-time dances ?" , 
M.B. " Oh I like old-time dancing its got life in ti ". : 
Op, " Have you been to these befobe ? " , 
M.B. " Yes, I have been to af few in my time " ( 
Ob. *" Do you sing folk songs ? ". : 


M.B. “" No pophlar ones Ike 'Lily of L. * and the'Irish Bmigrant’," 
Ob. " How long have you been sing ing @", 

M.B.~ " About 10 years ", 

Ob. " Were you born in Ireland ? ". 7 
M.B. " No I was born in London but my parents were born in Ireland ", } 
Ob. " Have you met Count John McOrmatkK 7? " 


M.B. " No I have'nt met him personally but I have been to one of his 
concerts at the Albert Hall ™, 


Ob. " Do you traval much ", 


M.B. " Yes, I have done most of the British Isles? I have come from | 
Welling tonight ,from an Irish concert ", | 


Ob. * When are you going to sing to-night ? " | 
MeB. " I dont know, havee/ those two girls danced yet ? " 
( Tthe two girls c. 10 years of age, had arrived at 10-45 
accompanied by a women in fur coat) 
Ob. * No, not yet ™ 
M.B. " I sing after them I think ", Looks into dance hall 


M.B. " Is there AZ a lot in there ?, you know I dont like the band 
in this corner, I think it should be in the far corner ", 


Ob. " by themmay do you speak Gealic ? " 


M.B. " No I'm afraid I dont. Its afunny language isnt it ? It and the 
: Scottish Gaelic are very much alike, Welsh allways sounds to 


me like German, Gaelic seems to have more of the Latin touch 
about it ", 
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St. P ks Night. (cont) 
M.B. “" Where do you come from then ? " 
O-b. "From the North - Dewsbury, Yorkshire ". 


M.B. " Yes I have hearaé about it but I have'nt been there ¥, there are 
a4 lot more Irish in London than in Yorkshire are'nt there . Boe 


Ob. " Yes there are, There are also a lot in U.S.A. I think ", 
M.B. " Yes there are alot there, they emigrated during the famine ", 


Ob thanked hin aridieft him to do an old-time waltz and after that 
a modern waltz followed by a barn dance. During the barn dance there 
c. 100 pepple on the floor, the majority of the dances could it correctl 
but some of the younger couples were doing a fox-trot to it.Ob went in 
the other room and at the refreshment counter two men were argueing, 
poth of them being slightly drunk, apparently about a woyiman and one 
of them through a cup of tea over the other which also went over 
a girl who was stayding near, Jim then came up and settled the 
aurguement by a threat of force, At 12-35 the two girls didi there 
dances, One of them had long haif in finglets and the other curly 
hair, there dresses were the same being ., White blouse, with cloth 
shamrock sown on and a spray of greeny heather, yellow sash round 
waist, green skirt, green cape, white stockings, black shoes. During 
the dancing only the fiddle was playing. Dancing finished at 12-50 a.m. 

As Ob was passing into dance hall.saw 6 youths in W.C. passage drinking 

| in turn from a bottle, In WC. skylight was a mans cap whibh had not 

: -~been there aarlier on in the evening and on the washstand was half 

of a White Horse Whisky carton, More voices and sound orf bottles 

| outside the door, Ob went in othery room and a youth was lying 

| on a’ settee asleep and round the room were couples in each others 

arms, Saw Jim and he said that the attendance was 754, but that 

: did'nt actually represent the no. of people in the dance hall as 

some of them had only been here a few hours and some had only just 

come, Ob also asked him about the gate-crashing gang and he said that 

they had come back twice again and they had had a bit of atdust-up,'* 

Ob went backZ into dance hall and danced with a girl dressed in green, 

black hair and talked with stréng Irish accent, 


Ob, " What do you think of the dancew then ? " 


G " Oh, its allright, its easy once you get into it and learn the 
few important s$eps, once you know them you know them all ", 


Ob. " are you Irish then " 
G. ® Yes I am and proud of it, are you ? * 


On " No I*m afraid I*M not ", 
After dance Ob saw man put paper hat on womens head who 
fetcheé another women who put the hat back on his head, 


thing out of his pocket and one of the women gaid * 
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St. Patricks Night (cont) 


and he put it back laughing as he did. Ob did noy see what the 


object was.Next dance was the Seigemmis and Ob was sat down next 
to man who called out to one of the men waiting to do the dance 
"Up the Dore (?) and then again "Up the Dore " and then said 
"Watch Him"... Man. replied by pulling false teeth down and exposing 
two natuafalctéath at the same time putting his arm round his 
partners neck, After the dance Ob went into the other room and 
leaned against the pillar writing and the middle-aged man 
re-ferred to earlier came up to him and said " Still writing ? " 


Ob " Fes, still ", 
M.A. * Whats it for ? ". 
Ob. * Oh, for a deck * 


M.A. " What do you think of the girls, I would'nt give a penny 
for any of them ", 


OB. " What's the matter with them ? " 
M.A. " Oh, they know thefe it, with thetw dresses ", 


Ass The crowd was now about at it’s height there being about 500- | 
$50 in the dance room, besides the couples sat around in the other 
room, Next dance was an Old=-time waltz followed by a quick- 
step after which came an Irish dance, the Sets. At 1-10 Jim 
announceé " Ladies and Gentlemen I have great pleasure in 

Sa¢ asking Mr. James L,. Barnard the well known Irish tenor to sing 
to you to-night ", His first song was " Danny Boy " and when the 
chorus was sung some of the dancers joined in, mainly some youths 
at the back, The next song was the " Irish Emigrant " at the end 
of which hw was applauded but the applause did not represent the | 
whole of the pepbae present, Ob then’ went out for 4 hou’ to write | 
up and did not get the dances danced, People began to leave (2-0) | 
about 40-50 soing. In the other room the man who had bought Ob a 
drink and his girl moved of the settee at 2-15 and another couple | 
took their place. Another mmn was sleeping sat on one of the 6 
chairs with his head bowed down, At 3-10 a piper took his position 
on the platform without any announcment and played for 5 Be 
The pipes were arranged in parallel form and were of different | 
lenghh and e@&t the end of the longest one were silk tassels of 


‘ green, yellow and white, 
wLAdLo/94 She /PEB96/88/RAB/FOP/AY VEE ho’ che bag wan cc tached 


e middle of the pipes and this was supplied wath air by being 
tucked under the elbow and inflated and deflated by the elbow, (1.h.) 


The notes were played by using the fingers on the left hand, the 
fingers being moved over the holes, penny whistle fashion. 
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$t,. Patricks Night, (cont) 


The applause was scanty and during the end of it some poeple 

at the back had been laughing. After this a piper came on tha 
floor and stood playing for 10 sec, and then walked to the other 
end of the room and back again, then back again and so on, pausing 
halfif¢ way through 10 sec, and parade@ up and down again, He played 
5 mins. and got a much better aplause than the other piper and the 
people were quieter during the playing, His pipes were more on the 
Scotch style, wind being provided through the mouth into a bag 
and the pipes radiated from the bag, one hanging diagonally down 
for pl the notes, These pipes were also decorated with the 
Irish colours, silk tassels, on top and bottam of the pipe, Ob 
went into W.C. to make notes and found a wents wris} watch on the 
floor, square face and silver linked strap. Ob took it to Jim 

and told him where he had found it and asked him if anyone had 
reported losing it. 


Je " No, noéne has been to me for it ", 

Ob. * Are you going to announce it has being found ? " 

Je “" No, someone might claim it and not be the correct owners ", 

Ob. * What are you going to do with it ? * 

J? " I shall keep it a week orso to see if someone claims it,f% 
remember a month or so back that someone found a pound note 
and handed it in and a person claimed it a week later ", 

Ob danced a quick-stel with a girl in black dress, brown hairand 

obs A lot different from the Irish dances ? * 

G. " Yes can you dofithe Irish dances ?" 


Ob, * No, but 7I think once you get the few important steps 
learned it works out allright ". 


G,. * Are you Irish ? * 

Ob. " No, are you? * 

G, " No, a Londoner f, where do you come from ", 

Ob. " North of England ¥, Have you been here before ? " 
G, " No, this is the first time here " 


Ob, " why did you come then ? " 
G. " Oh, I dont know " 


| ‘igip & Ge 
St. Patricks Night (cont) 


Ix 4 


As the time went more people went home and less people were on the 
floor not from the fact that there was'nt a lot there but more 

so because the people were getting tired, Ob sat down next to 

one of the men who had been at the door and hie head was hanging 
down, apparantly asleep. A gtkl walked up to him and pulled his 

h&&r and ran back. Man looked suspiciously at Ob, Girl repeated the 
process but he didnt take any action ,The dance finished at 5-50 A.M 
there being c,100 peeple present, Outside the streets werelight 

and workmen were hurrying along the pavement. Ob collected hat, coat 
shoes etc, and then went in the dance hall and saw Jim 


Ob " A good nights work eh ?” 

J. " Yes I think we have done pretty well ". 
Pushes curtain back disclosing a broken window, 
Ob. ™ Who dongwe that ? ” 


Jd. " I dont know, I reckon it was some of tnose couples sat in the 
window ledge " 


Ob " Will you bother finding out ? " 


Je *" no it will only cost a few bob to mend, we shall have to have 
some small railings on the window ledge ", 


Ob. *" Oh, by the way did anyone claim that watch ? " 
Je " No they did'nt "| 
Ob, bid Jim good morning and departed at 6-0 a.m, 
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Locarno. > 1924.39 


be 


Girl from Stones. 


Obs asks Sammy about her. He says that one of the other boys could 
tell him more about her. "She is quite a nice dancer, but none of the } 
chaps will dance with her. She's dirty. You should see herg finger 
nails! Quite a nice dancer though," 


Obs "Yes. She was telling me that she goes daircing every night. Wonder | 
she can afford it!" 


Sammy "Well she only spends about I/} with us here." 
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“Peckham. Rye Lane — x SeSe 


Saw Jim and he said thay Lenny's 


ne $ ers theree 
G arrived 9-0. ¢. oO Came just about pay the expenges. 


lub dance last Sunday would omly ; : 
vet ope said that his dances were affected both by the ckisis and the 


orking class youths and girls. Ob saw at least 
<p ye ile om ee the ee Club dancee All the female dancers were 


m he saw at 
under 25, and all wore afternoon dresses and blouse and skirte 


) 40 AFTERNOGIN DRESSES. 
BLONDES « 


Green, rabbit wool caller , 2 piece. black shoeSe 


Green, red collar, brown shoese 
Black, white collar, black shoes. 


Black, black belt, : ae 
Black, green sash, black shoes, 


-BRUNETTES 


Salmon, black belt, silver shoes, 2 piece. 
Black, pin striped, black shoes. 


Black, black belt Bice uae 
Black, white shoulder trimmings, brown shoes. 


Black, silver clasp at neck, Dlack shoese 


Flowered , Green Foundation, Silver Shoes, 

Black, Green and Mauve neck and waist trinming, brown shoes, 
Flowered, black foundation, silver shoes, | . 
Flowered s¢ ‘ Sold shoes, 

Black, flowered, Dlack foundation neck scarf, black shoes, 
¥IdWerda/ Black, black belt, black shoes, 


Black, white, lace, neck and arm trimnig, gold shoes, 
Green, tight green neck band, silvernshoes, 
Black, black shoes, 


Ginser Hair, 


aback SigeR Puitler, black shoes, 


brown shoes, 
Black, gold neck trimming, black shoes, 
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Pye Lane. (cont), $3.3. 20/4/°9, 


Blouse and Skirt, 


| BLONDE, 


White blouse, black skirt, Black and White shoulder straps, 
| siaver shoes, 


ee BRUNETTE, 
7 


White blouse, black skirt, black shoes, 

Salmen rt , a rT ; rt r? . 

Flowered, white foundation blouse, Slack skirt, black shoes, 

Maroon blouse, black skirt, silver ishoes, 

Green blouse, black skirt, flowered shoulder straps 

Dark brown blouse, light brown skirt, green striped coatee, Be 
SnoOe Se 


White top, black skirt, browm shoes 

Brown costume, flowered black foundation blouse, stlaver,shoes, 
Dark green, light green bhouse, black shoes, 

Black and white blouse, black shoes, 
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Pd ma Stones s AHe 304039 
0 went to Stones, arriving late. With SeS. tired some experimental 20, 


but these not successful. Tried one idea of SS to time couple round floo. 
then count everyone passing a given point within that average time, Bu 
this gave a hopelessly inaccurate result, beeause of the different 

people take on the floor. The couple timed kept near the outside which 


es 
mad. thir time greater than the average, but even with a couple tined nearer 
the middle the result was inaccurate. : 


Chat with Lenny. He introduced obs to his sister who comes to the dances, 
and og out his mother who was with er, Later introduced obs to his | 
father who collects at the door for him, Father said that any time obs woul 
like to visit a working-men's club congert he had only to get in touch 
with him through Lenny and he would take him along. “ays that these have 
the old misiv hall atmosphere, with the rows of seats with shelves in front 
of t em for classes of beer. “hese passed aiong the rows diz the showe 
They have full length variety shows with some good turns and chavs pay 
about 4d for thise 

They pay @ small subscription weekly. 
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Dancing and the crisis. AH 2643439 


Haynes for the attendances at St. Patrick's night 
those last year. He attributes the reults to i; 


ba, poe: given obs by L 
this year as compared wit 
politieal crisis. 


\/ 


1938 1939 
Peckham Pavilion. (Old Time) 278 135 
Old Kent Rd. Baths (Modern) | 450 300. 
New Cross Palais (Modern) 400 200 
Camberwell Baths (Modern) 300 400 
Rye Lane (Irésh) --- 560 (All Hight) 


Rye Lane SeSe 


'poem' read out during the middle of the evening by thé dance band 
leader, 


It was early one morning, 7x/xMe 


the sumper last year, 
en a young man went swimming, 


Round Brighton pier, 


He dived in the water, 
And swam to a rock 
Amused all the ladies 


By showing his fist to a copper that stood on the shore, 


The very same copper, 
had copped hom before, 


This young mans woman, 

had jus’ learned to swin, 

He travelled for miles 

With his hand on her chest to support her in case she gok tired, 
A Kindly touch that lady admired, 


They lounged on the begeh all day, 
And she started to hun 


For some bits of seaweed, 
To hang round her windows at home, 


He He swam like a drake, 


She swam like a duck, 

And they finished the morning, 

With a nice cup of tea in a cafe' nearby, 
A treat which she never declined, 


This holiday is over, 

and as evening died quick, 

she amused her lover, 

By tickling his fancy for the rest of his life, 
As she will be to him his dear little wife, 
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ga7% Reporte S.S. 11/3/59. | 
Dx : MOL OF Be dace to LanezoO at Ruti Jr G ra S pn Ot | 


Hivertising. Hand bills and local ppwes#. Poster outside dance hall, | 


Appearance. Rutford Hall standing in own grounds, Dance hall entrance 
at left hand side of house. Swing doors leading to 
ee passage. Down four steps to gents cloakroom on right. 
DL Ladies cloak~room down flight of steps on right. Gents : 
jhtes cloak-room, small, stove on left- wall, with fender 
round, Actual eoat-hanging room on fight, door at ond 
of ron wall, opposite entrance to IW Gio, 
Opposite cloak-room door entrance to Smal! Hall. Room 
about 20° x &*, and as: Mobs was proceding to count the 
dancers was approached by youth and asked if belonged 
to Arcadian Soeial Club and on giving a negative answer 
was told that this | was for use of this club only, 
Apolagy from Mobs and directed to the Large Fil, Anout 
26 persons ih Small Hall of both sexes, ages from 18 to 
25 Music provided by gramaphone with amplifying 
attachments. On short sage to Large Hall entered by i 
sliding doors (open). Band at far end of poom, 4piece jj 
thd —_, Penne, drums, saxaphone and trumpet, Was informdéi! 


per. ti 


1S @ 


that b usually 8 piece but other half at ° 
lame of band was Frank Baker and his Rutford Club 
Band (Dancing club held here on Sumdays) Daneing Hall 


. Mirrors on wall at each side of band. Mirror 
at left hand side on wall at entrance end and refreshment 
counter at right hahd side. Illumination four torch 
shaped. lights on each wall and four chandeleirs hung from | 
celilihg, Balloons stretched across room half way up | 
r lights near the 


length, Small cluster ofsmall coloured | 
balloons, Electric lizht sockets all over Poof, ) 
Two Tables and chairs 


as fires on each wall, let in/ w 
up s e of room, Ballito stocking advert 
silis up side of room and ene hung on big drum, 


Mobs arrived at 845 p.m. and ap roaghed by gent in 
evening dress who informed Mobs that Mr. Rowe was in 
bed, Shown to cloakroom, Paid 2d. cloakroom charge, 


on window 


Welked in Hall. as above and % in Large Hall. 
A Paul Jones a 7 pages. No evidense of Ballito 
Tange night pt ad » Asked ff girls opinion of 


T 


C45 (1) Girl (19) in mauve evening dress. "T havnt seen it 
ango re : 


done before, I gant do a +t 


(2) Girl (22)"Never heard of it bef 
brigning new dances out arent fi 


3 * § 
yee 


- } } as 4 4 
- ® “f ‘é 4 c 
‘ “ re wi 7 ‘ ’, 1 =e wa . 
F ’ j y oa et ’ P SP vee T Soe, ame ied a) ; y i 
j rf, 8 : ‘ - 5 4 43 - > er 4 ee Wg a 4 ug (Sheed j a ard » / 
y > t% . J eM - re set af ae el . 7 : lt ly - aie 7 << 
. ‘a J * ‘ nt een y Pee 6 a Pp he " : 2 Ns if oy 4 ore 


3 


J 
as oi al : rrr 2. a * . 
. : . 
7 as ae 
; —— 
—— 


| ) .aa, Report. See 11/3/39. 
Report on Ballito Tango (cont) 


a (4) Girl (25) "Should be allright I suppose, I ean do th» 
| hee Tango a bit, but not mich ", In green evening dress, 
Counts. 


AG 9=0 attendance was 62. Men 26. Women 36, 


4 men in dinner jackets, One in sports coat and black 
) trousers. Rest in lounge suits 


26 women. in evening dresses. Rest in afternoon frocks, 


ASS ; Men 26 Women 36 
Over 30 be Se 
20030 13. 16. 
under 20 8. a3. 


At eonmencement of Tango competion attedance was 76, 
Dances. 


Mobs was 1 hour late so number of dances could not be &éken 
ema no record taken by M.C. but was assured by M.C. tha’ no 
other dances other than fox-trots and waltzs been before 
arrival of Mobs when a Paul Jones was being played, Lambeth 


| Walk, which ag re pm: and danced ordinary and then done 
backwards way Le) 


| danced forward but instead of shouting 
2 Oi", *Shush’ was said as quit as possible and dancing done _.. 
| | quitely, and Chesnut Tree were the only exeptions to fox-trots 
| and \altzs. When asked about the Park Parade the li.C. saif 
| "WE cant play that it isnt released yet ", on assurign him 
rs that it had | released he said “well we havnt the music 
be See ihe Se vale tee & Sew Save Se k round ", The 
band laeder said "Its been reieas hasnt it ? but we 
havnt any music for it yet and we ad want 66 practise 
it firs} ". The “yree number of couples on the floor for 
a dance was about 20 first 5 mins and increasing to S50 > 
at first encore, : 
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Taaz Report. S.S. 11/3/39 


Report on Ballito Tengo cont) 


The tango competion was to start at 11-0 and 10 tickets were given 
out. The p started at 11-3 and dancing went on till 11-6, 

4 gouples took partand the judging was by the members of the band 
C44and the M,C, At 11-8 a winner was announced. The prizes were given 
out 5 mins later Gents prize was a shaving set and the ladies a 
hat boxe In the passage a couple had been le the steps of the 

Ballito Tango for about + hour before the competi « As the 
competion did not represent the Ballito T correctly. iid 
No opinion could therefore be given on the dance, 
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Be 
ihe Cle pham Winter G rdens. 


Pst. Patrick's Night . : ARG _, 17.3.39 


Dance to be held at Clapham Winter G@ dens. Began at 8 PMs and finished 
at 6.15 a.m. next morning. . 
As All-In ts«kes place every Friday a& Winter Gardens the dance commenced (1 
in the small hall downstairs. | 
Obs arrived at 7.45 and waited for Carver, mamager of the W.G. He saw Obs a 
755 anc told him that the dance would probably not begin till about 9 p.m 
and would Obs like to see the "show" (ALL-IN). Obs stayed till 8.45 and 
then set off for the lower room. Access to this by the side street and Obs | 
had to leave the All-In hall via the front exit and go round into Cato St. Tk 
Entered a lobby by a single pair of doors and in the corner a table at 4 
which stood Fitzpatrick - organiser of the dance - small(5'4") high cheek- 
bones, black hair, 'hard' features. Obs introduced himself. Fitzpatrick 
spoke to him in broad Irish accent. Said that as for dancing it didn't. 
interest him. All he worried about was whether he got the crowd there and 
when he didif they behaved th mselves. 
Fee for dance was 2/6. 
Immediately by the table was a flight of stairs cown into the hall. Hot air 
coming u» and sounds of the band playing an Irish tune. From the top of 
stairs could see that room was well filled. People coming in all the time = 
practically all young (average 20-28). wW 
| Went down the stairs. Landing half way down off which two doors led one int . 
bys mate other into female urinal. At bottom of second flight a further small | 
» ilandin and a temporary cloakroom formed by putting a table across the door | 
of the room which led off the landing. Chaps and girls cloaks all being tak | 
» here - fee 24. | 
| Crowds round the»bdoor of the ballroom. Atmosphere dim with the smoke of : 
r cigarettes and the #2 neral 'fug'. Left coat ad squeeze@g way into the ball} 
room. Room a>,out 30' x 30'. Time now 9 p.m. and at least 200 present and : 
more coming in all the time. 
Usual ¢ owds round the doorway. Band in far te# right hand corner away from 
the entrance. Chairs round 3 sides of the room. 
As crowds kept coming in they forced those standing near the door fart.ier of 
to the floor and floor space for dancing became limited. 
Band. 
2 saxophoies, violin, drums, amd piano. One sax (both were tenor saxes) 
doubled on alto sax, other on clarinet. 
Intervals between dances about I-2 minutes according to the whim of band. 
When Obs entered room they were doing Irish dance - "The Sets", 


"The Sets" 


bs Similar type to Laicers. I2 to set however. As with Lancers prinet i 5 


=: irl together and then 2 chaps ¢ ey sirls. They slide the fg ms 
BA _ ‘foot i vancing steps as t ey twhirl round ¢ nd flick out the left aa rom 
. the ‘knee . The better dancers kept their position wh! a doing this and 

_ danced at great spsedd speed but the poorer a 3) appreciably from the |, 
Dt i sag at which they started and sometimes collic ced a wit the wa, 
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St. Patrick's Night. AH. 1743-39 


= 


‘Siege of Venice. 


M4 This another dance similar to 3rd movement in Lancers. In this case the 
LY) crowd forms in long lines right dom the room. One first dances latitudine 
with partenr and ano her couple changing positious and then retraci: 
steps to former position. Then one moves forw:rd. The lines are in pairs an/| 
each line works its way right across the room to the end and then if the 
a dance still goes on works slowly back. 


Waltz of (Obe-didn!t_catch.name) 1 imorick. 


or . 

\& This only danced about twice during the session. Dancers form in a circle 
round the room and pair off as before going into the smme whirl as in the — 
SeUs. 


Fs Barn Dance. 

This not a set dance. Just in couples to a jig time. 

F These were the only Irish dances the had. General ord r of dances was for 
one Irish dance to be followed by two, sometimes 3 modern ballroom dances. 


The paucity of steps in the irish dances was probably not inherent in the 
dances themselves. There was a yery poor standard of dancing there and 


. most dances degenerated into a romp. Whilst in the lower ballroom th ere 
was a possible explanation in the limited space available upstairs in the 
‘ : main hall there was less excuse. By the time the room had reached peak 
attendance there was limited spa e on this floor, but even then there was 
as much room as at one of the Palais on a really crowded night. But any 
1 | : te dancing was impossible. One was just jostled in the crowd, and 
: CXKede 
| This most prevalent downstairs. Obs and a partne> just got in the middle 
. of the floor and were unable to move there. No one seemed to be doing any 
| proper dancing. 
on But this rough daicing was, in Obs opi: ‘Lon, a measure of the fact that th 


people came there just to enjoy themselves. “ew made an attempt to dance. | 
Obs danced with 6 partners in succession none of whom could do many st eps: 


Dress. 
a Impos:ible to make any counts. In the downstairs room it was almost im- 
Yo possible even to make notes. But from general look round it appearec thet 
- about half women in evening frocks, the rest in afternoon frocks or jumper ‘ 
os Chaps all in lounge suits or sports jackest and flannels with exception of 


2 who were in dinner suits. 
All working class. 


te 
a 
awn 
ae 
ce 


Atmosphere. 


Friendly. 
“pallroom.” Said "Hullo" and asked him if he were enjoying himself. Talked _ 
“\) about the +rish dances and he told Obs to join in; that he would soon piel 
i ae up and that the people w ould be willing to show him. “a 
ie By ad P eM bay ay were piggies 20 in die smaller rooms No drunks as yet, 4 


i eas soe 
te at 
ro 5e a . 
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Irish chap came over to Obs almost as soon as he had acest 
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Winter Gardens, Clapham. AH. x iq T3039 


Dance Floor Space 60' x IO!. 


2 pairs of e trance doors from the foyer. Balcony projects over the hali:*‘ 
by the entrance doors. 
On right as you enter.6 sets of windows (9 panes per set), with pita frosted 
glass and decorations on it. 
iS On opposite side of the room is a stage with an entra .ce door on one side. 
Opposits wall to the windows is panelled with 5 piers dividing the panels. 

Piers in fawn, with cilt mouldin s at top. Walls in green. Paint very 
faded. Arched ceiling with light fawn panels on green ground. 

IO lamps with parchment shades hangin; from ceiling. Additional light in 
centre nosition in ceiling at the band stand end of room for use when the 
wrestling ringsis erected. Anelectric fan (3 blades) in the centre of the 
ceilinge 

We'"s at entrance end of room nave futuristic Line pattorns in dark green 
on light green <sround. 

A small lights ‘andekhebbaAteomy under the balcony. 

Under ba leony on right side as you enter there is an exit, and on the left 
side in the other corner a bar. A mirror with shelves for bot¢éles ete on 
the wall at the back of the bar. Cigarette machine a;:ainst the wall. 

IO ractiators round the room. 

Floor worn and in parts pitted. Workmen busy when Obs arrived fitting up 
the wrestling ring. 

Chairs fixed together in rows by w beam u..der the see&és lying about in 
7isorder. 


St. Patrick's Night. 


Le . 
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Retie Aor 12396 


Observor went to L.C.Cc. to find out details of tne number of dance halis i 
London. Sent to Room el2 by commissionaire and thence to room 200A. to a 


ult to provide anv inforna ion 


mw, lay " o- ; - - a " *.* of 
oniv contained those halis which 


usuelly renewed monthly. Sent 

d he tola Obs. thet ao list was published of the halls in their entire- 
~ty and only ~hose with a year's licenes were put on thelist. But the 
Enguiries might be able to give more information. 
Over to engiricsa another part of the building. Here kopt waiting for 


” 


early half an hour in the Unculiries room = the ma: in charge being out, 
aventuelly another man ¢.25 came in. He had come to look for the mn in 
charge and tried © help. Said that most halls had these short period 
licenses. He h@ been to court today on a ease of 1) frinewment of regulati 
ons and such cases were common. Many places got round law hy registering 
as clubs. Sunday dancing was actually illegal, but by forming dance clubs 


with 6d. subscriptions they mmaged to evade the law in that respecte 


Man in charge came in and told Obs. that it was impossible to get hold of 


a complete list of dance hails. In fact they would welcome one themselves, 


Only way would be to enquire at different police stations for the halls in 
each area as they.would be bound to have some sort of list for tieir own 


distric ve | 
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Leammers Night a& the Savoy. 28.4.58. FHC. Fine. 


The dance was advertised in the BEN to begin at 
7.30. Obs walked past at 7.35, but vould hear no music 
from the building. On Bhe oppoéte side of BBeansgate 
two girlswere stunding. one with a long evening frock 

ounder a mackintosh. 


Obs. finally entered the hall at 7.55. There was 4 
girl waiting at the bottom of the steps. with her 
shoes jn brown paper partvel. Obs. walked up two 
flights of stairs, the walls painted 4 dngy red and 
yellow, and seversl mirrors about. On the first floor 
a cafe, on the second a dance gall. At the last corner in 
the steps a man at a kiosk was givingte tickets, 9d. each. 
He was marking off pass out cards with a rubber date stamp. 
4.e. the same card was used over ane over again, 


in the dance hall the dozen professimals were putting 


polich on the floor, and at about 8. dancing proper. began. 
There were present:-— 


7 women 
9 mene 


in the course of the evening observer danced with smpple 


women, -sking them if they came often and wether they 
went to the other halls. 


16. Yes, yes. (This girl was apparently by herself. She spent 
most of the evening standing at the sie ami 
obs. did not nbtice her taling to anybody. 


fA Doesnt like the Savoy very much but she comes because 
because her (gril) friend does. At the week ends she 
goes to the Saysy Palais 


Obs. counting people who pass him notices that 

iO ate taling, 13 are silent. Three of the silent 
ones are whistling the tune to themselves. 

\ All the people are under 25 except fob a woman c. 28 

: and @ man c.50. This man spent much ofhis time tal 
to the boys. One of them asks him for a cigareéte. 
He says what kind will you have. Russian. Turkish, 
or Egyptian. The boy replies Syanigh. The man 
produces a carton for ten, some foreigh make 
and looks on the side. Says he cant find spanish 
there. Gives cigarette to boy. 


Itx On one side of the wall are two notices. 
o Atl DalicCRs 


*, as j , Me 
ao b get Lae eT aN 3 : 


nt ea 


@refton Rooms. L'pool AH 


entance a flight of stairs bra ching off half way 
b ft. Where the junction of these two flights a glass 


leading to the foye | 
e racing the 
upz to right and 


Entrance via flight of steps to two pais of door 


—_ 


This gives access to womens cloakrooms on both 


ia 

is t cre is 
screen revealing the ballroom beyond. Above this screen a panel 
depicting famous bards and dancers who &ve een to this ell, and | 
under it a small photo of the resident band surrounded by small cut-ou 7 
photos. of the instruments they play” 
Stairs give access to ba@cony cafe. Ballroom has floor area of abou 
60'*x I00'. Onposite the entrance there is the band stand with ac 
on eaci side to a smeller balcony above and a bar a& the ack. 
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t+) YTRe))danging?. "Yes" 
3.) "The dancing". 


( Yet she was sitting alone on an empty seat, her 
hat beside her, neither smiling at passing males nor /1p 


looking invitingly at them.) 


(2) In Albert Rd. @ (18) coming out of a fish and 


chip shop with packets of chips in their hands from which they 


are eating. 


I.) Had been here every year. Came from Rochdale. 


2.) I haven't liked tonight. ( Both shriek with laughter). 


Le "Why ?". 
Se “We've been in the Winter Gardens. It was murder." 
Pe "Dancing in the Winter Gardens and Palace! (Later)"swimming in 
the sea. " 
fave different digs every year. This year in Albert Rd. 
get no suppers there. fheir mother not with thefitaying alone 
Didn't know what time they had/e/to he in! 
( This was about II-45 p.m.) 
How would you get in if locked out ? 
(frivolously). "Through the window". 
They asked the female of four observers where she came f 


from and where she stayed. yery insstent on this point./ 


Notice attached to m-nu card in window of ABC restaurant in ‘The High’, 
Streatham . : 


Ry" Free Dancing. 
Patrons will kindly note that music aid floor space is provided free for 
dancing at this branch daily 


Mon - Thursday. 5230 —- 9 DeMe 
Friday. 5230 = 9,30 DeM. 
Saturday. 7.0 = IO DeMe 

, 
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CLAPHAM BATHS 


CLAPHAM MANOR STREET, S.W.4. 


A PHILLIP’S PRODUCTION — 


GRAND 
DANCE 


Friday, 24th. February, 1939. 


$ p.m. till 4 to 12 
The first Public Production of — 


THE CLAPHAM PROM 


voted by privileged professional viewers 


THE HIT OF THE SEASON 


Prizes in connection with above — equal chance for everybody 


Ladies Prizes - TWO PERMANENT WAVES 
by ANTHONY FORTE, 6, South Side. 


Gent’s Prizes 
Dancers in Hall by 815p.m. receive Gifts 


Surprise Prizes and Gifts 
SPOT PRIZES 


CATERERS - HEMMINGS LICENSED BAR TILL }j to 12 
- STEPHEN BRISTOW 


ADMISSION BY TICKET OR AT DOOR 2/- 


Printed by Posta] Publicity Press, 175a Manor Street, S.W.4. 
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Obs arrived a the hall at &.I5 and was told which door to go in to 
by a taxi-driver outside. Entered one of the 4 pairs of doors, into 
large foyer (c70'x40'). On left a table with girl seated «t it and | 
two other standing talking to her. All in evenil g dress, When Obs 
went up to table they contimed talking for a mi-ute and then the 

eirl who was in charge looked up, saw Obs and apologised for keeping 

him waiting. Gave her 2/-. Asked if that was right. “he ssid yes. 

Took a ticket off a pile tore it in half, and told Obs to keep that 

half. She kept the rest. Ticket number 420. 

Went acrogs fover to ge ts cloakroom, Gents and ladies cloakrooms 
adjacent to each other, Recessed area about 5' square in each cases 

In centre of area a rectangular area divided off with railing so that 
one has to pass one way in front of the hatch to give in o:-.es clothes, 

In each co ner a ¢.air. Paid 3d for cloakroom, Attendants ir. white 

short jackets. “11 right for swimming bath but loked a bit pecullar 

in Obs’ opinion for a dance attendant. | 

Changed shoes and went along to the lavatéry. Liquid soap i. container 
over exch hand basin. Yater boiling hot. sevesé W.C. free. Roller towel | 
Washed hands = as far as possible as one finger bandaged. Hal started 

to bleed again, | 
Came out and went acroos the lii:oleum lined foyer and up flight of ma 
stairs, divided by a rail and branching off to right and left half way 
UPe length 

This brought you to another room the game sése as the foyer and over 
ite In centre a railed off area, looking down on foyer. Wood panelled 
walls, basket arm chairs a d little tables for 2 all round, “ents and 
ladies lavatories on this floor too. Width about 30'. 

Went through door and found myself in the balcony of the hall. 
Balcony ran round 3 sides of the ballroom, Two tiers of seats ran along 
the @ sides. Seats tip up fixed type. Behind these down the two long 
sid s an alleyway about I5' wide. Behind the shorter side it was some 
25' deep. Table arranged with refreshm ets, and in front against the 
balcony rail were tables with two chairs to eache 

Sat at one of tables for fe miliates making notes. | 
Ballroom itself large. “loor area about 60'x I2Z0'. At far end stage, 
with curtains and a depth o* some I6'. Round ballroom were blue plush 
cobered benches built in to the walls, 

Lamps in clusters of 5 with frosted glass bowls hung from the ceiling 
(4 ps down éach side of the ecellng). In centre of the ceiling a 
ti-faceted reflector for use with limes. 


8-piece band on the stage.(Pianp, violin - leader -, bass Grums, 2 
eo trombone). The band were in dinner~jackets, the leader in 
t Se is ) 


About I2 people there when Obs arrived (couldn't see al from the 
balcony). Firsttune played at 823 Pem. (dance started at Sp eMhs } 

A foxtrot. Played for 3 minutes before two girlé - both in evening 
Gress, got upa and started to dance. 2 more girls followed them, 
These and the others in the room clapped at the end of the dance 
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Band struck up the same tune again = a catchy number which tur. d 
out iater to be the tune of the Clapham Prom. The two girls got up 
immediately for this. A man in dinner suit followed with another 
girl inevening dress. 2 chaps had come up to the a@ilcony - both in 


lounge suits = and from balcony could see 7 chaps standing watching 


3 in dinner suits. Looked working class types 5 girls, all in even 
frocks. 


Went downstairs an entered ballroom. 3 more girls were sitting out on 
one side and on the ot’ er 2, whilst 4 chaps stood round the doorway, 
Next dance was a slow foxtrot and Obs went up and asked 4 girlina 
green afternoon frock, who was sitting with ea a friend in evenlig | 
dress. She smiled shyly when Obs asked er and looked at her friend, 
Went on floor.Very poor dancer and tripped several times. Followed 
badly. Apolo: ised "I'm sorry I'm a poor dancer", Seemed very embarm™ 
assed at her daz.cing, but seemed friendly enough. At the end of the 
first dance she walked off he floor without saying a word, although 
wp ty was an encore ~ as in all dances, following autématically on 
the first. 
“ent to lavatory. There remarke d ta attendant that there were vary 
few there. He said that it was early yet, as memy worked till 8 pem, 
| on Fridays. . | 
Went into the ballroom again, Now 8.30 and there were 22men (not 
counting Obs) and I5 women. With exception of the M.C. one other men 
and two women all were under 30. 


Next dance a waltz. Asked girl of about 20 dressed in red evening 

froek for dence. She jumped up as soon as Obs approached ad got on #& 
floor. “ood dancer. Siad she had only been here once or twice in 

yo gps | to Obs remark hat it was-his fir t time there. Said that a lot 
of the dances were private ones and one could only get in with a tickek 
Lights dimned for waltz and 4 rows of fairy lights strung crosswise 
between the 2 sides of the talcony were lit upe Band played waltzes @& 
with nice tempo - slowly. 


At end of dance escorted her oft floor but she walked ahead and didn't 
seem to expect to be escorted.off floor. ° 


Next partner girl of about I7, height 5'3" dressed in blue evening 
frock, Working e&a s type. Did she come here often? No she usually went 
to military dances, Her brother was a sergeant ~- well on the way to 
promotion to sergeant-majop and they had dances about once a month at 
Kingston. Different dances according to the mess you were in, There we 
were corporals dances, sergeants dances etc and at a corporals dance 

one who was a corporal or above was entitled to go. This was the 
fir.t time she had been here. No she had not been to Loacrno. Sut her 
friend went every Saturday with her young man. During this dance - a 
quieckstep - 3 spot prizes were given, Also escorted her oft the floor 
but she looked as though she dédn't expect it. 


Next they rad a Paul Joes. This was run on the same lies as at the 
Peekham Pavilion, the men making a ring in the centre and holding 
h aie , | 
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hands and dancing ,ound clockwise whilst the women form a ring on the 
outside and dance anti-clockwise. For his something like 'Here we go 
round the milberry bush,' or a similar ditty is playec. ‘hen the meaic 
stops o e da ces with t’e partner one is opposite. A difterent dence 
is played each time (they ad a quickstep, waltz, foxtrot, and veleta). 
Daieed with cirl in red evening fwock. Aged about 20 and about 5!'’7# 
tall. Lower middle or possibly working. Volunteered information that 
she lixed Paul Jo es - because she like d danci with someone diff- 
erent each time. She got tired of dancing with the same mn for a who 
Gance. 

Next in Pal Jo ¢8 was a woman of about 50. Said she liked this Bali. 
Had been to a dance at the Constitutional Club in Northumberland Avenuc > 
the previous week and they had had one of the best Yest End bandse She 
hoped this dance paide 

About 60 joined in the Paul Joes (t ere were about 80 present now) and 
there was a nic: atmosphere. “ery marged standard of inferiority of 
dancing afier the Locarno. This is about the average of one of the 
poorer club dances that Obs has attendee in Liverpool. Dancing here 
really inferior to most places he has been t0e 


la 


Watched te band playing. Drumuer, pianist, and violinist bobbed up * 
down to the rhythm, Bass moved a little, But the two saxes anc the %# 
trombone kept perfectly still. 


A Lambeth Walk attracted IS couples on the floor, One couple were girls 
the rest bi-sexual. Here again marked difference *rom Locarno, No 
atmosphere about it. The two leading couples (all about 20) did a sort 
of truckin step to the walkin vpart. One man merely walked in an 
ordinary manner, completely without rhythmatic movement. About [0 of 
the couples shouted Oi, One counle did a. extra spin row.d at the end 
of each sequence. Band speece it up towards end and they all shouted 
Oi with gusto. 


Noticed two women and a child in outdoor cloties watehing “rom the 
balcony. 


About I20 here now, This the magimum for the evening, 


For a Veleta lights lowered and spot light put on. I6 couples got up # 
for this. 


Man in dress suit saw Obs jot sine down notes and came and asked him if 
he were from the presse He was connected with the organisation of the’: 
dance. Rar a band of his own. Was here to supplement band ith sone of 
his own people for the Clapham Prom, Said that the M.C., Billi Clarke, 

had written ite Went off to zet Obs some pamphlets about the dance, — 


M.@ was about 45, dressed in tails suite Height about 5'4" and his shit 
being cut rather iow at the mck he displayee the ack of his bow tie 

and - to the Obs ~ a rather amusing appearance. He saw Obs talk 
to th man and came over. Obs intrdduced himself. Clarke said he had 
been a dance teacer in Blackpool ‘or some years but had not done any 


teaching ‘or the last I2 years. 'owever he ¢4), tinae, there was need of 


. © | 
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a dance that was ot just a stunt but a proper ballroom dance. He ha 
therefore devised this dance and was going to demonstrate it that nicht, 
Obs asked him i: it was -oing to he demonstrated elsewhere and what 
ste os he had taken to popillarise it. He rather evad-c answering this 
saying that he hoped it would get known (Obviously he had taken no stePS 
to put it across). Said the tune was an idea he had had for a long tim 
in his head. and that h had given it to 2 local boys - the twins Len an 
Jeck James - to work it up for him, They md surprised him with the 
result and he thought Obs would agree when he heard the tune that they 
hac made a good job of it. : 
Intréduced Obs to Major Phillips, promoter of the @nce. He was aged ab 
about 60 - loked the part. Said he was starting to promote dances here. 
This his first effort here Had been baek some 6 years Had promoted 
dances in India and Nigeria, Said they went down very well there - it 
b-ing easy to g * the people. They used the dances that came out to 
them from home. Had some business to see to so excused himself, 
_ Qther man retur.ed with pamphlets and gave them to Obs. These were 
| ordinary handbil’s in 2 colours = as appended here, 


| Major P announced the dance from the mike, But he st od too far away & 
one couldn't hear a word he said. 

Clarke appearde on the floor with.the girl in red (see Paul Jones above ) 
and the .band struck up the tune Obs had heard when he first entered the 
room, Catchy tune. Nance combination of p omenade steps, Man held girl 
from behind. Walk forward; ten break away - forward, backjthen 4 cros’ 
over p omenade steps forward; then 4 more forward steps. Dance seemed 
quite a pleasant one, but very poorly executed. Man didn't hold himsel 
p operly, while girl (who -.ormally walkec witha pronounced forward s# 
st op so that she stuck her bottom out) danced equally ungracefully,. 

‘ Neit er seemed to be sure of themselves and they slurred over the 
steps so t at it was dificult to follow, “Yet round room twice = 

| gugmmented band playing with great gusto - aud finished. Loud applause 
for some 60 seconds. Man in balcony who had arrived in time for the 
exhibitio:, and was sitting in his overeoat called out “Weil doné." Thi 
brought more applause ad they did 2 more rounds. : 

Obs felt what a pity it was that they ahdn't put this across well. 
Quite a catchy tune and pleasant dance yet from that demo: stration one 
could pick up s>5 little. | 

The twins were doing a duet on tie piano with the rest of the band plu¢ 
two morw augmneting them, 
Equally loud applause at end of second show. Clarke announced that Mite 
there would be a comp tition at ke 8I for this dance andthat ‘e 
would show it again before tat. | 


Danced with girl i: flowered, low-backed evening frock. She was one of 
a pa ty of about 20 - ineluding Mes Clarke - who were sitting near Obs, 
Looked at the chap next to her when Obs asked for dance and then got up. 
Very sociable. Aged about 20, fair haip. Said she thought it would be 
better with more here, Asked Obs where he came from. Recognised that 
he w.gn't a Londoner. He said Liverpool. "Oh not Blackpool I hope". 

Sada she had been + ere last sumer, Had been at a danee there and & 
~ leeal lad had talked to her tor 3 dances and she had not understog 
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a word ghe said. She had just answered yes or no and he mst have 7M 
tho. ht™she wag crazy. But she really couldn't understand him, But 
she liked a dialect. “hat sn expensive place Blackpool was. She must 
have spent at least 35/=# on amisements that week. She ad been invited 
there- by friends. Things like the big dipper were good fun but were 
not worbh « shilling. She ad had enough of it by the end of the week 
but was now able to say she had seen the place. vaid she usually 


danced with one partner. Admitted that it was bad and spoiled her 
dancing. 


Danced with several other pa tners duving the evning, Standard of 
dancing was not high. 


Spoke asain to the chap who hed first come up t mee He pointed out 
one chap in tails with a red butto: hole and said that that was Archie 

Lake = a well kn wn pro essional dancer. The sid Archie proceeded 
immediately to trip up in frent of Observor, trying to execute a spin 
in a quickstep. 


The competition announced. Two free perms for the best two ladies and 
prizes for the men, Nature of latter not revealed. 


Clarke and partner Gid dance once again. ° couples <ot on tloor after 
him, then after about 2 minutes five more. Number swelled to Iz but 4 
dropped oute None seemed to do exactly the same. Girl whose conversatin 
Oo Blackpool recorede above seemed the best to ObseAfter thede § had 
danced for about 2 mins Clarke and Major P who were in the middle of 

the floor judging stopped t e musicand selected 4 couples. Of these th@y 
picked the two winners. No prizes were presentec publicly although the 
orizes fo those who cad arrived before 2.I6 were (see below). 


A ain felt it was a pity that the thing .«dn't been organised better, 
Clarke did ndét tell the publie the steps - he merely danced through 

te thing. Consequ ntly it was difficuot to pick up the dance - more 

so in view of its poor demo stratorse Of the two girl wiluners one late 
told Obs that she was to have demonstrated it but her partner couldn't 
turn up. 


Priges. Altogether 9 spot. prizes were givens 4 prizes for the compet 
ition (2 perms,a gents wrist watch, and another gents prize); and 
about 20 prizes of powder compacts and paekets of cigarettes for those 
who arrived before 8.I5 (Obs won packet. of fags) andfor those who had 
cloakroom tickets with a certain nymber on. ) 
Obs mentioned the great number of prizes to the chep who had first 
spoken to him. He said that they gave them so t at in future people wh 
saw t at a danee was marked 'A Phillips Productioh' would know that it 
wes something worth going to. He aid that the total expenses for the 
aoe were about &6/—- £25 and that they had certainly lost on the 2 
oP te 


Dance finished at midnight and there were then about GO~70 present. 
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These include the following :< : 
Restaurants and Dance “Malls. S, 16, I7) b 
Public Houses, - »22) - 
Daree Hall and Wrestling Ring. ‘ 
Private Dance Halls. wh & 418) 2 
Church and Mission Halls. a" »20, 25) (| 
Public Baths, : y : 
Municipa 1 Halls. | | : 
Clubs. * | 
Private Hall and Assembly Rooms. ee 2) 10mIT,19) ; 


25 « 


Of the above 25 halls in twbh cases two halls are situated in the same 
pulding and can be used independently of eagh other.(I0@IIy 25=24) 


Of these halls 8 (one of which was one of the halls with two se 
halls on the same premises) were situated on corners, These includ 
b) 4 Church and Mission Halis(6,7,12, 25) 

c) 2 Private Danee Halis(23~<24) 


I7 of the halls are situated on the main road (68%). The exceptions 
are 8,9,15,18,19,2384,25, 


Of the halls in this area only one (I6) has eny form of external light 
advertisement to draw attentiom to the fact that dancing is held there - 


IZ of the halls had, at the time of inspection some indication that. b 
Te formed * of the activity of the hall either | 
ae 


ate 
uded 
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the form of posters adver tiang forthcoming dances 
> In the form of general poster vertising aati °° seihe 


¢) In form of notificathon to effect that hall might be hired 
for dancing (I9,21) 


Ao the halls, with the probsble exception of No.S are over IO years 
° : | 
There is a ma rked tendency for the halis to form agg! Lon: 4 

tendency being most conspicuous in Streatham. In : , 
ion of the Roehampton Parsh Hali(7) . 
ich is isolated the other halls are | 
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LLL, Upper Richmond Rd., Putney. 


Higher up than Keswick Rd, Annexe to large double fronted house. Box 
ov~r entrance "Ruskie Hall" (sign faces forward and is set ig 
en the sides of the arch which forms the entranes, Arch about 20 
ft. high and reveals a stairease leading up to the hall. Stairs in gf 
stone = Gc, 20 of them, Skylight gives extra Eight on to stairs, An 

- extending frame gate across the arch, To left of entrance as yo fage 
' 4% a lamp illuminating two notices ~ one faded, This read 'Carg mast 
not park in front of this entrance] Other read "No parking, Members ¢ 
4 6 rs only’. 

‘a Hall set back 20 yards from main rd. a eravel drive leading to houses 
1 @ alonz front wall dividing drive from st. 

‘ Neotioe board outside on top of wali in front cf hedge. Painted on thi 
3 wag "Putney Club and Working tients Institute”, 5 posters edvertising 
the next dance were on the board, inside cntrance to hall et top of 
stairs a farther poster of the dance, Rech 


| ie VEITE LION INN, Putney High st. 


' Bulle 1887 ~ 5 stoweys. Top 4 sthieys the original but the »ottom sto 
| rey, had been rebewécane a new stone facade put up. Neon Lighting to 
, Q@dvertise name of place, o indication that dance sg held tlere, 


is STAR AND GARTE!. Lower itichmond Rd, 
|  On-the watrefront. 4 stor ey building with 5” yds frontage on Lower Ri 
7 @hmond Rad, Perhaps not so old as White Lion but certainly no Later 
» than 19600, Also no indication that dences held there, 
6 SY MARY'S HAL), Nothham Ra, Putney. 
Brick buildins adjoining school. ~ ethreys and steeply sloping slated 
"| > @@0k, A notice board outside with posters advertising 4 forthcoming 
se dances on I'eb $th,., Tithe, I6th., and March 3rd. Mall about 25 - 8% y 
| yeers old, Sct back abouts [0' f om main xd, with a hédge in front, 


Me 2, ZERTA'S BA LL Putney High St (Corner of Kichnuond Rd} 


) Medermn restacrant, building being sbout 2 years old ; judging by appear 
3 amnee) s Large shop window area on both roads and only indication of 
66 hell was notices in window to effect that dances seld there en 
Wednesday afternoons if hall. could be hired for private dguces, 3 Stityp. 


a ROKHAMPTON PARISH HALL, Roehampton. 


A memoria heal] built in For2, Stone pillers(2) support canédpy top of 
: « Brisk building with red brick piers, 3 steps up t 
ay. About $0 1 high and sihgle storey, Gravel rage with grass 

su blame, No inaies ion that dances held there, sgt due 3 


of brick, Admission only to club mambers and their friends. Enquived 
at hall and told that they had a danse there about once 4 month for 
members ond friends amd that these were private affairs, But said that 
next door they had dances every week, The man who answered door was 

'' dressed in blue and white striped linen jacket and blue LIOUSET Se 


4 LAURENCE HALL Standen Rd, 

| € Next door to above, Also a brick & storey building with a projecting 
porch the entranee being at mag angles to the rd, No indication fro 
Outside tiat dances held these, Both buildiness situated opposite a 
factory. iicither head any exte: “jor Lighting. : 


f f (i Ltn GARDENS, Clapham High ©, 


Stone and brick builiding,.brick piers to the dtone facade, Windows of 2 
the corded type, set in three vertical and three horizéntel croups. E 

iutrance to danse fall down veCe “Ce 0 arrow on one of the posters i a: 
frent of the buildings indicatin g the direction, The main entrance ge 
in the High Ste hed no caaeidia’ Lighting. paneer ttt | : 
OBPOSES HES - Sho bodes entrance gr on sround level, 2 pairs | 
of doors (glass paumlipd) , 4 access to a flignut of ateps inside Le a 
Leading to the hall outetae there ore several frames containing phote a 
‘of the aliein wrestlers who appear in the hall. Hall set back abouS JS ae / ' 
$%. fron roadway, Looked about 30 years old, possibly more, 

The namé was in whte letters on the overmantle and no lights were use 
So UDiwrinete it, Bulidinge obviéusly built as a public hall in the Fine 
ee and it was solidly b tis, But no modern methods of lichting hag 4 
een applied to: rag the building appear prominent at night, ad is ; 
consequence rather iuconspicuovs efter derk, a 


as ST ALBAN'S PARIS? TL, Threle Ra (Corner tretoria Kd)s 
Brick singie gidwey i ud iding On corner of read, Hedze cehind wall, No | 
Righting outside, 0 ids information obteinable was from greengroeer | 
in Thrale rad, who sai that he thou.cht they held one or two dences a. 

max there. There was Rhee dxive in progress when Obs called at hall 

and he got no informayion from them, 4 


a (CMETHODIST CHIFTRAL HATZ. , Tooting Broadway, ; 


yy «@ 


This has entrance in the Broadway beww een shop windows, which flank | , 
gaan. side, Building about 50 £6, high, in red briek and. gtone, VUorde 
windows, 3 storeys, facade broken at each storeye"Centreal Hall" 
din 4f letters over entrance and in porch of entranve = 4 steps up. 
Psa Shere were two posters on boards about Sift high advertising a 
| be held there. There was no indication that da nees were eid © 
end ‘this information was obtained from a policeman, There was an 
entrance to the hall in the side ‘street. The one in the Br > 
2Oft across with a double do or inside the pa wel 
ior. Height. Bd = —_ about 15. 


yar 


he | 


v5.2 » "0 eres a Lr 


hE - 


rae tr Pe 


Bl Shops to each side ot th them are single Singha aia 
Wea at eis fron the stree « One @am gee that the mancimnsn nehant 
” the buiiging is about 46% out what part of this Is cceeupied by the 
oF oR eannet be asecersiised fran the cursise,. Both entrances ha ve bl 
+ hue tiles round the and a box sign facing up and down the voed ds @ 
| - @yer. cach, Ob one “ss *Emali Eall® on the other*Cosep Hallt«The entran 


Zive aecess +o 8 Lon, > passage and there was no indication thas 


op Gaacins was hela there. 

Lat NORMA. PUION *.3 er OL, ex erie is Ga pad ari Hien Ras 

(ee See pester act on the, cernts of the wall. Tat*ng down. towards nootting 
advertises this krll, i% ois in the. form of a poard et Sh the name of Th 
sehoolin re® istters, The gehcel itself is set baelk 2C vards from the 
,. pavement and is on the top ficor of a two storey bicek of what # pear 
a to heve beer fists, 1 flieht of stone steps gives access to the baice 
along the front of the sop row and externally the building is in« 
Sletdnestahebin fron an ordinary bicck of dwellings, This is mainly 

@ SGhool of dancing but social nas hts are held onee A week so thay ' 
tie bul (ding must be incivdes* antioncst the ience hells of the diagtries 


/§ MISS ANWETT! FINSY, 5 Ockloy Ka, Streatham, 
Danoes are held here once. a week, Tt is ae single ‘fronted middle class 
@uburben house « semi ¢otach ed “- end the only indication oe there 
a-sehool of dancinz there is the plate on the gate, “he information 
about daices was Obtained from. sane tecel paper, The nouse hes a smati 
front Sard: an ie Ya Lo and G..: aS ALO iL: LC road CUBS pe: eH tohi- 


peratei2i— peral) Led | with the main Streatham High Rd. Hoth Sp Sxcept 
| plate on door to distinguishrous: from the others in the roatls 


| IF PRENTIS HAUL, Prentis Hoad, Streatham, 


Road eff Streathwa litth de Building built 1908 (Foundation laid in 
& year eee late of Opening, not ZLVOtMs ae Tt. high. 3 entrances with 
: | steps up %0- C&Ch. tne Pron OO HYT me trie? a 2 SvEDs Up be nadn and 
sd Go each.of side extrances, All entrances face the ron, paALt s | 
elled deers te the @: ntvances (Wouble), Artificial keystones abe | 
ors and windows, 5 windows, one on each side anéi one cheve main ent 
es Yance and one. achove each of the side entrances. There is ne Lighting 
outside the pmdiding, I frint of the building above the wall (ety 
there is a. grees board ‘eupty) with the following painted on in bal 
Dp FY *Pren Iie avedlube. £ Tor CanCGS, whist drives ,concerta®, 
go Made tee tae td ee. Por yes apply % 
next a0°r or to * ae caretaker withing" 


e staan High Rae {By Streatham eee. 
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rQVLE MANOR ARMS, Corner of Mitcham Lane and Babington Rd. 


P2¢ RUETPORD GALIS Ruiford Ra, 


‘y) Dante 9 Restaurant e The High Streatham High Ra, Streatham, 


4 


WANDS oR Dano HALLS» | 

10" ris ae B windows the name 5 ¢ Streatham Hal) 
Seteird’ Saas 4*6" high, in white paint (dirty). 
the storey below were focussed o: the names 


wage 


a Hedy, wee, {2, wooden on | 


Modern public house, brick building looked about 5 years old, 3 storey 
building with the frontage orLabing ton de No indication that dances he | 
held tiere, inguired wi thin aud found that they held dences there eyer 

weck the hall being hired out to private hirers whe hekd their own 

Ga nCes. 


STR} Vi AP ; Mi pa 7 nm, mm oe heats Ta eel bl ) 
e ae S| »* wh Ses i dteck! A, 4 A oh ends @ i ‘wl eS ie ere £0te a-< ~~ y** avuwe @ 


Building opened goood Sept 1927, brick building set back off the road » 
with a concreteac . (40 yds x 0 yas ey ‘front, So storey (Sop store, | 5 
Windows of the oP type. indow: of Tlet multi pane type. SteRs | 
pPiliars Vienk the enuranees lotice boards (2) in front of the coneret 

aveg,. % dshees Rétrevtisced on these a:d elso there was ab offiéial : 
reference to the hiring of the hall te 

Wandsworth Borous Counc. Streathon Deaths, 380 Streatham High od, - 


Sete Loe This bul fAine is now cLosed for swinming and may be hired for 
GSG@8, concerts, stage plays, whist drives, me “tings, wedding break? 
fasts, bazaars, and aches functions ay uring cae winter season (Noy « 
April). The’ butldins ia Llicemsed for music and dancing and conuprises 
6n up- so~date hali{and gallery) e.d a spring dance floor, a platform 
with stage — ind floodlights and special lishting effects, 
large cl&@b rooms, | adies? loung, ictistes rooms and cloakroonsg,and 
kitchens, 
Certain 2ooms may be iiired thituchout “he year. Full paticoulars and 
scale of charzes may be obtained from the guperintendcent of the batas 
by whom the lettings sre conducted, 

lie li »JOLAD, 
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Double fromtod house off the main Streatha m High Rdg 3 storeys «~ ent pee | 
being attios,. Porch to front door with. two steps up. Supported b 
illars.Frons garden of about 50' x BG', Notdioe board in front air’ cay 
Sing activities, Behind hedge a floodlight direeted on to hous@,» 

On corner of wall. a hanging board sien with Kowe's Academy of 
Founded ™87S ond the painting of & uandangingin 18 Century dress. 
The serner house in che roads 


Doud: od bg thomg entrance te restaurant on the main road, Situs 
1 che L kook of shops. Small: card afiixed to. GL oa 
A tol Pew gis ea else bag ia BY 
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Sut externally there ig nothing to indicate that there is daneing hel 
there unless one goes up and reads the meny card, Only by accident th 
that “Obs found out that they held dancing there, ne went to Look «et me 
menu and noticed the advert, 


TOW! HALI, WANDSWORTH, 

‘This is on the main street and the older town hall building is now 
flanked by the new miicipal buildings, ‘The town hall itself a stone 
building 3 storeys hich with a wide entrance (¢ I5') anda porch reoess 
Cutside the «ntrance there are notice boards on which are put the 
posters advertising the different functions in the hall. There is no 
special indication that dances are held there and there were no posper 
outside advertising sny dances, 


| (5. CLAPHAM BATES, 


Wandsworth Dance Halls, AeHe 
The Fountain (,arnatt St and Fountain Rd. 


Aegtorey pub (top attic windows) on corner. Sottom storey tiled facade 
Rest red b ick. Building looked about 5 years old or less. The hall 


(The Defoe Hall) has entrance in Fountain Rd. No indication that dane- Cs 
ing held there. Entrance to hall via door 4'6" wide like rest of doors 
in place. De 


Clapham Ba hs Hall. Clapham Manor Sé€. 


Tile and brick building. Foundation stone laid Sept 24th [930. 3 store | 
building. Notice boards (2) outside. Entrance to hall @ pairs of douwbs 
on two sets, recessed in a porch. Doors ¢ wood panelled. 
Hall could e used for several purposes. Indication hhat dances held | 
there seen on posters on boards. 


Es 
St Mary's Hall, St Alphonsus Rd. | 
ReCe church hall. Church on other side of the road with its entrance on | q; 
Clapham Park +d, 
Hall new (foundation stone I934J. 3-storey brick building. 2 mirs of De 
glass panellec doors receased in porch. 3 steps up. Poster advertisisn 
dance in poreh (. hand painted poster). | ef 
Ardington Rooms, Clapham Juiction. | ” 
| Pe 


Lloyd's Hall, Undine Street, Tooting Broadway. 


Entran e across playground. Hall invisble from street. Notice on far : 
wall of playgrou d said "Lloyd's Hall, Entrance" with finger pointing Ce 
down. But vouldn't even see that from sbest. 
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Population Figures for Areas to be surveyed for Dancing. (I93I Census) 
Area (Acres) Men. Women, Total 

Cauberwell. 45450 118,627 132, 667 251,294 

Deptford. 1,564 51,57 55,314 [06,8291 


Lewishan. ~—7,OIS5 IOI, 773 I8_,IS0 .  BI9s983 


Wandsworta,. 95 L107 159 ,%i4 193 9396 353, TIO 


ieee i 


Totals 22,166 431,691 499,587 I31, 238 
bstimated “esident Population. 
1934. 1935. L926. 
| Camberwell. 238,360 234,440 229,300 
Deptford. LOT 9380 | 99.500 98.5 900 
: Lewisham. away L8O 223,000 224: y OOO 
Wandsworth. 345 4250 343 yGOO 343 g OOO 
| Persons Married per [000 of the Topulation. 
1934. I935 « 
| Camberwell. 1323 2Oe0 
Deptford. 1960 fo: ii 
Lewisham. — L505 T6.7 
Wandsworth. | 1804 T2,4 
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oxen, RECENT DANCE HALL ~* 


SATURDAY io OE ce neers ENTRANCE 2h, 


age crkrol haSl eotth a curved too , 
by | 


ckefcl play 
oF hall - above 
regent Cth €CmQq - 


2 Floors above 
ground level. 
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Bathe Locarno. AH 3005039. 


Carg@er. 
Used to be a dance pro. Started at East Ham in 1923(7]j and from 
there went to “anmersmith Palais. Was a pro #*8 18 morths in all. 
“They told me I ought to have gone on with fi. I won a few champ 
lonshi>s though I never got the world championship. They told ms 
taht I would have been a success at it. I ahd lef t scholl 2 yea 
when I started. 
I earned at least £20 a week at “anmmersmith. They were the days. 
The girls got about £40. Oh yes same of it was honest — mine was 
anyway. But I do 't know about some of the girls. You may not 
beldéaéve me but it is the truth that one day 2 new cars were sreu 
brought up to the door of the place for me — a Buick and a Frazer 
Nash. People in those days had plenty of money and didn't know 
how to spend it. No I didn't take either of the cars. 
T e Hammeramith was palais in those days of course. It is the 
only palais ever to have had a royal box. 
Tn those days you couldn't cet in th the afternoons for legs thm 
’"/6 and I0/6 at the least in the evenings. And they led a greue of 
half a mile waiting to get in sometimes. 
We had I2 boys a.d I 2 girés in the pen in those days and my they 
did some business. | 
It was 7/6 for e lesson and if you had been drunk the previous 
evening rabher than let the patron down if you had a lesson in 
the morning you would pay another chap I5/= to take it for yous 
You see it never does not to turn up. But if you send a chap to 
deputise and he savs that Mr So-and-s0 is not so well and will 
you excuse him, well it passes off '.0t so badly. 

I remember one night 3 #apanese girls came in and one of them 
bet enother.a fiver that she wouldn't dante a tango with me. Well 
T had the tango with her and she tipped me £5.10.0 Then she gave 
me the fiver she had won. £8.I0.0 for 44 minutes dancing} 

They were the days for money. Do you know that at the Sou 
Palais the staff made so mech that they didn't know how to getw —j 
ric of it and they s&artec a night club. One night a waitress was 
found dead on the floor. Of course 'no-one was there at the time’. 
Actually of gourse the place was full at the time. One left 
his hat and went back for ite 5 policeman were there and 
gave it him back and let him got. Only money could have done that 
of cours@e 

Casale 
He was a low ciass chap. He rose from nothing. I'm not 


against a man ~ he certainly made a success of himself = just | 


to give you an idea of what he was 11é. i, 
Hergmebied a woman - at least he didn't marty howe he lived with - 
her - a Mrs Hall. She had pots of moneye An CELE NOs I 

don't ‘mow how she stooped so low as to associate with such a man, 
Well one day she came and asked us to prepare a tray of br Bt 
for him. Ye got out a lovely tray of food, chicken and all sorts 
beautifully laid out. She took it up and he sat there in bed. It 
Was @ marvellous bed ~- Italian. The frame alone would be woz’th 


about £80, The coverings were of chenille. There he sat up * < 
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Bath, Locarnd. AH 3055239 


just seized a leg in one hand and"(he makes motion of man — 
at a bone) “When he had finished each piece under the bed went 
bones. Bach time he rahg the chamber. An Italian bed «eel 

On another occasion he was standing in the bar eating bragil mits 
You know dippin his hand into a bowl of nuts here, m olive there 
and so on. A lord was entertaining a party of 20 to dinner and -: 
up walks Casani.'Are you enjoying your dimmer my lord?*tAs he gays 
this he has his finger in his mouth as though removing a mit from 
A tooth). 

Svervone hated him. If he was stending by me and any of them came 
in they would egge him off ond keep on taiking with mé@e» 

I saw some things there I can tell yous. I met all sorts. Have ban 
met Beverley Nichols? A charming man (This in an effeminate voivge) 
But there there used to be Noel Coward, Ivor Novello, Hd Cooper 
and Nichoise It was marvellous to listen to their conversation - 
such subtle wit. Thet would be my favourite act, but you would 
never get anyous to do its Cost too much. 

Beverly Nie}jols is writing up some stuff for th Sunday Chrénicle 
this week. Their photographer is Zhere thbhécht¥ sSuea 


B told obs thet He tad worked at Astoria, at the Grosvenor House, 
at Sherrgés in Brighton. 
'Sherry's is a place with a character of its own, It is n&. a low 
joint = something like this i>side and it @ts some very wealthy 
society people. I have had lords pointed out to me da 1 round the 
room, I remember one night two chaps came in, one very younge S 
Someone sald to me ‘That's lord So-and-so with his wifel,I gaped 
and said 'Where's the wife''That's the wife with him’. You certain 
igearned something the @. I went there thinking I was educatec but 
hey only took a day or two to disfillusion me on that point. 
It was an experience that I never regretted.” 


B worged there too one summer. Asked what he was like to work for 
he held his nose #p with his fingers. He was dini gg room supervisa 
Had to get up at ¢ and never in bed before about IT2.I0. part 
he enjoyed was + hour in the swimming pool late at night he 

had nished. 


| When at Casanis and the other W. End places he had many 


Relates how once a patron came in and looked him up and 
time he came he did the same thing. On the third time 
page to introduce him and "I had the experience of be 
uced to a lord by the p 
a sumptious place = and later offered me a job as his va WOU 
woulé give mé £100 for a wardrobe ~ that wouid have been el | “ 
as I had a very fine wardrobe then - and was to take me to Ameria 
with him, He seemed very niece but there was something I wasn’t too 
sure of, In any case I hada feeling that he might cet fed up w: 
me end leave me strand e¢ there. But he was decent. Said that all 
ha @ to do was to remember that when he was drunk I had to be 
sober and that when I was drunk he had to be sober. I thought that 
was very deceht of hin, | 
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On another oecasion at Casanis Cary Grant was over in. 

his secretary came over to B and said “Would you like a job?" 
Well I thought for a bit. You have to think out your answer in 
those places. Well I t ought and th en said ‘Er.. yes.I'd 1ike a 
job.* "Well I'm going back with Cary Grant and shall probab chuck 
up the jcb when T get. there, so there is a good job for you if you 
want one} Well that soundedeveryv decent of him. *But I don't know 
anything about secretarial work' ‘Oh you don't have to' 'Oh well I 
don't think T'11 bother thank yout. No fears" 


B. hag ben compere of the local lancs G@otton Queengs in M/C but 
has never been to the finals at Balekpool although he has always 
wonted to. He has never liked to surgest it as they have had a 
very nice girl who has done it. Well this year they @ve decided 
to make an alteration and have asked him if he would like the jobe 
So he will be off for a few davBe 


Heald Deacon said to obs BAter in the evening that B should have 
gone in for the Go-as-you-please Comp since he has a lovely vole@. 
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JAZZ. 4.8.40. 
528240. 
Jammersmith Palais de Vance. 

Extremely popular. At least sixty ver cent under thirty. 
Probably about 15 per cent of the men in uniform.( army 
oredominating. ) Total numbers @gifficult to estimate. .e.ec. 
Obs. ut them at sbout fifteen hundred, and maximum number of 


couples dancing at any time were three £xBkyx hundred and 
fifty. 


Ce. and D. class completely predominated (perhaps ninety ver 
cent) - certainly over ninety per cent werex where the services 
were concerned, no officer being definitely identified. 


General tone. Was of very genuine enjoyment, though applause 
was never very great and theré/little joining in singing of the 
numbers played. Dancing, the music, the rhythm seemed all © 
important. The band worked very hard with instrumental solos, 

and a ,ood deal of comic business and a variety of solo vocelists. 


Drinking licence up to midnight (finish) and the bar in the balcony 


always crowded, but not more so than the soft drink bar downstairs. 


gost 2.6d entrance (saturday night). Cloakroom (hats and 
coats) was very little used by men eine \ | 


G 


: 
2 
Fre 
JAZ Z 4.8.40. 
a 
5328.40. 
Hammersmitn Palais de Dance, 
i 
10-50 -ePeoMe Obs. arrived and found the plece crowded. There were 


probably maximum numbers about this time (perhaps fifteen hundred). 
Both below and in balcony ail tables were occupied, and, if teft 
without handbags or other pverquisites to xeep them, were immediately 
¥Eoccupied by others. 


Eddie Carroll's orchestra was working very hard and there were at this 
time fully three hundred couples on the floor. 


, ¥ Clothes. About fifteen per cent of men in service unfiorms - no 
( \} officers - army predominating. 
What was to obs. anew mele fashion was ‘shirt sleeves'. Though 


only adopted by one per cent or so of men (civijians) it was evidently 
preconceived and not a spontaneous taking off of coats due to the 

fa as those adopting it had swanky shirts end trousers fttinecvery 
slim-fitting at the waists. 

Women iad mostly afternoon frocks though there was s fair percentage 

of morning wear and a few evening gownss 


Dance Numbers. Hot, semi-hot and fairly quick numbers appear to 
nave revived in popularity at least from the dance angle though, 
until walf the band took a breather at 11.20.p.m., numbers on the 
floor were consistently so large that they formed little guide to the 
most popular . 

Applause was as much for the various vocalists as for the tune. 
Drummermg sings (in this and following numbers through mike) 


"Parlez—moi d&amour!?.... AX. 
@} Soldier sings 
ny "If I could fall in love again" AX 
ae ? sings 
"Beguine" AXX 
? =sings 
"Woodpecker" AX 
Sailor sings | : 
"Vagic. Maestro please." AXXX 


Sailor sings 
“I got Rhythm" AXXX 
| (a good deal of foot tapping, “core shouted, but not accepted) 


? sings 
"When irish eyes i 
several sing 


From this it would seem that. the older fevourites (i.e. “kusic 
Maestro! and “Vhen Irish eyes...") are popular. 


Dancers singing. Probably most numbers had a few individuals 

7Oining in singing but in so big a crowd they were hardly 

to be noticed. They were to be heard, however, for as few numbers - 
"Oh, Johnny, oh," “Tf you were the only girl...* 


Dance Steps. Steps new to obs. were done to a waltz-time number. 
Partners feced each other holding hands but separated but the steps, 
to waltz time, had nothing of the jitterbug or rhumba variety, and 
were followed by normal waltz. ‘this dance, whatever it was, though 
only given once was very popular ... 


Five per cent or more did competent jitterbug steps whenever Tile 
. “ =) . iy 7 
music allowed of it. +hey seemed to be albowed the centre of the 
floor by other dancers and were therefore conspicuous. One couple 
(M.20.C and ¥.20.C) were jitterbugging in corner of balcony by ber, 
Numbers of these seemed to obs. just as 


darge as pe: rhere were usually five per cent women couples 
on the floor. 


l2.p.m. 'God Save the Kane". early all stand still though, even 
among tne-services, .theré7little stiffness, One couple C class 
under, welking out up steps, are touched by commissionaire,stop, 
smile surprisedly at tm him and talk to each other. 
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CANTERBURY _ Nov 26th 1938. 


Forester's Hall 


Dancing 8.0 - 12.0 

(This Hall was used for a religious service on Sunday; and 
the floor of the Hall is marked out for Badminton or some such 
game ) . 

Observer entered at about 10.30 p.m. and sat on one of the cane 
chairs that lined three sides of the hall; at the far end on 
a platform was the Band (4 men in evening dress). The manager 
soon came up to observer and asked him to take a 2d ticket in 
a raffle for ,ome cigarettes, which he did. Observer asked 
him whether they would do The Chestnut Tree and was told "Ye 
have the music, but not the dancers, see. Its a bit of a Hop 
here Saturday night", 

The lights were lowered and a spot-light ranged from the 
platform over the dancers. 21 couples were dancing, and this 
was the usual numberfor most dances for the re,t of the 
evening (only 11 couples danced the Rumba). 

A waltz followed (full lights) in which the dancers 
stamped at recognised intervals: observer asked what dance it 
was and was told "The St. Bernard Waltz". For one dance all 
lights were out except for one red Chinese Lantern hanging over 
the Band (much too dark to see to read or write). 

During the dances in full lights there were always 1 
to 4 men, and usually 1 woman, standing in the centge of the 


floor deciding when and where to "cut-in", Women "cut-in" as 


well as men, 
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H, Pease, Canterbury 26 Nov p 2. x IU. 


When 21 couples were dancing there were 2 couples sitting- 


out, 17 men, and 8 women, making a total of those present -- ---- 


40 men 
41 women, 


At the end of the room in one corner was an improvised Bar 
with a huge stone bottle of ginger—beer, little bottles of other 
soft drinks, rock-cakes and chockolate: it was very little 
patronised 10.30 - 12.0 

The winning ticket in the raffle was announced and the 
prize won by a very un-Canterburian-looking man (Clark Gable-of- 
the-dance-halls type): this man was unique in wearing his 
overcoat the whole time - dancing frequently in it, (one woman 
danced in a coat). 

The Lambeth Walk was played and the usual numbers took 
the floor, at first strolling it in a sloppy, listless, and blasé 
manner? but getting moved to more spirited and sympathetic 
participation as the tune proceeded. Two couples of men danced 
this together, 

Few women danced together; of these one couple were both 
blondes and two (or three) blonde - brunette, 

At 11.50 there was an announcement; "Next week we're having 


@ Dancing Darts Vompetition ------------ prizes ---------- 5” 


At 11.55 p.m., when observer left there were present ;-- 
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Margot Jones 


Co-Op Dance 


I counted 27 couples dancing, and about 50 people sitting 


A down round the sides of the room. The man on the door told me 
™ there were about 100 present, 

22 girls were dancing together (11 coupks). Only 1 real 
blonde (as distinct from mid-brown) and she was artificial blonde, 


Girls in evening dress, | 
woman came up to me and said "Are you a reporter?" fold 


me there were 3 dances on in Canterbury that evening, (one at the 
Regal, and an invitation dance elsewhere), She said they had 
been afraid theirs would be a flop, but were very pleased with 
Numbers present, 


They were dancing a Valeta,. 
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Humphrey Pease 
ALDERSHOT 3rd Dec.1938. 


Palais de Dance, Queen's Road, 


Notices outside read: 
(No. 1) 
SELECT DANCING EVERY SATURDAY 8.30 TILL 12 MID, 
Admission: Ladies 9d, Gentlemen 1/64. 


38 
SELECT DANCE EVERY F RIDAY 8.30 TILL 1 A.M. 
No gentlemen admittdd after 10.15 p.m. 
Admission: Ladies 6d. Gentlemen 1/-. 
(No. 3) 


This Hall may be hired for Whist-Drives, Dances, 
Banquets, Wedding Receptions and all Public 


Functions, 


SATURDAY NIGHT 10 P.M. 

Gaoatver catered, paying 1/6d. The hallwas rather 
large and rectilinear, with a parquet floor and red velvet- 
covered tip-up seats. (cinema type} round the walls. Platform 
for band in centre of one long wall. 6 bicycles were stacked 
in one corner, 

The Band (The Barn Owls) consisted of 4 men in day 
ClotBes: one saxophone, one trumpet, one drums, one piano, 

AC¢é There were 33 men and 24 women present. (= 58 ge 

About half the women were in evening dress. 

18 couples were dancing, 

The room had Mural decorations of balloons, notes of music, 
dancers, masks, etc. 


The average number of couples dancing was about 21. 
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The average number of couples dancing was KB about 21. 
Highest number (for. "A-Tisket a-Tasket" Fox-trot) 25 couples. 


H. Pease Aldershot 3rd Dec. p.4. 


Lowest number (for Rumba) - 8 couples. Lambeth Walk, 12 couples 
and Tango 17 couples, 

Only once did two women dance together, a hlonde and 
a brunette, andwere soon "cut in" on by two soldiers, {There 
were 5 soldiers present, 2 Highlanders in Tartan kilts and 
stockings, white spats and khaki tunics, 2 dark blue uniforms 
and one khaki). 

Lights were lowered most for waltzes, always full for 
quick-steps and quick fox-trots. 

The two Highlanders danced together several times, 

Two other pairs of men danced togetle r on two or three occasions 
(once in Lambeth Walk). 

Numbers of men standing in ammtz centre of the room waiting 
to cut in varied up to a maximum of 15 during the Fox-trot "Lady 
Be Good" (quick fox-trot) and other tunes which followed Interval. 
(Only one woman noticed cutting in.) 

fhis Interval occurred at 10.28 till 10.45,when all but 
6 couples, 8 men and 2 women went upstairs to a coffee-bar., Here 
there were 35 men andl2 women waentxupetueixrsxtsxaxes mostly sitting 
at tables, although 6 men and one woman sat up at the Bar, Only 
soft drinks (tea and coffee) available. In a passage-way 4 men and 
2 women were drinking draught beer out of bottles. 

(This makes a total of 75 present at 10.30 p.m.) 

Only on two occasions did people join in singing what the 
Band were playing, one being "Say It isn't So." ( the other the 
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ethexxthexk the Lambeth Walk.) 


Each dence was announced beforehand by an announcer, and 
Rumba, Tango and Lambeth Walk were announced by him together as a 
group of gam one dance, Two men danced the Tango together, 

At 11.18 the Lambeth Walk was danced with a good deal 
of stamping and"jazzing-up"of the Walk. Whistles were made 
instead of Oi's. “ome joined in the words "Any evening, any day". 

When observernleft at 11.25 The Chestnut “ree had not been 
danced, At 10.50 he had asked a dancer whether they were 
likely to do it, and he had said "Oh yes, ten to one they widl." 
Asked what he thought of it, this man (circa 20 years) siad: 
"Queer sprt of dance, but easy ....... Lambeth Walk and 


Chestnut Tree —- it will just about ruin dancing if any more 


of that trash comes out," 


1 r a 
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Advertis ha, there would, be introduced a new dance called the 
Clapham Prom to be demonstrated there. (See handbill appended) 


Obs arrived a@ the hall at 8.I5 and was told which door to go in to 
- by a taxi-driver outside. Entered one of the 4 pairs of doors, into 
> large foyer (¢c70'x40'). On left a table with girl seated at it and 
two others standing talking to her. All in evening dress. When Obs 
went up to table they continued talking for a mizute and then the 
girl who was in charge looked up, saw Obs and apologised for keeping 
him waiting. Gave her 2/-. Asked if that was right. She said yes. 
Took a ticket off a pile tore it in half, and told Obs to keep that 
half. She kept the rest. Ticket number 420. 

Went acrogs fover to geits cloakroom. Gents and ladies cloakrooms 
adjacent to each other. Recessed area about 5' square in each case. 

In centre of area a rectangular area divided off with railing so that 
one has to pass one way in front of the hatch to give in ones clothes. 
In each co ner a chair. Paid 3d for cloakroom. Attendants in white 
short jackets. 11 right for swimming bath but loked a bit peculiar 
in Obs' opinion for a dance attendant. 

Changed shoes and went along to the lavatary. Liquid soap i:. container 
over each hand basin. Water boiling hot. hevess W.C. free. Roller towd. 
Washed hands = as far as possible as one finger bandaged. Hal started 
to bleed again. 

Came out and went acroos the linoleum lined foyer and up flight of sta 
stairs, divided by a rail and branching off to right and left half way 

UPe length | 
This brought you to another room the same sése as the foyer and over 
it. In centre a railed off area, looking down on foyer. Wood panelled 
walls, basket arm chairs a:d little tables for 2 all round. Sents and 
ladies lavatories on this floor too. Width about 30!. 

Went through door and found myself in the balcony of the hall. 
Balcony ran round 3 sides of the ballroom. Two tiers of seats ran alon{ 
the 3 sides. Seats tip up fixed type. Behind these down the two long 
sid s an alleyway about I5' wide. Behind the shorter side it was some 
25' deep. Table arranged with refreshm.ets, and in front against the 
balcony rail were tables with two chairs to each. 

Sat at one of tables for few minutes making notes. 

Ballroom itself large. Floor area about 60'x I20'. At far end stage, 
with curtains and a depth of some I5'. Round ballroom were blue plush 
covered benches built in to the walls. 

Lamps in clusters of 5 with frosted glass bowls hung from the ceiling 

(4 ae e down each side of the ceilng). In centre of the ceiling a 

milti-faceted reflector for use with limes. 


8=-piece band on the stage.(Pianp, violin - leader -, bass,drums, 2 
saxophones, trombone). The band were in dinner-jackets, the leader in 
tails. 


About I2 people there when Obs arrived (couldn't see al from the 
balcony). Firsttune played at 8.23 p.m.(dance started at Sp.m.?_ 
A foxtrot. Played for 3 minutes before two girld - both in evening 


dress, got upa and started to dance. 2 more ris followed them. 
These and the others in the room clapped at the end of the dance. 
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Band struck up the same tune again - a catchy number which tur..<d 
out later to be the tune of the Clapham Prom. The two girls got up 
immediately for this. A man in dinner suit followed with another 
girl inevening dress. 2 chaps had come up to the talcony - both in 
lounge suits - and from balcony could see 7 chaps standing watching, 


P, - dinner suits. Looked working class type. 5 girls, all in evening 
TOCKS e 


C45 Went downstairs an entered ballroom. 3 more girls were sitting out on 
one side and on the other 2, whilst 4 chaps stood round the doorway. 
Next dance was a slow foxtrot and Obs went up and asked a girl ina 
green afternoon frock, who was sitting with ea a friend in evening 
dress. She smiled shyly when Obs asked er and looked at her friend. 
Went on floor.Very poor dancer and tripped several times. Followed 
badly. Apolozised "I'm sorry I'm a poor dancer". Seemed very embarr- 
assed at her dancing, but seemed friendly enough. At the end of the 
first dance she walked off -he floor without saying a word, although 
there was an encore - as in all dances, following autématically on 
the first. : 

Went to lavatory. There remarke d ta attendant that there were very 
few there. He said that it was early yet, as many worked till 8 p.m. 
on Fridays. 

Went into the ballroom again. Now 8.30 and there were 22men (not 
counting Obs) and I5 women. With exception of the M.C. one other man 
and two women all were under 30. 


Next dance a waltz. Asked girl of about 20 dressed in red evening 

frock for dance. She jumped up as soon as Obs approached aid got on #32 
floor. “ood dancer. Siad she had only been here once or twice in 

reply to Obs remark hat it was his fir t time there. Said that a lot 
of the dances were private ones and one could only get in with a ticket 
‘Lights dimmed for waltz and 4 rows of fairy lights strung crosswise 
between the 2 sides of the talcony were lit up. Band played waltzes tl 
with nice tempo - slowly. 


At end of dance escorted her off floor but she walked ahead and didn't 
seem to expect to be escorted off floor. 


Next partner girl of about I7, height 5'3" dressed in blue evening 
frock. Working cAacs type. Did she come here often? No she usually went 
to military dances. Her brother was a sergeant - well on the way to 
promotion to sergeant-majob and they had dances about once a month at 
Kingston. Different dances according to the mess you were in. There we 
were corporals dances, sergeants dances etc and at a corporals dance 
any one who was a corporal or above was entitled to go. This was the 
first time she had been here. No she had not been to Loacrno. But her 
friend went every Saturday with her young man. During this dance - a 
quickstep - 3 spot prizes were given. Also exscorted her.off the floor 
but she looked as though she dédn't expect it. 


Qi, Next they had a Paul Jo-es. This was run on the same lines as at the 
Peckham Pavilion, the men making a ring in the centre and holding 
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hands and dancing round clockwise whilst the women form a ring on the 
outside and dance anti-clockwise. For this something like 'Here we go 
round the mulberry busB,' or a similar ditty is played. When the msie 
stops oie dances with the partner one is opposite. A different dance 

is played each time (they ‘ad a quickstep, waltz, foxtrot, and veleta). 
Danced with « girl in red evening fpock. Aged about 20 and about 5'!7" 
tall. Lower middle or possibly working. Volunteered information that 

she liked Paul Jo es - because she like d danci © with someone diff- 
erent each time. She got tired of dancing with the same mon for a wholé 
dance. 

Next in Pal Jo es was a woman of about 50. Said she liked this hall. 
Had been to a dance at the Constitutional Club in Northumberland Avenuc | 
the previous week and they had had one of the best West End bands. She | Ya: 
hoped this dance paid. ! 

About 60 joined in the Paul Joes (t) ere were about 80 present now) an 
there was a nice atmosphere. Yery margfed standard of inferiority of 
dancing after the Locarno. This is about the average of one of the 
poorer club dances that Obs has attended in Liverpool. Dancing here 
really inferior to most places he hag been to. 


Watched te band playing. Drummer, pianist, and violinist bobbed up & 
down to the rhythm. Bass moved a little. But the two saxes and the 6» 
trombone kept perfectly still. 


| ¢ A Lambeth Walk attracted I3 couples on the floor. One couple were girls 
the rest bi-sexual. Here again marked difference from Locarno. No 
atmosphere about it. The two leading couples (all about 20) did a sort 
of truckin step to the walkin part. One man merely walked in an 
ordinary manner, completely without rhythmatic movement. About [0 of 
the couples shouted Oi. One couple did a. extra spin round at the end 
of each sequence. Band speede it up towards end and they all shouted 
Oi with LUST. ° 


Noticed two women and a child in outdoor clothes watching from the 
balcony. 


About I20 here now. This the maximum for the evening, 


For a Veleta lights lowered and spot light put on. I6 couples got up f 
for this. 


Man in dress suit saw Obs jotting down notes and came and asked him if 
he were from the press. He-was connected with the organisation of the 
dance. Ran a band of his own. Was here to supplement band with some of 
his own people for the Clapham Prom. Said that the M.C., Bill Clarke, 
had written it. Went off to get Obs some pamphlets about the dance. 


M.U was about 45, dressed in tails suit. Height about 5'4" and his smit 
“being cut rather low at the mck he displayee the »ack of his bow tie 
and had - to the Obs - a rather amusing appearance. He saw Obs talking 
to the man and came over. Obs intréduced himself. Clarke said he had 
been a dance teacrier in Blackpool tor some years but had not done any 


teaching “or the last I2 years. However he felt eis there was need of 
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a dance that was ot just a stunt but a proper ballroom dance. He hai 
therefore devised this dance and was going to demonstrate it that nighk. 
Obs asked him it it was coing to be demonstrated elsewhere and what 
steps he had taken to popitlarise it. He rather evadec answering this | 
saying that he hoped it would get known (Obviously he had taken no stePS 
to put it acrogs). Said the tune was an idea he had had for a long tim 
in his head and that h had given it to 2 local boys - the twins Len an 
Jack James - to work it up for him. They ld surprised him with the 
result and he thought Obs would agree when he heard the tune that they 
hac made a good job of it. 
| Pat Intréaduced Obs to Majjor Phillips, promoter of the d@nce. He was aged ab. 
| about 60 - loked the part. Said he was starting to promote dances here. 
This his first effort here Had been back some 6 years Had promoted 
dances in India and Nigeria. Said they went down Mee well there - it 
being easy to g t the people. They used the dances that came out to 
them from home. Had some business to see to so excused himself, 
Other man retur.ed with pamphlets and gave them’ to Obs. These were 
ordinary handbills in 2 colours - as appended here. 


Major P announced the dance from the mike. But he st od too far away & 
one couldn't hear a word he said. | 
Clarke appearde on the floor with the girl in red (see Paul Jones above) 
and the band struck up the tune Obs had heard when he first entered the 
room. Catchy tune. Dance combination of p omenade steps. Man held girl 
from behind. Walk forward; t-en break away - forward, back;then 4 cros 
over p omenade steps forward; then 4 more forward stéps. Dance seemed 
quite a pleasant one, but very poorly executed. Man didn't hold himse] 
p operly, while girl (who normally walked withga pronounced forward s# 
st op so that she stuck her bottom out) danced equally ungracefully. 
Neit er seemed to be sure of themselves and they slurred over th: 
steps so tiat it was difficult to follow. Went round room twice = 
augmnehted band playing with great gusto =- and finished. Loud applause 
for some 60 seconds. Man in balcony who had arrived in time for the 
exhibition and was sitting in his overcoat called out "Well don&é." Thi 
brought more applause and they did 2 more rounds. 
Obs felt what a pity it was that they ahdn't put this across well. 
Wuite a catchy tune and pleasant dance yet from that demonstration one 
could pick up so little. 
The twins were doing a duet on the piano with the rest of the band plus 
two morw augmneting them. | 
Equally loud applause at end of second show. Clarke announced that Wife 
there would be'a comp tition at #ke BI for this dance andthat he 
would show it again before that. 


Danced with girl in flowered, low-backed evening frock. She was one of 
a pa ty of about 20 - including Mrs Clarke - who were sitting near Obs. 
Looked at the chap next to her when Obs asked for dance and then got ur. 
Very sociable. Aged about 20, fair hais. Said she thought it would be 
better with more here. Asked Obs where he came from. Recognised that 

he wasn't a Londoner. He said Liverpool. "Oh not Blackpool I hope". 
Said she had been t ere last summer. Had been at a dance there and a 


local lad had talked to her for 3 dances and she had not understogy 
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aword ghe said.’ She had just answered yes or no and he must have 7H 
tho: ht she was crazy. But she really couldn't understand him. But 

she liked a dialect. What an expensive place Blackpool was. She must 
have spent at least 35/=- on amusements that week. She ad been invited 
there by friends. Things like the big dipper were good fun but were 
not worbh a shilling. She had had enough of it by the end of the week 
but was now able to say she had seen the place. vaid she usually 
danced with one partner. Admitted that it was bad and spoiled her 
dancing. | 


Danced with several other pa tners during the evning. Standard of 
dancing was not high. 


Spoke again to the chap who had first come up t me. He pointed out 
one chap in tails with a red buttorhole and said that that was Archie 

Lake - a well known pro essional dancer. The sid Archie proceeded 
immediately to trip up in front of Observor, trying to execute a spin 
in a quickstep. 


? pay The competition announced. Two free perms for the best two ladies and 
prizes for the men. Nature of latter not revealed. 


Clarke and partner did- dance once again. 3 couples sot on floor after 
him, then after about 2 minutes five more. Number swelled to I2 but 4 
dropped out. None seemed to do exactly the same. Girl whose conversatin 
Oo; Blackpool recorede above seemed the best to Obs.After thede 8 had 
danced for about 2 mins Clarke and Major P who were in the middle of 

the floor judging stopped t e musicand selected 4 couples. Of these th’ y 
picked the two winners. No prizes were presentec publicly although the 
prizes fo those who gad arrived before 8.I5 were (see below). 


A ain felt it was a pity that the thing hadn't been organised better. 

Clarke did nét tell the public the steps - he merely danced through 

te thing. Consegqu ntly it was difficuot to pick up the dance - more 

so in view of its poor demo .strators. Of the two girl winners one late 

told Obs that she was to have demonstrated it but her partner couldn't 
- turn up. 


Pa Prizes. Altogether 9 spot prizes were givens 4 prizes for the compet- 

ition (2 perms,a gents wrist watch, and another gents prize); and 
about 20 prizes of powder compacts and packets of cigarettes for those 
who arrived before 8.I5 (Obs won packet of fags) andfor those who had 
cloakroom tickets with a certain nymber on. 
Obs mentioned the great number of prizes to the chap who had first 
spoken to him. He said that they gave them so t at in future people wh 
saw t at a dance was marked 'A Phillips Productioh' would know that it 
was something worth going to. He ‘aid that the total expenses for the 
evening were about #8/-- £25 and that they had certainly lost on the a 
night. | 


Danee finished at midnight and there were then about 60-70 present. 
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CLAPHAM MANOR STREET, S.W.4. 


A PHILLIP’S PRODUCTION 


GRAND 
DANCE 


Friday, 24th. February, 1939. 


S$ p.m. till 1 to 12 
The first Public Production of — 


THE CLAPHAM PROM 


voted by privileged professional viewers 


THE HIT OF THE SEASON 


Prizes in connection with above — equal chance for everybody 


Ladies Prizes - TWO PERMANENT WAVES 
by ANTHONY FORTE, 6, South Side. 


Gent’s Prizes 
Dancers in Hall by 815p.m. receive Gifts 


Surprise Prizes and Gifts 
SPOT PRIZES 


CATERERS - HEMMINGS LICENSED BAR TILL }j to 12 
- STEPHEN BRISTOW 


ADMISSION BY TICKET OR AT DOOR 2/- 


Printed by Posta] Publicity Press, 175a Manor Street, S.W.4. 
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General noteSe 


Obs arrived 8 and asked for Mr Lyons+ At the box office they rang 

through. He greets obs and shows them to the balcony. 

Here they have 3 commissionaires (cf usherettes on Mecca circuit) 
Waitresses are in the more traditional uniform (black with white head 
bands, white ectffs and aprons). 2 

Decorations of the hail in soft colours. Much larger than L carno| 
and f r that rea on must be more difficult to keep amart. Nevertheless) 
fer-tnse—-weasen the place is not so well kept as lecca. Stair carpets. 
tending to be shabby. In balcony the finish of the long bar is crude. | 
Cloakroom arrangement not so good - a small servi.g hatch being used 
in tead of the broad counter favo red by Mecca. 

Two band stands side by side - one for the Embassy Band - the oth 
for the Roamny Band - Oscar Rabin. Between the two stands a door and 
behind and above the tands an ornamental back piece. Front of the 
stands in green. Back piece in red shading into pink. Door green, This 
t e only disharmony in colour in the room, since the red matched nothti: 
else in the room, 

Despite the doorway between the stands Oscars band took their 
places on the stand by walking right round the room. Hmbassy band used 
door to leave hall. Boor appears only to give access to the passage 
way which runs behind the tables, the back piece to the stnads being 
above thé passage thus givine «= tunnel eftecte 


| 
| 


Colours for da cing. 


Less use made of coloured lighting here than on 'lecca halls. Onl; 
change of lighting was for a waltz, when all the neon strips with the 
exception tf 4 were exténguished and blue flood lighté directed on to 
the back panel were lit. This gave some bluish appearance to the hall 
but it was not pronounced. 


Band sessions. 


Band plays for about 3/4 of an hour here. Different system of 
dances here too. They play four dances on the run and then have an 
interval of about 2 minutes whilst they sele ct music for the next 4. 
To obs this seems to have disadvantages. In Mecca the band a»pears to 
be playin= all the time. You don't get this impression here. Also if yj 
you da.ce you have the same partner for 4 daices. They do not always | 
have the same four either. Thus tonight once they played QS,Q%,Qs,FT. 
oe al occasion W,W,W,OTW. On another occasion Q5,Qs,FT,Boomps-a= 
Daisye 

This syte m has the advantage however that one does have some 
opportunity of getting to know a partner. Obs remembers how when he 
first visited this hall Nov 1988, he was doing a 9S when they change 
to Big Apple and started fooling. This made conversation with partner 
much easier. | 

System does not give the feeling of efficiency imparted by Mecca. 
In Mecca halls it is exceptional for the bands to be obvio sly select 
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music on the stage. They have the music in reer and simply turn over 
after each tune, But here they seemed to sort it out on the stand. | 
Here tey finish daice by announcing "That's all" into the mike, Thig 


pica not necessary at Mecca, where they play toa routine of 2 Ganegsper 
da ices : 

b) 

5] Mr. LvonSe 

no Obs talk with him about the international situation. He says he 

38 | thinks war futile and wants to know what is the value of fighting. 

bs | Thinks the pa pers tell "such bloody lies" that you can't believe then 

° and therefore it seems foolish to @ight. But when obs asked him would 


he fight he answered "I suppose so, like the rest. Pacifists have more 
coura’e than the Best of us I suppose, in saying they won't fight. 
the There isn't any sense in fichting. If I had my way I would say to 
Hitler - "Here take anythirg you want. You can have the whole bloody 
lot. Now what are you going to do with it now you've got it@! In 


is Australia and Canada we lost plenty getting them = and we only had 
hi: t em a few years before they were self governing. It's always the 


same. They talk about ‘our pre tige'. What's bloody prestige got to de 
with it? There is too much of this 'You do this or I'll punch your 
ed nose for you! these days. It doesn't get us anywhere". Ete etc. 
Then he added 3 
"But your in a pla ce that doesn't worry about crises. Though maybe 
it will affect us tonisht. We may get less in. It has come so suddenly 
although we have been exnecting it for weeks." 


Later he introduc d obs to Oscar Rabin. (see separate report). 


ml: 

le Patrons e 

,0 

lL Seemed much the same as at Mecca - mainly C's with a smattering of 
B's. Standard of dancing about the same as at Mecca. Pros seemed to be 
little in evidence. Obs only saw one male pro on the fllor,. 

Jitterbuggerye 
| There was more here than at Locarno = about same as at Royal - not 

ke | so many as at Paramount. But those who did it fairly good, one chap 

LO especially (who proved =o be an indifferent ballroom dancer), who 

P yi looked from the balcony to be a clerical worker. But later and closer 

4 acquahitance revealed him to be C type, maybe clerical, but not wery 


intelligent. Spoke ir. hich pitched voice. Did all the usual truckin 
a= : steps, b t had wariations of his own, notably in hip swinging - unusa 
for a chap. 


Crowd distribution. i 
Tntrance to this hall it from one corner of the floor. Yet here 


'. The crowd densest rounc 
distribution pappern as in any other hall. The de : 

io entrance, where also are the highest proportion of standerse Thing 
out away from this point on either side. About 800 or s0 ney - on ro 
estimates For dances about 150 couples rising to 200 for suc | 


bo Romany's. Waltz not so popular here as at Lanter: 
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Boomps-a-Dalsye 


This followed a FT. They did it through to normal tempo, most 


people doingonly slight buompse Obs sho id say that only about ¢ 
Anew it properlye 


T»en they did their Wjitterbug™ version. T is was to double tempo 
every not being doubled :=- Clap,clap, hands hands, and bom ps, boomps 
a ca Lsy CTC e 

This arowec laughter and some clapping at end. As at Mecca halls 

little clapping indedd. 


r floor show of any kind (see interview with Lyons of 
week for this). 
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Obs interviewed Mr.Lyons, brother of t e manageress of Yygyithe hall. 
She is away on holiday in the South of France. 


"Yes this is the bigrest hall in the country. We are proud of this 
place. 

Yes we have boxes t00, or had. We had them removed a fortnight ago 
to gie more floor space. Theywere useful at private functions and char 

ity dances. At private functions the mana:ers and organisers like to & 
on their own away f om the common herd don't they?. 

But here the dancers have the first consi: eration, They have a good 
floor, good bands, good catering. We do our own catering. 

Miss Lyons is the general manageress. Yes, it is unusual. As far as! 
we know she is the only one in the country. Yes I agree it is unusual 
in any business. 

This tie the first and only hall to be televised. It was the first 

hall in the country to broadcast - about 2 years ago. (This is manif- 
estly untrue as the Savoy were broadcasting years ago and other W.End 
halls and hotels followed them). | 

You may say that this hall has got an inheritance, It is well known | 
You can go to any voung fellow axid in Scotland and ask him where is the 
Palais and he will at once say "Hammersmith". 

We get an enormous nymber of srptvyete people all the year round. 

prominent 
We get lots of pvarthess from different clubs. We have tea parties, aay) 
day partiese 

No these crises don't a*vfect bisiness a scrap. People talk about th. 
affect of the crisis. Well it's bound to have an effect all round but it 
can't affect the class we get here. The prices are too reasonable, 
There's nowhere you can go “for 1/6 and cet 4 hours entertainment, There 
is plenty of music and life here. 

‘People get to know each other. There are the regulars who come two 
and three times a week, Now the Jitterbilg craze is setting hold of them) 
Yes it's coming along nice!:. No we don't do anything special to cult= | 
ivate ite In a quickstep th y will start doing it. Others might do 
a waltz. They all enjoy themselves. 

At this place we have had titled people at one end of the hall and | 
people with their jellied eels at the other. The occasion I am talking | 
about was the BocR Settlement dance. There were titled people inter | 
ested in it, and there were dock wor<ers here too# 


JA "Do they mix? Do you find that dancing breaks down class barriers?" 


L "Yes. We have a system here for getting.them friendly. We give them) 
a "Merry Go Round", We start wath an ge gid dance, then one of the 
popular quickwr dances, then the lights owt, then a sing song, bit of 
Lambeth Walk, veleta, and an Irish J ig to finish them up all hot. Then - 
we tell them that the beer's cool on the balcony, Dancing is one of the! 
chief ways of breaking down class barriers, second only to swi 
The floor here is 330 feet long - well at leats 200. (Obs estimate | 

at leats 250, probably more). It cost £5,000. It is mde of English 
maple.It is nefer touched. Only bBwept. We put no polish on it. You 

couldn't stand up on it if you did. It is cleaned occasionally - about 
once a year. It has been in now about 5 years. 
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We have about le professionals here. Everyone is a qualifled 
teacher. That is a rule. We have dance classes here too. We have them 
on Wed. and Sat evenings between 6.30 and 8 and on Sunday at 10,30, 
11.30, and 12.30. 

‘ og last batch of 16 couples we had all passed for their bronze 
medalSe 


We do all ow own maintenance here. Have we though of expanding? 
No. We are quite content here. 

We are a private company - Hammersmith Palais Ltd. Our people 
also have t e Em>ress Hall Richmond =- an Ice Rink, and 
in Brighton. These are separatecompanies but the directors are interest 
in all 3e 


We have all neon lighting here. It gives a much more even light. 
We have our own private lines for bro deasting so that all they have to 
do is to come in and connect up their microphones and we are on the air 


The hall is redocorated practically every otver year. It gets very 
dirty you know. , | 

We can seat 1,500 at tables, and in addition can put in extra seats 
all r ound the hall. 

We do all our own catering and as you see f' om this mem, it is 
a wide range. We have a great reputation for steek and chips. 

The balcony Was extend d recently as you see. Everything here is 
of either metal or oak. That is LCC regulations. Oak is the hardest 
wood and where there has to be wood it is chosen, in case of fire. 


All pay the same entrance money here, although some only come to wa 
watch. We have had regulars asking can they take their mother or dad 
in for a few minutes to see the hall. Everyone seems to know one anothe 
here. There is a friendly atmosphere about the placée 

Our a tendance? On Saturdays we get about 2,000, on week nichts 
perhaps 1,000. 


One thiig about Mr.Langdon, the managing director. He is always 
open to do anything to improve the place. He is marvellous like that. 
Anything which isn't qite right - out it goes and something else is 
got in to replace it. 


A French artist does the mrals. 


On license nights we lteve 65' of bar in the balcony (we put that 
bar in ourselves) and it is all used believe me. 


Everything matches. The neon is very soft. There are no gaudy 
lampshadese 


The pre | has asbstos accoustic taoes across it for broadcasting.) 
Everything is fireproof, ) 
We have to have a night watchman too = as a public dance hall. 
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Our clientele? The loecl trade is not very big. They come journeys to 
use We have a late coach service at nights. They book for that at the 
box office. They can stop till the end of the dance then. 


Obs "Didn't the 6riginal Dixieland Yvazz Band play here?" 


L "Yes. That was about the beginning of 1920, and they pla;ed right 
under this balcony. Sid Roy, Pocrelei | Roy, Al Taber they all started here, 
This wasn't always a public dancehall. It started as one and then there 
was a big slump in dancing and t went right out. Our firm took it ove 
then as an Ice Rink. Then dancing came right back and we converted it. 
acain to a dance hall. 

Dancingis now definitely a pastime that will never drop oute 

Here we do all the dances. We still do t e Palais Glide. We have 
done the Beer Barrel Polka, but it hasn't causht on. It has not been 
called for. That is how we cater for them. We do what they want. They 
will ask for sone thing if they want it. 

We do the Lambeth Walk and the Chestnut Tree. Now all the craze is 
jitterbuge 

The majority of them are working class I suppose. 

But we get ail sortse We had a private let for St Gu¥'s Hospital, anc 
had people with very good connections for that. We have had people in 
high society at these pri ate functions and they come again. One night 
a couple came in and ordered a table and saat over there by the band. I 
thought I recognise: the face. It was Noel Coward. They signed in for 
the Sunday Clu. like anyone else and came in the hall. He judged a 
competition later. He was most delighted with the place. 


I have long hours here. From 11 in the morning till we close, which 
is 12 normally and l or 2 on late nights. You work hard but it is ina. 
nice atmosphere. You walk amongst people. Everything is light. You don't 
notice the time. I really enjoy it. It is really a nice atmosphere, 


Here they fetch the music out to suit the dancers. Once they used 
to fetch the dances out to suit the music. But now it is the other way 
round. There are more tunes played for dancing than for anythim else. | 
Our boys will play anything when it comes t a pinch. For cabaret they | 
may have to play classical. | 
‘ Mr. Rabin has been going for 15 years and he is extremely popular | 

eTee 

We only have cabaret on special nights here, There again we are 
catering for the dancers, and no-one can complain. If you put a cabaret 
on it may be good or it may not be up to scratch and you are for it. 
They will say 'Why pt that bloody thing on?! I don't believe in it. 
Neither does t e managing director. 

We have charity dances. We ran o r own after the submarine disaster 
and made £143.10. 

Lyons have all their dances here, 

No, there is no connection between the two firms really. Sir Joseph — 
Lyons was my father's nephew but that doesn't mean anything. Sir Joseph' ! 
family died out. | 
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Obs. "Doesn't the fact of having these private bookings interfere wi 
ordinary business?" 


Le "No. We keep our bookings to Th rdéday nights only. We ask all 
our patrons to read the newspapers. We advertise in all the papers, t 
the local ones a swell. 


Those things an the w ll are air conditioning machines. 


We have our own club too, where members may get a drink. Member- 
ship is 2/6 a year. 

We do all our own electrical work. All this club room wags built 
by our maintenance staff. It is much better having your owgj maintenan 
staff. If you want anything doing you don't have all the bother of¢e 
tenders and contracts. You get on with it. If it is a new wall, well 
up it goes without any bother, You can do anything without quibbling,. 


Tonight (Friday) is definitely a dancers' night. We have a 
competition and demonstrationse 


We have a staff here of about 100. : 

Another big item here is laundry. We have one woman whose sole — 
job is to look after the table linen. Advertising is another big iter 
Miss Lyons does all that herself. She's in the Sottth of France at the 
moment haviic a well-earned holiday. She has only one assistant and 
that's me. I'm her brother. 

Carpets are anot:er big item. They Bh st only about a year = 
the beste In the foyer we have some replaced by parquet flooring, 
It lasts and looks smart. 

You may wonedr at me talking lile this but we are proud of our 
hall and 1iké to tell people about it. Some would just show you in ar 
say 'A dance hall. There it is. That's all'. But we are proud of thig 
hall." 


Impressions e 

Lyons about 40, 5'4", black hair, face slightly marred with 
scarlet fever marks. Seemed quite friendly. A bit suspicious at first 
but soon unbended aid sot quite enthusiastic as he went on. Very 
proud of his dister apparently. | 

The hall itself seems to obs to lacka certain intimacy of atmosph 
ere which Locarno anc Paramount and “storia have (probably just a que 
quest ion of size), but it is much more tastefully decorated than the 
these obs thinks. The decorations are bn a compeehensive basis and th 
there is not th t complete Bek of uniform plan and the clash of mé 
colours which is such a feature of Mecca Halls. Here the decorations 
are all in soft colours - greys and dull golds and shaded biacks, 
offset by neon lighting in red. There is no glare, no ornateness. 
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How did you hear about this concert? 


Is there any particular reasen why you heave come to it? 
(If not stated, find 


What wes the lest concert you went to? 
out when ). 


Where do you cone from? 
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conversation with a girl of 
22, no spectacles, curled hair, 

plump be dy. Sye came from St. Edmunds parish. they hac 
had their social on Saturday, or as she put it, ended their 
season. She had not had any pancakes because — was 
pi ieainc. she had written out a list of ten things she 
ould not eat dur ng lent, which included "“pud mht ; 
akeg etce She was remin ded a lat about lent at home. 
She had cut a dressmaking evening class in Ylarence St. 
to come to the dance She ientioned Crusade Lectures at 
the Spinners Hall on Sunday nishts at 7.30 and said 
they made you want tofast. She said ner name was Agnes, 
and seemed pleased that observers name was Willian 
because that was her fathers hame,. 


At 9,50 three priests came ih, one smoking a pipe. One 
spoke to the band, anc Asnes said they've come to reming 
us its lent tomorrow. This they did not do. “ne of them 
Was Observed to put his arm round the shoulderof one of 
the younger sirls. 


Observers General Impressions. 


Bloody awful do, women under sexed, ill dressed, unattractive. 
Toney seemed to have no bloody in their veins, only holg 


water. . Vw yrald. 


@ 8 Miles of Magni ficent Sands 


@ Mild in Winter. Glorious and 
Healthy all the year round 


GRAFTON ROAD ESTATE 
FREEHOLD BUNGALOWS 


NEAR SHOPS, TOWN AND SEA. 


OUR SPECIAL: m Drainage. Suir cd tsdsie’ te 
every detail. 


BUNGALOW Mortgages arranged. Small Deposit 


£600 | ..6525£800 


VIEW ANY TIME, or Full Particulars on application from 


W. VARNEY, Builder EES" 


Or to CLEWER HILL ROAD, WINDSOR —Tel.: Windsor 39 & 715 
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| | 
| w Close Shave Sir? But not by your car | 


I give personal attention to all my customers 
that’s why I’m appointed to Holborn Empire 


: Vibro Face Massage 1/6 Hot Towels and 

| Vibro Scalp Massage 1/- SALON nee or | 

| Shampooing 8d., ee F CHARGES Shaving - - - 4d. 

} Singeing_ - Haircutting : 8d. 

| C. A. ALDRIDGE 

| irom Sage Door Ss REMNANT STREET oncey 2079 | 
: 


HOLBORN EMPIRE 


THE GENERAL THEATRE CORPORATION, LTD. 


Manacine Director . - MARK OSTRER 

( DirRECTION - - - - - GEORGE BLACK 
LICENSED BY THE Lone Cuanoum Au To cE. W. P. PEALL Te..: Ho.sorn 8367 
ResipeEnt MANAGER — . : ~ - - ~ ° Bertie Avams 
Press REPRESENTATIVE - - 


- - Frank SHaw 


6.30 — TWICE NIGHTLY - 9.0 
PRICES OF ADMISSION (Including Tax) 


s D s. wo 

Boxes icseat 4 persons) - » 2S 4 STALLS - - - ~ 3 Oo 

Exrra Seats 6 O° Cirmcte - - - - 2 = 

Boxes (to seat 4 persons) -« 18 Oo Pir - @ “ 1 # 

Extra Seats 4 10 Batcony - - - 1 @ 

: FauTEUVILsS - - - 3 8 Baucony - - - 1 6 
FAUTEUVILS Ss 0 (Saturdays and Holidays) 


Saturdays and Bank Holidays, The above are not bookable seats 
afew front seats only 2nd House. 


GRano CIRCLE - Box Orrice open 10 tro 10 
| The above are bookable seats only TELEPHONE —- Ho._tsporn 5367-8-9 


For Good Films, Good Music and Comfort, visit a GAUMONT-BRITISH THEATRE 


° 


| 
YOU SHOULD VISIT— 
| 


CHESSINGTON ZOO 


CHESSINGTON =—- SURREY 
Historical Mansion and SO acres of Beautiful Grounds 


Endless Amusements — Ideal for Children’s Outings 


DELIGHTFUL CIRCUS 


DAILY AT 3, 6 AND 9 P.M. 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY ISSUE CHEAP DAY TICKETS TO INCLUDE 
ADMISSION AND CIRCUS, FROM YOUR STATION 


_—— —— 


OF DISTINCTION 
$33: of ALA MALE and 
f DESCRIPTIONS FEMALE 


(Uniforms) Ltd. 
HH THE SPECIALISTS 


/ 86/8 WARDOUR STREET 
i LONDON; . Wun 


: Phone:* 
ines GERRARD 6311-2 Uniform, Rath, London 
HE REPRESENTATIVES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 


| 

Fo 
Keith Prowse reserve whole blocks. of Stails, 
Dress and Upper Circle Seats in the Best 
Positi for ai l|heatres§ afl 1d Attractions. 

These Best Seats cannot be obtainec elsewhere | 


{ ! . / ” ; . . o , “ rr} { 
— J nominal DOOKI! p ree reserves tnell iO YOU. 


159. New Bond Street, W.1 (REGent 6000) 


See Telephone Directory for branches 
In all parts” of London 


YOU want Best Seats WE have them 


THIS SPACE TO LET | 
Apply— 
Stilwell, Darby & Co. Ltd. 


17-19, COCKSPUR STREET LONDON, S.W.1 
foe TELEPHONE - ~ WHITEHALL 5055 6-7-8 
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Week commencing Monday, November 28th, 1938 


“THE VARIETY SHOW BOAT” 


Presented by 
CHARLES L. TUCKER 


| OVERTURE— 

Te. Pieet 8 3m POrt Ame kn os ee ai Noel Gay 
THE HOLBORN EMPIKE ORCHESTRA 
Musical Director—SYDNEY KAPLAN 

2 The Company arrives on the ‘‘ QUEEN MERRIE.’’ 
BILLY BENNETT introduces the passengers to you. 
RICHARD BELL, MANUEL FRANCOIS and THE 
SAILOR GIRLS sing and dance ‘‘ We’re Home Again ”’ 


3 BILLY KAY & PARTNERS. Big laughs from a small 
Company 


PROGRAMME CONTINUED OVERLEAF 


| NOTICE—Photographing in Theatre Forbidden 


Productions and Variety Acts being the copyright of the 
Theatre proprietors or Variety Artists, the unauthorised 
Photographing of scenes or acts is illegal. 


In accordance with.the requirements of the London County Council — 

1.—The public may leave at the end of the performance or exhibition bv al] exit doors, and such 
: doors must at that time be open: 

2.—All gangways, corridors, staircases and external passageways intended to exit shall be kept 

entirely free from obstruction, whether permanent or yee | 


| 3.—Persons shall not be permitted to stand or sit in any the gangways intersecting the seating 


or to sit in any of the other gangways. If standing be permitted in the gangways at the sides and 
reac of the seating, it shal] be limited to the numbers indicated in the notices exhibited in those 


positions, | 
4.—The safety curtain must be lowered and raised in the presence of each audience. 


ma MONOPOLY ict ic 


The Greatest Game yet produced. The rage of America. You can buy Properties, ‘Railways, 
Waterworks; you can mortgage your property, you can obtain rent for your sites, and the 
: buildings you haye erected on same; you can go bankrupt; you can go to jail, you can 

come out if you like, or, if you are successful, you can obtain a MONOPOLY. 


Any number from 2 to 6 can play this amazing Game. r Standard sets 7/6 
sets at 10/6 and 21/- . Also a magnificent De Luxe set at 42/— 
= : oy From ali good class Stationers, Stores, Toy Dealers, etc. 
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FEELING 


SPRINGS TO* 
TAKE THE 


A SEAT ASSURED 
AT NO 
EXTRA COST AND 

ONE TO GIVE 
ARMCHAIR 
TRAVELLING 

~ COMFORT 


LON DON COASTAL COACHES 


9 You by Qoadk 


SLOANE 0202 OR ANY “COASTAL” OFFICE OR AGENT. 


Send Particulars of your Requirements to :—Dept. T.P 


In jure. 1 vz. Od., 2 07. 10d,, 
4 oz. 1/6, 8 oz, 2/6, 16 os, 4/6 
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PROGRAMME CONTINUED 
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GALI GALI, the Egyptian. Conjuror 
BILLY BENNETT, Almost a Gentleman 


‘RHE VARIETY SHOW BOAT” 


OWEN MCcGIVENEY, the Worid’s Greatest Quick- 


change Artiste in ‘‘ Bill Sikes ” 

THE DANCING LESSON with THE GIRLS, 
DOROTHY STONER and TEDDY BROWN 
THE WAGER ? 


INTERMISSION— 


Selection from George Black’s New. London Palladium Show 
‘‘THESE FOOLISH THINGS ”’ 


SYDNEY KAPLAN and the Holborn Empire Creicstea: 
PROGRAMME CONTINUED OVERLEAF 


LAYTON 


NEXT WEEK "Monday, December 5th, 1938 


VIC. OLIVER | 


RETURNS | Ag ER: A LONG ABSENCE: SE WITH. A 
OF NEW WISECRA 


, 
7 a 
; ‘ 


‘Duccie WAKEFIELD - 


BILLY NELSON & COMPANY 


CAPTAIN TOMaae 


TURNER 


In the World's tae Cage 


KAYES “2 MANS, 


"AND FULL VARIETY COMPANY 


ah 
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In the interests of Public Health this Theatre is disinfected throughout with JEYES’ FLUID 


3,000 Suits and Overcoats by Good Makers 


Good Clothing Purchased. 


13/= to £5:5:0 


Evening Dress Wear for Sale or Hire 


A. KEMP 20/22, Camden High St., N.W.1 


(NEAR CAMDEN HIPPODROME) _ 


This Space to Let... 


Apphy—- 
Stilwell, Darby & Co., Ltd. 


17-19, COCKSPUR STREET LONDON, S.W.1 


TELEPHONE - - WHITEHALL 5055-6-7-8 
PROGRAMME CONTINUED “THE VARIETY SHOW BOAT” 


FULLY LICENSED BUFFET in all parts 
of the Theatre where refreshments at 
| popular prices may be obtained. 


10 THE GIRLS in a surprise ballet © 
If DOROTHY STONER, America’s Novelty Girl 
12 THE MYSTIC 


I3 THE WESTERN BROTHERS (Kenneth and George). 
Those Radio Cads 


14 SID & MAX HARRISON, Comix. The Originators of 


the phrase ‘‘ Pull yourself to pieces ”’ 


PROGRAMME CONTINUED OVERLEAF 


— 


NOW AT THE |. 
LONDON PALLADIUM 00% circus” 


THE BIGGEST, erg . a5 18 SPECTACULAR 


‘THESE FOOLISH THINGS 


WITH THE 


CRAZY GANG - A GALAXY OF INTERNATIONAL STARS 


__ CAST OF -100 


| 6.13 - -Twice Nightly-9.0 . MATS.: Wed. & Thurs.at 2.30 


SEATS MAY BE BOOKED AT THE BOX OFFICE OF THIS THEATRE 


_ = 


e i LEND MON EY With or Without Security 
£3» £200 
HARRY G. E. COULSON 


32, AMERSHAM ROAD — NEW X 


Established 1908 (Mention this Programme) TIDEWAY 2251 


———— 
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I ASK AT THE BAR 
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SODA. WATER 
TONIC WATER | 
GINGER ALE, ETC, 


| lable Waters of distinction since 1 90 


= = II] 


Do you work in BOX LUNCHES 
an Office or require “For Those Who Prefer. Quality ” 
Sandwiches DELIVERY D 

Parties? 5. tan, GPM on “ 


SS £ P 
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GODDARD'S PORTABLE : BUILDINGS 


Full Illustrated Catalogue post free | Grown Works, Eastern Avenue. 
(DEPT. TP.) 


ALL GOODS CARRIAGE PAID ROMFORD | p 449 


SPAN ROOF GREENHOUSE, ASBESTOS GARAGE as approved Useful GARDEN TOOL SHED 
by Local Councils. Soundly con- ae a eV 
structed of Best Quality Materials. in complete sections to 
11 ft. x7 Ht. a1 8 6 gyre mY 
z4ft.x 
12 ft. x 8 ft. ve Shree: 
15 ft. x 8 ft. 810 10 0 8t.n 6.x 
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Eastwick & Son 


83, THEOBALDS ROAD, 
BLOOMSBURY, W.C. 


Repairs of every description done on the premises 


GIVE US A TRIAL AND BE SATISFIED 


SIS ‘FEDDY BROWN (Everybody knows Teddy) 


PROGRAMME CONTINUEO “THE VARIETY. SHOW ’ 


At the Piano—CLIFFORD HELLIER 


16 BILLY BENNETT introduces THE VARIETY SHOW 
BOAT REVELS with the entire passengers and crew in a 
_ Revelry of Laughter and Song 


Fisdiced by CHARLES L. TUCKER. Music and Lyrics by MAX WALL and 
BILLY BENNETT 
Dances arranged by MILLIE JACKSON 
Manager for Charles L Tucker—P. TREACEY 


GOD SAVE THE KING. 
Exit MARCH—" Let’s All Go to The Music Hall’’ Tilsley and Nicholl 


~~ Commencing “THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15th: 


MATINEES only af®2.15 
ITALIA CONTI’S PRODUCTION 


WHERE THE RAINBOW ENDS 


The English Patriotic Fairy Play 


Box Office Now Open Special Telephone No. HOLBORN 9617. | 
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GECRGE BLACKS WAUIGNHIYCAL MUSICAL 


gy THE leer Ae UP ae ae 


RALPH READER . _. | 
GERALDO and | Kio BAND (= 23 
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RECTORY LANE, LOUGHTON, ESSEX 


12 miles from Charing Cross. Splendid Bus and Train Service. 
Healthy and Beautiful Situation with Glorious Surroundings 


DETACHED HOUSES 


WITH 4 BEDROOMS £1095 FREEHOLD 


Call and View or Apply— 


G. A. EAGLESTONE, Buitder and Contractor 


Telephorme: LOUGHTON 1004 


be HOUSES Oa 


Main Bath Road & West Drayton 
(5 minutes Station, Bus and Coach stop) | 
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE. 2 Reception Pooms, 
well-equipped tiled kitchens, 3 bedrooms, tiled 


! im bathroom, . separate W.C.,° large garden. Space 
or Garage. Tennis ‘Club 


utd $NCLUSIVE-RENTALS 18/6 to 22/- per week 
ooh | NAPIER DEVELOPMENT C0. LTD., 5, Broadway, Bath Road, Harmondswarth, dix. 


PHONE: WEST DRAYTON 2257 


IN SEARCH OF ENGLAND. 


Most Englishmen to-day have had the opportunity, through the medium of 
cycle, motor car and the cheap travel facilities offered by bus and train, to see with 
their own eyes the many delightful and charming places and old-world towns in 
the counties of England, with which in their fathers’ time they would have only 
been acquainted through the medium of book and picture post card. : 

In these days of political and economic unrest, when events move so rapidly 
that the ordinary man is left wondering what will happen next, it requires a great 
deal of thought before a new venture is undertaken. | 

However, very few will deny that England is still a charming place in which to" 
live ; where the people are kindly, and officialdom does not intrude itself to an. 
unbearable extent, and secure bulwarks have been erected against any very rapid: 
change. Dangers, we may have to face, but men of foresight to-day are thinking 
of the best way they can protect their homes and families without sacrifi ce or 
inconvenience. i 

‘Whether you are thinking of retiring, or are still.in the. hurly-burly. of wrk or 
business, High. Wycombe in the beautiful Chiltern Hills (only 40 minutes front 
Paddington or Marylebone) offers the discerning buyer the opportunity of anew 
house in charming surroundings, with ope, cinemas and theatres in the near 
vicinity. 

On the other hand, Bourne End in the Thames Valley offers people who so 
desire, the opportunity of exploring our lovely River Thames. 

Messrs. BRYCE BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD., of Kelvin Works, 
Hackbridge, Surrey (Tel. No. Wallington 2601) would be very pleased to write 
giving full particulars, including our special terms, to anyone interested. Do not 
think that this proposition is only of interest to the man of ample means. Houses 
are offered on selected sites from £650. 

To those to whom it is necessary to live nearer London, Eastcote, Middlesex, 
may be the solution, where well-built houses in the best part of the town are 
offered from £895. 


EVEN A SWAN WOULD BE 
COMFORTABLE IN A 


“VAN HEUSEN" 


Reg d leeds had 


Paaraen sy JOHN WADDINGTON LTD, Lonvon, N.16 ano Pusweneo sy 
STILWELL DARRY &@ Co..Lro.. Apvertrieine Conrtracrons. 17-19, Cocusrur St.. Lonvcon. S.W-! 


MANOR PLACE BATHS 


Walworth, S.E.17 oes 5 mins. from Elephant & Castle 
W. &R. present THE 


RASTER PARADE 
BALL 


i Oe APRIL 8th, watt 


FREE RAFFLE FOR A SUPERB EASTER EGG 


— eS HS HH 
‘SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT OF 


roe 
‘DON SMITH “©: RHYTHM BOYS i 


THE BAND THAT IS DIFFERENT 


OPEN FOXTROT COMPETITION 
HANDSOME PRIZES 


\ Mc. - - WALLY ALSTON | Running Buffet 
FUN COMMENCES Aig $10 BALCONY TO VIEW 


6d. 


NO REDUCED PRICES By agreement ¥ w ‘ith Seuth London Dancers Association. 
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 Jotr-alt your Dancing Friends at tHe~~: 
“RASTER PARADE” ‘BALL 


it's holiday time again my’ 


MANOR PLAGE his On ‘SMIT 


BATHS, S.E.17 4 And ladies, take note too. 4 
| If you want @ good one; full of ' atti $ | 

. Joys “tot 
OPEN FOXTROT Here’s my advice. to you, 


: FREE DRAW 
— 4 When day is over.and your | Slay et aa 


work is done, 
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Sound Equipment . ‘4 
| Running Buffet ~ 


Special Attractions just look around for a spot of 


fun, 
You won't look far, your fun’s 


Saturday 2) Saturday : | 
April 8th "EASTER: PARADE. April 8th 2 


FUN COMMENCES =§=—S§ ADMISSION =§-s«s * “ BALCONY TO VIEW =—™ | 

7:30  =§=.:1/6 60, ‘ 

NO REDUCTIONS ia 

BEADIE PRESS, 51 Webber Row, SouthWark, SEA Wat,6339  . . 
’ . ‘ ‘ 2 ‘ ) es 
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arrived at 8-30 and the hi ( e) to to speek to Mr. SAK 
i Cashicr said that ; Fig too : ey gg again asked for him 
6 cashier siaid that “etn B. @ commitee meeting. A.H. then 
told him that he had an appoi e(the eashier) sent a youth, who 
had been in the office to fetch B.S. who came a few mOnutes later. 
B.S. was mgr 30, Sdaht hair and w (natural), moustache, pin- 
‘striped suit, white shirt, black and white tie, about 5! 6" and 
a carnation in his buttonhole. A.H. introduced Ob te B.S. Afd/ who took 
si into the dance hall and introduced Ob to one of the M.C.s with " This 
man is ge aha | for that chap who was at the commitee meeting, 
re ow Mass Obserwatioh " Shook hands with M.C. who 1s&id " Have a 
hoe" time, make yourself at home " Another M.C. was there but OD was 
not introduced to him. B.S. gave first M.C., A.H.s card and he said. 
to Ob " Can I have this @ " Ob told him he c ould. B.S, had taken Ob's 


i and hat and put them in the office before coming in to the dance 
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OTe mez | Lia’ 
, Pd f 
? 4) te 
le ee o> : 
r 1 | 
va RAMA ‘i 
f, 


wy he NX. 


: V4t~<e ) We pe | 


> 

~ 

Qn 

~ f 
K 
. 
~ 


alia AN mann BeF area up | 


‘ . Pe et a 
: wa ; 


: Fi Me ‘ Ro tes no ft , x : oY ele te Die “ : ai 4 
ee " f, 4 ae ; 1 ink q a s 4 0, eh 7 vA ws : P < 
OY S's Naa 2 he i > rh fh Bs 3A . i tw Pay Se a ig a! ow “4 ? eh he aoe 
; "7 " ‘ J " ee Ae Pe, aaa) ; } - : ys ; : * 


a! heid WY many Mh 3 : yo aa eo “Bee aM eaiel Fi tal % 4 1a es : - * ms i 
NN ee ee ee ek i i Sek || li : : nots . * RE Maen oe ae Ci I a i ae 


ere 
+ 4 


eo es en 
z 


(Re 


>< | 


Manor Place Baths DANCES AND TIMES S.S. 1/4/39 


Rand = VICTOR SILVEsTmR 


Lt 


8-35 to 8-45 + Quick-step. 2 Encores. 
L34 tae Pee Slow foxtrot, Excuse me 2 Encores. 


[%O to 9-7 Tangs Quick step ce Hncores. 
9-10 to Yea Waltz 2 Eneores 


9-22 to 9-50 Tango, at encore, Rumba. 
9-31 to 9-40 Quick-step Excuse Me < S&ncorese 
9-43 to V5 Valtz 2 Eneores. 


— a - » - oy | 
Je LO 1o-15 , Ln terval 


10-15 to 10-23 Waltz. 2 Encores. C4 
LO=-25 to 10=3" | SlLow- foxtrot <2 Encores. 

10-40 to 10-47 Quick-step iL imeore 

LO=50 to 10-55 Lambeth Walk. 1 Encore. 

LO0-57 to 11-7 oLlow foxtrot e@ kncores | 
11-10 to ll-17 Waltz = guickstep - Chesnut Tree. 

Ll=20 to ll-28 Last Waltz. | 


11-28 to 11-30 Lambeth Walk. 


( 6) 


x 20 


Ob went in the Gents W.C. and noticed that there was no lowk or catch 

1mon the doors and there. was no toilet papef in. Ob went out of the dance 
hall and was given a pass-out, two men being at the door giving them out 
Ob went tip to the balcony where there were two men there, one about 20 
and the ether about 50. The younger one looked at Obs pass-out and said 
" All=-right ". At the entrance side of the balcony a couple(two Girls) 
were dancing on the raised part of the balcony and tow couples were 
dancing on theiZ opposite side , on the balcony, one couple man and 

_ women and the other, two girls. The olde: man at the door went up to the 

dancing couple at entrance side and told them to stop dancing which they 

did, he then went across to the other couples and stopped them. Ob 
to the younger‘one :-) 


Manor Place Baths SeSe 1/4/39 


" How much is it on the balcony " 
ee ee 
YeM. " 1/-" 
Ob. " There seems a lot herg, do you usually get a lot here ? " 
| Y.M. " Most of them have come here to see the band " 
Ob. ' Yes, thet seem very péular " 
Y.M. " Oh, they are, they broadcast,you know ". 
YM. " Have you been here before ". 
Ca." Hos * 


Ob went downstairs and danced, the dance being a qtiickstep and the 
following conversation took place. Dance was also an excuse Mé€e 


| Ob. " Rather crushy, is'nt it ? " 

Ga.” | : "i tai h this is the 

, PERax VEE FT inv 078 a8" 8 than usual,"I think,although this is 

Ob. "What did you come for then ? " 

G. " Dont really kjow, perhaps it was the band , have you been before ?" 
Ob. " NOe on t 


Ob. could not contiue conversation as he was excusec. Ob excused another 
man bub Ob again was excused and for another two timese? 7X#é Ab 9-40 

a waltz was announced and at the first encore it was announcec that it 
was the interval waltz. Interval commenced at 9-55, M6. saying that it 
was a 15 minute interval but the dancing did not start again while 
10-15, Ob had the waltz after the interval witha girl and said 


" Rather crushy " 


Ge " Yes", : 
Ob. " Is it allways like this ? " 


= 


Matior Place Baths (cont) S.S. 1/4/39 
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Ge " No, it is because Victer Silvester is here " 
ee. " Do you come regularily ? " 
Ge " First time at this place " 
Ob. " Have you been at thes promoters dances before ? " 
Ge " Yes, they¥ are vert good ". 
There were three notices behind the refreshment counter which read :- 


Manor Place Baths. 
Wandsworth Rd. 


GRAND VARIETY SHOW by DOREENS TINY TOTS and JUVENILES 
on FRIDAY 7 APRIL 14 the 


LEN ASHWORTH and his BAND. 
and next to it 


MANOR PLACE BATHS 
Wandsworth Rd. 


Saturday April lst. 
C.W.U. Present 
THE RADIO BALL on Saturday April lst. 
4. hours dancing to the one and only VICTOR SILVESTER and his 
BROADCASTING ORCHESTRA. 
( HEar them broadcast on March 17th. 9-30 to 10-O peme) 
DANCING FROM 2-30 = DOORS OPNEN 7-0 


Fully licenced bar (applied for) by the DUKE OF CLARENCE, MANOR PLACE. 


Next to that was a wrestligg notice . 
Ob had the next dance with a girl in a light blue dress and said 
G08. " What a crowd " 
Ob. " Yes, there are. Are there ugaualy as many ? " 


Ge " I dont know it is the first time here , I have'nt been dancing 
long as you may guess " 


Ob. " Did you come to hear the band ? " 


aS lle i. TAS aL PRTG aa ie Te Ty ESERIES RE SH eS 


BS 


Ls 


C4 $ 
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Menor Place Baths. Sede 1/4/39 6 
Ge * Yes I suppose so, so have a lot I think ". 


xX 206 


BS Ob went in thé bar at 10-30 and counted 95 people, Ob was at the 
counter and a youhh next to Him said to a youth behind him " No keep 
it, put it away " and laughed as youth offered him money. Another man 
near Ob was ordering drinks " Whisky, sherry, one light and one brownf7", 
to attendant and to friend " Sherry is more, eh ?", friend nodded and 
the rirst man paid, the bill being 3/2. As the attendant was serving 7Z 
lady next to Ob he said " You want 6d dont you ?, just a minute " 
Attendant then served someone else and then somebody after that . The 
woman who was waiting for her change, chatted to her friend, waiting 
for her change. After a few minutes she sadd to the attendant "Did you 
get some change ? " , A attendant pondered and said " Oh, its you that 
wnts 6d is'nt it ? " , woman said " Yes ". Attendant then apologisec 
to her and said " No change, no glasses ( empty glasses had just been 
swilled in a bucket of what was once water but was now stained a dark 
brown ) we are in a bit of a mess ". Woman walked away and attendant 
took his jacket off and put corks on empty bottles. In a corner of the 
bar, two women were leaning against the wall and three men were sat 
round them. All looked slightly drunk. Ob went in té the dance hall 
and noticed a man at the refreshment counter who had his arm round a 
womanee During the plaging of the Lambeth Walk the band played 3 mins. 
at the ordinary tempo and then.played it fast, then slow, fast agaig, 
slow, then ahen slow with the beats pronounced, fast again and then the 
band stopped for a about a couple of bars, played fast again and stopped 
arain, at the pause about 20 dancers formed a ring in the middle of the 
floor and danced round hand in hand, the band played a couple more bars 
and finished playing, the MC calling out " Clear the floor, please " 

Ls Couples had been trukking in the Lambeth Walk. After the L.W. Ob went 
to the refreshment ceunter and at the. beginning of the next dance (slow 
foxtrot) two men were dancing in a spac8 between the counter and the 
crowd atood on the edge of the dance floor. Ome man was showing theZ 
other how to do the dance. Two women in fur coats were also dancing in Z 
this spacee In a corner at the end of the refreshment counter,were 
3 girls an @one man , laughing and pushing one another about, the girls 
being drunk and the man playing up to them. Strewn about on the floor 

| were leaflets advertising a dance in the distict on Easter Monday. 

Round the floor, on the seats were at least 6 couples embracing one 

another. At 

At 11-0 there were 120 peophe on the balcony. 

Ob had the dance then, which was a quick-step and 


| 

| 

| “*8ob. " A lot here tonight " 
te © Yea 


"Are there allways a lot ? " 


felt dont really know, I have only been here twice before ". 


Ob. " Do you like them ? " ~_ 
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Ge " Yes, they are very popular dances, although I thOnk the band is 
the attuction to-night", 


Gb." Thev seem to put on some good dnees " 

oe” ree. "4 

Ob. " What do you think of the organisation of them ? " 

Ge " Not dad ". 

GY Will you excuse me after this? I want to get my coat 7 " 
Ob. " Yes, of course ",. 

Girl left the floor after the first interval 


At 11-20, Victor Silvester said " Before we play the Lambeth Walk 
to finish, I want to thank you one and all and say how much we h ave 
enjoyec playing toe I hope to be along again sonn but I shall be 

Lg broadeastanme fot the B.B.C. three times next month. Next Wednesday 
I shall be near heme, at Clapham baths, I may see one or two of you 
there ".Applause for 10 secs. MC. then announcec " Last waltz please" 
Ob had the dance with a #gZx¥Z woman about 30, black dress,evenigg. 


Ob. " Rather crushy ? " 

a... See 

Ob. " Is it allways as crushy ? " 

Ge " No, rarely on these dances, I think the band is the attraction ". 
ODe " They are popular, are'nt they ? " 

Ge " Yes I think so ", 

Ob. " Have you been before ? " 

Ge " Yes, I come here regularily ". 


After the dance there was #erush at both the cloak rooms and particularg 
at the ladies cloak room. %bs coat was in the office and he asked 

one of the M.C.s for it and he daid that B.S. had the key and that he 
was in the ladies cloak room helping to give the coats oute At 11-40 

a girl fainted and was carried into a passage near the bar, A woman 

said in the passage " Where's John " and her friend said " Oh, he will 
be with the girls ". Ob went inthe dance hall aad 9 persons were 

on the stage round V.Silvester getting his autograph and Ob went up 

and got an autograph also :- 
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At 11-45 another girl fainted owing to queing in the passage waiting 
for her coate Ob was told he could'nt have coat until B.S. came outé 
the ladies cloak room. At 12-0 there were still about 100 girld waiting 
in the passage. A girl was carried into adjoining passage hysterics 
\h 12, and Ob went in to give assistance, holding her legs down while two 
other men gave her water and patted her face. She did not appear to 
come round and would start struggling and screaming, probably owing to 
fact that she had been ‘messed'about earlier in the evening and the 
presence of the men only made her more #¢@7¥/7¢éf7¢d terrified. A woman 
came up and started to beat her face and saying " STOP it now, you are 
allright " After a little more treatment of this kind she began to 
calm down and then she was assisted to her feet and WaKéd walked out 
only to be replaced by another girl who had fainted. Ob helped to 
attend her, giving her water and rubbing her hands and arms. A man 
who was assisting said to Ob " Is this your girl ? " Ob replied in the 
negative and then two young men came in and escorted her out, putting 
@ coat roumd her. A woman near said " They are a bit quisy, thats the 
trouble and it is very warm in that passage " At 12-15 there were still 
about 20 girle waiting and at 12-25 ob went in the ladies cel. and 
BeSe was saying " WU0's is this hat ? ", holding a hat up. B.S. then 
came out and could not find the key saying MAv that George had it. 
An attendant then producec a key and B.S. said on giving coat to Ob 
" Women soon get exited at thes dances ". Ob left at 12-30, one hour 
after the dance had finishec, 
Ob. later learned that there had been 560 patrons at the dance and thaa 
at 10-0, thay had to call ZA a police van to turn the cwowd back, as 
the hall was at atSull capacity. 
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HAMMERS AAITH 
_ PALAIS DE DANSE 


__ JARI 


BRIDGER BROS,, 


Licensed Caterers 


BEERS 


Per Glass . 
Watney’s Pale Ale ie 4 


Watney’s Brown Ale ... 


Bass 
Worthington 
Guinness ... 
Lager 

CYDER 
Cw ka pes ee i Ge i: 6d. 

WINES 
Port, Best Quality Red and White ... io 
Sherry, Best Quality Pale or Brown... on 

SPIRITS 
Per Nip 

Whisky, Proprietary Brands — 
Gin oy oe ea he ‘ies cae 
Orange Gin ee ry | sie Soa. 
Lemon Gin oe ae Ba me ia Ja 
Rum ack a we oan oT o> $00. 
Brandy... ee oi ak ae ae 1/3 
Gin and Peppermint _... ‘i i es 1/- 
Gin and Vermouth (French or Italian) de 1/- 


Gin and Lime ... ao Ze ge he 1/- 


COCKTAILS 


- Bronx 

Dry Martini 
Manhattan 
Green Goddess 
Egg Flip 
White Lady 


LIQUEURS 


Advocaat (Warninck) ... 
Benedictine (D.O.M.) ... 
Cherry Brandy 
Cointreau ..-. 

Curacao 
Creme-de-Menthe 
Kummel (Bols) -.. 


Moussec ... 


MINERALS 


Various 
Splits 
Babies 


Per Glass 
1/- 
1/- 
1/- 
1/- 
1/- 
1/- 


Per Glass 
1/6 


1/6 
1/6 
1/6 
1/6 
1/6 
1/6 
1/6 


6d. 
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7.30 p.m - t1 p.m Adm. 


IURSDAY, 8th AUGUST 
SPITFIRE NIGHT 
Licence applied for. 


Adm. 


FRIDAY, 9th AUGUST 


Memonstraticn Night 


Timothy Palmer and Sheila Brooks 


Sr " IMDIOC iy fu 


Open Ouickstep Comp. 


2/6 


TURDAY, 10th AUGUST 


LICENCE APPLIED FOR 
BSBpo.m - 12midnight Adm. 2/6 


SUNDAY, IIth AUGUST 
SUNDAY CLUE 
3 & BSp.m.!] Members 1/6. Guests 2/- 


2312 


RIVERSIDE 


> | SPrMN & 


BY RAILWAY : 
DISTRICT, PICCADILLY and METRO. LINES 


(STATIONS | MINUTE WALK) 


BY ‘BUS: 
scnvine 9 14, 2f@, 30, 72. 79: 91.-and. 297 


(ALL NIGHT SERVICE) 


BY TROLLEY ‘BUS: 
SERVICES 626, 628, 630, 655, 660, 666 and 667 


BY CAR: 
HAMMERSMITH PALAIS CAR PARK OPPOSITE 


HAMMERSMITH PALAIS ve DANSE 
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Railway Men's Institute, Whitecliff Road. 
Red Lion Hotel, Coulsdon. 

St.Stephen's Halli, Thornton Heath. 
Railway Hall, Purley Rde 


CROYDON . 
Davis Theatre, High St. (Tea Dances) 
Winter Gardens (Public Baths) Scarbrook Rd. 
Lett School of Dancing, Chatworth Hall, Chatworth RD. Balham 
(Hall hired out) 
Greyhound Hotel, High St.(Hall hired out) 
Cafe Royal, Croydon. 
Palais de Danse, Thornton Heath. 
Caterham Valley Central School. 
Soper Memorial Hall, Caterham, 
Zeeta Ballroom, I9 George Ste, Croydon 
Croydon School of Daneing, Cueen's Hall, 5.Croydon 
Drill Hall Miteham Rd. (Royal Snginsers privete dances) « 
Norbury Hotel. 
St. Chad's, S.jJorwood 
Ste Janes Mall, Croydon 
New Glade Pavilion, Chaftrinch Ave. 
Kennard's Stores, London Rd, (Tea Dances) 
? Whitesiece School of Dandi ng, 89° Yeliesley Rd. 
? Free Christian Hall, “ellegley Hd, 


Norbury. 
Grandison Hall, LOndon Nde 
St Steven's Fall, VYinterbdon °D. Thormton “Neath 
Stanley Hall S. “Norwood Hill 
Unique Dance Nall, Addiscombe kde 


Streathan. 
Streatham Baths, Streatham High Rd. 
x i... Agtt-- go, LS |B 1 

Babington Rooms, Mitcham Lane 
Brotherhood, W.eNorwood. 
Prentice Hall, Streatham High St. 
Farnham Hali, Yarnham Rd, 
? School of Dancing, Polworth Rd.(“unctior of Rutford Rd) 
o<Giaphanaths + 
7? Nina Masons, 280 Balham High RdeSeWel’” 
7? Macdonalds Classes, 7I Balham High Rde 
Heather's Loughborough Hotel, Loughborough Rd. Brixton (Brixton 


6062). 
? Mme Hadley's, 250 Hi h St. Streatham — 
Gwynne School I7 St. Nicholas Rd. S.W.I7 
Jerome, IO Tie abwenes Clapham, So¥*4 
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NAMES OF HALLS GOT FROM POLIC®’ STNS. Ae Clelbedd 


><] 
c~ 


| Blackheath Rd. Police Stn. 


: Names of those given here which are not ticked off on L.C.C. list. 


— Ow 


Laurie Grove Baths. Laurie Grove. (Regular weekly dances here) 


| op marie 
Pines Restaurant, Lewisham High Rd. (Regular dances) 


Hall on top floor of Burton's store, Church St., Greenwich, 
Ste Peter's Hall, Creek Rd. 


; ee B “Sees 
/ Chureh Halli Blackheath. [ ps » Foe I~) 


Barracks, Wooowich (Private military dances only) 


Sf Cribb seLh Creat holy 


Lee Stn. 


‘ / Chiesman's Lewisham. 
Hall at. Junction of Eltham Nd. and Weagell Rd. 
Lochaber Hall. (No address given) 


/ Burton's Lewisham. 


a i wceil tens 
RN 


: Drill Hall, Footscray Rd. 

King's Biscuit Factory (Weren't sure about this). 
Napier House, Baring Rd. 

LeC.C. School Marvels. Lane. 


Sidcup. 
Parish Hajl 


Territorial Barracks ¢Private dances) 


Hatherlee Rd. Hall 


Tdeal Home Club. 


British Legion Oxford Rd. 


: o 
Sidcup Workers! Club. 
Footscraig Drill Hall, Rectory Lane. 
tT + a. 
Kolster Brandes V rks, Maidstone Rd, 
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; Danee Halls, Z 
Camberwell. Nw 

Express » 43 High St. Peckham 
prs Dairy Hall, Peckham Rd. (7) I. 
Norfolk House Conservative Club, Queen's Rd. me 
Co-op Hall, Rye Lane. 
Cheltenham iiiseion, Nunhead Lane. (Just pait bus garam. See map) . Se 
Camberwell Baths, “tnureh 5 Ste ; 
Dulwich Baths, Goose Green, E.dulwich Rd. (2 Halls) Se 
Dulwich Constitutional Club. (Just off Lordship lane) a 


Bradfield Mission, Southampton aX. (onee Commercial Way) (Attached to % 
Rel “®@ church) Oe 


St. Giles Parish Hall, (Just off Pewkham Rd) Re 


Old Kent Rd. Baths. 
, Hanover: Conservative “yg OR Lane (Hanover Park)(Own dances) 


Elm Grove Liberal Club, 5 ly — cances) Se 
British Legion, 1 Club) Zin Rd, Beekham . 
LO. 


Extra places given m by Stam. 


Ste » Brockley (See bus mp) | 77 
Laurie Grove Baths.Just before New Cross Sete. (Deptfard) 


Express, 335 New Cross Rd. 
Hatcham. tg gem Club, Queen's Rd. (Just fore New Cross Gate) 


Oddfellows Ciub, Woolwich. TS e 
Downham Tavern, Downham Estate, Grove Park, Downham Way 

Estate fesaen door to Bckli * stn) T4. 
Kenmnington.(Junction of K Rd and n Pk Rd) 

A Near The Plough, Clapham ) St Alfonso's Rd. 16. 

(Location unknown) ; 

34 St Mary's Rd ®eckham (Lessons. George Holden Joyce Harrison) 16. 

LZ 

NeB, in Camberwell and Peckham Times of 27.1.39 no dance place either | :.. 

: | 19. 


advertised or mentioned. 
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CANBERWELL. DANCE HALLS 


Numbers are references to numbers on the map. 


Py 54 xp ty Te rf {i TT4 CS + izly ar 194 PH med 
Le uxpress Dairy "Central Hall", 43 High St, Peckham. (Just W of Melon 


- —_— = a T “* 7 A. p ' 
Ge Camden Church Hall, Peckham Rd. (Nert to Art School) 


aT > TY << a - 4 +. " o i ea — . : : 
Se Norfolk House Conservative Club. I88 Queen's Rd (Just past Lausanne 
A -~ leh am . 7 ~ a . a, ys > rr, T ~ of. “+ a =~ m “7 a" 
Ze Peckham |] avilion, rPecknam Rade (N 2xt to Fire Station) 
—_— . a Ds | ._* _ TT oo» ~ 
Oe ot Giles Parish Chureh H3ll, Benhill Rd 


or Camberwell Baths, Artichoke Place, Camberwell Green. 

7e, Old Kent Rd. Baths, Old Kent Rd. 

8. Camberwell Conservative Club, Peckham Rd (Corner of Vestry fd) 

9. British Legion, Talfourd Rd, Peckham Rd. (Nea ly opp. Talfourd Pl.) 
IO. Hanover Conservative Club, Sywe-Bene Hanover Pk., Rye Lane. 

Ile lm Grove Liberal Club, Elm Grove, Rye Lane. 


-I2. Co-operative Hall, Rye Lane. 


| I3. Dulwich Baths, Zast Dulwich Rd. (Goose Gresan)(2 Halls) 

T4.. Dulwich Constitional Club, Sast Dulwich Grove (Opp. Elsie Rd) 
I5. Dog Kennel Hill School, Dog Kennel Hill (Corner Grove Hill R 
Ié. Bradfield Mission, Southampton Way, 


I7.? St. Anthony's School, of Lordship Lane. (Not located so far) 
TS. Cheltenham Mission all, Banstead Street, Nunhead Lane. 
19. Longfield Hall, Knatchbull Rd, Camberwell. 
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‘East ma Danee Halls. ae ae 
Those jactually classified as dance halls in the official list of licenses. 


(numby re are those in the official list). ” 
608. Devonshire Club. Brenthouse Rd., Mare Strveet E.9 (Mrs.Annie Goldstein 
609 Grand Palais, I27-I39 Commercial Rd E.I Moses Montefiore Gai inski : 
II Imperial Ballrooms. 3I Rhondda Grove Stepney EZ Mrs Rose Goldman ~ 
2 La Boheme Ball Rooms 562 Mile End 24 E3 Mrs Rose Goldmm 
L 


Places which possibly have dancing. — 


Hotels, Restaurants Public Houses. Wy 
83 


Adam and Eve public house I55 Homerton Rd E 9 Augustus Albert Foster 

436 East India Dock Tavern 293 E. India Dock Rd E I4 (Darby & Joan Ltd) 

5I2 Middleton Arms Public House I23 Queen's Rd Dalston( Douglas fol ‘ns 
Nai 

580 Three Crowms Tavern, I High St N. Woolwich E I6 London & Suburban 

Catering Coe 


ij 


— 


uD ROOMS » Exhibitions etc. 0 


657 sley Hall, Powis Rd Bow E.Z Miss Verona Doris sesyter Lester 
67I Regina Sallrooms, Adler St Commercial Rd E.I. Joseph Solomon 


Church and Mission Halls, 


All Saints Institute Newby Place, Poplar, E.I4 R.E.J.Appleton | N 
Aspland Hall, Chatham Place, Hackney, E.9 W.Powell Norton 
St Augustine's Parish Hall, Yorkton St Hackney Rd E.2 Rev H.A.Wilson 
Bromley Public Hall, Bow Rd E.3 Poplar Metrop, Boro Counc il g 
Hackney Town Hall, Mare St E.8 Hackney Metrop. Borough Council 
Limehouse Town Hail, Commercial Rd. E.I Stepney Metrop. Bo h Council P 
People's Palace, 325 Mile End Rd. E.I. Thomas Moffat Fitzgerald. 
Poplar Public Hall, Newby Place, Poplar E.4 Poplar Metrop Borough Cnl. 


ig -f«~F- a 
et Ropes nV ULE 


pee a eee 


Also 
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a Note to above. Name following district mumber ig that of the licensee. 


Poplar Town Hall, Bow Rd Ee3 Poplar Metrop Borough Council 
St George's To@n Hall, 240-242 Cable St Stepmey Stepney Metrop B.C. C 
St John's National School Peel Grove, Bethnal Green E.2 Kenneth Cooper 


Keymer. 
Bethnal Green Public Baths, Old Ford Rd E.2 Bethnal Sreen 
Bow Baths Hall, Roman Rd E.3 Poplar 
Hackney Public Baths, Lower Clapton Rd E.5 Hackney 
Ish.nd Baths, Glengall Grove, Millwall, E.I4 Poplar 
Mile End Municipal Baths, Stayners Rd and Mile End Rd E.I. Stepney 
Ae Fed Baths, East India Dock Rd Poplar E.I4 Poplar 
Whitechapel Public Baths, Goulston St Aldgate, E.I. Stepney. 


s0ssibly 

fethodist Central Hall, Mare St Hackney E.8 Rev James Wm. Sawyer 
(only Music and Cinema license but similar hall in |. 
eo Slag ditto has occasional dances on specia | 
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Population Figuyes for Areas to be surveyed for Dancing. (I93I Census) 


ar Area (Acres) Men. Women, Total 


Can: berwell. 45480 18,62 132, 667 aol, 294 


Deptford. T,564 , 51,577 55,314 106,891 
I 


Lewisham. ¢ 015 101,773 118,180 219,953 


Wandsworth. 


a 
Totals 22,166 431, 69 499555 931,238 


Ra tinnted Resident Population. 

1934. 1935 « I93 6. 
Camberwell. 238,36 234,440 229,300 
Deptford. TOI,380 3 99,500 98,900 
Lewisham. OS" erg bas 2aod OOO cat y OOO 


Wandsworth. 345 9 ZO 343 y BOO 34S 9 OOO 


ati FN a ire. saa a Syre ‘ eee 
4 | Persons Married per I000 of the Population. 
. Ea 1934. 1935. 
Camberwell. 188 20.0 
° « 
a ; 2. 90 
) Deptford. 19.0 I8S- ve 
ws 4 
~| Waidsworth. 18.4 8.4 
a 
2; 
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C”-CINEMA EXTERIORS A.H. (9.1.39 
Observor went to Leicester Square to get an idea of how the cinema presents 
itself to the public. Although the results have been charted they really 
fail to give a complete idea of the piicture. Not charted yet is the ex- 
terior of the Cafe Anglais which however in this square of cinemas forms 
an interesting contrast in presentation. Situatec as it is almost next 
door to bhe new Odeon this high class rendezvous has perhaps not quite 
a fair chance to show its attractive qualities to the public, but one 
cannot escape from the fac$ that it is the function of the exterior to 
draw attention to the place as a centre of amusement, and the close prox=-— 
imity of a rival attraction should serve to bring out the value of the 
form of décoration used. In the case of Cafe Anglais this is far from 
being the casee The building appears to be old, but this in itself is no 
reason for it having necessarily to be inconspicous, as is well seen in th 
case of both the Empire and Leicester Square Theatres in the same square. 
Both are old, but imaginative and lavish use of modern lighting serves to 
conceal tne fact and makes the respective buildings quite as catching to 
the eye as their modern rivals. 
As an instance of modern style the Odeon is quite striking and quite out 
of the ordinary run of buildings. Here we may briefly note only the main 
features which do not receive due justice in a mere table. The building 
is faced with black tiles - the Otservor has not seen a similar building 
elsewhere - and in consequence it forms a striking sight against the 
usual light coloured stone buildingz which surround it. At night the 
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effect is equally impressive for the whole building is swallowed up in 


the dark and only an impression of hits shape is conveyed by the neon (blue 
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he building is built on an anguler sevére modern design, and has majesty 
lent it by the striking tower, about I20 ft. high. The usual Odeon 

feature of a running lettering sign in the canopy to advertise the picture 
is used. The building is severe and fairly simple in design and seems to 
have been designed to impress as a wholeshapely mass. 
Brief notes may be added of the other cinemas in the square. 


The Monseigneur News Theatre is a good example of how brilliant lighting 


can render a small place conspicous. The whole of the facia is covered in nj 


neon lights, the word News being a flashing si 
The Ritz is a similar instance of how a small place may be rendered con- 
picous, but here the medium is as much architectural as lighting. The 

lig 


thting ids brilliant however and despite the presence of the smpire om 
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one side and the very long Dolcis window on the other the Ritz does contriy® 
to make its presence.known. 

The Empire is a good instance of the presentation of an old building to 
compete with modern ones b the use of extensive lighting. By arranging 
neon. lights on a frame, along with I2 Yt. letters to announce the name of 
the film a recess in the facia is almost completely concealed and one gets | 
the impression of a flat faced facia of the modern type. The very brilliancg 
of the lighting takes the eye off the old architectural features of the 
building. 

Similarly with the Leicester Square Theatre. Here the lighting display id 
even more elaborate and is a combination of bulb and neon, a fountain effecks 
being secured by the flashing bulb lights. 

The Observor gainec the impression that both these theatres and the Cafe 


Anglais were roughly.the same age, yet no doubt could remain as to the 
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fact ‘that the two theatres presented a far more brill 


eye at nightime. In daylight the greater size of the 


some measure an advantage to them. 


This survey served to impress still mofe on 


dance halls do not 


ae 


make by al y means 


external decoration. Perhaps the answer ig finance but at all events 
Heiman has realised the possibilities of lighting as a means of attr 


ce 


as especially seen in the case of the small frontage 


where the neon dtiisplay is very effective. It remains 


brings the public to dance halls, but one can't help 
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‘Porm of a table. This was partly due to the fact that t ree of them were 
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An examination of four West End theatres showed the difficulty of making , 


comparisons between them and dance halls on a purely factual basis in the 


old buildings (Vaudeville, Lyceum, an Theatre Royal) and partly because 

in two cases the architecture had nothing in common with that if the 
normal dance hall(Lyceum and Theatre Royal). The Fortune is a modern 
building, howevef, and may be directly compared with the dance halls of 
modern structure like the Locarno. 

The three older theatres were interesting as exemplifying the different 
treatments of old buildings to attract attention in these days of neon and 
bulb lighting. 

The Vaudeville is an instance where sheer brilliance of, illumination is 
not the medium of pubjic display. Above the KAr¢dxi¥ canopy is a balcony 
with three arches facing the road and these have been outlined in blue 
neon. Neon (red and blue) is also used to outline the canopy wh ,lst a V- 
shaped frame projects from the facia bearing the title of the show. The 
effect is one of-restraint and amidst the many brilliantly lit shops and 
places of amusement on the Strand this theatre is notable for its subdued 
lighting. 

The Lyceum is in Wellington street and is an impressive, if now rather @itqjm — 
shabby building, with a tall colonnade supported by G pillars. Here some 
enterprise has been shown in a lavish use of neon,which is used not only > 
to outline the top of the colonnade but also the columns too. It is intere 
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the name of the show and the times of performance. This sign faces the Gar — 
trand, as in the case of the name. In Wellington Stree itself the building ie 


hae a . & ¢ de @ oa = os ~ . , = 2 4. - h 4 ies 
has a total frontage ofS2 yards the colinnade itself being I¢6 yards long. : 


- 


‘TT aul v-F-% im 7) hae a “y Ts > hie ihe a ae, T , 7 yy n> Oo in ,_ 1 ey “7 
iiie Lneatr “ws 4d OY rok § LUI AL a wauhe Ld at! erine stree Ww LS another inst w < ance of 


Oe eae ene *annada tare the a et he pa, ae ue, 

une use Of a colonnade.ere the colonnad: is 28 vards lone in Vatherine iN | 
Tara mara 17 ia lane tT > Oy riya f° o- iTaa | ay + ¢ 1 f4 I] 

gi-s &~ i LiOT cS use ae 1 AVA * O i€@Olle \ Tl VilG 7s iC oe CA As Ws GS aed ci e LOUT AYTTLE LCOLAaL 

f,* —~ (* , oo ~] v 7 TY ‘ lang = 4- M 7 aT 7 - 7 ( rs ans ~~ ‘1 a a on —~ ‘ 

ire faced columms built in the wall and these are faced with neon lines 

~ sou as & 


oe Pea Der NE a! ae Ne Ge iia tii nies 3 ; — Se enw 3. eee ae . , 
and surmounted with neon crowns. ne rooi eage is also outlined with neon, 


. ” ° , ce a> * Rath > 7 off. , 
“| ‘ " a o ‘ ~~ ~ ~ + “, «°4 oo ~ ’ + 8 a  # ~ = ~ t. . - ._« ~ - ¢ Fe oy o + ~ ~~ ‘°S wh ~ 5 co +- - a f o on 
se 0 LAS — ot igi 2OFl Oil DP oe “et > Vw st «te i. * S er 1 * sald Ot 4 lAKeSpeCal vi 4 Cli er YVatbLio a4 


a ~ -~ ge "Le ~ “7 ~ ~ 
Wide WG ope Ot a Ne i a ~~ ~~ «® 
— rr, = “ 4% j ” a | 7 - i. , = - a | = A es x on ee a ~ ~ ~~ << + 
Laid LU. be Ne a = Vv & << eC 16! ~ ato, CHK yehas } sr Le Ja en an tel TOL et ted. LA ~— 7 Od a [Se —_ 
7 > , — nny 7 7 : a rx a 
or -OLOTUMLA 9 Lilt LIC Lv LUE -olumns instea OL vwne Suarec Ones 


in the Catherine St. colonnade. 

ai iraws the attention, but unfort&é@tly its 
situation is such that the best impression cannot be gained. 

In Russell “t. opposite this long ecélonnade is the Fortune, instancing 
modern a chitecture «= opposed to that of a previos eraeThe Keynote of 

its style is. sympli Floomtlightd were placed on the top of the canopy 
but were not lit although the rest of the illumination was on. in conse- 
guence the two vertical neon name signs, one at each side of the facia, 


stood out prominently whilst the brilliant light from the bulbs on the 
underside of the canopy flooded the pavement with light. 

Obdservor's impression so far is that cinemas definitely put themselves 
across best,with theatres and dance halls about equal - possibly the bias 


in favour of theatres. 
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DANCE HALL EXTERIORS A.H. xt & 9.1.39 


How do the dance halls present themselves to the public? Do the buildings 


serve to house other activities apart from dancing? Do they"put themselve: | 


Ld 


= acoss to the public with the same elaborate means as modern cinemas? 
These questions were answerec by an examination of the exteriors of @ of 
the 26 registerec dance halls in the London area. Of tnese 7 were dealt 
with in detail :- 
t The Embassy Rooms, Rushey Green 


N'S 2 The New Cross Palais de Danse 


P23 The Peckham Pavilion’ 


4 Parr's School of Dancing, Walworth Rd. 
LsS$ 5 Locarno, Streatham 

G6 The Lido, Croydon 
XS 7 ‘The Hammersmith Palais de Danse. 


The others were 
Kes 8 Astoria Danse Salon 
Pb 9 Paramount Tottenham Court Rd. 
IO Portman Rooms BakerSB. 
and also the studio of 
Il Miss E. Mathewson, I7 Queensbury Mews. S.'/.7 
The first 7 were tabulated according to bheir Several features. The 
results of this tabulation may be summarised as follows. 
Material. Only one building was solely in brick (The Peckham Pavilion) 
The combination of stone up to the lower wiast line and brick 


above it was used in 3 cases, (I; 5, 6) 


DANCE HALL EXTERIORS AH. YeledO 


Material (Contd) 
2 of the buildings (2,7) were entirely in stone as was the 
facia of 4 which occupied the Ist and 2nd floors of a shop 
in Walworth Rd. 

Other activities in same building. 
5 (1,2,45,5,7) of them included shops. 
I (2) was part of a large cinema building. 


3 (2,6) included cafes. 


IT (I) included a billiard hall, which was the major activity 
of the building. 


The Peckham Pavilion(3) was the only one devoted solely to 


dancing. 
Front alee 

The commonest frontage was 46-60 ft.e(/3,4,5,7) 
Height 

The commonest height 20-30 ft. (1I,3,6,7) 
Faclae 


By this is meant the who#@é@ front face of the building. None 
of the buildings had a completely unbroken facia, 4 (I,4,6,7) | 
had one "waistline", 2(%,5) had two waistlines, and one (2) bs 


had 3 watistlines. 


Windows .e | : 
The number of windows varied from I to 86, the number of rows 


from {I to 3 (2 being the most popular - in 3,4,5,) and the 
most popular arrangement was in 3 vertical groups (2,3,4) 


and in all cases except NoI these were of the faat multi pane 


type. In all cases part of the window was openable and not the 
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Bntrance. 


Canopy e 


Level 


Porch 


Cash Desk. 


Doorse 


All had one entrance only tp the hall(Possibly due to the 


fact that in most cases other activities were hoysed in the Qa 


same building ). 

The entrance width was either very small, i.e. up to 5 ft. 
(2,3,4)3 or very large i.e. 20 -30 ft.(5,7) 

4 of the buildings(3,5,6,7) had a canopy profecting over the 
paveMmente 

5 (2,;3,5,6,7,) were on street level i.e. no steps were 
needed to anter the building from the street. 

46(1I,2,4,5, had.a porch either leading to a foyer beyond 

or directly into a passage to the hall. 

Only 2 (5,6) had thecash desk in the porch. 

All had glass panelled doors, the number varying from 2 to 6. 
All except No3 had the doors arranged in pairs. 

None had curtains on ‘a doors. 

Two (1,3) had overmantels over the doors, (I in metal, 3 in 


ghass). 


Porch lighting. 


L3o 


All except Nos 3,5,7, had the porch lit with bulb lighting in 


the ceiling. 


Canopy underside lighting. 


Only Nod. 5 & 6 had the underside lit, in both cases by rows 
of bulbs. 


Lighting and Display. 


Le 


Nos 5 &7 employed neon only. 
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Lighting and Display (Contd) 
Nos I and 2 employed neon and bulb. 
No 2 also employed floodlight. 
Name of Hall 
Nos I,5,7, had this in neon. 
Decorative Pattern on Facia in Illumination 


~T - ei ciee ~ € AR ~ ~- - ree rt ©) saa G 
No 5 employs a neon pattern background to the name of the hall. 


3 (I,5,7) have "Daneing" L* 
No 2 has "Dance Hall" 

No Vhas time of sessions in neon, and also the name of the band 
his is around the leadine edge of the canopy. 

No 5 has "Catering" and "Variety" 


No T has "Rilliards" 


AT cy mas 
No 2 has "Cinema" 


Oniv No 7 has one. 


Posters Nos 1,2,3,5,6,7 have posters outside on boards. 
No 4 has kettering on the doors and waéndows. 


36. Nos. 2 * 6 have posters on the walls. 


| No 3 has posters on the canopy top. 


wo Locarno, and the Nammersmith Palais have buildings devoted mainly to 


¥\3, dancing. The Peckham Pavilion built in I900 is the only hall of the 


}as the modern Palais de Danse in London the Streatham Locarno and the 


Us Hammersmith Palais are the largest and most elaborately equipped. The 
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General Impressions 

The most noticeable feature about Dance Halls in regard to the way in 
which they present themselves to the public is that usually little 
attempt is made to impress the public by a lavish display of colour 

and lighting. In the case of cinemas it is common to have an impression 
of palacial luxury conveyed by the design and lighting of the exterior. 
In this connection one thinks of such cinemas as those of the Odeon 

Coe or the Astoria. But in the case of Dance Halls this is not so. Of 


" 
the @ halls examined only 3 - the Peckham Pavilion, the Streatham 


B to be devoted solely to dancing. It is an old building and no attempt 
has been made to brighten up the exterior. As the building is the centre 
of the Old Time Dancers Assoc. and as on its Tue and Te. sessions it o. 
attracts a specialised clientele it is presumably of little moment 
whether the exterior is attractive or not. In any case the management 


deliberately restricts clients to friends of members of the Assoc. and 


has no desire to draw the general public with a "flashy" exterior. Of 


former makes a definite attempt to"put itself across" to the public. 
It has a frontage of 46-60 ft.(4 of the 7 have this frontage) the 
actual frontage being 60 ft. The height of the building is 50 ft. fs 
Up to the lower waist (I5ft) the building is of polished stone. 


fi 
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Above this waust the building is in pvrick. The roof is of the normal 
sloping slated type used in private houses. 

The lighting display is designed to attract the eye, and neon is used 
extensively. The facia above the entrance is outlined in a double line 
of green neon . Right across the center of this facia is the name 


Locarno in I2 ft. letters backed by a decorative pattern of neon in the 


je 


form of a lightning flash in pale blue. The letters are on Breen with an 


inner line of red. Alone the 


— 
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top edge of the fagia at the gutter level 
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zg are the words "Dancing", "Catering", "Variety". 


a 


he fmont eanopy is brilliantly illuminated with 6 rows off white bulbs 
the underside. No outkining of the canony is employed. 

The porch is lit entirwly by the glare of the canopy lights, this being 
sufficient to light it very brightly. In the cente of the porch is an 
octagonal shaped cash desk in pale grey and black, with the name Locarno 
in metal letters on th leading edge of the roof. 


The Locarno typifies the best attempt at dance hall presentation, as 


further exemplifted in the Paramount, which is on the same ciruit and mak 


es even more use of neon, having the outline of a couple dancing against 


a neon backgroung of lines. 


In cases where the dance hall is part of a large building - as in the 


Rhagcase of the New Cross Kinema and the Astoria, no attempt is made to 


Nis emphasise the presence of the hall. In the case of the New Cross Palais 


it is quite inconspicous, whilst the Astoria is indicated in neon signs 


of much smaller size than those used to indicate the presence of the 


c inema, 
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When one considers the elaborate display used to advertise the presence 


of such cinemas on the Astoria circtit as that in Streatham one is struck 


The case of the Lido, Croydon is an interesting ong. Here is a hall belong 
ing to the big est dance circuit in the country, situated literally"up 

a back alley". The only indication from the main road(London Rd.) is a 

sien 5 tf x 8ft. with red letters on a white ground. on no 

illumination and the Observor passed the alley twice before locating t 


hall, although he was looking for ite The passage itself is only 5 feet 
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the yosee lighting. As this was lit by the same type of bulb as that in 


W: 


the Locarno (although only 24 bulbs are used here as against well over 
160 at the Lovarno) it is safe to assume that with the restricted area 
imposed by the passage the lighting would be quite adequate. 
But after an examination of these dance hall fronts the Observor is tempted 
to ask 
‘ | i) Whyis no use made in these big halls of such devices as 
a) Moving signs as used in the Odeon Cinemas. As the big 
halle have attractions every week in the form of cabarets 
sift nights etc. there would be plenty of scope for the 
use of such a medium of advertisement. 
b) Animated signs to attract the eye (c.f. the Astoria 
cinemas). 


c) Show windows as usec in the solitary case of the Hammer- 
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These form an attractive way of displaying posters. 


not more attention paid to the lighting of the entrancée 


the ease of the New Cross Palais the re is considerable 


difficulty in picking out the el! aI in view of the well 
illuminated and wide entrance the cinema. Although more 
the Astoria by means of neon signs 


band and the times af sessions, even here the 


r no means conspicouSs. 
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EXTERIOR COUNTS, LEICESTER SQUARE — A.H. Ii.1I.39 


Counts were made outside three buildings - the Cafe Anglais, the Odeon, 
and the Leicester Square Theatre, with the object of seeing how many looked 
at these buildings as they passec. IN order to assure reasonable accuracy 
only those walking in one direction were counted. Any who enterec any of 
the buildings were nét countec as the object was to see how far the outside 
presentation of a building attracts. Whilst naturally some who enter may 
have been attracted to do so by the appearance of the building, but it 

is difficult to keep check of such in a count with only one Observor and 
in conseguence these wrere deliberately omitted. In doing such a count it 
is impossible not to be influenced to some extent by the general impress- 
ion of the results as they begin to shape themselves. Consequently when 

a certain trend made itself apparent any doubtful cases were included on 
the opposite side of the scale, e.g. in the case of the Cafe Anglais it 
guickly became apparent that very few people were attracted by the buildin 
and so any doubtful cases, where it could not be decided whether they 
looked at the building as they passed were included as having done so. 
Three counts are naturally only a beginning and more would have been made 
were it not for the fact that the crowd became too great for counts to be 
made any accuracy at the other cinemas in the square. 

One impression has emerged from these three counts - and naturally it will 
remain to be seen whether it is confirmed - namely that the amount of not# 
ice given by the passers-by is directly related to the brilliance of the 
lighting under the canopy and on street level generally. 

Observor noticed many were interested in the photos displayed outside the 
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two cinemas. There is no reason why the palais should not do likew 
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CAFE ANGLAIS, LEICESTER SQUARE. 
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EXTERIOR COUNTS | A.He ™321e39 
VAUD VILLE i THEATRE y STRAND. 2005 DP ellle ages Gebve 


PASSED MEN ALONE 96 
WOMEN " O65 
MAN/VYOMAN 


2 WOMEN 
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3 AOMEN ae 


TOTAL L169 PERSONS 
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TOTAL YL PERSONS 


PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL \H'0 LOOKER C. 30 ¢ 


I « MEN °" G. 72% 
n " WOMEN " n Cc. 40 & 


J 
my " 4 . . , 
‘ tak ad BS ' . yo gh Ly pa = - 
yt SERBS ehh, Bi. LY hears Nai aatiatiithes coat he a wegen Se 


IVT ITD m MQTTr~Nd 
BXTERRIOR COUNTS 


LYCEUM, WELLINGTON 


PERCENTAG: OF TOTAL 


i! 
if 


STREET. SeLo Pele oe 3 e350 


MEN ALONE 
"ATC NTT © Tf 
IOMEN 


+ \ «@ ’ 

2 WOMEN 

o RN 

BOY ALONE 
TOTAL, 

MAN ALONE 


WOMEN " 
MAN/WOMAN 


cy TLT NT TTT. 
a ’ - '\ 
ae 7 dvi 
cr TF Ty 
lad + ah ¥ 


WOMAN/ BOY 


VYOMAN/ GIRL 


TOTAL 


WHO LOOKED 
t! 


! 


WOMEN  " 1! 


Ce 
Ce 
Ce 


13 6139 


IH 
HOH 


live 


ND 
iS 


persons 


on AY, 


HONMMHW® 


EXTERIOR COUNTS 


DRURY LANE THA 


LOOKis 


PERCENT 


ale os ada et A 


AH. 


TTD Tt,’ ATTILDPTrvAR «em PEP. /\ 
Ng CATHERINE JI. @ 3ede Delile - 3e4/ 


MEN ALONE 
WOMEN " 
BOYS ALONE 
MAN / BOY 


MEN ALONE 
WOMEN " 
MAN/WOMAN 


TOTAL 


TOTAL WHO LOOKED 00 & 


WOMEN " . Co £2/Z/ 
rT) 
Ma? ' " Co48 % 
al alee Ts wails sik 


13.1239 


LO 
23 
3 
I 


17 Persons 


fh 7 CO 


I7 PERSON 


55 % 


EXTERIOR COUNTS 


r-4 


Fé n>) & H 


2 NOMEN 


20 Persons 


MEN ALONE 
WOMEN " 
BOYS ALONE 


TOTS PERSONS 


OF TOTAL WHO LOOK! 


Tre Th 
TaT ow 
it = =6'W OMEN " " 


T os 


xi] 
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For these @unts it was decid d merely to give «tual figures of men and 


women looking at the plaves observed as they passed. In the Observor's 


previous reports groupings had been given but it was impossible to give 
reliable figures for the number in any group wo looked as they passed. 
Usually it was noticed that the complete group looked if dne did, but 

this was not invariable and no useful purpose is served in presenting the 
groupings unless one can also accurately present figures for the mumbers 
who looked in those groups. As this is impossible unless there rey, more 
than one Observor at the one spot or unless the numbers passing are small 
it was decided only to give figures for actual men and women passing. 
Impressions. 

Several impressions gained in the previous counts were in some measure 
confirmed Sy these counts. 

ay One of the primary attractions in the front of cinemas and theatres 

is the photegraphs displayed outside. In the counts of I3.1.39 the Lyceum 
proved a striking instance of this. Here there is a Laehl colonnade I6 
yards long. The underside is lit by 3 electric lamps in frosted glass 
globes and since all the neon lighting with the exception of that down 

the pillars faces away from the colonnade there is not a very brilliant 
light under the colonnade. The entrance has however at least 50 photos 

of the different members of the caste and of scenes in the show and nearly 
all who looked as they passed appeared to be attracted bg them and many 
stopped, to look at them. It will probably yield some interesting results 
merely to concentrate on those who look at these places of entertainment 
and see what it is that attracts them in so far as this can be judged from 
ebservation. This attraction was noticed at all the places bearing photos 
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EXTERIOR COUNTS AeHe 1621.39 


end especially so in the case of the Odeon and other Leicester Square 


picture houses which displayed large coloured photos in show cases out- 
side the cinema. 7d’ One of the commissionaires outside the Leicester 


square Theatre told the Observor tday t at the photos outside the cinema 
est £100. 

b) One probable cause of attraction is a break in the line of a wall, 
caused by a recess or an entry. This tends to impress itself on a passer 
by who has not consciousl looked at the front of a building ag he has 
been passing it. The suuden removal of a background from his eyeline 
causes him to look up. This was noticeable to some slight extent in the 


case of the Odeon which has a passage wag connecting Charing Cross Rd. 
with Leicester Square, 


ec} The actual brilliance of illumination is another Actor tending to 
attract the attention of the passer by to the building, It is noteworthy 
that those with the highest percentage of lookers in the counts done to 
date were all well lit = with the possible exception of the Lyceum where 
very obviousl the photos were the draw. If actual figures for the strength 
of the lighting outside the places could be obtained a useful correlation 
between the actual light volume and the number of lookers might be seen. 
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EXTERIOR COUNTS A.He 1601239 
Weather cold but dry. 
WARNER, CRANBOURNE ST. 2:45 pn —2-30pu. 


(This had not been included in the observations before but since Brian 


(<| 
~J 


Allwood had met the Observor in town and had offered to help with counts . 
Observor thought it would be worth while to let him cover those previously 
covered by LeT. 80 as to get yet a 3rd. view of the situation. The Warner 
was chosen because it is a modern building with a very brightly lit 
canopysRows of lights radiate from the back centre of the canopy in fan 
formation, There are also photos in frames in the front and in the porch o 
of the building. An additional reason for adding this theatre was to see 
if a generalisdhion to the effect that a"wetl lit" building attracts mich 
attention could be borne out by observation, By"well lit" one implies a 
purely subjective coneeption of light based on the Observors personal view 
and since objective material had in some measure borne out this view in 
the case of the other places it was deemed worth while to try a "pot shot" 
at the Warner. Result := 

Total Counted 212 Persons. (I26 men, 86 women) 


NUMBER WHO PASSED MEN 34 Total 65 
WOMEN 3I 


NUMBER WHO LOOKED MEN 92 #£=Togal 147 
WOM'IN 55 


PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL WHO LOOKED 
: tats | MEN MRO RoR 
WOMEN 


69 % 
73 % 
CA % 
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CAFE ANGLAIS, 235 pem. = 2.50 


TOTAL COUNTED 103 Persons 
MEN u 70 
WOMEN +8 33 
MEN WHO LOOKED 17 
WOMEN * 6 5 


PERCENTAGE Of TOTAL WHO LOOKED ¢ 2I % 
8 | LE | MEN tt tt Cc OA % 
" " WOMEN " " e 18 % 


1661439 


CAFE ANGLAIS 345 an 4.0 Pele 


TOTAL COUNTED 62 PERSONS 
MEN " 46 | 
: WOMEN " 16 
MEN WHO LOOKED T4 
WOMEN " i 3 
PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL WHO LOOKED © 27% | 
t rt MEN t? +B Cc LAE 30 % | 
tt « WOMEN " it ec I8 & 
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CAFE ANGLAIS 4.30 > 4.45 poems 


TOTAL COUNTED I39 
NUN 729 


WOMEN 6O 


MEN WHO LOOKED 23 
WOMEN I3 


PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL WHO LOOKED e¢ 26 Z 
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| W CQMIEN c 2I % 
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LEICESTER SQUARE THEATRE 2252 =~ 3e7 Pelle 


TOTAL COUNTED T27 Persons 

MEN i 90 

WOMEN" 37 
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MEN WHO LOOKED 67 

WOMEN " 29 
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LEICESTER SQUARE THEATRE 5654 = 5020 Pelle 


TOTAL COUNTED 
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~ 


* 
et “ \ 
aa 7 


% 
: 
+ - * 2 ; ye are (one > ge oe x wr Le 7s - : k : : } ia ; i Tih ae se" 
L ee 4 . r; + Th" be. e 4 hi Ls ae . 2 a Ps * ‘ " ae | 7. , . 4 = vgn fh - “ul Os ta 04 a ‘, hd o's Pier taki he ee ‘ Ree, ee ky 
wath See A Sh Re 8 8 Vy eee REI Bh STE . : 5 rk Ain Di Ma ts iti Ok Medial eA GY URS abe ated PN Ne RI le ERR Pye SET MRE Ty LEG RAR A Ti Pa ee 
COE Ne FOR a Pe RRR EO Ee rh cca i da 8 CN oe PATTER Cs iia a Th Ck teed PAs BAL ESR Pe) tums ek. Merete: Gy) laa i ube po: by, what oie Fba coor. ive ST ” j TOA ; er, . ee DA gare 


%: f 
i bah. ke - 


aa aR re EE 


BITERIOR COUNTS 


ODEON 3e5e« = 3e2O0 DPM. 


TOTAL COUNTED £MIIY9 
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EXTERIOR CUNTS A.He I6.1,.39 


ODEON 4.20 = 4,45 PeMe 


TOTAL COUNTED S4 Persons 
MEN " 50 
WOMEN te 34 


MEN WHO LOOKED 30 
WOMEN " 1 . OA 


PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL WHO LOOKED e¢ 6&@ % 
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n « WOMEN " " @70% 
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RITZ 4647 = 5e2 Pelle 
TOTAL © UNTED 306 
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TOTAL COUNTED 390 
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MONSEIGNEUR 4e45 = 520 pme 


TOTAL COUNTED 255 
MEN T46 
WOMEN TO9 


Man WHO LOOKED 35 
WOMEN &T 
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TOTAL COUNTED 248 
MEN 6 133 


WOMEN ="? IIs 


MEN WHO LOOKET g2 


WOMEN" x 7L 
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TOTAL COUNTED 198 
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WOMEN  " 83 


men who looked /77°3/ 76 
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EXTERIOR COUNTS 


RITZ 2e45 — 340- Pole 


TOTAL COUNTED 
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four quarter hours the counts were := 


Total counted S4 (3I 
Men who looked I7 (54 
Women " it 27 (50 Z 
Total " ‘ 44 (52 
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Total counted I22 (72 men, 50 women) 
Men who. looked 30 (41 &) 

Women " ‘ 25 (50 o) 
foe." = & 55 (45 &) 
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Total counted 109 (77 


Men who looked 33 (428 $) 
Women " i" 14 (43 & 
Total " it 47 (43 %) 
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Embassy Rooms Rushey Green 2045 = 3ei5 Pelle (Man. Gobet) 


Total Counted TI3I ( 64 men, 67 women) 
Men who looked 22 (29 &) 
Women # '* 24 (28 &) 
Totai * * 46 (33 4) 


Above couhted on same side as hall. For the two quarter hours :- 
| 2e45 ” 320 


Total counted 
Men Who Locked 


Women “ n 
Total ™ " 
30 = 3eL5 
Total counted 66 (32 men, 34 women) 


Women * ne 15 (44 % 


Men whe looked 9 a mn 
Total * =" 24 (36 &) 
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Embassy Rooms 3e2O = 3200 


Opposite side of road to hall 


Total munted T22 (69 men, 53 women) 
Men who looked I6 (23 %) 

Women " 9 II (2I Z 

Total " a? (22 %% 


The ounts for the two quarters were :-= 


3e20 ) 3635 


Totak m unted 7I (39 mn, 32 women) 

Men who looked II (27%) 

Women !" it § (25 &) 

Total " " TI9 (27 &) 

3:30 — Sate 

Total counted 5I (30 men,2I women) 

Men who loked 5 (16 

Women " i" 3 (14 Z | 
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| Wew Cross Palais de Danse, 4.10=@.40 Raining, Cold. 


Nvs Total counted 3I3 (I47 men, I66 women) 


Men who looked 2Z7%/f 28 (I9 $) 
VYomen " - 32 (I9 %) 
Total "  * 6I (I9 %) 


Quarter hour counts :- 


Ae LO ” 4.28 
Total ow unted I6I (69 men, 92 women) 
Men who Looked 16 (23 % 
Women " “ 22 (23 &) 
Total " ™ 38 (23 & 


4.25 = 4.50 
Total counted T6562 (74 men, 78 women) 


: Men who looked r2 ee %} 
Women “"  " TT (14 %) 
Total " " 23 (I5 %) 
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Ceunts -—- Exteriors A.H. 20.1.39 


se ‘ 1} ~_ 
Lecagne - Streatham Hill. 3.45 —- 4 .45 p.m. Very dull with drizzle 


at 4.15 omwards, 


Ls. 


Total counted 278 (78 men, 200 women) 
Men whe looked 59 (75 % 

Wemen " . 127 (63 % 
Tetal " " 186 (66 % 


The counts for the four quarter hours were :- 


3449 =. 4.0 


Total counted 50 (14 men, 36 women) 
Men who looked I0 (7I %) 
Women" * 26(72 #) 
Total " , 36 (72 #) 


4.0 it Seio 


Tetal counted 8I (28 men, 53 women) 
Mien whe leeked 23 (82 %) 


Women "* " 33 (62 #) 
Total " " 56 (69 &) 
4.i5 — 4.40 


Total counted 71 (13 men, 58 women) 
Men whe looked 9 (69 @) 


Wemen * " 30 (51 #) 
Tetal * * 39 (55 &) 
4.30 — 4.45 


Total counted 76 (23 men, 53 women) 
Men Whe looked I7 (74 4) 
Wemen " " 38 (71 #) 
Tetal " HO 55 (72 &) 
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Exterier counts 


A.H. 4 7 20.1.39 


Gaumont Palace, Sreatham Hill, 5.15 — 6.15 p.m. 


Terat Zoantea hg ot tB3 men, 138 women) 


Men who looked 
Women " = 
Tetal " as 


The counts fer the quarter 


5.15 > sa >e29 
Tetal counted 51 


Men whe leeked 12 
Wemen " ° 16 
Tetal " a 28 
D200 > 5245 
Tetal ceunted 45 
Men who looked 4 
Wemen " . 20 
Tetal " . 24 
5245 - 6.0 
Tetal ceunted 4] 
Men whe looked I10 
Wemen " » 17 
Tetal " ” 27 
6.0 - 6.15 


Tetal counted 66 


Men whe leoked [5 
Wemen " " 2% 
Tetal " ad 48 


4I (66 #) 
76 (55 #) 
II7 (58 %) 


heurs were :- 


(I6 men, 35 women) 
(75 %) 
(46 %) 
(56 %) 


(9 men, 34 women) 
(44 %) 
(58 &) 
(56 %) 


(I8 men, 23 women) 
(55 %) 
(74 %) 
(66 #) 


(20 men, 46 women) 
(75 %) 
(50 #) 
(57 #) 
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Gaumont, Lewisham, 2e25 = 3425 Dell. Weather dull, s001. Began to drissilc 
at 3.30 and concinued allafternoon } 


Men. ‘Votal counted7Zweg5I02 . 
Who looked 63 . 


Percentage who loked 62/%//74/%62 & 


Women Total counted /4 
Who looked 


- 233 
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Percentage who looked /@Z%/%'75 % 


TOTAL COUNTED//F7335 
“& WHO LOOKED 238 


PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL WHO LOOKED AAYAG7I & 


The counts for the four quarter hours were := 
Bead = 2eO0 


Total counted 65 (25 men, 40 women) 

Men who looked I6(64 %) 

Women" * 31(77 %) 

Percentage of total who looked 72 % p> 


2449 - 2e55 


Total munted 69 (20 men, 49 women) 
Men who looked I4 (70 &) 
Wome " it 3I (61 a. 
Total who " 45 (65 % 


2e5D5 ” 2.10 


Totak counted 99 (30 men, 69 women) 
Men who looked I9 (63 %) 
Women who loked5S (76% 
Tote. whe " £72 (7 


3eL0 - 3 e265 


Total counted I02 (27 men, 75 women) 
Men who looked I4 (52 %} 
Women * " 60 (70 % 


Total" " 14 (74 &) 
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CINEMA COUNTS?» LEWISHAM 


Prince of Wales, Lewisham. 3,45 «= 445 Dele 


The counts 


Total Counted 


Ae He xi ) 1701439 


(Drizzle off and on) 


665 (I86 men, 529 women) 


Total who looked 313 (47 %) 


Men who looked 


——- * 


126 f 73 (53 %) 


PAO (45 &) 


for the four quarter hours were :- 


Rw = 4.0 

Total counted I32 
Men who looked .I5 
. Women " . 62 
Tontl " tt 77 
Total counted 144 
Men who looked BO 
Women * " 56 
Toatl " 8 76 
4216 = 4430 

Totel counted I165 
Men who looked I8 
Wonen " " 80 
Total ve 98 


4430 = 4.45 
Total eounted I24 
Men whe looked 20 
Women “ " 42 
Total * u 62 
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(39 men, 85 women) 
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Cinema ‘County, Lewisham. AeHe 


Additional count at Gaumont 5.27 =< 6.42 (Raining heavily) 


Total counted 80 (35 men, 45 women) 
Men who looked IO (28 &) 
Women" =". I4 (3I &) 
Total 2 * 24 (30 &) 


Attempt to meke count. at King's Hall before this but after 7 mins the 
rain came on heavily and as there was no shelter count had to be aban 
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Exteriers. Interviews with commissienaires, A°H, 2kvhen 


Odeon, Lai cester Square. 


Cemmissionaire teld Observer that building was a new one, having 
been open since a year last Nevember. It was built on the Verman 
plan, like the Dorset House Building over there. (He pointed te the 
bleck ef effices in the eerner of the square nearest Piccadily 
Cireus). He couldn't say how much it cest exactly, but it was in 
the regien ef £750,000. It was commen knowledge that the site, on 
whieh the old Alhambra had fermerly stood,was werth £450,000. The 
site was I150' x 220'. The wide alley on one side was built te 
conferm with L.C.C. regulayiens whieh had been revised eof recent 
years. They stipulated that all buildings now erected fer publie 


cinemas must be clear on 3 sides, and the allwy was wide enough fer 

a fire-engine te pass through. Regulations had also affected the 
design fer they would not now allow a canopy te extend right over the 
pavement and in consequence the canopy here had been foreshertened 

se that it was now ernamental rather than of any practical value. 

The building seated some 2,539 people, the eid number being due to 
the rews ef seats being offset in relation te each other te give 

an uninterrupted view te the audience. 

Ne the tewer of the building was not new used for any purpose. It 
had been used as a store room but the L.C.C. had objected being 
afraid that it would eollapse in a fire or air raid, 

The building was served by the Strand Electrie Co. and had its own 
sub-station. The power used was pgebably abeut 300,000 velts but he- 
wasn't sure of tha t. 

The sign immediately abeve the moving belt sign:(indicating the names 
ef the stars in the pieture) wss ene of the biggest ef its kind, 

The moving belt sign was very well made and gave no trouble. 

Asked about what interested passers by in *+ne building, he said that 
many leeked up at the ai gn ever the door, many were interested in the 
glass door panels. These bere blown glass figure deceratiens on then 
each pane cesting abeut £20. (He didn't voluntarily mentien the 
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Interviews with Cemnissionaires Ach. 2T.i.39 


attention paid to the phetegrz phs displaved in the Panels eutside - 
althaugh the Obs. had been impressed with the number which leoked 

at them). They had, he said, many people taking colour photes ef the 
building at night and sometimes in the g@ytime. The tower could be 
seen for miles, being quite clear an Hampstead Heath. 

The doors were very well made, these outside being of mahogany and 
these leading te the feyer being of Australian maple. 

An American had told him that they hadn't get as good a building 

in n¥w Yerk and that for comfert inside it beat the Rockefeller 
Cinema. He must have been an importent business man for this was in 
winter, therefere he couldn't have been a tourist. 

They got all serts of people at their shows. Fer the first fertnight 
ef any show it was mainly society people. Fer "60 Glorious Years" 


they had mainly elderl¥ people. But "The Drum" was the most success- 
fulpieture they had shewn. It attracted all classes - even the poor, 
some ef whom even paid 2/6 for a seat. They had had 6 men dressed as 


Bengal Lancers eutside the place until the Heme Office had get ssure 


and they were taken off. All who had had friends @ rwlatives in 


India or whe had themselves been there came-‘and breught their children 


Observer unable te extract much infermation about the habits of the 
passers by. Obvieusly the Commissionaire was proud of his connection 
With the cinema and mustered all the impressive facts he could.’ 


3 


interviews with Cemnissienaires. Ash. 2T 21.39 


Kmpire, Leicester -Oquare. 

"Oh, yes thisis a regular meeting place for people. The eld Empire is 
a landmark reund here - just as people eften choose te meet by that 
Osram sign ever there. Hew old is the place ? — been up since about 
1900. Of course it was a theatre then. Where deo you come frem? 
(Observer tells him L'pool) Ah, I theught so. As seon as I hemrd 
that "Aye" [I said to myself ‘Here's someone from either Lancs @ 
Yorks.' I come from Blackpool myself. Yes we get all sorts round 
here. Everyé morning I clear an eld woman put of that next opening 
there. She spends the night there. Yeu come round here any evening 
abeut 8 till 10 and go reund that next street there and out in frent 
ef the Leicester Square Theatre and all along there in the openings 
you'll find ol men and woman lying on pieces of newspaper in the 
deorways. This old girl I find every morning. 'Ceme on Ma, off veu 
get' I say and she packs up al her thins - teapot, tins and the 
rest, in a bit of paper. They ran her in ene day and found £70 in 
her stocking. They won't ge in a workhouse —- there's no law to 


make ‘em @ every new and again the police run them in fer a month 
te clean them up. Not a niee jeb for the cop. He has te search her 
and they are pretty smelly I can tell you. That's why thev don't 
run them in often. 1 shouldn't like the jeb either, 

Yes yeu see al’ sorts here. Often I get women coming up te me and 
saying 'Can I stand by you ? I'm waiting fer my husband'. A woman 


en her own gets a pretty reugh time reund here. Yeu get toe knew the | 
lives of plenty of them, seciety enes coming with other peeples wive 
They'll ceme and ask you have vou @ lady dressed in such and such ge 


in. If yeu see her and she asks don'¥ say you've seen me — and that | 
sert sfthing. Of course, yeu den't argue. It deesn't pay you te. 
Might lese your jeb. I could write a big beek on the lives of some 
of them, but ne-ene would publish it. 

And you get people asking you the way to anywhere. We prebably knew. 


more abeut the place than policeman, and more aveut Lenden than many 
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peraves Fereigners and Americans are the worst. Tre American 
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interviews with Commissienaires,. AsHe 


21.1.59 


are the werst. One came up te me and said ‘Trafalgar Square?' Ne 
please or anything like that. Se I said 'It's still here sir'. I 
won't answer them when they're like that. Taxi drivers are bad tee. 
Yeu might as well net be here at night if you haven't a policeman 
to help yeu. They'd come right on the pavement as soon as look at 
yeu. The werst are Jewish tamzi-drivers -—- swines. 

Had a chap come up te me ene night frem the pub next door. He 
slapped me en the neck. I said !'What did vou do that fer sir?' He 
I wanted te' Se I said ‘Well if I hadn't get this 
uniferm en I might want te sink yeu right here! He said 'De yeu 
knew it's an efficer ef the Guards you're speaking te?' I g@aid te 
him ‘When I was in the Guards we shat better effieers than that'. 
He came up and apoligised te me afterwards" 


ssid '‘Beeaus 


Ne we doen't get bad hours on this jeb. We put ind about 7 hours 
eutside but it is spread ever I2 heurs. I came on at 9 this morn- 
ing and will be eff at 9.30 tenight unless business is very good 
and then I may be on till abeut 9.28. We den't get any evertime 
for that but we get an extra hour later. You can always get time 
eff if yeu w nt it, except on Sunday. I've never asked for it then 
but I weuldn't if I did se what's the use ? There are four of us 


en the outside. 


Yes this is the eld building. Dewnstairs has been altered quite a let 
but upstairs is pretty well the same. Of course the rest of the Squar 


has altered teo. 
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Interviews with Commissienaires ? A.H. 


Leieester Square Theatre. 


a ‘ 


21 ele 39 


This place has been a cinema fer IO years now. Oh yes you see them 


all leek as they pass here —- mostly at the photes. 


Even when they 


eome out they ge and leok at them. I knew in my ewn case toe when 
I have my day off and want to ge te a show I always leok at the phete 


outside. You can get an idea from them of what the 


pieture will be l 


like. It's the same with a newspaper. If you are reading ene with 
alet of news in - like the Telegraph, if you turn ever a page and 
see a phete you quickly turn baek to it. It attracts the eye. 


New look wt these passing - you see they all look, 


You can see them teo when they're coming towards the place from the 


ether side ef the Square - they all lLeok up. 


This neon like that ever there on the Empire is very cheap to run, 

you knew. One of the chaps from Maples told me —- it's abeut 3 years 
azo new se I can't be sure of the figure - that it costs something 
like 4d. an heur te run the whele of the front neon lighting. tt 

costs much more fer the bulbs of course. We did try having 60 watt 
bulbs under the canopy but they all blew eut se we have 40's now, | 
Yeu netice lots of little peints. 9 eut ef 19 peeple turn right when | 
they come eut ef the place. You loek seme time ata tube statien. If 
they knew where they're going it's different but in cases when they 


aren't sure in most cases they turn right. 
They're like a let ef sheep too. You have 5 seats 
5 in the queue ge. Well neo sooner have yeu turned 


and let the first 
voeur back than the 


whele let is after you. Same coming out. They mostly turn right but 


if ene turns left the rest will fellew. And watch 


them geing in. 


(A couple tries te epen a closed door instead ef going in at the open 
entrance) See that - they always try to go in where the deor ié@ shut. 
And the silly questions they ask too. Plenty leave messages for their 


friends here. (While Obs. there a man came up and 


asked Com. if he 


had seen a little girl dressed in red; a woman alse came up and 


asked could she buy Atwe cheap session tickets now and come baek Late 
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COMMISSIONAIRE outside the Leicester Square Theatre told Observor that the 


| photos displayed outside the cinema cost £100."You will find " he said "that 


most people look at them as they pass. They are a great attraction." 
Unfortunately this was the only conversation the Obs, @®uld cet with him 

as the mmmissionaire had to go to attend to some patrons who wanted 4 tax\ 
This is the impression the Obs. himself had got as to what attracted peopl? 


to look at the theatre as they passede 
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| Gandsworth Borough Council 


tee pr ere Municipal Buildings, 


SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO 


“The Town Clerk’ 


Wandsworth, S.W. 18. 
R.H.Jerman xc.xa. 


Nikos Cicle Please quote Reference: RCEH/BT 
Tel. Battersea 6464. 4th February, 1959. 


Extension No. he 


Dear Sir, 


I am in receipt of your letter of the jrd instant and 
regret I am not in a position to supplement the information 
already furnished to you by the London County Council. 

Yours faithfully, 


Town Clerk. 


Alec M. Hughes, Esq., 
6, Grotes Buildings 
| Blackheath, 8.8. 3. 


te # i. ba te F ; 

kr ee OY | ry ad 44 w Wa ee ‘ ew y t R we, ae Ng . - % , 

fi gles c, r ‘ Eis : > te ; j beh > “ | on «ea pO Le is * Ya ae - 

3 7 Mf 4 “7 - > . ’ r. Pi . 2 4 J . oe "J 4 e i « d 

¥ et ae 2 § > 1 ‘| ay 4 he ‘ . - * f 4 A f a : ea etre x " Ryis x iv tn - 7 - 
’ Sate od aye ‘ ar BM, Fue ae Fol < ae” Tl , ern, R tee ek ta? i ead 7 vi ‘ AD * hal . B. 3 ‘ t 4 
, , 4 A iy oe wel « eat Ve WF iad ) a7 - ' ; ee we, 
all j ‘ - 3 } 


hn >i an IN . Pins 
). vee a 2 a bit x ; 
Fe UNAS Se APN peak Be ee ie 


34): 
3 
: 


Lesester 


Totak 


Noh eee 
Shee 
Mi Sa ia 


ficain wil U6 — 60}. 


_ 


oe 


_— 
= 


VA. Fin 
nen (eS geet 


- 


: ty 
oy ee 
| 
: | 150 fe, wee 
| Li | | 7 
Ma 


eel 
—> 
: 


: 
, 
| | 
cams GT EP ae : ay “er — 
1 | | ) (ov (LO 
| : a ai 60 . ) 
| | I i 
i J 
/ . | 3 
} . 
= | : | 
) | 
, | 7 
. | ) il 
% 
) ) | S 
) | | ! | | | 
| | | | | 
| : : 
: | | | | : 
: | : . ) ) 
: me) | 
va 


_ 
' 


wy, 


anneal 


——_ © 1. sea 


—_—— — > 


: 
2 A aera, 
: : 


> 


venete  CUN AB AMABLEML LL LD OIE 


— — ” ect tay ne i a Om 
. ~~ mnt _ 


ks ole 
Dye 


Pare | 


La 4 ‘ 
Rae: 
Ma Pine 


a 
i’ oe 
; 
natin ” ot - hehe . ‘ iil Ki tessa pia t J | aan - 
ei b< s sy aa : P ; . : rs 
a eee Se ee ee eee, ty TF tf |. 
i yy 4 7 
7 | Reed “ehPatre Ser —— i 4 y ra | oF | a =a 
: c | Te aes 
> J sf 
4 2 t dpemans weekty | 
wh 4 vA A | 
' aS Onn, | | : ! 
i : | 
-. | 
hg —> 
h ae 
er) ee 7 : | | 
, > | | 
| . Tota | r+ 
| : 
| Fronta SA | | 
: 10D 4A. i a 
| | Actua | | | | 
: 2» of | dance - | 
| hatl Front | 
| 


oft 6 yards % 


4 Colemnsd? GO \Colonnade yu . | 
H9G}r. |S 'BOSr Y 120 


— o il 


——EE 


on 
oe gy te ee nce lpi 


| | iASSr. | : : } | 
V (70) /(S5) 4(100) / (30) aa? on ios) ) | Mes : 


; 
ff if 
; 
| ; 
| : | | | | 
S > — 
| P | | 
| i 
| Ws | | 
: - 
: 7 & ' | 7 | 
: g oJ 
Couctaled | 
— 
by Ih eww S 
by Weghbng | lo S is |} ¥ 
Tis. Dada 8 | : | : 
ne 
-— | 74 f 3 4 
‘ Zz , 
~~ a + _ | _ meet 4 : ~ ae ee } - ~ _- ’ . ~ o_o i s- = 
eee ore > 
i " Fe 
=. Jee e: EAS SNe . 
; | , 
seiheensitia iisiieteamnlaiy — a in 2 ~ nenastnangetneit - ~ piper nto-rcangyeneneel , Ee en saint i eeiieiieebill 
——— a ——eae ile 
: ite ame ES | ie ssddiloithe 
ee RS! Se | 
wey ie: GUY Ata mS cg we 4 
— Ree ats * ig 
ae : ‘ i 


. pANntCEeE WALLS ,  CiINEM ee 
r - 4 io BY | 


A | Exbassy * Peckham) Farr's | Locaene Lido | Hammer} Odkeon |Mersergeed Empire ist 
pene, Pavilion Wal St Croudan| Smihr. | Lemces bev Lecestev Theat. j ae 
Green, falas Crate | Orta ee lors |-Sq- | 34. Com 


: 
’ 

- . ’ 
: 


Mdlah ov FCrne Ballcnnny ty wrrdyy Ff tee Bi 
The Ltrs a Ml. i alae Ua a ih el a: So. ai i 


: 


Owy 10-20 fv. | | j | w 


a ae ee Hush) sh) 


 -—-—- 


S Gyr vf? . S(y) 7 1 | L 4 me. 


Sa peck. __ L | / af 7 i [ 
No. Derr © fogs fsa por . Uy 2 ” Ce Sear F 6 uy 6 S(12) q LO 
Glacr pant. S | % S| FFL S EFL ee 


| Be | 


x 
ee: 
ee bce - 


c 
Y * | a! Pg 
? 129 , WL ; ) Le { ry NA 
| | pO eg? + , 
~ x» a 
| | Pe "7 
Word franrek | : < ¢ 
| | | | : 
' | ) 
‘ ; ) ) 
‘Goon fia AS tom : ; vi i 
+. 
id : . , . + 
| | | : 
; ’ : 
3 S06 cee co ee i, 4 J (Carad - é 
- = ra : ¢ * 7 4 | eer). , 
| | | ass, Si 
% 4 ; 
$ : ) Pd Fg oP | 
x... Ce we. 4 ' 
. 
: : ' ; * " 1 ’ + > ~ 
; ’ 
: : x 
; : < 
; t 
: 
7 mans : ‘ ? - : : : — parneabenhing 
| 
| : : Vv 
ee oe ee ; = a Se NTN Tae . a 
: > 
— - «~ — — ‘ -: a oe spdinicndiien Saami comune’ si iatemiaieniatiaia eenneeo me stead een eS ere ope "7 ane rey verte telco ee on f ~~ 
BS 9 
: a + 
lie barereinampene cgreapniaseceting evi edinee ale veceeninlindaienhinnaseniapenmaiiigade dee i, stigtiinlihnnt igi pihapsiel . PAN. ae SARiaiion GRREEMIREREREEENEtERE REE, Ce EL! TCS Kannan 
: 
| 3 ult r . _ 
- ¥ a z * TT ~ . bE - . 
A i | a 
- : 
ut 
2 - “< Bs secant: ; ‘ 
REE IPG IR fe ae UR ER RE eS PE MSE a3 eo omg serpent the ot oe hoe ety i ERT Rg ae sei talus 
? ny a : " Skit , oe 
OME: lio Ae ae ext Hs 
’ “¢ = aii “ty .2; 
4 hs +: eyee' pee ae iden, ed 
WEES ete EM 25) 


v4 py 
é Cee ok awe 
e he pig 


& 


MAS. THEATRES ° [CmenA DANCE HALLS, ag 
J A i . i 
ve | REZ Le cester| Vavdewlld Lyceum [Theatre | Fortunt| Ocha | & pm T Astoria | 

| : arn Imperial (Aramovat| Astoria, 
te bea Sqare thea tre Jellongten qd (2 vssel | Ane Sd mes: a Totten haw v0 ity 
me Le wheatre | Stand} Seresl Hocnenw se.) Sree” ft Renal wane. et fae 
| 5 | A (beat : 
r F J oe Y oie tae 

| aki 
— | ny 


\ 


J nappoete 
by b pstlers 


s 


/ (3) 


Ow) 


10 $22 


Oe fe 
ne 
a 


ad eee 6 ee ee 


a 


L . a d 
yt! ye ' 
Vv "a : v oth 
0 “se e? 
a> a 


: 
: 
: - 
: 
] ‘ passe s al : ; : — Sn 
: 
: : 
. : 
3 t : ' es : snememen 
“ct 
= *. 
} ok : 
- ~ ~ ~- <a 4 ~ - —- ; ~ ~ — @ ; 4 : 4 ee me ie” ieee 
4 . * ty 
' 
ee 3 
° Ms oe 
» . ‘ “| 
wm ‘ i a ahaa baie ees — a a - - 4 Py tae: ee tn are sinenletecirenineolil ne = me SO he nmr tm ee a lin a em ee ~ eo — ee — a > ~ oo ~ ; phe anes nd a on — pail rene 
a. gheSns" 
if 
re 
ateuenteiiieeneneitiiien deinen anatiaiatin odie Re Cee ee a - Renneiteanegeal 


“4 


the ' 4 tS 
rsh be os \ et hs 
Ae Ok: Bs. pe el 
* |= s = Palatal 
Sear * Ye « a 
bs > M - i . 
As “soe a. ; ' 2 aaron 
pen ti a he 
4 it! ue Me . ri, of att 
Pe — A ae Faphs ert 
_— Sig ag? MT Ue ea@o pire oe Ses) oe) 
- 1c. ee Mee i os5 a 3. , ee ~~ — ve _ ? ere 
ay ile ‘ 0% na ¥ + ’ ; eh Bele 
: aS i : Wh mete SW 
7 hae % ‘Aas 2 SF von ys id ae 
ode teat peer ‘ P ss . a ‘ q ‘ae he 
RES OO a 7 VR thie 4a 5 rae 
* , : ; 4 t Pe thy Pia mx 
’ Nha crit Uae - ; P ai MEER eM 1 h t 4 
LOE Pe on. Sune * . Water hee ye a 
aps we inrowes pn a om a! % : Phos ( ve ? re Bye it ms ‘ _ 
PARE Ser FCA aN oP, , Fe fo : ‘\ , 7 german, Teter e 74 Be ; 
we Fong tay es } oe a y 4 Re 4 : q : ge Tey ead} at ‘ RS, hats a8 
¥ . ania 2. Posmaen aid os on Te aR er ge $ a 
Naess " ‘ = ” sateetenal ” . oa wr pom ntnty , 
eg a. cyte aes | * 2 ye" of ot “i 
Ag yan . te ee eA se: 
Oh ie gs Sea a Meneeeie Me ated ae ig te oy 
MO eee yh Sys rere Ta tet had 
Sty ae ha ed Me a 5 in: 
ere nye b ’ PSs soe" SO ee 4 oo ET I Bho stom “hp.” 
ty. A . ; : *@ yo 4 ah oy Pe eR: iy yey * t vil eS. 
, Pes ya a 7 Set «eT pe 
<a acd ta Sale BY cee ee Mea eee: ee ene B uigee ae B ted 
Bee Oe me ie were es any 2 ts “pace Prat «ti 7g Betty) 
he ae ba af ¥ £% pS a ¢ ASM, Te a Sek: Na Nee b 5 ed i 
ee ae 2. Se " ee pias ng he oy pee ier 
i te 3 : os ee te , : t aS, i Ny "s 
Feu ey vit ‘ ; we Wa sa ai - 
ae Sen: \ ye " ’ ae aa tee al oF. 
ee BS 7 pes & wt rs ud c we, 7 - 4 J +i ie % i . p 
OG st Ysa : RM Pad | chp To hime s et. Witasns 
er hy EME Ren Ree es Pd 
™ bas Er tae te 
ee i Dad SP NS ys BS 
irk a Ser est A ty A a ek 
: eee 


YY | DOnvncEeE HALLS tte 
Embassy | New Pe cicham Farr's. Locarne Lido Ha Odes’ Mo nserg uty: 
Rushey eae | Pavilion! Wal mort Streatham 1S. ah Palais || Lercester Leccester 
Green Mate dla I “be es ota wey ee S on ’ $4 j 
; igsees | 7 
| | | 
Lighting L Advertisement Neen | ES. | | “A | ha A | nd | 
Display BAb. SL SSE SA — | | | | 
Nem 38 (S-— f / | | | | : | 44 
| a | 


ti | a Whole 
| Facrd ; 
Coyered 
nten ST 


i 
| 
— a oo —_ 
—F 
& 
t 
SS SER 
= 


A) 
S 
| 
4 
a 
a: 


—_—————— ee 


2 
; 
> 
& 
| 


: ) | 
) 
; : 
(S.Lf | 
: ’ ’ 


r 

$ 

“eo 

& 

| 
t--—— 
} 


- 


| A pa 
Incase OF Cinema here Cod whee | 


ak / 
"fs 


Y 
= 
\ 


TWovel 
News Sov 
| Aa te 
| i Werld--— 


- ee 


} 


. 
~ 


~ 
7 
— 
. 
or 


: ntata Smee ; i L 
- 7. = : 
; | | 
5 : S vs : ) 
. 
” Az peundech Bosc qu“ ‘ ; | : ; —2f 
; 
DerpSny 0 | ¥ 
“ ; } ; : . ? 
‘ play Umdns fr po ce Sak L a 4 See i ee euskal she 
: | ) : 
. : ; 
: : : : ; 
. | : ? . ; : 
n . ff 
he < on” wnnden | . : ° 
; a ' Z Re 
e ; - = 
: Rates o de. | | : 
t : rnrmencesioee aimeemereniinnrelnie nner : . + RE at, tesa 
' : . } 
: : : : + 4 
: : ; 


; 
| 
N 
4 
r n 
: 

: 

| 

) 

: 

’ 

| 

‘o me 

j 

; 

: 

| 

| 
a 

: 

‘ 
“" 

' 

: 

; 

i 


3 fi : aN MTS 
¥, ; 
3 : eal * 3 
r4 . ‘ . 
- Case ef} spc Sag 
* ? 2 * on * 4 # 
sine t theatie oer 
ey we a pe f a oe 4) 
ryt as. i ars pian AD Po aes : ee eee on oe ey — a 
a - Ae, 
Bees 


ely & photos. 


eg py 


¥ 
~~ ze! : 
bet 7 
ie ? (t 
a ‘s 
res BS 
yi 
ie 7 
3 - he 
, x i, gs. tee 
é ¥ et ; ~ 
: ria Fo ae . Ei * os 
7 ae . 2 
r 


. Yo Fee sae" ORAS! Do 8 ena site en tee 

nN : ae 2 ok ‘aid hap Vy ae = 

‘ ae eupe Swe Fees rer ape ai a ae 
ee? Lat Aare as Sab: 


eet *S “I re i - 
pa ee 


fon 


Ay «Mpeg THEATRES CiveMAL te 


pve Keke Covces ter 
eatee  Lescester|Sqvere. 


ceote’ 
% $4 . Theatre 


SRY 


[im Yo chevacters. Heve vrrad pla */er bos 9 
Dancin < 

4 “aa eed f "Salon |"Astoria BCobaet 

ig hott de danse Cinema ‘Cocktat 


; and ie " 
Dance —- 


Salon Caseor 
Bar" 


\ 


~~ oe 


. - a : 2 — — a" Pe op me 
x 
ee ¢ - ¥ | amen 
& bas ‘ 
q - — ——— 
* -- . : See <a, : * ~ - 
- - ~ ~ a — 
> a - 
. . 
F * 
FS 
. 
ae ee = te tem on me — ; ~ ~4 = - _ : ; 
im << a - ~~ e - -~- - ee mre sre a - — 4 ; 
& - eeieeeniaeieeces ee i + 
. ~ - ~ i el i iter ip ry a — gl 
ae eee 
: - 
. : 4 
; , 
- a 
- 
oR Oe, 
& inne Caen ce emmentemnaen ane i - coeitennedhtintetidienenttiions ae. oe _ <« 
oe emma ne 


Pa 
: ? “~ 
~ wy ee —— es ae 
: i: i. 
’ 
. s P } 
a - 
» 
+ b * 
; one ae 
erat aren a! 
ae x, 
— r a 
re p bail ’ 
ew Pa 7 : : 
- : 7 ~* 5 
ee Ny ya * 
as ba ts « ¢ 
¢ ad os - “| : 
¥ a iy - 
’ ua a fy: bi 
ey ee 
* ~~ inet 
4 4 byt es 
a . hae BS 
Dee v2 B26: Wet 
ifs yn f - Saat ye 
tS) : ee se * fA . 
* uy >) a , im i 
oe Peta.” Moe, 
ie tee ae 
i Pe a % eas Ape 4s 
es + oe ca Lae 
y; ; he Lee > 
m i ake: ge Ue ae ee 
- igi ath ae hy EK a 2 
fee ee ° ke. eS ree ae + . 
ill Bia a ’ sinied inated a % 3 ‘ 2 
ee ke A aA ” 2 a eel rk — ty * Taint 
Maas split a etait Su) My ais, ke ete oe te 
4 a F ay : YW Pe oe rf iets 
eet et i. ti . i EA ND a Sie oa 
Eye Oc Rice teat Be ad : 
Pang ee {? ese 
bah e t 
\S= sae 
Keo 
bf Bsr 
LS ia 
oi i 


he ha ee 
resets 
te 
a 
pes 


a ay 
mary 7 : 1 
} : 
3 h ~ < London DancesHall Exteriors. A.He 28.21.39 
| Note to the follgwing. | 


These odDservations on dance-hall exteriors ave intefkded to be basically 
a chapter in the Jazz book. I2 London Halls @ ve been charted in some 
detail and sketches have been made of 8 of them. In addition two other 
halls on the list of 25 registered halls for the London area have been 
visited , and in the course of travels about London 2 other places have 
been noticed. But it is inevitable with such a small number that the 

final word on Dance Halls cannot be said from these visits. Moreover it 

is difficult to trace many other halls for the simple reason that the 
London Directory only gives the names of 25 buildings which have been 
registered # Dance Halls. This question will need examination for very 
obviously such a list is hopelessly inaccurate as an estimate of the 
number of halls in London. Moreover on examination it was fund that in 
the case of two of the places visited the term Dance Hall could not be 
applied with strict accuracy. The one case was Farr's in Walworth Rd. which 
is mamgily two floors in a 3-storey building built gfxt7Z# to house a large 
shop in what is pre-eminently a shppping district. It is only a school of 
dancing and ¢@A is not used for regular public dances. The second case was 
Miss E.-Mathewson, whose place is on the list as a Dance-Hall. But it is 


@ tually a private studio situated in a mews off the min road ad externally 
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| to conform with the later chapters of the book. Such questions as the use 


of external d coration may well be linkec up with one or more of several 

factors (e.g. managerial policy, general beliefs of proprietors as regards 
the attitude of dancers to dance hall exteriors, flnance, the whole problern 
of the connection of the leading palais with other activities - Mecca cafe 

| circuit, and Astoria cinemas). Such considerations cannot be dealt with 


here tecause of lack of information, and one must wait therefore before 


making my categorical statements on this topic. 
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Fr 
The feature that impresses one modt about the dance Ralls in § T™ 
Lon@n is that they are hardly ever presented to the public | ho 
on their face value, as it were, Nearly always one finds them ie 
as a part only of a building, the rest of which may be devoted Th 
to & ops, or a cinema, or a restaurant, even to offices and = 
flats. In these days of overcrowding it is not altogether sur “ee 
prising to flind that the same building is used for different A 
purposes. One is accustomed to see picture houses with perhap5 ae 
a sweet shop at the entrance. In the West End it is the rule ge 
to find a building devoted to several purposes. Butve and here ” 
is the surprising favt - in the case of most places of public wh 
entertainment the very fact tha the build ng may serve more — 
than one purpose is an incentive to the proprietors to make as fe 
bold a display as possible - in order to attract attention. PP 
Indeed t is policy is pursued irrespective of whether the whol@ - 
building is devoted to the one purpose or not. Cinemas are the _ 
‘Most advancec in this respect and one is mnstantly seeing ex- |S0,. 
amples of how brilliant a display can be made of the hall by 4 
such mediums as neon lighting. News theatres are very good in a 
this respect, as. they so frequently have only a small facade | 1 £c 
wherewith to advertise themselves. The Monseigneur and Cameo 
circuits may be 6ited as excellent examples. ‘ 
: Do the dance halls present themselves as well as this. The om 
© aaa is 'No'! The dance hall is usually a stone building, 
pemeetly #éMbINEA devoted to other purposes besid s dancing. 
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Frontages vary, but the most “popular is between 46 and 66 ft. 
The facade is usually broken by a revetment in to two or three 
horizontal sections or else by slightly recessing one storey 
in relation to the one beneath it. 
the windows are generally flat faced with several panes to 
each. The most popular type hinges open in part - usually the 
top portion opening. 
A single entrance characterises the dance halls, a feature one 
would expect, Since, unlike theatres or cinemas, the public 
generally require admission only to the one place. In the case 
of the gwo bilggest and most modern palais in London, both of 
which have balconies, the balcony is on street level and the 
ballroom is reaches by a flight of stairs inside the hall. This 
facilitates the entrance of those who only desire to watch the 
dancing from the balcény, and perhaps to have some refreshment 
at the tables there. 
Most halls have a canopy over the entrance, lit underneath with 
[Sepuip lighting. 
tieon is the most popular form of exterior lighting, but it is 
surprising how little really effective use id made of it as a 
Qj form of decoration. The Paramount, Tottenham Court Rade, is the 


only hall of those examined which gives a striking pictérial 
rt 


effect in neon. “ere there are the figures of a couple dancing 


‘and a man conducting @m invisibke orchestra. The result is to 


- convey a giick visual impression of the purpose of the hall to 
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across the facade as a decoration. Here there is a simple line 
motif as a background to the name of the M11. Only two of the | Or 
q halls examined used neon tubing @ an outline to the facade. : i - 
This sparing use if neon is not Addé/up compensated for by a ak 
correspondingly lavish use of bulb lighting. In consequence ! Ps 
the hagbls are characterised by their lack of prominence. This f 
is shown up most in the case of the Cafe Anglais in Leicester | hi 
Square. This square is characterised by the number of brillian tl 
tly lit cinemas (5 in all) around it, and the @afe is very ii 
inconspicuous & night time. It is equally so in the day-time \N 
yy and sample counts both at night and in daylight showed that | ‘ 


more attention was mid to the cinemas than to the Cafe. 
© The value of brilliant lighting @ a form of attraction was EP, 


indicated by some counts. Whilst the Cafe Anglais came lowest |X 
Lp, mor er a3 
Grell | 


q in Leicester, the Locarno in Streatham Hill attracted Ra 
attention than the nearby Gaumont Palace 4 inemaw/Althou Althougi: the +a. tv 
| Locarno has less. frontage than the Gaumont Palace out of a , at - 


total of I86 passing the Locarno 66% looked, whereas of the 


‘ II? passing the Gaumont Palace 58% looked. 
-It is surprising that mare ude is not made of neon lighting. ee) 
’ oo cost of installation (IO -I5/-)per oe is fairly high for ee 2 ; 

| small hall of Limited resources; but for any of the bigger aCe 
| alls, and for the various circuits it would be quite within 
i ts itself that the 
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advertisement - a fact which further research will verify. | 
) Once installed neon is far cheaper than bulb lighting as 


& consumer of electricity, whilst its clarity.and its adapt- 


7 


ability (shown so well in the case of the Paramount) are 


; 


points very strongly in its favour. ; 


Asa sample of public opinion on the appearance of dance- ‘ 
halls from the outside, II people were asked thete opinion of | 4 
‘the Locarno, I6 of the Hammersmith Palais (these two are the 
largest and most up-to-date palais in London), and I9 of the 


New Cross Palais. Of these of the comments made : | 


Lec Il were unfavourable and 8 favourable of Locarno 
a ys gees het: “ " Hammersmith 
| Palais. 

Nas - 26" n "2 n ”" Hew Cross 
Palais. 

joo | This sample is not large enough to make any categorical “ass- 
umption upon but it indicates a trend of public opinion unfavo 
initia towards the external appearance of these halls. The 


‘New Cross Palais is paricularly stigmatised and in view of the 


e 


actically no favourable comment on the score off its outside 


al ance. ‘Two of the people questioned had not even noticed ~— ae 
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e the largest group of complaints against the 


Locarno (6G) concerned the lighting - the dark @p between the 


oe 


: 


cenopy and the mame of the hall fing the chief cause of 
complaint. In the case of the Nammersmith Palais IO said that 


—_/ “ - ~ oo “cre 4 ~_ ~~ = 1 a = . » M4 nd _ = 
the building was unattractive - several mantioning the dark 


ae » @th ea we sai , re ne eee id a i s all 
patch above the canopy. This could be quite easily lit wit! 
al 
D. 
LA), 7 . ah 4 , 3tT4nnA 4 . . ana o aes ae c 
flood lights, or outlined in neon, and in view of the size 
Si 
* a "] + : — sa a ao + a - Wh « o 
of the hall it is surprising that the exterior has not been 
0: 
“ j. ot. . cee 
nmade more attractive. 
rk 
La - + a, a > a “if \ a ~ ~ Tf 
Of the halls seen in London (16) IO were ov TO years old 
e 
i eel 4 — . ~ om - - 's i “he 4 - -, eae —_ . ‘lea ~ 4 ~~ ~a 4 
ind possibly two more of the remainder were that age. This 
We 
1 8 - ) ‘Ter , TAs | "| 54 Smash As! er FAR ~ as + 
lack of really modern builcings' will undoubtedly be due to 


a ain tea seal tak Sl sak wr Re ee me , 1 A gee sate’ imies a, eee 
several reasons ~ wnien at tne pre sent stage i onl: be the 
b> 
5 
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subject of conjecture. In the first place it is possible that 
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eannot afford to build a modern:hall in place of their pres- 
’ 


ent old one. Converstly it may prove that dance hall proprietors | 
ean get their profits without bothering about modernisation. In 
the case of 'Old Time! dance halls this is very probably the 

e of the hall has a certain advertisin® value in . 
itself.As some of their clientele are old patrons of the hekis 
in question they would even possibly stand to lose-something 
by modernisation. A further important reason may well be found 


in the habits of dancers themselves. If dancing is for them 


mainly a means of expressing their desire to-be together in a 
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body the place they express themselves in may have litt] 
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Significance for them. Many clubs hold their own dances and 
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e frequently held in buildings let out for the eve- 
ning - Swimming Baths being very much used for 
In thas connection, too, the rates of charge for a all will 
play an important part. The big palais attract patrond by 

such schemes as gift nights and cabaret and limit the hiring 
of the hall to about I night a week. It is interesting that 


~— 7 ~ 7 \- ™~% 7 — “+ 4. -4- =~ nT , -t Voy / far* — + “~ Ve+ ; a? Us -) i 
no palais has benn built - to the best of the writers knowledge 


< we . a 7 . * i. lt » - 9 — 2 ~~ 
expressly designed for hiring out every session to bodies 
- ; 4 pre “7 oO D eit ais TT =< 7 - " on 5. on Ye 
wanting ¢@744s to hire halls for dancing. Here the answer prob 
+ m £94 a -_ i a < _ j- “a ~~ a . £.$ 
ly is profit - for the palais proprietor can make more profi 
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by runnine the dances for himégelf than by running the hall at 
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should be unctional' 
in appearance is a difficult to decide. As a personal impress: 


the Observor thinks that none of the halls visited are really 


LE A OE | al 


functional architecturally - and the questioning elicited one 


* 


r two replies which suggest that further questioning on these 
lines would be profitable. Thus of the Locarno one said "It's 


not like a dance hall.... it doesn't make itself look like a 


A : be * _ >. 


dance hall! Another "There is nothing to make you say 'This is 
\ 
a dance hall] It looks more like a pictureepalace at first view, 


WisOf the New Cross Palais one said "Well there isn't much idea 


ct 
of &@ dance hall there! Another said "You would not ax PRC 
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are concerned. They are built solely for that purpose and every 
feature, & far as external appearance is concerned, can be 
related in some way to the purpose of the lall. Can this be A 
said of the Locarno or the Hamnersmith Palais? Neither has 
| contrast “re 
cHosen a prominemt site (esmparve La Boheme Wich is an older 
building and is situated on a corner at the junction of 3 min 
Wf roadsh In the case of the Hammersmith Palais one sees a front 
}4cWhich suggests a smill hall. Int the @se of the Locarno one I 


has an impression of size but no suggestion of depth. 


As regards the presentation of posters the dance halls all 


Bowed a similar tendency. Only in the case of the Hapmersmith 
Palais was there a@ window specially designed for the display 


of posters. Elsewhere the posters were exhibited onbourds 
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outsid e or on the walls8in some tnsbances in show cases attae 


attached to the walls. This haphazard displgx of posters is 
common to many ad nemas and theatres, but modern buildings like 


na 


some of the Odeon cinemas or the Regal Streatham have proper 
yeProvision for them. It is a pity that. the Nammersmith Palais 
should not have balanced the appearance of the facade by 
having another show window where the sweet shop ise Also the 
aesthetic value of the single window is offset by the large 
hoarding on the side wall advertising times of sessions. 

Dace posters themselves also rely on a mass of lettering to 
get their message across, anf it is rare to see a poster which 
futilises pictorial presentation as a medium of advertisment. 
During the counts outside cinemas and theatres it was noticed 
that many were attracted by the photographs displayed outside. 

Agee at no dance hall (the Astoria excepted) were any photos 
to be seen - despite the fact that the palais have a different 
artist or artists there every week. 

All the #.ove points to the conclusion that the dance-halls 


are poorly presented to the public and one may venture to sug- 


gest that a better presentation would have some effect on the 


'gate' they get. 
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"Tell what do you mean ? ‘hut T think abeut it? Weli I don't think it has 
to bother to advertise itself very mich, You see the Speedway people rum » A ae? 
It doesn't belong to the cinems you know, The speedway have plenty of 


supporters and they can easily advertise it there. This place hes been up 


‘ : 
about 7years(This seemed too recent @ date to the Obs.) They had a job wit, | 


the building of it too. It is built on 4 slope vou see and they had a hard 
job with the foundaticns,. 

2. 6 20 Yorking class 

“Which dance hall, mate? ‘'ell you know T didn't know there was one theres 

I pass here every morning at 4.20 and T had no idea there was one. Oh yes 

% dance a lot myself." 

2. 4 55 Working class 

"I% could do with lighting up I think. The place wants brightening up” : 
4. 56 6O Tramway worker. 

"Well if you want my view I should easy that they out to put some neon on i 


(There is actually a neon sien with 'Daneing' on and an arrow pointing to 


the door but this was not lit, although the cinema was). It isn't bright 
enougn®, 


Se 0 55 Tramway worker 


“Well it's all richt om weekdays and Saturdays. The off-license (The shop 
next to the entrance) is lit then and it lights the entrance up then. I 7M 
think it is all right then - quite bright enough. You comm here at about 
7.30 vhon the off=lieenee is open and you'll see then. The place is about 
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arfertor interviews, New Cross Palais AeHe Soe 1e30™ 
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[3 years oid and the chap who put it up lost a lot on it. It is 9n a slope 
you se e and the first foundations collapsed. Mainly send underneath". 

Ss © 590 Werkins class 

"Well there isn't much idea of a dance hall there. You wouldn't know unless», 
that board was there. No it does not make itself very plain." 

Ve © 22 Working class 

: "It doesn't advertise itself much does ibs From the outside you would sey 

: it wasn't very long. Actually inside it is quite a decent size but you 
wouldn't think so from the outside. It isn't doing very wel! from what. ft 
hears” 

8 ; | *, i5=I6 ‘“lorkinse class 

“Where? Oh thate Well you wouldn't knowit was there but for the poster. I 
knew it was somewhere round here but I didn't know where and | was looking 
for a place with big doors and that sort of things 

De O I5I¢ Working class 

“It is rather davk I must say. You woulcn't really know it was there”, 

I0< 0 55 Working class 

“What do you mean exactly 3 You wouldn't know it was there really. It isn! 
advertised much," 

¢ QO 25 Middle class 

"No, It isn't much to lok&k at outside is it. Sut they do advertise it in 


the pictures ~ I know that" 

Ide |  -Q 25 iiddle clas 
"Oh I*ve seen mich better than thate I come Srom Dagenham anf there they 
have two places with big columms of light outside. this place is very 
dull. } 


3 ‘ 
Exterior interviewe, New Cross Palais AsHe2 Zaelec 


TB 6 20 Working class 
“Well it is rather poor at the moment. As regards the bills it is ail 


right, but if anyone came along heve at ‘the moment they would say that 
it doesn't look so good, But it is a nice place inside though. They 
could put some lights on - neon or something like that. Of course they 
couldn't extend it forward but it could do with something to make it 


more noticeable. I dence myself of course." 


I4e } 25 Working class 
"They could do something to make it better. It doesn't show up. They have 


a neon light but it isn't on just now, But it is not easy to see. Tt looks 


like an extensin of the bank or something like that" 


- NN 


"The Off Licence shep weuld leek as if they weul’ come out beezed",. 


S.S. 22/1/39. 
Weather. Rain, Drizzle, 


Exterior Interviews — 


Bab hd sy/Rooms/Kisny/ Arsen . 
New Oress Palais. Time. 4-45pm. 


Ne. 1. Interview. 


Tope Lady age 20.shep assistant 
newspaper and tebaceanists, eppesite. 


*"Ceuld be much more attractive’. 

‘Theught it was part ef the ecinama' 

Had never really bethered te leek right! 

"T have ne comments on it". 

"All right but tee small". 

"Bent it is much different frem any ether dance hall". 


Ne. 2. Interview. 


Lows man abeut 25, 


"Ney seo impesing". 

"Out ef prepertien te the rest ef the buildigg". 
"Net expeet te find dance hall there". 

"Net much attractien to strangers". 

"TI dent ge dancing". 


Ne. 2. Interview. 


Man aged 45. 


"A bit like a ehapel, net much." 
"Glass pereh weuld be 0.4.2 
"The printed sign is the enly indicatien". 


"Have part efthe entrance with lights areund.” 


Ne. 3 Interview. 


Man | @ 60. newspaper seller. 
"Dent think much of I¥ell (Repe ated) 


"Ne geed". 


"Ne term, leeks 1$ke a puppet shew. 
"Lights at top sheuld be belew". 
"Didnt eught te be in a cerner". 


"A shabby Place. 
Ne. 4 interview. e 


Man aged 50. 

"Its very dull". 

"Thought it was eennected with the bank." ‘ 
"Sheuld ere some aerikins appearance, like ceulered lights, inves _ 
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Exterior interviews. a5 


SeS . 


Ne. 5 Impression. Man aged 25. 
"Over-shadewed by the cinana". 

"Rather gives a bad impession en the inside". 
GCeuld be made more palatial". 


"Seme sign like ' The Premier Danee Hall ef Seuthern Lenden '. 
"If yeu didnt knew it yeu might miss it." 
"Net tee goed really". 


— 


i 6 


DANCE HALIS. Ae ssi 2701039 


/Pirst went to blackheath Rd. Police Stn. to find names of local halis, Pol 
i ieeman attended @hs in enquiries. Said he didn't know anything abcu’t: dane~ 


Ping himself and would eallg another man, When Obs. said he was connected 


swith an organisation writing a book on daneine the officer added “Dens of 
piniquity = call them. If vou found out the truth about half of those place 
they'd be dosed tomorrow,” 

Other ofsicer aged ¢.30 attended Obs. Gald that tha actually published 


(no iist. They were onliv gonnected with the question or Grink on thepremise 


@s and the licensing was the TeCeCe' A job. He gave Obs the names of all 

| the halis (from nemory - he said he had covered the lot) in the di strict 

| anc told him that the next best place to call would be Lee Sta. Mentioned 
whilst reviting the names that the place on the top floor of Burton's in 
Greenwich was a'pretty red-hot. place'. But as for his colleagues remarks on 
the rest they were ali right really, 
Thence to Lee station. Sergeant attended Obs. and passed him on to & @nst 
; able who also recited from memory with the help of a colleague the halls in 
: the area, Said next station was & i1thate 

At Eltham the Obs. ahd same reception. No list kept and Of “icer looked over 
7 the list given at Lee and said that they had covered all he could think of 


aoe — gee ee —* fe we a oe we ow wee 


: . | rap - on a non ces ge ashen ge ene a = 
| in his area. Next stn. was at. Sidcup emd-they might be able tiere to tell 


» 6BS-0e¢-haiie-sn-Hrith-as-weil, 


f At Sidcup Obs givem names of the hells, again “rom memory by the sergeant 


FP and the constable. Said that Berle; Neath was the nmxt stn. It was in the 


| Metropoditan area but outside the L.0.C. area. “hare the my be able ve 
q give detalis of tie wea round about about including “rith which ws the 
) next stu. vo Bexley Heath. 
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 Denee halis, Aste 2741.39 


: . 
At Bexley Heath the officer said he didm't know ebout the dance halls as 
i Was the council's job to license then. The sergeant said he didn't eith 
er. bbb | 2V ai qa not try T.0 oi ve ODSe ary names [rom menory eS at the other 
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Suns. anc Sur esvuec. TNat Vos. ealied at the council in the mo | S : 
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\ Analysis 


Building 


Building 


all right( doubtful) 
Shop spoils front. 

Bally situated. 

Well situated . 
Brahtage too small 
Not distinguishable 


Halle 


XT a 4 Sf ann +7 ifsc 
NO commissilonaire Outslidée 


In@nspicous. 


Outside doesn't do justice 
inside. 
Like a chapel. 
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of exterior interviews. 
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Exter Lor Interviews. AeHe 


These were coucucted to give an ides of what the people theught of the 


exteriors of dance halls. A general question was put te them :~ 


“What do you think about the outside of this KATZ dance-hali?" 


If they appeared confused they were helped out with the question 


‘Well do you think it puts itself across sufficientiy to the public 


or not?" 


I IG 


Exterior Interviews 3.5. 21/1/39. 
Streathan LOCARNO Weather fine & mild, 
Interview No.l. Man aged 25. 


"I'm impressed ". 

"Kind of corner stone of Streatham". 

"Rather bare in the middle, ceuld do the lights spreading out". 
"Some say it is the sight of Seutherm Lomdon", 


A 


Interview Ne. 2 


‘Central AmericaaY Spamiad aged3O. 
Rather dullish loeking”. 

"Outside no appearance ef the inside", 

“Compared with hall near, net too good". 

"Coleured lights weuld lewk better", 
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S.S. 22/1/39. 
Exterior Interviews _ 


PAbAseY/ ROOMS /RASNS/ALEED . 


New Cross Palais. Time. 4-45pm. 


Weather. Rain, Drizzle. 


No. Ll. Interview. 


guns Lady age 20.shop assistant 
newspaper and tobaccanists, epposite. 


'Ceuld be much more attractive'. 

cae’ it was part ef the cinamal 

Had never really bethered to look right! 

lh have no comments on it". 

"All right but toe small", 

"Bont it is much different from anv other dance hall". 


Ne. 2. Interview, 


Yeung man about 25. 


"Ney so imposing". 

"Out ef prepertion te the rest of the buildigg". 
"Net expeet to find dance hall there". 

"Not much attraction to strangers". 

"Tl dont go dancing". 


‘ Ne. 2. Interview. 


Man aged 45. 


"A bit like a chapel, not much.” 

"Glass pereh would be O.K.? 

"The printed sign is the only indication", 
"The Off Licence shop would look as if thev woul: come out boozed". 
"Have part ofthe entrance with lights around." 


Ne. 4% Interview. 


— 


Man aged 60. newspaper seller. 
"Nent think much of ital it (Repeated) — 
"No goed", 
"Ne form, looks 1%ke a puppet show. 


"Lights at top should be below", 
"Didnt ought te be in a corner". 


"A ghabby Place. 


No. 4 Interview. 


Man aged 50. 


"Its very dull". 

"Thought it was connected with the bank." 

"Should have some striking appearance, like coulered lights, etc. 
“Shift position nearer the cinama. 


nc 


"Shoul @ Baye ee Rpt mis: oe ho OR. >. Saturday nig shake iit’ 
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Exterior interviewse 


No. 5 Impression. Man aged 25. 
"Over-shadowed by the cinana". 


: Oy , ; 
"Rather gives a bad impession on the inside", 


CCould be made more palatial". 
"Some sign like ' The Premier Dance Hall of Southern Londen ',. 
"If yeu didnt know it you might miss it." 


"Not tee good really". 
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axterLlor ¢nterviews, New Cross Palais. AeHe C2eledD 


(Weather cold and raining) 


le df 45 Working class 

“ell what do you mean ? What I think about it? Well I don't think it has 
to bother to advertise itself very much. You see the Speedway people run it. 
It doesn't belong to the cinema you know. The speedway have plenty of 
supporters and they can easily advertise it there. This place has been up 
about 7years(This seemed too recent a date to the Obs.) They had a job with 
the building of it too. It is built on a slope you see and they had a hard 
Qe é 2O VYorking class 
"Which dance hall, mate? Yell you know I didn't know there was one there. 


“~~ oe oF aw a. r an la + ~re . A “. Bo : a ea lh tar . g 
[I pass here every morning at 4.30 and I had no idea there was one. Oh yes 


Se é 55 Working class 

"Tt could do with lighting up I think. The place wants brightening up" 

4. 6 6O Tramway workere 

Well if you want my view I should say that they out to put some neon on it. 


(There is actually a neon sign with 'Daneing! on and an arrow pointing to 
the door but this was not lit, although the cinema was). It isn't bright 
enough*®, 

De | é 55 Tramway worker 

"Well it's all right on weekdays and Saturdays. The off-license (The shop 
next to the entrance) is lit then and it lights the entrance up then. I 74x 
think it is all right then - quite bright enough. You comm here at about 


2. 


7.30 when the off=-licence is open and you'll see then. The place is about 
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Exterior interviews, New Cross Palais AH. Bt 2201639 


~ - 2D 


Is years old and the chap who put it up lost a lot on it. It is on a slope 
you se e and the first foundations collapsed. Mainly sand underneath", 
“Yell there isn't much idea of a dance hall there. You wouldn't know unless 
that board was there. No it does not make itself very plain." 

le 22 VYorking cass 

"Tt doesn't advertise itself much does ib? From the outside you would say 
it wasn't very long. Actually inside it is quite a decent size but you 
wouldn't think so from the outside. It isn't doing very well from what I 
hear, " 

Se 9 15-16 ‘Yorking class 

“Where? Oh thate Well you wouldn't knowit was there but for the poster. Il 
knew it was somewhere round here but I didn't know where and T was looking 
for a place-with big doors and that sort of things 

De : Y I5-I6 Working class 

"It is rather dark I must say. You wouldn't really know it was there". 

LO-6 QO 55 Working class 

"What do you mean exactly 3? You wouldn't know it was there really. It isn'C 
advertised much." 

r ; Q 25 Middle class 

"No. It isn't much to lowk at outside is it. But they do advertise it in 
the pictures - I know that" 

2. 9 25 Middle clas: 

"Oh I've seen much better than that. l come from Dagenham and there they 
have two places with big colums of light outside. This place is very 


dull." 


3 
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mxterior interviews, New Cross Palais 


6 20 Working class 


rather poor at the moment. As regards the bills it is all 
f anyone came along hefe at the moment they would say that 
is a nice place inside though. They 
could put some lights on - neon or something like that. Of course they 
couldn't extend it forward but it could do with something to make it 
myself of course," 


© 


14- ; Vorkine class 


— 


"They could do something to m: Dé It doesn't show up. They have 


light but it isn't on just now. But it is not easy to see. It Looks 


extensin of the bank or something like that" 


a = 
on a Xi 621 (5.2439 
6 20 Middle (With 6) 


i, Yes I think it is attractive, (aaa and lets 6 do talking, agrs 
ecing with him from time to time.) 


8. 6 20 Middle 


« 4, It is sufficiently attractive in evry ways It is quite up-to} 
ate. I can't think of ahything wrong with it. I think it doesn't loo} 
os 


daite the thing with that policeman there. it looks Sishy,. The girls 
look marvelous dressed p in those evening clothes don't they’ 

2. Well I don't know really. I think this looks alright. I dance a 
bit - mainly get my excercise cycling though, 


V6 6 25 Mi dle 

4. No I don't find it attractive in the least, It offends something 
inside meg It is just blatant. It is cheerful I suppose but I can't 
say Ll like it, 

2- Well it shoul«. be a gay affair. There is nothing else spevial i 
can think of, 


ie Well it isn't very attractive. +f it wasn't for the lights you 
wouldn't know it was there, I only go there when I have nowhere else 
to go, There are too many snobs there, They aren't at all fricndly. £ 
If vou don't know them you are out of it. If you don't take a partner 
you don't get a dance, They used to get a rough crowd there, hey had 
rights there = that's why they have the policeman outside - thye hav 
to pay for that to have him there in case, 

2¢ Oo I don't knaw, 


; 
ide O 25 Méaédeas2 Working. 

i, It is all right but the box office should be inside, It: must be 
a bit draughty there, It used to be inside, It makes an obstruction ta 
there too, I go to th beginners classes there at the school. . 

2. One of those dancing figures in neon would be an improvement. If 
they had: some sort of flashins sign it would catch the eye. They waste 
all that kight under the shelter there, A p SAASRERS sgn wuld attract 
the eye and be an tmprivventeitts 


T2. 0 30 Middle, 
i, it's the nicest place in London and has the nieont floor, And you 
2 have a cafe there, You can have coffee for 4d, and sec two cabaretse 
s The Paramount and the Astoria are nice places too, No I dontt like th 
fe Hammer ith Palais, It is too big = too like a barn, Whatplaces ota 
tt you ‘peen to?(Obs_ tells him). The Peckham Pvilion « that’s not what 
you call a dance hall(Meaning it’ was ract Ve)» 
years old I think yes, The naaarenth Palais: was @ dance hall on 
Arnistice Day I know that. Yes this ‘is the = ee hes Londons 


(Goes for bus) 


‘De It is attractive to a ciliate The attreetian is ree ; ’ in 
It is not a very big front, The two shops beside it spoil it $00. 

the front were made wider it would be better < ra bout the same as 
the Betis casas » not quite so big as that ees 2 : 


This place is abo! 
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| SF 14 tl 

te Lor ‘ivcehillaws Locarno. Agile XI Zl 5.2639 
|. 3S contd) 

} “pushed back a little farther, That box is like a cigarette kiosk, It 
'. gtops crowding: id though, Different coloured lights instead of al 
‘white wohld be better too, on that shelte~ there, ¥eu-#ind-mes4—p. 

» You find most places cliquy though these dayS. I go to the dancing so 
* gwheol there once a week but I have only been in the ballroom three 
times, I didn’t like the people there, 

- B. (Didn't answer) 


a) i Ie 9 SO Mi dd. . 
“1 4. I don*t find it attractive in the least. I have no interest in the 
- Leearno at.all, For one keen On dancing I suppose it is sufficiently 
attractive but it isn’t for mp. 
2, (Didn't answer this) 


te Lelt is certaihly attractive enough for the type of person who goes i) 
there, For a 1/6 dance hall it has a good outside. 

2 Well I sujypose Lt should it. should beadvertised well outside = with 

the name of the band, The people who go to palais are the best type of 

(| dancers and look for the band I suppose. They could also advertise wha! 

‘|, cabaret they are showing inside, | 


I6. 6 @6 Middle 

i.e Yes it is all right. But it is not important is it? It is the ins 
id. that matters I should thinks, 

2. iI don't dance so I couldn't say. 


LV 9 35 Middle (with I6) 

i. Yes it is attractive with all. the lights and things. 

2— Well I haven't given it much thoughts It is all right if you are 
kean- on dancing, I am but I never get a chance to do any these (aySe 
18. 6 20 Middle, 


i, I have never been in. It could do with a little more seks white 
og and some black. Something on the style of the Astoria dowm the 
oad » A bit more of «a streamline finish, - 
can't think of anything special. 


19. J 20 Working 
Le It is acing, a haven't Byuiies oe ao aa 


\ ast. 1 mpes vo 


in. I Liked it theres It was ; 
cant a _ ALVEDEs ving, net one of these 


* 815 — 
xt¢rior interviews, Locarno. AH xt 21 Sele BD 


i. The lettering on top = *Locarno’ «+ is very attractive, If the bo-w 
affair were inside the doors it would be ebtes better. You would see 
‘inside the building fh a bit then. 

2 They should let the public know what is going on, The more they 
‘see outside the more tempted they are to go in. 


21. 0 25 Workin. (with 20} 


i. The actual entrance is not attractive is it? The lighting is all 
right though, 


Exterior Interviews, Locarno, by He — 1342439 
Gg - &-%O Law Pm AA 
I. 9 co mtdate 2 10~ & ( [18 ats ies 
T. It ig one of the attractions of the neichbourhood. But I've often thou — , 


gnt thet Stree.ham was an enterprésins and attractive suburb. We were only 
talkine about that the other dav and we mentioned the Locarno. The building 
in itself is not much. But you would say in passing 'Oh there's tne Locarno. | 

2, I couldn't tell you a bit. You have come to the wrong one I'm afraid. 


I simplv don't know. 


— TT ee “+ ~ 


O 50 Working 


N 
> 


Te The lighting brichtens it up. It shows up better at night. You can't : 
realiy pass an opinion in daylight ean you? eli here's my bus. | 


36 O 40 “Middle 


40 I. ‘ell it looks like the Locarno that's all. I think it could be bright&r| 
It could do with a coat of paint of something. ¢ don't know why we have it | 
here in Streatham at all. it's all right for a Jews plaecee It looks = well | 
I won't say common - but as though crowds go there, | 

2. I've no idea really. : 


A. 0 25 Middle. aes 


Ie It's not an arthitectural beauty, [t doesn't draw tne crowd WE Welite 
It coesn't look as though it costs the £60,000 to bulid that f oelieve it 
cost. “ha is only rumour mind vou.! can't say for certain. 1 don't wait to 
be stuck up or nvything but one does want to aiiend to the sort of peopie 

one gets in o es district. Thev get too many Hast Enders down here in char 
abanes. It was cuite select when it first opened. , 

2e Well it should be distinguishe d, I can't say flow, They used to have 
special attractions outside. They had one or two members of the band piay-~ 
ing outside once ~ before they had the paybox there. They also had a Mech- 
aniecal man walkine up and down outside. That was some years ago now. Live oO. 
only been in shout three times since it opened. 


= fadccHp = 


cs 
Te it is very attractive. I like ite Tnaev spend a lot on ite fhe get 

crowds there you know. Tt is a good attraction. They have good bands and. a 
SZesood shows. The: get plenty of Jews there. They have got a name for that bu 
_ it doesn't seen to stop the people going there, all the same, It is nice to |- I 

go in the cafe and wateh the dancing - if your interested in that sort of 
thing. One can watch the fashions there. You zet blonces and brunettes - 
all sorts, | | 

2. It should be attractive, but I've not thought about it really. 


6s 0 45 Middle ae e 
| AtSt, It's not very bright. I do like the Astoria. If it were like that it 
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he O 40 Ambulance Driver. 


LeWell you have asked me about something about whieh I know a little. You 
_ ®ee I do scenery for stage plays as a hobpy,. ™'ve Gone thwvee plays recently 
' < don't think this is good at all. The shops upset th4 balance for one thin, 
r JI wouldn't light it that way either. It shouid be iit from the insi&® and 
from the top. Ths box there is an eyesore too, It spolls it, for there is a 
_ lovely door there, That newspaper fellow (Man standing outside seiling news 
| Papaers) takes about 25% of the value off it. That eanopy isn't nice either, 
| It don't blend withthe rest. Looks as though it is a bit stuck on. fhe shops 
swamp the building «end the dance place looks secondary to them, If I were 
Gltering that I would have an entrance each side and a window where that 
Geor is, so that you coul see the people as they crossed over to met each | 
other dressed up in their evening eclotaes. Girls in evenins: frocks arc always | 


| @n attraction. The shops couid be biended in more, Of course they probably 
' lower <2e overhead e penses, but fT always toink that they should have the 
doors ieadinde back to the shops. It taxes the imporvance off it otherwise. 
2s No I don't think there ousht to be ahy spetial design for a dance place 
tT | 


Re O 40 Ambulance driver with 7 


Le They ought to taxe the shops away aud have the pa&ydox outside put insid€, j 
They could hava a pavbox each side where the shops are Mow, one Mase, one Ff 
female, and they gould ‘nect in the middie. 


9. O 50 Midcéle 


Ie I itive jusy¥ on the corner there. (Points to corner of road nearly op. 
where there are three storey, of flats above the shops). 1 don't kiuow imch 
about it but my daughters go there. they could tell you more «bout it than 
I could. One got a snap of it from that top room. She was standing baek by 
the door too. Got the roof and everything’ and a4 bus coilsg cliong. .U was 
very good - everyone said so, Just an ordinry box camera &@ govud ones IT 
seemp all risznt to me. There is plenty of light about it. Mey caiu't nave 

. amy more can theve 
Ss T don't think it should (be different). I don't know mich avout ite You 
Want to ausackle my daughters © out tiate 


°° 
| 
-—— 


IO. 0 50 Workiag 
cole That don't interest me at ali my lad. It's right out of iy Jine altoget 
| Rer. My opinion of it is.that it's a brothel, 


Ile 0 45, Midcele 

Ie Without a doubt it is very vivid. T at neon is vivid, there is no quest 
ion about it. I don't thick mich of the paybox outside there. It looks very 
eheaps Looks like a hoiiday at a fair, It only wants 4 couple of giris eut- 
gide and there vou are. It is the lighting that makes it. 7 j 
Bs No» They have evrything = lighting, name of the band, special attraction | 
Ep tried anything else it would lower the tone of it, But ths paybox Is | 
th yee | thing I have against it. But the neon lighting looks very nice. ‘ 
| As a bulldi ¢ it is very nice. As nice as any round here, the gaumont and 
| those. As a man in the street that is what I think. 
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I. Looking at it as you cone from here along by the florists it is quite 
ajl right. But they could have d one something up above. ‘Locarno' d esn't 
convey anything. It is something on the continent I t ink. The3 ht as 
well have called it 'The dance fall'. The grub inside is awful - 3rd rate 
Mecca stuff. But the place is marvellous inside. There was nowhere like tha 
to go to that was respectable when I was a girl. It is nicer than the hall 
in Blacknoo *l or the one i _ TeOeMs. It is lovely insidc. The pela or “ 


well t 


hat gives them those 
have a couple of palms out tgide ° 
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pretty awful 


they r Might 
L outside 


really. But the outside doesn't convey mich to the class of people who go 


there, They go to dance, 


I. Shouldn't say it was very attractive. Such a place as the Streatham Hil 
/ Theatre is what ym want for eye) 

: 2e If they want to attract the public I should say yes. An attractive app=- 
> = @arance drwaws the people. But if you suggest anything it is the money part 
that stops ite You have to find that. The Gaumont is not very attractive. 
There are IOI things I could sugscest they didi to it but I haven't time to 

think them out now. 
196 6 60 middle 
I. Not interested in dancing but it loks all right. 
2e No more than any other building should have distinctive features. I sup 
pose tha every building has to have some mark to bring it forward to the 
public. 
206 y 30 middle 
Ie I dont go dancing. I'm a stranger here. I dont think that attractive -n 
not t alle | 
2. Well its no good my voicing an opinion. 
2le 7 50 middle 
Ie It is not attractive. 
2e I dont think you can distinguish it. It is too flat. It wants to come o 
out more. We're not speakingon the radio I hope are we? (Laughs). 
22. © 25 middle. (Daughter of 213) 
_ Ie I like the entrance. But I don't like the girl in the box. She id too 
heavily made up. 
2 Oh yes. But they have dancing on the outside, 
236 6 35 Working 
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-. lie. But of course they haven't a very big frontag 


- there. It is quite nice for a small frotage. 
24 
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449 AcHe 
“ é 45 working. 


I3 42.39 
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57 


I, It is certainly attractive.The lignting is certainly attractive. I thin\< 
ey could have more in the way of billing and publicity though. For exampl 
an Green and his Band! Tha” y conveys enough to the public. If they 

could have big lettering in lights on the top advertising the band there 
week it would be better. I think the shops outside are artistic. But it 
could be brightened up above the pye . 

Be It certa should. It is their stock i:. trate like the cinema, See . | 

‘Norma Shearer = Marie Antoinette’ on the Gaumont there. That tells you what > 

they do. But there they avent « It isnt displayed enough to the pub 


e to do anything with 


_ 9 20 Middle. 


e it is (attractive) re « It is as 
this is quite all right. Do you mind 
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256 9 30 Middle 


Ie Not mich. It used to be nice. It had more lighting then. It doesn't look 
so bright. | | 


26. 9 30 Middle (with 26) 

Ie It has rather a cheap appearnce. 
276 0 40 Mid@le 

Ie I wouldn't call it attractive. I'm in the building trade. No more than 
I'd call that cinema there attractive. They want something that is standin 


out more. It is plastered over with too many signs. You often get a really 
good désign obliterated with neon and posters. Take the Astoria for 


Le. 
That is quite a nice building. They had a good architect for that job = but 
they have completely spoiled it with plastering neon si all over the front 
There is no need here for that top sign ‘Dancing, Catering, Variety’. a 

2. Certainly. That could be taken for a cinema. They want an ultra moder 
type of building - something like Pullman Court (A block of flats hightr -up 
the hill). “he Odeons are a good example. Do you know the ‘Dreamland’ in 
gate? That stands out very well. There are several ddcent buildings about 32 
t look at the Hammersmit Palais - disgraceful. There are no decent ones I. 


here (i.e. dance halls). I do a lot of dancing myself but it is mainly at to 
a hails and the like. The new Lambeth Town Hall in Brixton have a lovely a 
h . | 4 
You know I t ink dancing is spoiled now by letting people go on the floor 
i,j their ordinary shoes. I. 
The two shop fronts spoil this too. You want something outstanding other a | 
than electric signs. They s.ould cut out all the windows and have say some= 2 
thingin black marble. If that were one solid biack mass with only the entr | 
ance showing it would s and.out. | 34. 
aoe is too mich lighting these days. Look at the Streatham Hill Theatre | ¢ 
tnheree : 
I've not been in here. It is full of East Enders. They run Charabancs here. to. 


I'm not a snob of course. But I should imagine it is rairly clique. They hav 
people from the East End here on Sunday. There is no tip top hall in Londoh. ( 35 
They are mostly old pre-war halls, There is no smart buliding other than I 

this. The “bulk of the ene | is done at the Town Halls. That one at Brixtn 
has a lovely hall. Something like the Odeons would do fine. But it is the | 36 
band that is the first thing. It doesn't mtter a jot about the outside real 
26e mn't mind the outside. But I certainly believe that an attractive 
Pees custom. You will buy your sweets from the shop that looks nicest won 
you | 


28 « ? 25 Middle. 


Is It looks quite nice. I've never given it a thought. It looks quite nice 
with the flowers. It looks nice and inviting. | 

2. I've never given that a thought. Once I've been in that's all that counts: 
It should look iting I think, ) £ 


- I & 
He 
; < ~ 
4 e i 
OT iat | : ma 
¥ Ge ; 
ai) yy 
I az 
¥ ‘ 
ee! 9 : ’ 
te +4 x ; ’ 
S 
me : 
fie : v7 2 
ry . - ee ee “ 


ly 


+* 


told you more. 


| live here, so I don't think mech about it reakly. I think a flashing sign 
| would be better like the Astoria or the Geumont, 
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29 ? 30 Middle. 


Ie I*ve never though about it mich. I suppose that it really could be made 
more attractive bat I don’t know how. What appeals to one doesn't to another. 
I think the Astoria ds very attractive. The windows spoil this. The Streath 

Hill Theatre is nice. This is not bright enough. 

Ze NOs 


BO. } as médedte Working 


Ie I'm not interested in dancing to that extent. Yes I think it is rather 
attractive. It is not overdone, It is just all right as it is. 


Sle 6 60 Middle 


Ie It is attractive enough as it .is» Do you mean the lights? I don't think 
they could improve it.a lot. 


ee ee ee ee : 
-~a-etnelar | 

2. That's got ‘Dancing, Catering,Variety, and I suppose it's all right. 
Quite an attractive sign that is anyway. 


32 6 35 Middle 
IeIy as a resident of Streatham, object to the hall. That is all I'm prepared 
to says 


33. 0 40 Middle 
Ie I've never really thought about it. It has the appearance of @m ing into 


a cinema. 
2e Something should be differeht but I can't Say what. 


| 84. : 6 40 Working. 


Le It is not as good as the Geumont. If it had been my a pub I might have 


35.6 | . 25 middle 
Is For my part I just don't like that box in the front. Tha 's all. 
366 | 6 25 middle 
Ie Not icualrly (attractive). I prefer a modern building. Something a 
bit b ter, with plenty of bright Lights. | 
2e The ligh I think (should be didtinctive). If they had "Dancing" up 


abovese One w 
th 
ev 


think that eatering was the chief thing from that sign. IF _ 
had decent lighting it would be spfficient. After all it's more m : 
pastime than a daytime one, 

37. | 6 20 Middle 


Ie I've never thought about it. I don't often pass here. Though I used to 
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37( Contd) ) 

2. You might take this to be a cingsga at first gince. The chap you want, 1 

to ask has just gone alongin that ear. He is mad on dancing. I do very little. - 

be 

a 

386 ? 25 Middle. (2 children) ee 

WwW 

~ Yes I think it is a nice attractive budlding. You can see that it's ie 

theres : C 


2. I don’t know. It could do with something. It looks like a picture house, 
The pay box and the board outside does it. 


39. 4 35 Middle 


Ie No it is too glaring. It really makes the ph:ce look cheapere than it 
really ise They should subdue it a bite People who see that are under the . 
impressio . that it it is one of those places where you can anything. 

2. There is no necessity for it (to be dist idhed). The plainer it is 
the better. A little white stonework would be beneficial. Anyone looking at 4¢ 
that doesn't know whether they are going to a picture house or what. 


40. 6 20 M, ame 


I. The L_carno is outstanding. The majority of dance walls 
small neo sign, but that is all. I play in a band and it is rising how 
you have to look up and down a road and then find some poky little hole. | 
And even though t is is well lit for a dance hall, look at the Streatham s 
Hill Theatre. If the hall is noce to look at the people will think itis mi § 47 
ne inside. I think dance halls could do with a lot of brightening up every 

ere. Bl 

I play three nights a week. There are seven of us . 6 of us play an instru th 
ment each and the seventh plays anything. I'm the seventh. If the pianist Pr # 

tk 
is 


might have a em 


Wis ill I play the piano. If the drummer is ill I play the drums, If the sax 
_ the sax. And I do a bit of crooning as well. All of us are semi-pros s0 we 
don't take it seriously. | 


er. . 9 20 working (with a child) a 


I. Well f om the outside its attractive.I'm afraid I've ho criticisms. I 4¢ 
don't. know much about them, ie 
2. Well they don't want to look like a shop or anything. 


a. 6 50 Middle 


I. Certainly as far as the illumi nation is concerred it would attract 
peopel. The florist one side of it makes a good show. 


— 486 9 20. Working “i 
‘Ie I don't think it is attractive. It could be more elaborate than all tho | 
those s postes things | Aad 
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le. if you are in the mood for dancing and 


of thing. 
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44. O 25 Middle. 


| Ie It doesn't look too bad. It has miety and light. It has a lot of appeal 
| gahety. I don't dance myself a lot b 
put it does make me want to. 


_ @e Yes in a way. It does put one moer on the mood. The lights bring to your 
mind what it is. Take that t eatre there. One does assocaite bright lights 


i 
a 


with gaiety. 
“45. 6 50 Working 


: 
} o . 


I. I don't know meh about it or @urse, becat e I dont dance. You get all 


@lasses there and it is not the place you would let your children go to, I 
Gon't let my daug ters go there. Chaps only go t ere to mss about with girls 


i know because some of the young chaps in our place talk about it and it's 


all — go for. But the outside appearance is not at all bad. | 
| = Decidély. People aught to know what it is. ‘Locarno’ doesn't mean any~ 
t Ne 


46-6 d 50 M,ddle. 


i. It's attractive and brightly lit up. The florist's show gives a good 


row of flowers and the library of books for home consumption. Flowers and 
books ~ what can you have more? And in the centre the entrance to a good 


night's entertainment. 
2e Well it stands higher than the other buildings on each side of it and 


the wording and the lights on the canopy show it up. 
ails 6 25 wo king. 


I. I suppose it could be brightened up. The flowers and the book shop spoi! 


the entrance. I don't know what the place at the top is (referring to the 


studio of the school of daneing). It is poorly lit to attract pwople. But 


- the sign in neon is good. I suppose they can't make alterations on it as it 
is a public building. The li ghting is good below. I suppose if t e had any 


- lights between it would spoil the effeet at the top. | 
2. Well it should be much the same as an invitation to ‘come inside’ sort 


49. 6 25 uiadle. 
Ie The lighting is good when they have that blue thing flashing. 


ially 
2. Well a place 1ik4 this is so well known, It has been here a good many 
and is known all over London. I have lived here 22 years and eve only 
rely about 3 times. | | 


50-6 ? 20 Working. 


I. Yes (attractive) to a certain extent. 
2. It should stand out more than other places. 


| O2t a 
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5le 9 30 middle 


Ie The ligh certainly catches the eye. I don't like idea of the ° 
Also the my desk. The flower shop is not too bad. It is in keeping. But 


not the book shop. 7 
2e Well it is nice to see it all. If you wait here till Sat. night all the 


East End will come here = charabane loads of it. 
52. 6 20 Middle | 


I. The posters are very good. That is my trade and I often copy them as a 
matter of fact. They are very good. The foyer is neat. It is suitable to 


the class of building. 5A. 
2. It should be showy. Most cinemas are showy You want something bright 

and colourful. I. 
53. 6 45 Middle 

Ie At night the light itself is an attractiom. But as it is open in the | 
daytime as well - as I believe it is = & has to have more than that, But 24 


it is not so for it is ri next door to a cinema and a theatre. Unless they 
know it there is nothing in the daytime to show that it is the Locarno, 

2. If they don't want to come un'er competition ce (Have distinguish - 
ing appearance) I have had an idea fir a long time about this place - that 
is that they should have a loud speaker outside relaying the dance music 
of the band. I don't know wh ether they would.be allowed, I don't think te 
would. It is not necessary at night but it would be s in the pan, foes e 
Everyone knows the Locarno. It looks like a age li ouse. Parti ly 
with those display photos. You wouldn't really know ite 

I am 8 rather a lot, but I had IS years in the theatrical business 
on the menagerial side - in the Prince of Wales shows. I had a lot to do 
with the outside attractions therefore. Both down here and in the provinces. 
and te lieve me up there they are mighty hard to please. You have to know 
your people. Oh “te I was in Liverpool and had a lot to do with the Empire, 5€ 
A fine place that. 

Ther is noth here to distinguish it from a picture house, during the 
daytime. The name is good enough. And that entrance, That is very like other 
cinema entrances. The Empire in Leicester has exactl: the smme qmtrance wit 
the box in the middle, 

They could have the word'tdancing'under the paybox. There is nothing to 
tell you what it is when you are passing on that side, although of course I 5° 
know. I sometimes take the wife and kiddy ins The kiddy palys in the nu rger 
whilst we hav a cup of coffee. It is very nice but unless you know that you ’ 
ean do that there is nothing to tell yous T ey could illuminate the box |. 
from the bottom. They could lve somet on the other sid if the road too- 


I even now when I am along have difficul y in remembering where to | 
get off the tram. I seats Cae y they don't have an ar ment with the 
Transport Board to have notic s on the lamp posts - like 'Alight here fob. 
the Locarnot, just as they have'Alight here fe the whatever it is’. | dice 
I used to m here when at first opened years » I don't remember the |. 
_ shops then. They think the word "Locarno" is good enough. But in the daytime) 
it is nothing. They could make a lot of use of the space there. During the 
daytime - I don't know if it copywk@he = the could have one of those rw 


} } : ; c . Dit ey ce ae bt aeri ty a es ° 
byt Gx" hy es ‘ : a ee : + : > Fae . r te ‘ oS nae Pe * at ved fee es ~ AF a ee yeah beh Le on ae fe Ry NaS See 
. seats, “3 vite i di es at, ; ¢ . . Oy tes een ave. DR A th. Re as : . a FE tye eae Re: : 
a 5 2b ‘ tae F - Eke _*. : 1 ’ betsy ' Es : > oo 4 « Ly me kk ae SOG w x OT Oy ba ee) Pe aaa % id ‘ % ipa ey 
- - ity oo P » : bead 2b mf o ages? a a ‘ ; - By Pr eey Sete : p ; y Gta ee ys ji. A - j vf GS vas & i> Set? Ree Paes 2 Tee Ss as eee he ae he “Me va 
dpi tk ak sa RRS CR ea . ah ean ¥ ye FG ang ia ese na: Sil eS CRBS Railok ily Be Sa Bae OE ae & ort 


Foto 


i 
2O 2 —_ 
| Exterior interviews. Locarno. kG Xt Z2[ 22089 


8 like the Odeon have. They have posters of dancing but to my way of 

ng you have to ram it down there throats. “hy not a notice at the 
Station there. ‘Turn right - or left as t e case may be = for the Locarno’, 
Or *The Lo@rne 50 yards. ' 
People are hard to please especially in the provinces. 
From the point of view of daytime attraction there is no 
eye - and you have to do it. The shops each side Pe ite If I we e in 

arge I would clean them out of the shops and utilise that space. I'd have 

it so that the ballroom could be seen from the road. As it is it is all 

right for those who know the Locarno but I sould let them see that it is d 
dancing thab is held there. At night there is nothing. 


54s ? 35 Middle 


Ie It always seugms pretty lively on a Saturda:. I suppose it is attractive 
but it is very plain. 
2e I don't know, though I suppose not really. I think tha it is as well as 
it could be. They ht have a commissionaire outside, They could have ferns 
and plants on the bal@ny. It is the inside that matters and it had a pretty 
good entrance hall, 


55 é 20 “i ddle 

I, It is hard to say. It is not attragtive. It is too meh in common with 
wdinary shop lighting. There is no distinction about it. One can go from 
here to Brixton and see red neon everywhere. As a matter of fact you should 
| have asked @ in a tew weeks. I have just had my fourth lesson there. I had 
. and heard a lot about dancing and thought that it was about time I took, 

t% UDe : 

Ze No nothing - unless there was a special ecernival. It would mke it look 
like a place where you went to lave a good time with the boys and not a placdg 
where can go to dance. It is not much different from the Gaumont,. I } 

thought you wees Brian Michey or someone at first (grins). 


56-6 } 25 Working 


Ie It is attractive. The electric light signs are attractiv . 

Z4 I don't like the brick work especially. They cou have something that 
would show better. | 

2s It might be by a poster = with a picture off someone dancing, 


57 ee: _ Middle 45 


Ie I dont know what to think, They lmve that box in the wrong place. It 
obscures the entrance. A stranger who doesn't know would not know what went 

on there. They get plenty of Jews and Jewesses cliqued there. When I used - 
go that was. They got a very mixed crowd. It is not so now I belagy pins F 
%o Dances like the P Jones get them on the floor, But I think they ld k 


keep liquor out of the halls. It spoils it. eldest daughter when she 
goes 


that hits the 


that happens is very upset. I think it should be stopped. 
I2 (Deughter of 57) 


rey 
‘ V ’ 65% 
P, yh) aso 
7 Wu as bn wi < 


have to pay a shilling to go downsbairs. 
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59. + 45 Middle 


Ie It catehes the eye as you pass. Upstairs is rather dull. 
2. I've no idea. 


60- | b 50 Working. 


I, Well they are certainly attracted by here. We get lots inour mrage 
coming here from all over London. The police tell us that jr are quite 60 
respectable. I've never been in myself. It is not showy eno for most of 

the people especially the top(it looks more like flats). But the entrance 
is not so bad. 

2. It should be distinguished in some way from other buildings. 


6Ie. 0 35 Working. 


I. It is attractive in a way. The lighting giv s it an effectiev look. It 
is mach better since they had the paybox i front. : | 

2. No. But here the library and the flower shop take up ail the front and 
% looks patt of them. 


1302039 


626 6 50 Working. 
Ie I've nothing to say about them. Dancing doesn't interest me. 
636 6 35 Middle 


I. I don't think mich of it, I don't like the idea of the paybox there. It .- 
gives it a cheap and tawdry appearance expecially for Streatham which is su 


supposed to be high class (laughs). i 
2e Well you don’t want to classify them like Temperance Billiard Halls = 124 


Sby their app arance ye shall know them'(Lau_hs). The girls are attractive. 
It always beats me how they get such pretty girls for so little money. But 
actually it is noce when you get inside. The Gaumont had a good front for a 


public hall. But here with that box there your partner had to wait outside 
while you fumble for your money. 


G4, | 6 60 middie id 


I. It doesn't look too bad. I'm not a dancing fellow myself. I've never bec 
inside but it looks quite decent. | 


7 


65 d 25 Working. 
Ie No I wouldn't say. Well you can see for yourself can't you? 
66. Q 50 middle | 


AtSIe NO. I call attraction a place lake the Astoria. I te lieve they have md _ 
‘rouble here. I believe there is a club. 


 “@» Well it isn't only a dance hall. It is a variegy and club combined. 
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| Shops spoil it. If | od 


T2. 2 — 
Exterior interviews. Locarno. AeHe 


67>» 9 25 middle 
Ie Now I dont like the policeman outside. 
686 9 60 Middle 
Ie It shows people very plainly where to go if they want dahcing. 
69. 6 30 Middle. 


Ie The place os a scourge on the neighbourhood. It spoils Streatham. I've 
been here I5-I6 years. I can't see anything attractive about it. It's just 


; 


a cheap place to me, that's all. 
2e You can tell it's a dance place with the neon. It doesn't want much ady 
ertisment. Most people know where the Locarno is. 


W<« | 9 20 M+ddle 


Le No its not attractive. It looks rather cheap, I don't think I'm the 
Only one that thinks so.Far smiller halls inNorbury have far nicer dance 
places than this. 

2e It should be quiet looking and should have a lounge. 


Tle d 25 Middle 
- _Denttag Pry VerLety} 
Ss tmere, it rye OM Light 


Le It's effective. It tells the whole sto 
It. Mentions the band.It says someones bnd 
and @¥.gays I don't go dancing. Neither does my young Keo h°re@e 


Ie Oerso I have never been inside,.It = rs but there is not 
much pretty about it. : 
2e Not MIR ENERTE Ay 


73. 6 65 Middle | 
- I, It never appeals to me. I think it is attractive for yo people. I uste 


to dance a lot but I think it is more attractive now. There is more enter 
tainment now in dancing than there used to bg. 


The | d 26. Middle 
I. It's not particularly attractive. Well here! S mm bus. 
1. 6 35 working. 


Ie I think it looks ve B SESTOStEY ts Den't you? It is ae attractive up 
tom a » It is v elow, The two — 


pillars iv may be fant 
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16. 6 35 middle 


Ie I'm always interested in watching the dance 
nice. They Inve boasted of Alan Green a lot hte 
light in the top bay there. | 
2. That is phkin enough.'Dancing'. I work in Kew and it's known over there 
very well. 


Ie Nothing at ali. I have been.to UseSeA. and in my opinion it looks like 
a little cinema stuck out in the country somewhere mich as you'll see in 
Cormwall. Well here's my bus. 


a 9 f 30 middle 


x1 Li I5eaag 


lessons there. It is quite 
« I'd like to see more 


, } 


~~ 


Ie It looks attractive. Don't you think so? But it's too Jewy. You are lik 
a stranger in your own country. That's why you dén’t go. Ifg's a Jews’ parad- 
igeon a Sunday. You have to belong to the club to get in. 

2. I don't know. I couldn't say. It does look nice with all those lights. 

Most of the dance halls are tucked away and you have to look for them, 


79-6 b 35 middle 


Ie It looks cheap. It looks as though it hag been prepared for Butlin'é 
holiday camp. You know them don't you? It is nice inside and the outside 
| doesn't do it credit.The police outside spoil it.It's commercialsed to what 


it used to be. 
80. ? 30 middle 


Ie It siis quite impressive, But it is hard. When we first went there ther 
wagn't that biox outside like that. 


Si. 6 20 Middle 


Ie.It is no attractive. It is not a good show. The shops spoil it. It is. 


soplain. 
2 It: should have some distinguidhing featuer. But don'} ask = to say whate 


82. | 0 20 middie 
Te It is not attractive. The Gaumont is nicer. 


ly it is a monstrosity. It is totally in ke 


enjoyment of the working chass, gaudy and chasp. That's all artes allowed 
by e economic tem to enjoy. ; 


There is no erning faetor. It depends on the economic factor, and 
the people who own and control the means. ; 
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88- 6 30 mba@ke Working. 


B9e : ? 30 ‘orfing. 


906 | Y 20 Working. 


“i We or eg a ay 


xt 2 1302039 


? 20 Middle. 


Le i'm not v ery struck, I don't think it is vay lively. It only lights 
from the top. 


2e It looks rather like a cinema. Another lot of lighting would do. 
85. 6 20 middle. 


Ie It is certainly outsiding. You cam't help but notice @hat it as you 
stroll along. It is quite nice, You don't sec a lot of hahgers on outside. 
&. As long as its attractive it is all right. 


86. - ? 25 Working 


I It's attractive. It's a nive place. 
2¢ It should stand out a bit. 


87. ee 9 25 Working 


Ie It's attractive. 
2. It should be attractibvg. 


I. It hadn't crossed my mind yet I stop and look across at it ev nighte — 
I don't think it attractively lit myself. A dance hall with the hi standard 
of dancing that they have there should te spectacular, They all should have — 
some spectacular sign so that you could say there is the Loc mmo without se 
seeing the building. On Sat. they had a cheap night and put it rt 
on 4 mys 
passing a place like that would say - dregs for a start'. I'm nol 
good eno for there.{ I thought you were Syd Walker (grins). I've not been 
to a dance for IO years. For three years I never missed a night. It's a | 
a exercise. I would start again only I don’t like to make a show of 
MySe@ile 


oard outside. That was a good ida. I thoughte People like 
ev 


Ie It is not very attractive. It's all right inside but outside no. They 
used to have a land inside when the paybox was not there. 
2. It's all the rage = dancing, 


ie It is sige og nice. “t is reallty plain. Nothing very bright. It is Like 


"2s They are Soneliy lighted up mére. There is more excitement about a 
dance hall. 
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Ol- O 36 middle German. | 0: 
7 


I. I'm foreign - a German, They are different from the halls on thecontinen 

They have straight up and down lineslike th e Odeon cinemas here. There is | 

more life in the streets than here, | Of 
Im Germany the dance musiv is all sweet and no swing. I personally prefer 

» but we are not allowed to do it there. 

With this hall if you come up this way it does not show up mich. : ) 

9@.In Germany the people: go acci@ently to dance. They do not set out with ee 

the intention of dantiie. The dance halls are mire cosy in Germany than here. | 


ff 
92. O 50 middle. 


Ie It is Mig Fg ne pling but as I am in busihess round here I don't think . 
ee < t bright light eanopy on the outside is bad from anelectricia§ 
po OL ViGWe 

2. Well they generally are as far as I @m see. It is not like a picture 
place. It is not tall enough. Bet, penesns beneat: the a you couldn't 
tell what it was without ascert » The two shops and that pill box in 

the middle =- well you coul n't say t+ it was. Wherever you go you have g 
got a vestibule. It is difficult to tell. It is known as the Locarno all 
over London. If they were say all built the same - say in a half moon sh 
you wouldn't have to know what it was. You would see the shape and know i 
was a dance hall. 


93. 0 35 middle 


Ie Yes I think it's attractive. | | 
2. It's cot a hall inside. You can't see mich of the place inside, | 


IeNot verye Not thought about it. It is not bright enough. Really I mist ge . 
this bus. | 
| O5¢ | } 50 working. 


I. Can't think mich of it. 
2. It should be mbre attractive. 


— 96. 9 50 (Wife of 95) 


Ie It could be brightened upstairs. 
2eIt should te more attractive. 


97 4 265 middie. 


_ Ie It doesn't matter # out the outside, If dance you'll go in. It 
not really attractive. The entrance looks cold. It doesn't sem ent 


2. Perhaps it s hould have a porch so that the people could walk in. The ide@ 
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of the booking office outside is bad. One should get inside and pay when 
you ‘ve got there. 


| 986 J 25 Postmai. 


Ie I don't go in for dancing. But they certainly make it attractive with > 
- the lighting, the pay box, and the dress of the girls. | 
Be Yes. Zn ordinary way people would go by and not give it a second glance, 


00. 6 20 mbddle 


Ie It is rather attractive. 
2. It seems well known round Streatham, 
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Analysis of Uxterior Interviews, Locarno Aclle 
Y3- 9-2 


I43 people were questioned, of which 83 were men and 60 women. 
Of the Men 29 were betweeh the ages of 20«30(inclusive) 
54 * over 30, 


Of these between 20-30 IO wrer working class, the vest middle 
r ? Over’ 30 17 ? t As ? ? 1 


Of the women I was under 20 (aged I2 middle) 
29 were 20630 inclusive (II working, 26 middle) 
22 over 30 (2 working, 20 middle). 


The two questions were not asked of all. The general question 
I. What do you think about the,outside of this building 7? 
appearance 
was asked all. When they appeared puzzled or nervous they were 
encouraged by the additional "Do you think it is attractive or not?" 


Following analysis is for the replie given to this question, 


Nathxe of replies givene 
Thought building generally attractive. Men 3i. Women IS. 
Of these among the men 
Working. 20—=30 (4)Over30 (4) 
Middle 20830 (I4) Over 30 (9) 
Of the women age 
Working. 2030 (3) Ovex 30 (I) 
Middle 20-30 (4) Over 30 (5) 


Thouzht the building generally unattractive Men 35, Women 27 
Venn Working 20#30 (5) Over 30 (3) 
Middle 2@<830 (I9) Over 30 (ITI) 


Women Working 20-30 (I) Over 30 (0) 
Mhbddle 20630 (23) Over 30 (I3) 


Doubtful Men 9. Women 9 


Men Working Over 36 (2) 

Middle Under 20 (I) 20850 (5) Over 30 (TI) 
Women Working 20<$0 +3 

(iiddle 20830 He Over 30 (3) 


Thought lighting generally good Men 18 Women IO. 
Men Working 20«30 15 Over 30 (3 

Middle 20830 (7) Over 30 (4 

Women Working 20#30 (I) Over 30 (I 

Middle 20830 (6) Over 30 (2 


Thought lighting generally poor, Men I7. Women 7 
Men Working 20«30 (4) Over 30 (2 
Mdddle 20-30 (9) Over 30 (2 


Womelt Spanias 20850 {I 
ue Widdle 20030 (4) Over 30 (2) 


* 
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Analysis «f exterior interviews. Locarno 
Specific Criticisms of the building. W is Working class 
M " Middle " 
Nature of criticism. Number Grouping. 
Total.men,women, Index 20, B6—-30. Over SO 
(8 Frontal appearance. 
I,Looks cheap. 6 4 2. - TI Man(M) 3 men(m) 
2 Women ()i) 
2. " £xxplain I I I man(li) 
Se " # «dowdy I I Girl I2() 
4. " gaudy | ee I I vem) 
L Wom(h 
5"Arthitectural I I I mantil 
Monstrosity" 
6.Brieck work looks 
dull. I I I wom(2) 
7.Windows spoil it. I I I Wom(M) 
8.Liked for simplicity I I 7, wom(1i) 
9,Needs some black and ; | 
white marble, I 1 I man(}) 
I0.Bottom poor. I I | I oe | 
II.Looks like a ciniea 6 3 3 L man(M) 2 nial i wom(ii 
: 2 woml(M 
: L2.Doesn't look like | 
: cinema I I I man(}i) 
| 13,Canopy doesn't blend 
: with rest. I I I man (ti) 
| 14.Doesn't look like 
: dance hall, z 2 I man(W) I man() 
j I5.Disliked position or 
: appearnce of payebox I5 I0 5 I man (i7) 2 men(W 
3 ne 4 men(hM 
4 wom(M) I wom(M 
| tb Liked pay=box 2 ee : I man(M) I wom(M) 
17 .Foyer neat, I I I man(il . 
: I[8,Entrance unattractivel I I man(W 
L9.Entrance looks cold I 4 T man(M 
20.Shops spoil the fromtI2 I0 2 Bmen(W) & men(W 
3 an 2 rent(M 
| 2womltit) I womtll 
2I.Liked shops there. I I I man(wW 


: xi 2 
Analysis of exterior interviews. Locarno, Al 
Specific criticisms of building (gontd) 


Number __ Groupi . 
Total, Men,Womene Under OD. 20 = Bo Over 30 


C,Lighting and Advertisment 


Ie Space between canopy and 


name needs lighting. 6.hlC«‘S I man(W) I man(W , 
| 3 men(M) I man(il | 
2- Space needs something. a ae | I man({ii 
Se Space is dull. » 2 I I man(i ' 
I wom(ti | 
4, Needs light round edge of canopy : 
Ss sg 3 men(M) 
5. Coloured lights undé:°r | 
ganopy would be better ae I man(\7) ae 
6, Needs some indication for ! 
those coming along road. $s 6 6S I man(M) I man(W 
I man( li 
7, Should advertise cabaret. I L L wom li 
8, Needs artistes names in 
lights. ee I man(M) I man(W) 
‘B®. Flashing sign whuld improve 7 
» Re I man(M) . 
I0.Top sign unnecessary. Ee I man “ 
Il. Lighting sign good. a. @ S$ men(iW) I man(W) | . 
Z men(M a 
iZelighting sign not good, L L wom(W | 
L3.Name "“Locarnp" conveys nothing : 
ya i i L my ; 
L womt{M 
I4,Might have moving belt sign 
as used in Odean cinemas, L L I man(h) 4 
15.Posters good. hea i I man(M 
I6,.Posters look cheap. eee I man(M oe, 
17, Loudspeaker outside to 
relay band would improve it. I I yi I man(M) 


{ 
4 | —_ ° 
Analysis of exterior interviews, Locarno. xi 2! 
Specific criticisms (contd) - 
Ds Numbexe Grouping 
) Total. Men. Womeng Under 20. 206=50 Over 30 
General criticisns 
Le Building badly situated. iI i | I man(li 
, 2. Building well situated, iI I I man() 
3. Needs a coupie of palms outside, 
| L i wom(it) 
+ | #e Needs some ferns in 
1 | palconys. L a T wor 1.1) 


5. Flowers in florist make 
nice addition to good 


appearance. 4 2 2 2 wom(M) 2 men({li 
6. lfeeds comnissionaire I L iL wom * 
7, Vislike policeman being 
outside, a I I L man(M 
: | L wom( li 
| 8, Don't like uniform of girl 3 Zz L T man(M) I man(W) 
in cash desk, . I wom(M 
LS 9. Liked uniform of girl 2 2 2 men(M | 
TO.Diklike make up of girl I r I wom(M 
: 
| E. Comsarison with other buildings.(All made were in favour of other buil= | 
: ding 
de Wity Streatham Hill theatre or ; 
| j 4 i i man(it | 
2. With Gaumont cinema, 5 I % men(M) I man(W) 
L man (W 
‘ | I wom(ii 
) | Se Equals Gaumont in appearance 
eo T 4 L ara (Wy 
4, With Astoria, ) me 3 2 men(M)2 womt htt 
: T wom(il 
i) 
: 
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nalysis of exterior interviews, Locarns. x 


Answers to second question, . 
"Do you think e dance hail should have any special appearance peculiar 
to itself? Do you tink it should be distinguished from other buiidings? 


Total who answered question, 38 mem. 38 women. i 
Of the men I9 were between 20+30inclusive.(5 were working; I4 middle ol 
I9 were over 30 (7 were working. I2 middle glass) 
Of the women 23 were between 20-36 inclushve(@ were working,I@ middle) 
I5 were over 30 (I was working, I4 middle) 
Suzcestions madw were as follows 


Totel Men Women Grouping 
2050 Over 30 
It should be brichter © I I Twoman(M) I man(M) | 
Should be 'gsaytor 'brizht'?2 2 2 men(M 1% 
Shovilc Look clean outside 2 2 I woman(\) IT woman( 50) 
Should be tattractive* 3 2 I I man(wW I man(W 
I worman(W) 
5, Needs plenty of lights I r I woaman(W)  Z/yi/ 
Shovild have dancing figure 
outside 2 2 2 men(W) 
7. Should have nice entrance I I I woman(M) 
8. ” " ¢Cifferent type 
of lighting. I I I woman(M) . 
9. Should look inviting 2, a I man(W) I woman(M) 
I0,Attractions should be 
advertised. 7 4. 3 2 men (li I man(W) 
I mnan(W I woman(M) 
2 women(M : 
IIleguiet looking with lounge I T I woman(M 
12, -hould be distinzuished i4 6 8 4 men(M 2 men(W 
but san't or didn't say 3 women(M I wman (M) 
howe 4 women(W 
I3,Locarno itself is all a 2 4 men(M I woman(M) 
right as dance hall, T woman(M) 4 men(iM 
I man(wW 
I4,No special design needed. 8 4 4, Pa nen 2 men(M 
I woman(M) $ women(M) 
15,Ultra modern building 
needed I y A I man(M 
I6.Special shape(4 moon) I I I man(M 
I7.Don't know, it .2 9. 2 meni 6 women(M) 
2 women (\/ 
I woman(M 
I8,Should be different but 
hadn't time to say how, I I I man(W) 
I9,Something more exciting 
needed. I I I woman () 
20,Doesn't dance so can't say? 2 I man(W 
i man(M 
2IgNot interested I I I woman(M 
22ell0 good giving her opinionI I I woman( ii 


b x] 11 R22 


Exterior Interviews. 


People were asked the following que tions. 


Ie What do you think about the outside appearance of this dance hall. 


(It they @pp 
remark "We 


eared not to understand they were prompted with the further 
1 do you think it is attractive or not?) 


 2e Do i think a dance hall should have any special appearance peculiar 
_to itself? Do you think it should be distinguished from other buildings? 


Y ; { $s s 
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m4 
[X<\ 


9630 = 10230 DeMe Cold, Dry e 3(C 
| And 
Le O 35 Lower middle. oe 


" J don't think it's very attractive. It is not too nice up there. (Meaning 


between canopy and name). thi 


Zz 2. I think they should be brighter. They could, for instance put | be 


the names there on posters in lights in the front of the building, as in the 


case of the Gaumont there, 


be 
Ze : 0 50 Lower middle a 
i. Yes I think it is attractive enough. 
2. Well it mist look nice outside. People don’t like being seen going the 
into a shabby place. Zt I know = wouldn't, It mst bé clean t00- For if it 6! 
is clean outside then it will Perens be glean inside too, I don't know st 
_ about Bhe place but I should think it would be (clean inside). That's what 
I think anyway. 
3. 630 Lower middle Be 
Ie It is very good as far as they so. It is better than the Wmbledon 
; Palais for instance, and better than the Hammersmith, But you know there th 


are plenty of things they could dod to ite I don't like the pay box outside | is 
: for one thing. It was mech better when they ahd it inside,as they did be tenes: 
2. Well I think they could ded away with those shops for one thing. I be 
know that they want to use all the waste space ~ I don't blame them ~ but 
} it would be better without them, And they could cut out all that paper ad- 
ver atic too, It looks so cheap. True they have it at the Astoria and the 
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3¢ Contd) . 


And they could put some names up in light. Alan Green for instance, they 
could stick him up in lights. He's there pretty well every week and he deg- 

erves it by now anyway. If I were given the job I think there are plenty of 

things they could do with it, but of course when I'd finished there would 

be someone who would turm round and disagree with me. Of course the troublt 

with a lot of the places is that they are so old, Hanmersmith Palais was I 
believe, a skating rink before they turned it into a dance hall. 


4. 0 25 Lower middle (With 3) 
ie I think that that pay box is awful opt there.It was much nicer when 
they had it inside ~ it is carpeted in there too.And when you get a crowd g 
going in there in evening dress they are almost queueing up. And I think thc 
way they dress ‘the girls up is awful. They look ridiculous like that. 
2. (Didn't specifically answer that and all her reply included in ove | 


Bs 6 30 Lower middle 

Ie Well it's all right. I think there is nothing wrong with it. I think 
that that lighting sign is an attraction, But I pass here so often that it 
is hard to say what I think, 

If you want my opinion on the inside I will say that there eught to 
a a bar upstairs. Unless you are dancing you wan't have a drink, And they 
charge terribly for it too. You look outside here about IO Pole ~ you can't 
tell so easily when it is anordinary night but when they are in evening 
seo 8 it is easy to pick them out ~ and you'll see lots going over to the 


profit from the stuff 
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(6 contd) 
as if it were sold at ordinary bar rate. 


2. Well I don't know really. I don't like the way that the canopy slppe> 
baek.(I"preesion conveyed by t e lights on the underside of it. There is no 
lighting rouid edge of canopy which is consequentRy invisible ct night.), 

It could do with some lighting round the edge, 


6. 0 25 (With 5 * 7) Lele 


Te Well I don't think wnitit ae ite I don't like the bottom at all. The t 
top is all right. I don't like the shops for one thing, 

2. It could be brighter, 
7. O30 (With 5 * 6) LM. 

Ie They could do wih some lighting for those windows and some round 
the edge of the canopy too. I don't know what else really. 


2. 1 don't know. 


8 6 30 = Lede 
Ie I think it's all righte It is quite attractive. 
2. (Didn't reply). 
Qe | Q 30 (With 8) L.M. 
Le LEYB/SELS/E66A/T/LPA MKS / Aon X/yous Well there's plenty of light on 
ite Excuse me there's our bus. 
0. 940 Working. 
Ie It's very good I think, don't you? But I don't like the dides (ieee 
the shops). It don't have the effect it should have. 
2e No, I'm not a dancer myself and can't say. 


0 20 Working. 


Te Well it's rather awkward. Oh yes I think it's wry attractive. I like oe 
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Il Contde 


[x] 


ite The lighting is very good. 


2. Oh I don't knows. It should have plenty of lightd@ like this and it 
it should be clean. It makes you go in then. 


12. 0 20 Wor$ing (with II) 

Ie Well I don't like that lighting signe behind the name. It mkes 
the place look cheap. The bottom is all right but I don't like tiiat. But it 
is the nicest place in Streathan,. 

2e Oh I don't know really. 

T3. 0 40 LeM. 

Ie I don't think much of ite I think the ci:.ema and theatre mech more — 
attractive. It is rather plain, Before the came it was ali right but they 
overshadow it. Yes this place has been here about 8-IO vears,. At first it 

hadn't much of a name, due to the crowds they got there, They used to say 
that they had spe¢ial charabancs from the Hast %Snd (grins). I have been in 
enee and I don't think they have made any changes as far as I can recollect. 
But I think it rather a plain affair from the outside. (Bus comes and he 


goes) « 


I4. b 25 
I. Well I think it rather imposing - specially when you think of the 
people who go there. I used @o do a lot of dacing at one time. The Wimbled 


on Palais used to be the best place about IO years ago but it's got a bit 


behind the times now. It's just after you get out at Collier's Wood Stns 
Sb 
Be daee to be very keen on jazz. I've got a collection of about 250 records 


and the other week I won 6 from Radio Normandy, Heard competition on wireles, 
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and it sounded too simple to be any good. I nearly missec it but changed 


my mind and about a fortnight later I gob 6 records - yes quite good ones," 
2e(Didn't answer this ) 
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I. 6 20 Middle 
Ie Well they could do with more lighting. 
2. If there are any attractions they should be advertised, 


2. 6 40 Working 

I. It is notaattractive with the pay box there in the middle. It is 
too gaudy, That box throws it back on the open fair stage, with the ¢ 
girl in evening dress, Like Barnetts circu. The present hall should 
be more attractive.It should be more @f a size like the Gaumont there 
People can wait inside for anyone there and can come out if they want 
to, But here once you're past that box you have to go in or lose your 


5.2.39 


faemoney, It is supposed to be for the masses isn't it. Now take a work~ 
ing class couple, the girl : waitress and the chap shall we say a day 


i 
% 
J 


put they make this a sort of meeting place, 


labourer, Now he won't have much mone,;. Well he somes here and gets th 
tickets and perhaps she won't go in, Now it's all very well for those 

with 210 a we&k to throw about but a working chap can't do it. These 
are suppose<. to be for the publica and notfor the upper classe, 
t's a demand, that's what I think about that box, it's a demand, 


e h 20 Middle 

Le I wouldn't go in there to be guite honest with you, They get all 

sorts there ~- foreigners too, Not that they're any the worse for that 
hey get all sorts of wi 

riff raff there. The lighting is the only attractive thing about the 

outside, The box-office i€@ in the wrong place too, When you get a om@ 

crowd there it blocks the pavement, 

2. Well I think that looks all right except for the box office, 


ag 30 Middle 

Ie L'm a stranger round here. Well it's not very bright is it. It 
could be brighter I think, 

2. I'm not interested really. I don't go to those sort of places and 
so i'm not interested, 


5. 9 40 Middle 


Ie It is not very attractive, Of course I've known it from the inside 
so Il can't really say. I don't dance myself so I think you have yee 
the wrong person. In any case I don't think the outside matters if you 
are not a dancer, If you couldn't dance you wouldn't go in however abr 
racimve the outside was, It just wouldn't interest you that's all. 

2¢ Well I've really no idea, As I say I think you have picked the w 
wrong person, 


be 6 50 Middle 

Le £ think it is rather attractive really. I have ofetn thought that 
the buildings ih Streatham take some beating, But you know there is 
something n and inviting about the front of this place, The shops 
are a good idea too, The building is quite nice in the daytime too, I 
like it because it is so simple, I haven't been over on the other sick 
of the road but I should imagine that you could see in as you passed, 
That is a good point I think, At the Ice Rink higher up you can see 
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‘Dance Posters. _ A.H. 
Clapham Baths, Manor St. On posters B oard putside. 


A Select Damce. February 24th.I939 Sp.m. till méd I2 midnight. 
Introducing the new dance "Clapham Prom". Special engagement of Laurencé 
Harford, cr drummer, and his dance band. Surprise Appdardridd/df/7/ 
item. Perso appearance of ? Spot prizes. Tickets 2/- S.Bristow. 
Licensed bar, 


The dance of the season. Organised by the Licensed Victuallers 
Charatable Institutions Association. A Grand Carnival Ball in aid of 
the trade institutions will be held at Clapham Baths, Mahor Street. 
2 mins from thePlough, Clapham. Buses and Trams pass the top of the 
rd. On Thursday Feb 23rd.I1939. Sid Mancini and hid band. 

No Raffles. Spot Prizes. No Auctions. Ee | from 8p.m. till I a.m. 
Tickets 2/6. Evening Dress Optional. Fully licensed bars. 


Clapham Ba& hs (On one side :- Near Clapham Common Station. Buses 5 932, 
35 37 545,67; 88,II6, 137. Trams 2,4,6,8,10,20,34. On other side :- 
Manor "treet, Clapham Rd. 2 mins. from the: : Plough) . 

Wed. Feb 22nd. Brixton Darts' League preseat a grand Ball. Waltz Comp- 
etition. Demonstrations and judgings International Champions Miss 


Bobby Barnett and Mr Reggie Morgan. Wal Pracey (in person) and his fam 
ous mony Swingers. Fully licensed. pg tickets 3/6. No double 
tickets at the door. Single tickets 2/- 8 p.m. - I asm. M.C Rol Smith. 


Licensee Steve Bristow.(The main line king).'The Dake of Clarence!’ St 
George's Circus, S.E.I. Tickets may be had from (Follows list of 9 
addresses) or any dart club secretary. ; 


Hand painted poster with dancing figures, couple sitting out, and part 
of band. :- 

Russell House A.A.A.(Holdron's Balham) Grand Carnival Dance Tuesday 
Feb 28th. Tickets 2/6 Obtainable from J.Holdon's Ltd. 


Lloyds Hall. Undine Street, Tooting. Opposite the Granada. 
"Jitterbugs" and "Floy Doys" A Bance with entirely new ideas. 
Grand Keep-Fit Carnival (Krezy Non-Stop) 
This month's attractions 
The Jax Boys and Girls Keeping Fit Cabaret. 
Crooning Contest. Free Dance Tickets, etc, etc. 
Sat February I8th. 
The Band with the Largest Following - Arthur Forrest and his famous 
Transatlantic Dance Band, with 'Benny' &'the Pogues! More ere 
by Alfie the Fiddlér. 
Dancing Non-Stop Admission 2/6 Doubles 2/6 ‘ Compere 'Benny'* 
S-I2 midnight 
Full license applied for 
Wateh this space for Sensational dance, 
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' The Innisfail Social G@lub. 


4 Siver Cups £20 Admission to members 2/6. 


Dance Posters. A.H. 
| 

Metropilatan Police. x t2 

Tooting and Mitcham Stations Athletic Club. 

Sub-divisional Ball to be held Friday March 3rd I939 

at Baths Hall, Mitcham. Dancing 8 p.m. to I a.m. Two %ands 

Special spot prizes. Balloons. Fully licensed. Dress optéonal. 

Admission 2/- single. (3/6 double ifpurchased before the hight) 

Tickets may be obtained at Tooting and Mitcham Police Stations or at t 

the door on the night. Hon Sec P.C. *. Whitman. ; 


Modern Dance Social C]jub. 
Welcome return of Bob Darley's Hartonians(presentec by Reg. Harris) 
in a Breezy Dance. Good Band, : 
Floor, 
Company , 
Prizes. 
Good gracious you can't miss it. Saturday 25th February 
Trinity Hall, (next to Trinity Church, Broadway, Wimbledon) 
At 7.45 p.m. Asmission I/6 


Greenwich Baths Hall. Trafalgar Rd S.E.IO 

Sat -5th Feb. 7.45 | : 

Lou Williams presents a Super Night “roadcast Bargain Ball 

Les Leslie and his Sylvians. 

Colossal Spot Prizes 

Americam Wave Cut gives Natural Wave for ever. Presente by Dalby's 
Hairdressers and Beautician. Licensed wave cutters.I6I Trafalgar Rd 
Se LGUs 

I/5%d admission I/5#d. Rights of admission reserved. 


Stan Marshall presents 

Music for dancing. Baths “all Wimbleddmb Friday 24th Feb. 

South London.s most popular band. 

Fred Stanley and his band with Len Berman, Henry Hall B.B.C. crooner 
Attractive Sylvia Lehr (golden voiced singer) 

Ace of accordion Edna Jams. 

Quickstep competition. Cuo awarded. 

Dancing 8 till I2 

Dress optional 2/=- Full license. 


Notice to members 

All night dance at the Stadium, High Street, Merton. 

Friday March I7the | 

Doors open 7.30 pem. till 6.30 am 

The Dagenham Irésh Pipers Band. 

Weare going to make thd a real Irish night which will nat be forgotten. 


Dance Posters. #.H, | 


Metroplitan Police. 
W.Division Athletic Club. 
Pres. Sup. M.Miller. 

A Grand St Andrews Night Ball. 
on Wednesday, March 30th. 

7.45 4 11.45 

Wandsworth Town Hall. 

The Clef Dance “and. 
Admission 2/-=- 


On poster hoardings near the Pa k in Merton High St. 


Worl “allroom Dancing Champion | 
announces 
Town Hall, Wimbledon 
Dance Time in Harlem 
Sat IIth Feb. 
From 8.0 ™ 12-0 
Grand return of 
Jack Davies and his coloured Havama Band, 
kind permission of the Havana Club. 
so Ed Wheeler and his Band 
Fully licemsed- 2/5 at the door. 


5am Preece announces 

Town Hall Wimbledon 

Dancing every Saburday. 

(except Feb. IIth, March 4th. April Ist.) 
Dance Hostess, Winifred Webb. | 
Ron Arnold and his Band. | 


8.0 - 12.0 2/6 at door. Dress optional 


Wimbledon Football Supporters Club. 

Present a dance at | 

Wimbledon Town Hall | 
01 Wed 8th Feb. | 
Non-stop dancing 8 till I2 to the 

Bacchanalians ; 

Fully licensed. Admission 2/- 


Pirates Ball. All cutlasses, pistols, amd daggers 


Sat Iith February. mist be left with the cabin-boy. 
Come aboard the good ship 'Trinity' Ganeene down 7.45 d 


anchored at the Broadway, Wimbledon Pirates free. All othérs 1/6 


peers noche hae Merge lane. hennee. The best dance tonight. ’ 


MC. Capt. Stop-Kidding Presented by "Cusden's Own", 


. 
eee 


ms; 


Posters. . A.H. 


The Merton Abbey Wheelers will hold a 


Grand Da ce 

at the William Morriss Hall 
Wimbledon. 

Saturday IIth February | 

Carl Robongon and his Boys. _ 
Spot Prizes. Refreshments 
8. - 12 Tickets I/- 


Dancing Sundays at 

The Wimbledon Glider Rink 

(Late Wimbledon Palais de Danse) 
England's largest spring floor. 
Under the Personal supervision of 
Sam Preece. 

Opening Sah Feb [2th I939 
Dancing 8 ‘eee 11.306 

I/- Dress optional. 

Come and enjoy the new band. 
Join the Sunday Bance Club. 
'Phone LIB 3168. 


V Division Police Athletic and Social Club. 
A Grand Dance will be held in 

Wimbledon Town Hall 

Wed. Sth March 

Personal appearance of 

Sydney Kyte 

8 PeMe _ 2 &-Me spot Prizes 

Fully licensed 

Tickets 2/6 each. 


Clapham Baths, Manor St. 
London's te st 2/=- dance 
- Every Saturday 8 - II.45 
- Organised by the Macdonald School of Dancing 
7I Balham High Rd S.W.I2 (Streatham I766) 
Stan Morrisson and his Band. 


Clapham Baths. 

Nat Gonella and his Georgians 

5 Hours non-stop dancing to IO bands. 
Thursday Feb 9th. 8 - I Fully licensed 
2/6 at the door. 


Streatham Ice Hockey Supporters Club. 

A Grand Dance at Streatham Baths -all on Friday Feb I0th. I939 7.30 - I2 
Admission 2/- Licensed Bar. Spot Prizes Latest dances. Dress optional 
M.C. Len Harvey. Ken Wheelers Band. Alec Smith and his Boys will be there 
and many skating personalities also. Tickets from J.M.Hill 43 North Side 


Streatham Common or Len Harvey. Come and be hep. 
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| Posters gi A.H. 


London iliary Fire Service. Streatham Branch. Mitcham Lane Streatham, 
AC al Dance will be held at Streatham Baths, Streatham Baths, Thursday 
_ Feb 9th. at 7.30 p.m. Spot Prizes. Novelties. Licensed “ar. Tickets single 
2/- 3/6 double obtainable at the fire station Streatham. 


Streatham Conservative C.C. and Streatham United F.C. 

A Select Damee at the Baths Hall, Streatham High Rd. on Sat Feb IIth.I939 

' Daheing 7.45 - I2. M.C. Mr. Mortimer Stiff. Ben Warren and his Band will 
— be in attendance. Spot Prizes. Refreshments. Fully Licensed. Admission 
a/*e 


Wandswerth-Borough-Counes 


Ruskie Hall, 63 Upper Richmond Road. (Near East Putney Stn) 
Dance every Saturday. 
Jack Henry and his- Band. 
745 bas 11.45 
February 4th. Open Foxtrot Competition. 
IIth.Crazy Carnival Revels 
ISth.Do-as-you=-please Competition 
25th.Carnival and Spot Dances. 
Before 8 I/- 
After 8 I/6 


CAb 


- The Co-ope 


1303039 
The Secret 


retive Wholesale Society, 
> Leman Ste Eele 


Dear Sir, 


We are engaged at the moment on a survey of Jazz and 
dancing as one branch of an extensive programme of research into 
all aspects of contemporary social conditions, and would like to 
obtain some facts concerning the economic side of the questions 
Could you give us details of the number of halls you have which 
are hired out for dancing? If possible separate numbers for Loidon 
and other towns would be very useful - if this is not possible 
general figures. Also could you let us have details of the charges 
made for hiring your halls, and the conditions of hiring. I wouid 
be very grateful if you could let us have this information 


Yours faithfully, 


Alec Me Hughes e 
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Feet Are in the News 


All Noisy 


Dances 


Will Be Barred 


Sweeping pie 


in the Palais Glide ; 


By a SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
HEN the Mayor of Salford (Alderman J. T. Harrison) holds a 


civic dance in the new Art 
asked not to do the Lambeth Walk. 


They can waltz, foxtrot, and do a 
genteel veleta—but such dances as 
the Lambeth Walk, the Palais 
Glide, and the Chestnut Tree dre 
taboo. 


“Dances involving a lot of noise and 
stamping will not be included in future 
programmes,” said Mr. H. J. M. Maltby, 
the Director of Art Galleries and 
Libraries to-day. -“ The trouble is that 
the dance space is on the first floor of 
the extension, and underneath we have 


a valuable museum collection on exhibi- 
tion. 


Exhibits Disturbed 


“In the past we have found that the 
vibration from the dance floor has dis- 
turbed some of the exhibits in their 
glass showcases. 

“The Art Gallery is used only on rare 
occasions for civic functions, and no 
hardship will be caused anyone by the 
sae of these popular modern dances 


our programmes. ” 
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1 HIGH HEELS, 
OH, NO! 


TTT oh ¢ 


W 


from the putting-greens of = 
Edinburgh pu blic  golfs ' 
courses. ss 
Originally the regulation was 
intended to apply to all parts of & 
s the course, but an amendment was § 
: passed limiting the restriction to 2: 
= the ete See. ; : 


Mrs. C. Critchley—formerly 
s Miss Dians Fishwick—who > 
= just become first lady Fe api ats 
Coombe Hill, Kingston, said to-day s 
bro she had never heard of such s 
a ban. 9 
“TI cannot imagine such. a rule a 
being necessary,” she added, “for s 
any woman would quickly realise q 
that high heels are a . 
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PART from the Evening 
eA Chronicle tournament, 
all.seems to be quiet 

on the dancing front. While 
the lull continues, let us have 


a look at ourselves in the 
dancing mirror. 


Recently I have visited a 
number of halls, Where I could 
sneak in without being seen by 
the manager I have paid. It 
has been worth while to be a 
“ wallflower ’”’ for a spell than 
test.the local talent. 


Remarkable how styles. of 
dancing and characters contrast 
when you travel from hall to hall. 
A great deal-depends on the pro- 
prietor and teacher at the 
different halls;.some on the social 
status (if you accept such a term), 
of the patron. 


Suburbia Superior 


ONE fact stands out: the style 
and general ability in the 
smaller hall, where the crowd is of 
“regulars,” is always superior to 
the town palais with a “ floating” 
crowd. The reason is obvious. 
The “regular” at your small 
Suburban hall is always under the 
same supervision. .The fleeting 
visitor to the palais is largely left 
to his own devices. 

It is a debatable point which is 
the more acto to the general 
public. Some will say that the 
dancer should dance as he wishes; 
others will argue that, well, 
dancing is dancing. I would not 
take sides, but I notice that “jig” 
rhythm—half- -way between quick- 
step and foxtrot speed—is becom- 
ing increasingly popular even in 
the suburban ballroom. 


Mass Production 


[Ft us have.a cruise round some 
of the halls. At “A” ball- 
room we find the hall 75 per cent. 
full. Itis learners’ night. Father 
and daughter, members of a 
teachers’ association, are dragging 
ee their novices, constantly 
rrecting, advising. Every pupil 
ones Le handie goes through the same 
moulding process. They all finish 
good cer naimgelen but good in a mass 
sense. 


" That Problem 


This is an advantage to the 
teacher. Those who follow his 
style will always return. 


All Happy 


(THEN you have “ B,” who has his 

ideas on how the dance 
should be done, but is prepared to 
sacrifice the study to the pleasure. 
He never stops, introducing and 
reintroducing you. “Up and at 
’em” is his policy, with an after- 
thought, “ Devil take the hind- 


By 
DANCING 
MAN —— 


far as learning is con- 


most,” as 
cerned 

The pleasure side of that 
depends on the individual. 
Enough for me to say that “ B’s” 
hall is always well filled and that 
everybody seems happy. 


Take a short bus journey and 
you come to the hall where 
instruction is the primary object 
five nights a week. Proprietor and 
partner are hardly seen outside 
the learners’ room. Here again 
comes that “mass production ” 
idea. In each case~you get an 
individual style. 


A Remedy 


‘PHS lack of uniformity in style 
is not for the good of the 
game. The ideas of the various 
schools clash so much nowadays 
that I believe those halls where 
teaching is sacrificed to the “ good 
time ” idea have a stronger appeal 
to the man in the street. That is 
why the town palais succeeds. 

Yet there is a remedy. It is for 
the dance teachers to sink their 
personal differences, bring the 
various associations into line, 
standardise yearly what the basic 
movements will be and how many 


| variations will be officially recog- 
| mised. We need no more than half 


a dozen variations to each dance. 
If you doubt my words about 


) these differences in teaching, talk 
| 2, et man who has been through 
the hands of two or three. SOACHORA. ; | | 

ue & mis Hardy, Manchester. Ae 
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GING from the lists of prelim- 
inary heat winners there is no 
oJ Mina the enormous success of the 
Evening Chronicle Northern Counties 
Amateur Dance Tournament. 

Preliminary heats do not extend 
beyond another fortnight, and dancers 
should enter their names as soon as 
possible at their local dance-hall or 
dance academy. 

Successful competitors go forward 
into the area finals and the next stage 
in the progress towards dancing fame 
has been reached. 

Here is the list of preliminary heats 
for this week-end: 


TO-NIGHT 


RITZ BALLROOM, Whitworth-street 
poe Manchester (Amateur Quick- 
step). 

ALHAMBRA PALAIS DE DANSE, 
Hr. Openshaw, Manchester (Amateur 
Tango and. Novices’ Waltz). 

ADELPHI DANCE HALL, Rusholme- 
road, All Saints, Manchester (Amateur 
Tango): 


TO-MORROW 


HAYTON’S: ACADEMY, Plymouth- 
grove, Manchester 13. 

COWAN’S ACADEMY, Raby-street, 
Moss Side, Manchester. 

NEW MOSTON ACADEMY, Moston- 
lane East, New Moston, Manchester 
(Amateur Tango and Novices’ Waltz). 

WANTLIN'G’S ACADEMY, The 
Crescent, Stockport-road, Levenshulme, 
Manchester. 


CORONATION. BALLROOM, Belle 
Vue, Manchester (Amateur Tango and 
Quickstep). 

FINNIGAN’S ACADEMY, Queen’s- 
road, Cheetham Hill, Manchester. 

; he H, CADMAN, King’s Hall, Stret- 
ord, 

CO-OPERATIVE HALL, Little- 
borough. 

VILLA MARINA BALLROOM, 
Abbey Lakes, Wigan (Amateur Waltz 
and Quickstep). 

WORSLEY SCHOOL OF DANCING, 
Friargate, Preston. 

BAILEY SCHOOL OF DANCING, 
Chestergate, Macclesfield. 

GRAFTON ROOMS, West Derby- 
road, Liverpool. 

TOOTHILL’S DANCING ACADEMY, 


Rochdale. 
JIMMIE WINTER,  Lightbowne 
Liberal. Club, Kenyon-lane, New 


Moston, Manchester. | 
THE GEE SCHOOL OF DANCING, 
King-street West, Wigan (Novices’ 
Waltz). 
FIRE BRIGADE HALL, Rochdale. 
NORTHMOOR DANCING 
ACADEMY,. Featherstall-road North, 
Oldham, 
CENTRAL | DANCING Mgr grempice es, 
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Cutting from issue dated... FER..1999...........103 
Seen And Heard | 


AS§ a trolley bus pulled up outside a 
certain hostelry in a working-class. 
neighbourhood of Croydon last week-end, | 
a particularly hilarious party were leaving. 
The men were singing and the women 
were screaming with laughter. A couple 
started an impromptu demonstration of 
the “Lambeth Walk” on the pavement. 
The conductor of the bus stroked his 
chin, surveyed the condition of the 
revellers thoughtfully for a moment, and 
then said, “Gawd ’elp the old rent 
collector next week!” 
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RIVAL TO THE 
LAMBETH ? 


INNOVATION AT BRIGHTON 


Printers, ever a race apart, once 
again proved their independence on 
Saturday, when they produced a 
“walk” of their own; which, 
although it may not rival] the Lam- 
beth Walk in its general adoption, 
runs it very close in .artistic 
qualities. 

The Printers’ Walk, described as 
a “ Po ee Oldestyle Ballet,” 
is of the trailing or crocodile order, 
and has a _ swinging, rhythmic 
movement which is very fascin- 
ating. : 

It was introduced at Brighton at 
the annual supper and __ social 
arranged by the Brighton and 
Central Sussex Committee of the 
Joint, Industrial Council, and was 
eagerly taken up by the 200 repre- 

Sentatives ..of the printing... and 
allied trades who gathered at Boots 
Restaurant: from Brighton, Hove, 
Worthing, Lewes, Shoreham and 
elsewhere. : 
_. The “Walk” was initiated by a 
team comprising Messrs. T. Hazel- 
grove, R. Jordan and F. Wellman, 
-and the Misses I. as and J. 


fler,. from Pell’s; 
Castile, Miss V. publish 
_Mr..C. H. Pettett, creator | 
‘{nnovation, as ballet master. Thes 
“music had been written by Mr, R. ' 
_J.. Pearce, of Messrs. - Greenfield’s. 
Por the Baa Ph. 9 ee = 
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NEW DANCE HIT.—“The Printers’ Walk” was demoristrated 

for the first time in Brighton on Saturday at the dance and 

social organized by the Brighton and Central Sussex District 
Committee of the Printing and Allied Trades. 


PRINTERS’ WALK 


RIVAL TO THE 
LAMBETH ? 


INNOVATION AT BRIGHTON 


Printers, ever a race apart, once | 
again proved their independence on 
Saturday, when they produced a 
“walk” of their own; which, 
although it may not riva] the Lam- 
beth Walk in its general adoption, 
runs it very close in artistic 
qualities. 

The Printers’ Walk, described as 
.* Perens a8 Ne Oldestyle Ballet,” 

is of the trailing or crocodile order, 

and has a swinging, rhythmic 
movement which is very fascin- 
ating. 

It was introduced at Brighton at 
the annual supper and _= social 
arranged by the Brighton and 
Central Sussex Committee of the 
Joint, Industrial Council, and was 
eagerly taken up by the 200 repre- 
sentatives .of the printing. and 
allied trades who gathered at Boots 
Restaurant’ from Brighton, Hove, 
Worthing, Lewes, Shoreham and 
elsewhere. 

The “Walk” was initiated by a 
team comprising Messrs. T. Hazel- 
grove, R. Jordan and F. Wellman, 
and the Misses I. Knight and J. 
Tyler, from Pell’s; Mr. A. W. 

' Castle, Miss V. Dicks and Miss V. 
‘Mills, Southern Publishing Co., with 

Mr. C. H. Pettett, creator of the 

innovation, as ballet master. The 

music had been written by Mr. R. 

J.. Pearce, of Messrs. - Greenfield’s. 

For the repast a special menu 

card had been designed and printed 

which was both comic and original, 


Snuff 


Following the supper a huge 
snuff box was brought in with due 
ceremony by an “Old Comp” and 
two “ Printer’s Devils,” and received 
by the President, Mr. W. T. Curtis- 
Willson, M.B.E. The President 
took an appropriate pinch and the 
box was put into circulation. Then 
came the grand trail to the ball- 
room, where Fred Taylor’s band 
was waiting to provide the music. 

There were various dances before 

the new Walk made its début, and 
when the excitement occasioned by 
this had subsided “Canon T. A. 
Fodder ” came out to entertain with 
his particular brand of humour. 
Later, prizes for novelty dances 
were competed for and there were 
various party games, everything 
being done to ensure a satisfactory 
evening for every guest, 
- Among those present were Mr. H. 
J. Bailey, Hon. Organizing Secre- 
tary and Hon. Secretary of the 
Brighton and District Master 
Printers’ Association; Mrs. Curtis- 
Willson, Mr, and Mrs. H. Child; 
Mr. C. F, Pettett, Chairman of the 
Brighton and Hove Master Printers’ 
Association, and Miss Pettett; Mr. 
C. H. Funnell, Secretary of the 
Typographical Association, Mr. F. E. 
Bennett (T.A.), Mr. R..W. Moun- 
tain (M.P.A.), and Mrs. Mountain, 
Mr. F. G. Stead (M.P.A.) and Mrs. 
Stead, Mr. J. E. Crapnell and Coun- 
cillor Briggs. 

The duties of M.C. were carried 
out by Messrs. B. Head, E. G. Stead, 
and the Stewards were Messrs. C. 
H. Funnell, R. W. Mountain, R. H. 
Bean, C. H. Tester, A. W. Castle and 
J. E. Crapnell. The réle of the 
“Old Comp” was taken by Mr. 
Castle and the two apprentices by 
Messrs. F. Wellman and J. May- 
nard. 

Apologies for absence were 
received from Mr. F. E. W. Gillett, 
Mr. P. Fisher, Mr. A, E. Gumbrell 
and Mr.: G.. Marden. 

Lucky ticket winners were Miss 
Munnery and Mr. and Mrs. Stani- 
forth 


he Assembly Rooms 


Sir,—It is good news indeed that the 
Estates Committee has decided to put in 
hand the renovation of the Assembly 
Rooms. Designed by Richard Boyle, 
third Earl of Burlington, of whom Pope 
wrote “Who plants like Bathurst, cr 
who builds like Boyle?” the Assembly 
Rooms are a fine specimen of Georgian 
architecture of the Palladian style. 

In the ‘Monthly Intelligence” of 
11732. we are told that “the Ladies of 
the Monday Assembly made a present 
| of ay Pounds and all their furniture, 
‘towards furnishing the New Assembly 
| Room,” and that the Earl of Burlington 
|gave “a magnificent Centre Lustre 
which, with twelve others, is to 
illuminate the great Room.” 

May I express the earnest hope that 
the new scheme of _ renovation 
‘decoration and lighting will be planned 
‘to harmonise with the original 
‘conception of the architect? Something 

of the eftect of this may be judged from 
ithe print, made in 1759, by W. Lindley 
| (to be seen in the Art Gallery) of the 

interior of the Rooms as planned by 
(Lord Burlington. It would be a 
, thousand pities if the expenditure by the 
| Corporation of over £7,000 in the praise- 
worthy effort to provide improvements 
-|did not at the same time make the most 
of the intrinsic elegance and dignity of 
these Rooms. 

May I suggest that, before the plans} 
jare finally approved, the advice of a| 

body such as the Georgian Society or 
of some eminent authority on Georgian 
decorative art should be obtained, if this 
thas not already been done? 

{| It would rhaps be helpful if a 
| comparison of the scheme of decoration | 
|and lighting could be made with that} 
»,0f the renovation of the Assembly | 
|Rooms at Bath, recently opened by the| 
Duchess of Kent, : 


| 


The city is not dealing here simply 
, with “ one of its oldest and most central 
dance halls” to use the words of your 
notice; it is dealing with a fine piece | 
,of Georgian architecture, in which the 
‘interior decorative and lighting effects 
, are more than incidental. | 

OLIVER SHELDON, 
Bishopthorpe, York, February 1. 
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Cutting from issue dated......... 3 Gebea FEB..193Y....193 


A Novel Wedding Reception 
] ALWAYS think wedding receptions 
fall very flat when the bride and 
bridegroom have left for their honey- 
moon, often at the time the festivities 
have reached their highest pitch of 
gaiety. 
It was a refreshing change, therefore, 


| to attend the reception that followed 


Monday’s early morning wedding of Mr. 
Victor Cross and his bride. (See page 3 


| for full report). 


: 


The reception, which took the form of | 
a tea, cocktail party and early evening | 


‘dance was held in the spacious ballroom 


“pt Overstone Club and some 150 guests 


were present. 
When I “looked in’ they were all 
“doing ” “ The Lambeth Walk ” with rare 


abandon, including the bride and bride- 
groom, who stayed to the very end and 
who were naturally in great demand as 
dancing partners. 


In Afternoon Attire 

There was an air of happy informality 
about the whole gathering, and the 
guests were received by Mr. W. P. Cross 
and Mr. H. G. Barlow (father of the 
bridegroom and bride respectively). They 
included hosts of friends from town and 
county. 

The women guests were in afternoon 
attire and the bride looked very charm- 
ing in a claret woollen short-sleeved 
dress with a narrow belt of powder blue. 


-The short skirt of her gown was of the 


new “swing” type, and she wore a spray 
of lovely orchids. 

I was delighted to have a chat with | 
Mrs. lan_B. Munro, the bridegroom’s only 
sister, who had travelled from London 
for the ceremony. With her short dress 
of amethySt “woollen,” she wore a brown 
fox fur and becomingly tilted brown felt 
hat with veil. 
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MANCHESTER 
SNUBS 
“THE WALK” 


ANCHESTER, that pro- 

gressive city, for once 

does not want to have anything 

to do with thinking today what 

the rest of Britain thinks 
tomorrow. 


So Newcastle gets a chance. 


The story goes this way.... 
Finishin “ The Lambeth 
Walk ” film, they had the idea 
that while it was fine for the 
cockneys they’d like to see how 
the north would take its 
humours. 


So they negotiated to have a 
“sneak preview” there at a 
big cinema. And they found 
that they couldn’t show it any- 
where, by order of the watch 
committee, until the chief 
constable had seen it. And he 
positively will not see it until 
it is officially shown to the 
“ trade.” 


So it goes to Newcastle end 
of the week. 


(P.S. I wonder what the 
Manchester folk. think the — 
Lambeth Walk is anyway.... 

the CAN CAN? oak 
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The Party Season 

Parties will be in full swing this month. 
There! I have said the very word I meant to 
leave to the next paragraph, but it cannot be 
helped, for the Nottingham Swing is bound 
to come out and to be on everybody’s party 
programme this season. More of this later. 

The Petworth, Willingdon, Heathfield and 
Chiddingly parties will be taking place as this 
magazine goes to press, so I hope the weather 
will not revert to the old-fashioned variety, 
because even folk-dancers have found that a 
little trying. 

The Arundel Club Party will be held at 
St. Philip Girls’ School on February 8th; the 
Pulborough Party on the 17th, and the Little- 
hampton Party on the 21st, at the Lecture 
Hall. In the eastern half of the county the 
Branch is organising a Dance Evening, pro- 
bably at Lewes on the 18th, when the Summer 
Festival will be mooted. At Lewes, too, the 
W.I. are holding Folk Dance Competitions 
on 8th February. 


“The Vauxhall Walk” 

Looking through old dance books of the 
year 1790 and onwards, I came across a dance 
with the above title and it made me sit up. 
Here, I thought, was the rival to the Lambeth 

_Walk! But a rather closer examination re- 
vealed the fact that the title was the most 
catchy thing about it, and that the dance 
itself was of the usual late eighteenth century 
type, when country dancing reflected but the 
age it lived in. ‘““The Vauxhall Walk’ was 
named, of course, after the Vauxhall Gardens 
which was a well-known rendezvous in those 
days. Curious, though, how time swings 
round again. 

And there we are swinging again! ‘That 
just shows you, there’s a lot in the “‘Notting- 
ham Swing.” It is the most likely of any of 
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Sussex Folk "DYaCers 


By IRENE LEWER 
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the folk-dances to rival the “Lambeth Walk.”’ 
You have noticed, of course, that the ball- 
room is veering round to folk-dances. I 
wonder if it will have time to get anywhere 
before the pendulum swings violently in the 
opposite direction. 

Swinging again—give it up! 


County Pride 
This “Nottingham Swing’ is the pride of 
Northants, but Northants is not the only 
county to come by its own book of dances 
recently. Cornwall has just found an old 
book and readers of these pages will know 
that Sussex has found the Harmer dances at 
Heathfield. ‘The Sussex find is mentioned in 
the current number of the Fournal of the 
English Folk Dance and Song Society. The 
writer of the Journal article compares the 
Heathfield “Haste to the Wedding”’ with the 
Dorset version noted down by the father of 
Thomas Hardy. They are practically identi- 
cal, but Harmer describes his briefly, laconi- 
cally, asa dancer would do, and Thomas Hardy 
senior writes almost an essay on the subject! 
The Fournal article goes on to state that 
the ‘Haste to the Wedding”’ tune was actually 
played on the chimes of country churches 
when a wedding was about to take place. No 
wonder that the tune and dance are claimed 
by several counties! The tune itself is mis- 
sing in Sussex and it would be interesting to 
know if there is any record of its being played 
on the bells of old Heathfield Parish Church. 


Stacks at Bishopston 


Perhaps upon some wild and rain-swept night 
When stars are blotted out as with a shroud, 
They will give shelter from the wind’s keen bite, 
To bird and beast; or penniless and cowed, 

A fellow creature here may snugly lie— 
Some ragged outcast of Society. 


ELIZABETH BARRETT 
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ONLY THE 


YOUNG SPARKS 
DID THE POLKA 


By A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
HEY came discreetly in broughams to learn the rather 


I daring polka 61 years ago. 
trousers were proudly worn by 


Broughton. 


In their white gloves and dancing 
Slippers they came for Mr. 
Finnigan to teach them the Var- 
soviana and the Redowa, and after- 
wards clubrooms buzzed with the 
gossip on these _ surreptitious 
escapades. 


INVENTED NEW STEP 


Both James Finnigan’s parents had 
been Irish National Dancers, and they 
had passed their skilf§on to their son. 
His school became so popular that in a 
few years’ time he had to move to a 
larger hall, and had built a fine hall of 
his own at Ramsgate ata cost of £1,500. 

Slowly his school grew in fame, and 
his name became even more widely 
known when in 1902 he invented the 
Military Two-step. And there his 
daughter Ethel, who conducts. the 

resent Finnigan’s School of Dancing in 
ogg Road, Cheetham, takes up the 
story. 


For it was she with whom he 

‘worked out the steps of the Military 
DB lypatos 4 setting a craze which was 
to sweep England as the Lambeth 
Walk has done to-day. 
' She had already been assisting him 
i for several years, and now-—after 45 
a Poors of continuous teaching—she tells 
lat an important personage the Master 
Ceremonies was in the age of the 
polkas and mazurkas, 


HE reine SWAIN 


stint right down to the'tips of his 
collar, which made dancing 
fa: spenance than a pleasure, a 
. &Ww woul fl. 


James Finnigan’s dancing school in Bury New Road, Higher 


DARING 


Dundreary whiskers and tight 
the gay sparks who went to 


ETHEL FINNIGAN 
Gin private life Mrs, Kerrigan) 


and her sister Cissy carried 

school through the eras of the a 
|! ton and the Blackbottom. up 
present day. 7 


LIKES THE MODERNS 


Though she was in at the birth of © 
Amany’ of those thectic affairs which © 
left our parents breathless, uthel — 
Finnigan is a strong believer. 
Superiority of the modern dar 
the dancers, Cate 
Her own skill was acknowledged 
ie when hare pecans 1 on Ad. iY : oF 
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Edited by Dragomas 


At the A.D.C. 


Theatre Jast night the Freneh 
and Spanish Societies presented 
two plays, “Jl Anto da Sibilla 
Cassandra ©’ and ** Le Miracle de 
St. Autouie, 

** El Anto da Sibilla Cassandra,’’ 
produced by Mrs. Camille Prior, is 
the story of a village maiden who 
will not marry because she believes 
she is to give birth to Christ. The 
play ends in a climax of the scene 
of the nativity. 

‘* Le Miracle de Antonie ’ 
tells of a miracle which restores an 
old woman to life. But as a 
penalty for having been so close to 
Heaven, she is afflicted by dumb- 
ness. 

A large audience 
plays enthusiastically. 


Neil . 


i 


received the 


Chief Event of the Week 


was the Chemical Society Ball. 


held last Thursday, at the ’Varsity 
Arms Hotel. This was a_ phe- 
nomenal success from start to 
finish, and as it lasted from nine 
until four, this savs a lot for the 
work of the organisers, Peter 
Pleseh and David Spittle. They 


even succeeded in persuading the 
heads of their faculty to attend, 
and, in consequence, Sir Frederick 
and Lady Gowland-Hopkins, Pro- 
fessor and Mrs. Bragg, and Pro- 
fessor Rideal had. or at anyrate 
appeared to be having, the time of 
their lives! Among 
prominent socialites present were 
Bernard Rose, Ian Brebner, Peter 
Thompson and Andrew Shawyer. 


the manv 


_ The aristocracy was adequately 


a oe 


represented by Prince Dmitri 
Obolensky and Lord Granby. John 
Greenwood spent most of the 
evening in the gentlemen's cloak- 
room, smoking an enormous Cigar, 
thereby giving the sanctum sanc- 
torum an aroma of the most 
unwanted opulence! Pat Truman 
was dancing, brilliantly as ever, 
with his mother, Lady Truman, 


and Muriel Munro, while Fred 
‘“ Med. Soc.’’ Peall sought the 


seclusion (?) of the Winter Garden, 
in company with Frances Byron. 
Dick Kingdon’s posterior seemed ] 
to project even further than ever, | 


and John Weiner and Gautem 
Sarabhai diseussed the Union 
prospects. Amongst the many 
lovely women there were Adele 
Newinan-Attwood, Ursula Seott- 
Morriss. Moire MaeDermott and 


Cecile Johnson. A running Con- 
tinental Buffet was provided, of 
which the piece de resistance was 
a inost wonderful recipe of Peter 
Plesch's, called Orange-Rice. After 
midnigi, starting with a riotous 
Lambeth Walk, the fun waxed 
faster and more furious than ever, 
and even Victor Silvester, in be- 
tween spells of leading the band, 
felt nmpelled to waive, for once, his 
invariable rule, -and dance with 
attractive Joan Pearce, of Girton. 
Palais Glides followed the’ Lambeth 
Walk, and were in turn superseded 
Ly Rumbas and Tangos, and, at the 
very end, as a last resourge, came 
the Chestnut Tree! Anyway, as} 
vou can gather, a wonderful time 
was had by everyone, and the Ball 
was unanimously voted the best of 


the Season—so far!! 
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NOTES FROM THE WEST Cc 


In the West of England great 
being Shown in the 


OUNTRY 


regularly attended 
ople or more. 


interest jis 
Bristol Evening Post 
Championships. The Finals are to be held on 
March “2nd, at the Victoria Rooms, Bristol, ionships ; is holding 
when the adjudicators Will be Major Ceci] H. Both these 
Taylor. Mr. Cyril Farmer, Miss Adela Roscoe, have no Cause t about the 
Mr. Harry Clarke, and Mr. Perry Lloyd. The amount of lessons they give. 
two bands have not yet been selected, but it is This also applies | to Miss 
thought that they will be ocal. It ia quite Ejileen Heaven, of he West of England 
certain that there wil] be scrutineers at the Academy, Clifton. Who has now completely 
Finals, but these have not yet be 
These Championshj 


€N appointed. Tecovered from her illness and is once again 
PS are receiving the -upport back in harness. 

of the loca] teache 

the British. Nation 


Mrs. L. Godwin, of The City 
rs, the Imperia] Society and School, S } I 

al and Midland Associations, 

many members of which Mr. Mrs. G. 
A number Of heats 


» St. Pauls, is another 
teache iS ex 
are on the Committee. 
are already jin Progress, Bristo] 
and the €vent should be 


y busy. 
Morris, of Dighton Hall, 
, have little time to Spare for recreation, 
a very popular one. I 
The dancing Programme in the 
continuing unabated, 


and their Varied ‘‘ Specials ’’ find a ready and 
West is often almost Overw 

night without some ate or public dance 

eing held. 


and there js hardly a 
mers among the 
Organisers have a very difficult Job to get fitted 
in, 


his IMstructioy 
by a hundre 
Misses M 


helming response. 


The teachers are meanwhile almost 
busy and they have very few hours 
There is sti]] a very big de 

‘alk, though the Chestnut Tree and The Trek, 
the last-named toa somewhat SMa ller extent, 
quite Cqualling jt jp Popularity, 

head, | 


Road, 


as equally 
to spare. 
Mand for the Lambeth 


ity the op 
as he can Pos 


been 
llroom activities in Blackpool 4 ee 
ia v ing the past few weeks . Begs 
aged cs anh « with the festive meet 
a pga That was truly pr 
ene fer never have bigger coi pee 
Sete ever assembled in agp gf ea 
Soinos i for the Christmas and } ng 
a. is to be expected that eB = by: 
‘vaaiggt nces of the “ party — type ~ Tree. 
oe oe ular, such as the Chestnu 
“Palais Glide,” “ Lambeth Walk. me 
ge ; the more serious and keen c vor 
feo gee cl are back ine - Be 
fhat here, in c W: 
ie centres 43 looked upon as the Se ae 
come en the ear. The Blackpool er oan 
ik ke d oh ni at the Empress ~— ore, 
— 2 its period and handicap c bite 
odbc in addition, is inaugurating . —_ 
«preg elon the members being i e 
~Aoaee 2% of approximately equal — a ae 
Snel oe will contest matches ee hae! 
“a ator at the end of which time eae oe 
-ohontg oe greatest aceroen sae Pein. 
asap rae “s T he Club is indeed re 
ind “re ag Mr. Norman Dichiboweg 5 paca 
a ag f the band at the Empress Ba “bigs 
on i he who has given a large weyers 
th and the shield also, for the 
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DANCING TIMES 
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Rory and Maureen MacDermott 
recently returned from their second Australian visit. 


[Jack Cato 
Mr. 


MacDermott is now on the staff of the Haylor-Spain- 
Scrimshaw School of Dancing. 


some of the big events of the year to keep 
their weather eye open. 


THERE WAS some capital dancing in the 
London District Finals of our ‘‘ Novices 
Competition ’’ at the Hammersmith Palais 
on January 20th, and the four selected 
couples show great promise of becoming 
really good competition dancers. By the 
time you read this the Grand Finals will be 
a thing of the past, and we shall know how 
these four fare against the five provincial 
couples. I am glad to say that the com- 
petition seems to have aroused a considerable 
amount of interest in the Lancashire, York- 
shire and Birmingham Districts, to which 
it was extended this year, and THE DANCING 
TIMEs is very grateful to the “ Allied,’’ the 
‘“ International ’’ and the ‘‘ Midland ”’ Asso- 
ciations who managed the event in those 
Districts on our behalf. 


MY REMARKS last month about the 
poor standard of Waltz music composed 


to-day was corroborated the other day in a 
broadcast by Mr. Compton Mackenzie, who 
sighed for the sparkling pre-war waltzes to 
which we used to dance about the time of the 
Coronation of King George V. I still hope 
that someone will devise a way of dancing at 
a reasonable pace to the rather fast music 
of these brilliant waltzes in the Viennese 
style—in short, invent a modern “ Boston.”’ 
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preparation for 


period of the year. 
with headquarters 


of team matches, the 
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two months, at the end 
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The ‘‘ Lambeth Walk ’’ and the ‘° Chestnut 
Tree ’’ have proved such an unqualified success 
in the North-East that the next logical step 
would seem to be a return to the old-fashioned 
figure dances. 

Another new dance, the ‘‘ Scotswood Scuffle, ’’ 
a North Country retort to the ‘‘ Lambeth 
Walk,’’ was demonstrated in Newcastle last 
month. It has been devised by Miss Margaret 
Cross, and was given in exhibition by pupils of 
the Margaret Cross School at their annual 
dance in aid of the National Institute for the 
Blind, at the Old Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, 
on January 5th. The dance is arranged to the 
music of a famous local song, ‘‘ Blaydon 
Races,’’ and for the exhibition, music was 
specially composed by Mr. Clement Millard. 

There were more than 400 pupils, former 
pupils and their friends at the dance, which is 
becoming one of the year’s most popular 
events. Miss Cross’s students are now working 
for their display, which is to take place in the 
Empire Theatre, Newcastle, on April Ist, in 
aid of the Sunshine Homes for the Blind. 
Two hundred children will take part, and the 
display promises to be one of the biggest and 
most lavish matinées ever staged in Newcastle. 

This is the big season for dance displays. 
Pupils of the Newcastle upon Tyne School, 
under Miss Kathreen Appleton, gave an ex- 
tremely well-organised recital in the Connaught 
Hall, Newcastle, on January 7th. 

The Grovewell School, Whitley Bay, has a 
eratifying list of successes in the results of the 
R.A.D. December Grade Examinations. 
Audrey Wilson appeared in the Whitley Bay 
Lyric Society’s pantomime, /ack and the 
Beanstalk. The pupils of this school gave a 
cabaret at the dance in aid of the Newcastle 
Throat, Nose, and Ear Hospital, given on 
Friday, January 13th, at the Rex Ballroom, 
Whitley Bay. 

New Year dances attracted record crowds at 


Ballroom activities in Blackpool have been 


quieter during the past few weeks other than 
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S given a large number of 
hield also, for the various 


into teams of approxi 


ome holders of the 


to Mr. 


NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM 


all the Coast ballrooms. At the Rex, pupils 
of Miss Albrecht gave a tap display in costume, 
and at the Ballroom Fantasique, Tommy 
Willis and his band led the dancing for a most 
enthusiastic crowd. 

The Farrell Nights at the Empire Ballroom, 
Chester -le-Street, each Monday, are now 
an established and very popular feature of the 
programme at this ballroom. On these nights 
music is played for the dancing by Tony Farrell 
and his Band, relief orchestra to Roy Fox. 

A youthful teacher of dancing is making 
news in Stanley, Co. Durham. She is 14- 
year-old Jennie Trotter, youngest daughter of 
Mr. Lance Trotter, former President of the 
Northern Counties’ Dancing Teachers’ Associa- 
tion. She holds several trophies, won in 
different competitions, and she must be the 
youngest teacher of step and ballroom dancing 
in the country. Several of her ballroom 
pupils are old enough to be her parents. Her 
pupils recently gave their first public display 
of step dancing, and also gave a cabaret show 
at the annual children’s party given in the 
Palais-de-Danse, Stanley. Jennie is com- 
posing two ballroom dances which she hopes to 
introduce shortly to North Country dancers. 

The preliminary heats of the Sunday Sun 
Trophy are well under way, and preparations 
are being made for the big grand final in the 
Oxford Galleries, Newcastle, on the 15th of this 
month. In the Waltz heats held in the Oxford 
Galleries, results were: Mr. A. Hageman, 
Newcastle, and Miss L. Harris, Tynemouth ; 
Dr. and Mrs. Hughson, Jarrow; and Dr. A. 
Taylor and Miss M. Curtis, Newcastle. 

Heats held at the Co-operative Ballroom, 
Seaton Burn, resulted as follows: Waltz: 
Mr. W. Patterson and partner; Mr. N. G. 
Anderson and partner. Quickstep: Mr. W. 
Gibson and partner ; Mr. Robson and partner. 
Fox-trot: Mr. J. Gray and partner; Mr. 
Cooper and partner. 


Rl ll ll — OOO OOOO Oee ee eee teeta me Ene be 


THE DANCING TIMES 


Photo by} 


Mac Dermott 


Rory and Maureen MacDermott 
recently returned from their second Australian visit. 
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is now on the staff of the Haylor-Spain- 


Scrimshaw School of Dancing. 


some of the big events of the year to keep 
their weather eye open. 


THERE WAS some capital dancing in the 


London District Finals of our ‘‘ Novices 
Competition ’’ at the Hammersmith Palais 
on january 20th, and the four selected 
couples show great promise of becoming 
really good competition dancers. By the 
time you read this the Grand Finals will be 
a thing of the past, and we shall know how 
these four fare against the five provincial 
couples. I am glad to say that the com- 
petition seems to have aroused a considerable 
amount of interest in the Lancashire, York- 
shire and Birmingham Districts, to which 
it was extended this year, and THE DANCING 
TIMES is very grateful to the “ Allied,’’ the 
‘" International ’’ and the ‘‘ Midland ”’ Asso- 
ciations who managed the event in those 
Districts on our behalf. 


MY REMARKS last month about the 
poor standard of Waltz music composed 


to-day was corroborated the other day ina 
broadcast by Mr. Compton Mackenzie, who 
sighed for the sparkling pre-war waltzes to 
which we used to dance about the time of the 
Coronation of King George V. I still hope 
that someone will devise a way of dancing at 
a reasonable pace to the rather fast music 
of these brilliant waltzes in the Viennese 
style—in short, invent a modern “ Boston.”’ 
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‘* When the Waltz was Young ’’ 


(K. Fridrich 


Dancing to Schubert’s music in Vienna. 


BALLROOM NOTES | 


By THE SITTER OUT 


WHEREVER I GO it is being brought 
home to me more and more forcibly each 
month that there is a very big public to-day 
interested in the “party dance.’’ The 
phenomenal success of the “‘ Lambeth Walk ” 
all over the world, and the increasing 
popularity of the “ Chestnut Tree ”’ clearly 
shows that that larger portion of the dancing 
public who do not take their dancing too 
seriously like this sort of thing, and makes 
it very plain that it is the duty of the dancing 
profession to cater for them. The Manage- 
ment of the ‘“ Blackpool Festival’ have 
realised these facts and have decided that 
the “‘ Sequence Dance Competition,’’ to be 
held on the Wednesday of the Festival, 
shall be for the best new ‘‘ Party Dance.”’ As 
usual the competition will be limited to 
teachers who are members of one of the 
recognised associations or societies. 


SOME PEOPLE think that this success of 
the “‘ Party Dance ”’ augurs a general return 
to the sequence form of dancing. Frankly 
I do not think that this will be the case; I 
cannot imagine our hard-boiled competition 
fans eschewing the delights of the Fox-trot 
or the excitement of the Quickstep. I do 
think, however, that more of the party 
spirit must be infused into our ballrooms, 


particularly those which are patronised by 
the ordinary dancer as opposed to the “ four- 
standard expert.’’ I sometimes wonder if 
the reintroduction of a square dance would, 
in many instances, meet with popular 
approval. I don’t mean an ordinary set of 
Lancers, nor even the “ Kitchen Lancers,”’ 
as we used to call them, but something on 
the lines of Alec Miller’s ‘ Charleston 
Lancers,’’ which made such a big hit when 
given as an exhibition a number of years 
ago. The steps in these were based on the 
Charleston, then at the height of its popu- 
larity. Such a square dance to-day to 
serve its proper purpose would have to be 
built up of very simple steps and configura- 
tions done to exceedingly catchy music. 
What about a “‘ Lambeth Lancers ”’ ? 


IN BIG competitions, when there are a 
number of heats in different Halls to decide 
which couples are to go forward to the Grand 
Final, it sometimes happens that the runners- 
up in one Hall (who do not go forward) are 
better than the winners in some other Hall 
where the general standard has been lower. 
In The Stay Amateur Championships this 
year this difficulty has been overcome. On 
the afternoon of the Grand Finals at Earls 
Court there will be a special Semi-final open 
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‘* When the Waltz was Young ’’ 


(K. Fridrich 


Dancing to Schubert’s music in Vienna. 
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WHEREVER I GO it is being brought 
home to me more and more forcibly each 
month that there is a very big public to-day 
interested in the “party dance.’’ The 
phenomenal success of the “ Lambeth Walk ” 
all over the world, and the increasing 
popularity of the “ Chestnut Tree ’”’ clearly 
shows that that larger portion of the dancing 
public who do not take their dancing too 
seriously like this sort of thing, and makes 
it very plain that it is the duty of the dancing 
profession to cater for them. The Manage- 
ment of the “ Blackpool Festival’’ have 
realised these facts and have decided that 
the ‘‘ Sequence Dance Competition,’’ to be 
held on the Wednesday of the Festival, 
shall be for the best new “‘ Party Dance.”’ As 
usual the competition will be limited to 
teachers who are members of one of the 
recognised associations or societies. 


SOME PEOPLE think that this success of 
the ‘“‘ Party Dance ”’ augurs a general return 
to the sequence form of dancing. Frankly 
I do not think that this will be the case; I 
cannot imagine our hard-boiled competition 
fans eschewing the delights of the Fox-trot 
or the excitement of the Quickstep. I do 
think, however, that more of the party 
spirit must be infused into our ballrooms, 


particularly those which are patronised by 
the ordinary dancer as opposed to the “ four- 
standard expert.’’ I sometimes wonder if 
the reintroduction of a square dance would, 
in many instances, meet with popular 
approval. I don’t mean an ordinary set of 
Lancers, nor even the ‘‘ Kitchen Lancers,’’ 
as we used to call them, but something on 
the lines of Alec Miller’s ‘‘ Charleston 
Lancers,’’ which made such a big hit when 
given as an exhibition a number of years 
ago. The steps in these were based on the 
Charleston, then at the height of its popu- 
larity. Such a square dance to-day to 
serve its proper purpose would have to be 
built up of very simple steps and configura- 
tions done to exceedingly catchy music. 
What about a “* Lambeth Lancers ”’ ? 


IN BIG competitions, when there are a 
number of heats in different Halls to decide 
which couples are to go forward to the Grand 
Final, it sometimes happens that the runners- 
up in one Hall (who do not go forward) are 
better than the winners in some other Hall 
where the general standard has been lower. 
In Zhe Star Amateur Championships this 
year this difficulty has been overcome. On 
the afternoon of the Grand Finals at Earls 
Court there will be a special Semi-final open 
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to such runners-up, and a number of these 
couples will be given a place in the Grand 
Finals. You will find some details of this 
competition, with a list of the London Heats, 
elsewhere in this issue. Don’t forget to 
note that to qualify for The Star Champion- 
ship you must reach the Grand Finals in 
all four dances. On the other hand, suppose 
you reach this Final in only two of the 
dances you are eligible to win prizes in those 
particular dances, The “ British Profes- 
sional Championship’”’ at Blackpool has 
been run on 

these lines for 

some years. 


LA CUECA—a 
dance from Chill 
—has just made 
its appearance in 
Paris, and M. 
Pierre sends me 
the following in- 
formation about 
it. ‘‘ A very old 
Gance, he 
writes, ‘‘ over 
one hundred 
years old, it is 
said, la Cueca is 
really a_ folk 
dance with some 
resemblance’ to 
the Argentine 
Pericon. Its 
rhythm, how- 
ever, is in 6/8, 
and it is very 
catchy. Owing 
to a certain 
rhythmical re- 
semblance to the 
Zamba, it is 
sometimes called 
the Zambacueca. 
There are a 
number of at- 
tractive tunes 
written in Cueca 
rhythm pub- 
lished in Paris 
by the firm which first introduced Conga 
music into France. A ballroom version of 
the Cueca has been arranged by M. Charles, 
the well-known Parisian teacher.”’ 
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This year’s President of the British Association of 
Teachers of Dancing. 


THE ANGLO-DANISH Match is postponed. 
It was hoped to arrange this in Copenhagen 
for Sunday, February 12th, and make a 
triangular event of it—Denmark, Germany, 
and England—but unforeseen difficulties 
appear to have arisen, and my latest advices 
from the Secretary of “‘ Danseringen ”’ are 
as stated at the beginning of this paragraph. 


Miss Nancy Lee 
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When it does take place I wonder who will 
be in the British Team ? Sonny Binick and 
Bob Robinson have crossed the Rubicon and 
turned professional since last February ; 
Bobby Israel steadfastly declines—and in 
his case very wisely—to risk a rough North 
Sea crossing, and death has recently claimed 
George Hollowavy’s charming little wife, who 
was such an asset to the party, first as Mavis 
Bezzell in 1935 and afterwards as Mavis 
Holloway in 1938. Perhaps some readers 
will forward me their ideas as to who should 
make up _ the 
eight couples 
required ? 


MAY I draw the 
attention of 
London dancers 
to the _  forth- 
coming ‘ North 
London Amateur 
Championship, ”’ 
of which some 
details will be 
found elsewhere 
in this number. 
Ihe major event 
is open to all 
Amateurs, but 
there will also be 
another com- 
petition, “‘ The 
North London 
Trophy,’ con- 
fined to _ local 
residents. A 
strong Com- 
mittee of teachers 
win. ae. 
Grey as Chair- 
man and Mr. A. 
Morgan as Hon- 
orary Secretary 
are in charge 
of these events, 
which are spon- 
sored by the 
North London 
Recorder. 


[Swaine 


THOSE who go in for competitions are asked 
to notice the list of Championships recognised 
by the “ Official Board,’’ which will be 
found on page 637, and to bear in mind that 
any Amateur who after February Ist takes 
part in any so-called ‘‘ Championship ”’ 
which is not recognised by the “ Board ”’ 
will be debarred from entering one of the 
‘“ Recognised Championships.”’ We are 
certain in the near future to come across a 
number of these unrecognised events, so it 
will be just as well for those who do not 
wish to jeopardise their right to compete in 
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“OLD-TIME” DANCE 


Crystal Palace F.C. Supporters’ 
Club 


The first “Old Time” dance to be 
promoted by the Crystal Palace Foot- | 
ball Club Supporters’ Club took place | 
on Friday evening at the Penge Hall 
and was attended with successful and 
pleasing results. There was a com- 
jany numbering about one hundred. 

A valeta competition formed a special 
item in the evening’s programme, and act- 
ing as judge was Mr. A. J. Bailey, vice- 
president of the Penge “ Buy British” Asso- 
ciation. The winners of the handsome 
prizes offered in the competition were:— 
1, Mr. F. Reed (Clapham) and Mrs. York; 
2, Mr. W. Wallis and Miss P. Culff. The 
dance music was provided by Eddy Lee’s 
Orchestra (from the Peckham Pavilion), 
the duties of master of ceremonies being 
undertaken by Coun. A. Emery (vice-chair- 
man of the Supporters’ Association), who 
Was assisted by that fine veteran, Mr. E. W. 
Annetts. Mr. D. W. Oliver (chairman of 
the Supporters’ Association) was unable to 
be present because of his recent heavy 
pereavement. 

There was a certain quiet charm about 
the old-time dance numbers that appealed 
to many, but the temptation to introduce 
modern ones could not be resisted, and he- 
fore the evening was out “The Palais 
Glide,” ‘’Neath the Spreading Chestnut 
Tree” and “The Lambeth Walk” had all 
been introduced in that order. 

Coun, Emery. in distributing the prizes, 
thanked the members of the Supporters’ 
Club for attending the dance in such large 
numbers. He especially thanked Mr. “Joe” 
Annetts, whose enthusiasm over old-time 
dances, he said, was remarkable and which, 
if generally followed, would: spell great suc- 
cess in every case. Mr. Annetts~had ren- 
dered invaluable help in the matter of the 
disposal of the tickets for. the dance. 
‘Finally, he thanked Mr. Bailey for his 
‘services as judge. 


— 


raw (bo. 
DURRANT'S PRESS CUTTINGS 


St. Andrew’s House, 32 to 34 Holborn Viaduct, 
and 3 St. Andrew Street, Holborn Circus, E.C.1. 


Telephone: CENTRAL 3149 (Two Lives). 


Daily Express 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
8 — FEB 1939 


Cutting from issue dated...........sceseseeeeee sabepannaanete ieetenveuke 


Palais Glide banned 


The Palais Glide has been banned| 
by Dartmouth (Devon) Corporation| 
because the stamping of dancers’ 
feet: has caused the floor of the 
Guildhall ballroom to move. 
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100 COUPLES SHUN 
LAMBETH WALK. 


A.G.C. DANCE AT THE LORD 
KITCHENER, WELLING. 


Is the Lambeth Walk losing its 


popu- 
larity ? 


It seemed so last Friday, for at the 
ballroom of Welling’s new hostel, the Lord 
Kitchener, where A.G.C. Club held their first 
dance of the year, a record crowd of over 
a hundred couples declined to join in: the 
Lambeth Walk. Only the club secretary, Joe 
Maher, responded to‘the -M.C.’s entreaties to 
dance the world-famous promenade, and he 
and his partner had the floor to themselves. 
There was no lack of enthusiasm, however, 
when dancers were invéted to enter the open 
foxtrot competition, for which prizes of an 
evening gown and a dressing-case were pre- 
sented to the winning couple. 

Dancing was to the Delta Band from 8 p.m. 
until midnight. The entry was large, and 
attracted many talented local dancers, includ- 
ing Mary O’Farrell and Tom Duncan. The 
judges, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis, had an unenvi- |} 


able task in finding the winners from the 
score or so entries. 


Mr, “ Bert” Case (chairman) announced 
that a further dance and carnival will take 
place on Friday, February 10, at the same 
venue, and will be organised by the cycle 
section of the club. 
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CONSERVATIVE DANCE 


ham Conservatives dropped the 
hm business of politics on Wednes- 
: ight. 
was | etmek the occasion of the Associa- 
tion’s annual carnival dance at — 
Clapham Baths Hall and about 
d. 
Te Jobs Leigh, Bart., M.P. for Clap- 
ham, who was accompanied by a 
Leigh and Mr. John Leigh, L.C.C., wel- 
athering. 
ee ey dances were danced, 
‘including the Palais Glide, the Chest- 
nut Tree, and the Lambeth Walk, to 
the music of Ted Smith and his Silver 
Star Orchestra. The M.C. was Mr. C. 
ie. | 
pip rv those present were Coun. 
Mrs. Callingham, chairman of mr 
women’s branch of the association, Ald. 
T BE. Comins, Coun. F, E, Sugden and 
. W. Greener. 
geen were distributed during 
the evening and Sir John handed the 
prizes won in the dance to the winners. 
For those who didnot dance a whist 
drive had been arranged with Mrs. E. 
M. Reeves as M.C. The prize winners 
lwere:—Ladies: Mrs. Penkett, ‘Miss 
€lark, Miss Campbell, Mrs, ‘Martin, and 
‘Mrs. Rae. Gents. ‘Mrs. Cartledge, : 
Mr. Protheroe, Mrs. Assor, Mrs. Ramon : 
and Mr. nso 5 a ier : 
ceived a consolation prize, ine 
were distributed ‘by Lady Leigh. 
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BRISTOL MANAGERS ARE CONSIDERING SOME 
RESTRICTIONS ON IT & OTHERS 


TONY’S NOTES 


The controversy over the Lambeth 


Walk, Palais Glide, etc., ban (now | O-morrow at the Provident Ballroom at, 
happily rescinded) at the Assembly | 3 


Rocms, Bath, has not been confined 
to that city by any means. 

One or two managers. in Bristol are 
seriously considering some sort of 
restriction on them. 


‘ NE well-known manager told me 


he did not mind in the least if 


the dances were- done as they were) 


intended. 

The trouble was that dancers were Over- 
doing the movements. 

“The vibration with tne stamping is 
simply unbelievable,” ke declared, “and 
the spring floor becomes almost like the 
waves of the sea. It cannot do any 
building any good, because, although the 
floors are made to take a tremendous 
amount of strain, they are bound to be 
weakened as time goes on with this 
excessive vibration, which was never con- 
tempiated when they were nuilt.” 


7 + * 
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This particular manager said he has 
now made it a rule to ask promoters to! 


‘limit the number of these dances. 
Another prominent manager thoroughly | 
agreed with these remarks, and said he 


made a point of getting promoters to put 
these dances\on before midnight, and also 
limiting the number of times they were 
played. 

As a matter of tact he intends putting a 
clause to this effect in the hiring agree- 


ment of the ballroom. 


The noise of ‘the shouting was also most 
disturbing in a residential area. 

Neither manager, like all the rest, want 
to be “kill joys,” but they do think that 
people should be more reasonable. . 

Peisonally, I think, a great deal of this 
could be stopped by the M.C. 

The snag often is that the person in 


charge of the floor does not carry. out his 


duties properly and allows the company to 
do much as it‘ likes. 

Nobody wants to see any ban ‘to. these 
pepular dances in Bristol, and it is up to 
the people who run them. to see that they 


do not drive ‘the ners pe of “me 


rooms to extreme measure: 
The committee of — 
Post Ballroom 55m mpio: 


Lambeth Walk 


i fourth place in the finais at the Hammer- 


| their way to the final by being selected: at 
| the 
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his band, as well as from many prominent 
local tradesneople Tickets, 2s. 6d. each, 
re obtainable at all cinemas. 


Another dance to note is the Motor Ball. 
in aid of the Motor Trade Benevolent 
Fund, being held at The Assembly Rooms, 
Bath, on February 17. 


Billy Cozens and his band hada freez- 
ing time last week when returning from 
an engagement. 


STAMPING 
MUST CEASE 


Official Board of Balircom Dancing, meets 
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\ They attempted to come over the Men- 
dips, and ran into such huge drifts that 
they were stuck up all night in their cars, 
despite the gallant effort of one member 
ing an authorised one (for example the ae hep = ro japon ae . 
Evenirs Post Ballroom Caamplonship) | vont forget that.trip in a hurry. "ne 
dates from February 1). I hear that Graham Sevior is coming 
back to the band. Another heat of the 
.Evening Post Championship will be held 
at this ballroom on February 11. To-night 
& special comic balloon dance will be 
staged. Don’t forget Mrs. Gill’s dinner 
-and dance..on February 20. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris are holding another | 


of their “special” nights at The Provident 
on February 9. 


p.m. to discuss furtner details. All 
‘members are requested to attend. 

Piease note that the Official Board’s | 
ban on amateurs taking part in an 


unauthorised championship from enter- 


ove ove oe 
It was a grand performance by Mr. Bing 
Eaves and Miss Cynthia Pelling to secure 


smith Palais of Tne Dancing Times 
Novices’ Competition, open to the whole 
of England: The result is perhaps the best 
any local couple has accomplished for 
years. 

They were up against the hottest field of 
novices that could possibly be. 

The local couple, curiously enough, won 


Birmingham and District area heats, 
there being no Bristol heat in which they 
could enter. 

Their performance is all the more praise- 
worthy as they are not regular partners in 
competitions. 

Mr. Hubert Bright, the hon. secretary of 
| the Bristol Evening Post Ballroom Cham- 
pionships, who has now started a Monday 
afternoon instruction class at his Kings- 
way School of Dancing, -was - presented 
with a gift by members of the Aero 
Engines, Ltd., at their dance. 

‘Miss Eileen Heaven, one of the principals 
of the West of ‘England Academy of 
Dancing, Clifton, tells me that there will 
be Imperial Society ballroom examinations 
in Bristol on Saturday. March -18, for 
membership, assoeiateship, and all medals. | 
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Reginald Williams is to begin accel 
for Columbia. He tells me‘ he is making a | 
double-sided record in London this week 
end that on it will be heard Al Bowley and 
Sandra Shane singing with the Futurists. 

Make a note of Cinema. Usherettes’ 
Ball, being held at The Coliseum Ballroom 
on February 10. A Sire 
Cinema Trade Benevolent: Pund. <2 
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| DANCING IS 
BIGGEST BOOM 
IN HISTORY 


Joe Loss Thinks 
Party Dances Are | 


Responsible 


Dancing is enjoying the biggest 
boom in its history—not forgetting 


the crazy days of the Charleston. 


That is the opinion of Joe Loss who, 
with his band, is broadcasting. 

Partly py ona he suggests, is the 
ifact that a large number of young men 
in the Forces, who have not yet been 
icalled up, have time to spare which they 
would not normally have. 

“Another reason,” Mr. Loss told a 
reporter, “is the stimulating effect of 
party dané¢es like ‘Lambeth Walk,’ 
‘Under the Spreading Chestnut Tree,’ 
and so on 

“I introduced ‘Boomps a’ Daisy,’ and 
recently I introduced the latest party 
dance, the ‘ Black-Out Stroll’ 

“This depends for its effect on 
extinguishing all lights while certain 
bars of music are being played.” 


DEMONSTRATORS 


Mr. Loss cannot understand why the 
dancing boom in London is not so 
marked in the Provinces. | 

“What is needed bore than anythin 
else,” he said, “is for dance halls an 
ballrooms to have their own staffs of} 
demonstrators to show the public how tof 
do all the latest dances.” 

Although the youngest front-rank 
dance band leader—he is only 28—he 
now has a very big following. 

He left a “straight” orchestra just 
before the talkies arrived and, at the 
age of 18, formed his own dance band, 

He is one of the hardest-worked leaders 
in London, usually works 16 hours a day 
and occupies one of the three top places 
in a recording company’s good Ks. 


STRICT TEMPO 


He believes his success to be due largely 
to his insistence on playing music for 
dancers. He believes in what is known 
as “strict tempo,” or correct dancing 
tempo. 

Joe it was who introduced “ Dancing } 
Time for Dancers” and “Roll Up the} 
Carpet” features, both of which have 
helped to revive interest in dancing. 

_ He refuses to believe that there is 

a future for “ ends ge dancing. 

“Folk who like it ought to take up 

adagio dancing,” he _laconically 

observed. : 

Joe has had impressive offers from the 
United States and Australia, but has 
turned them down. 

“I like England,” he smiled, “though 
as a matter of fact I have been 
-approached to go over to France to play 
for the troops. I hope to go there as 
soon as the band is available. 

By the way. if you see Joe around with 
a deeply furrowed brow is. only 
| tying to recall where he spent his youth. 
| é lived in Bristol when he was a boy. 
“ But for the life of me I can’t remember 
| where,” he said. s 
‘Can ar yDOC y-help ? 
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— went to Maples: in Tottenham Court Rd. to find ou t the codt of 


neon li and installation. Shown from mmin building to the neon dept. 


a 
This in an old warehouse, and Obs. led up three flights of narrow wooden : 


ae | 


stepse On each side of every landing were doors opening into workrooms 


a! ~—> 


where Bbuld be seen men working on neon signs. The building was old and 
not very well lit. 

Otservor shown into showroom and asked to wait for the sales manager. 
Showroom was IO't x 8' and about IO! high. There were neon signs (examples 


of the different coloured strips) in each corner, and a square in four 


colours on the ceiling. In addition there was a show case of freon strips 


en NR oe 


“oe 


and a rack with metal letters of various types . Two dining chairs - the- 
frame of one being very loose, and a leather easy chair completed the 
room fittingds. There was a faded carpet on the floor. 

Manager came in - about 35. Obs. told him he was doing ®:me research into 
dance hall exteriors and could he obtain any information as to the cost : 
of fitting and installing neon signs on dance halls. Manager gave him the 


fohblowing information. 


There id a vast difference between the bonsumption of bulb lighting and 
that of neon. The initial cost of installa ion is higher for neon but 

his is amply repaid in the lowere running costs. Ces. They did. a rest=- 
aurant waich had had bulbs before. They fittée I3 4" letters and the result 
was inereased legibilty and decreased consumption, with the result that in 
4+ years they had paid for the installation in the saving in consumption. 


Costs of rumiing very low e.g. Paramount Dance hall would probably use 
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Maples AH. 2301639 


about 2 units an hour. The cost of a unit varies from about 47d upwards 

so that they would not be spending more than a shilling or I/6 a day, in 
currente JIO0O' neon tube would probably consume about 800 watts = and 

for this one could have a fair display. But 8 I00 watt bulbs would not 
give much of a display. 

Most places used their neon on the rental basis - firms like Maples renting 
them the signs and maintaining them at a fixed rate a week. £2 - 3 a week 
the average charge including service. A sound job would give very litte 
trouble. eeg. the place next door had been fitted by Maples and had had 
only three breaks in the last 5 years. 

The cost of installation dependec on the construction of the sign md 
wuld vary between I0/- and I5/- per foot. 

Neon had first appeared in Germany in [923 and had been used here for 
about the last IO years. He had been with the firm 7 years, and it had 


been going about three before he joined. 


(Interview makes it alltthe more remarkable that dance halls put up such 
a@ poor show. Of course the reason may be sought in many places - deliberat 


policy - though this seems unlikely - finance, though the cost apart from 


initial installation is so small,inefficient management, some idea about 
dancers not needing such exterior attractions etc. This will emerge in Ny 


later study.) 
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eee ervor went to L.C.Cc. to find out details of the number of Aance halls i 
London. Sent to Room ei2 by commissionaire and thence to room 200A. to a in 
MreClarke. He told Obs. that it was difficult to pnroviide any inforne ion wi 
as the official list so far as he knew onlv contained those halls which in 
had a:years licence, whereas the majority Had onlv short period licenses | th 
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usually renewed monthiy. Sent Obs. to room 202. Here man about 
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with 6d. subscriptions they managed to evade the law in that respect. At 
Man in charge came in and told Obs. that it was impossible to get hold of th 
a complete list of dance halls. In fact they would welcome one t 
Only way would be to enquire at different police stations for the halls in S65 
each area as they would be bound to have some sort of list for their own | At 
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iniquity I call them. If you found out the truth about half of those places 


| @s and the licensing was the L.C.C.'s job. He gave Obs the names of all 


and the constable. Said that Bexley Heath was the rmext stn. It was in the 


‘Rext stn. to Bexley Heath, 
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DANCE “hod, die l.e . 2lebése 


Ps Me 
First weft to Blackheath Rd. Police Stn. to find names of local halls. Pol 


iceman attended @bs in enquiries. Said he didn't know anything about dane- 

ing himself and would callg another man. When Obs. said he was connected 

with an organisation writing a book on dancing the officer added "Dens of 
4% 

they'd be dosed tomorrow," 


Other officer aged ¢.30 attended Obs. Gaid that thay actually published 


no list. They were only connected with the question of drink on thepremis- 


the halls (from memory - he said he had covered the lot) in the d strict 
and told him that the next best place to call would be Lee Stn. Mentioned 
vhilst reviting the names that the place on the top floor of Burton's in 
Greenwich was a'pretty red-hot place'. But as for his colleagues remarks on 
the rest they were all right really. 

Thence to Lee station. Sergeant attended Obs. and passed him on to a mnst 
able who also recited from memory with the help of a colleague the halls in 
the areae Said next station was at Eltham. 

At Eltham the Obs. ahd same reception. No list kept and Officer looked over 
the list given at Lee and said that they had covered all Be could think of 
in his area. Next stn. was at Sidceup~angarthes mtgnt -be-abie-there-to-tehl 


Sbs-ef-halils—-in-trith-as-well. 


At Sidcup Obs givem names of the halls, again from memory by the sergeant 


Metropohitan area but outside the L.eC.C. area. There thy m-y be able to 


give details of the area round about about including "Brith which ws the 
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Dance halls. A.H- x! IU, 09 4 7 3G: 


At Bexley Heath the officer said he didn't know about the dance halls as 
it was the council's job to license them. The sergeant said he didn't eith 


er. “hey did not try to give Obs. any names from memory as at the other 


stns. and sug ested that Obs. called at the council in the morning as it 


was then closed.(Gp.m.). Gave Obs the telephone number of the counél. 
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: NAMES © ie don FROM POLICS STNS, 
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Blackheath Pd. 
t 32 


rOLicSe St. 


Names of those given here wiich are not 


Laurie Grove 3Satha,. Laurie Grove. (rag 
AREY SH, 
Pines Restaurant, Lewisham High de 


Yall on ton 


St. Peter's Hall, Creek Fd, 


Church Hall Blackheath, 


, 


Vooowich (Private military 


Lee Stn. 


Chiesnan's Lewisham, 


Dm. 
Lue 


Hall at Junetion of Sltnam 


Lochaber Hall. (“o address given) 


FATT, gon! S 1.6% ; isnan e 


i 7 so 
Hall, FPootseray de 


~~ 


King's Biscuit Yactory (VYeren!t 
House, Baring “°d. 
Mary © x f 


School 1,8N1@ e 


SLACUP « 
wi 


Cau ish Hag ld 


Territorial Barracks ¢Privete dances) 


Hatherlee Rd. Hall 
Tdeel Home Club, 
British Legion Oxiord Rde 


Sidcup Workers! Club. 
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floor of Burton's stove, Chureh S 


Foaperate Drill b Bats Rectory Lanes . 
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Regular dances) 
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Interviews on exteriors. ASH. xX 2heiLesd tees 


Outside of Locarno Streathan. 
" b 30 Middle classe 


"Well as a building I dn't think it attractive. It is the lighting which 


is. The lighting is sood = won you know. Perhaps down below it B not 
so good (By this he meant the space between the name "Locarno" and the ’ 
canopy). It is funny you asking me = I was just thinking how out of keeping 
that tiling on the Gaumont is with the architecture generally. It does not 
So with those pillars at all. But I do think the lighting on the Locarno ' 
Makes the people go in. It is very well done. : 
C 


q 


a IC 


Exterior interviews. Locarno. A.H. Cbele3d 


x| 


6 30 Middle class 


"I think it's plain. There is nothing nice about it . It is so plain, It's 
not well done at all really. There is nothing to catch the eye of the pas-= 
ser by. Look &@ the arrangement of the lights. There sbauld be something 

round the front of the canopy. There is nothing to catch the eye as you ¢¢ 


2Q 
come along. They could have a hanging sign projecting out from the building. 


I don't think it has been well done at all. 

As a matter of fact I dé very little dancing myself. I go to the office 

dance and that's about all. But last summer I went to Achill Island in the 
¢~SeW. of Ireland in County Mayo. Well one night I went to the local dance- 
hall - just a rough shed you know with benches on the two sides. It was I6 
miles to the nearest railway station and some of the girls cycle IO miles 
to ge%¥ to it. The dance begind at II pem. atid goes on till 3. And can they 
dance 4 It was amazing. The dances lasted. about 5 to 6 minutes each and 


they went straight on from one to the next. Some of the girls were bare=- 


|, footed. They used to be in groups of four and the toe of one would touch 
the heel of the next and they'd spin round like that for the whole six 
minutese Any short girls were literally carried off their feet. And from Zz 
this they w@uld go right on to the next dance. If a girl wants a rest the 


next dance off she just comes off the floor 4nd sits on the knee of the 


nearest fellow. well I was sitting out - I wasn't going to make a fool.of 
myself in front of that lot, and when one came and sat on my knee I was 
quite fllabergasted at first - but I looked round and saw that everyone 


else was doing it, so I thought 'In that case if they do it it's O.K. with 
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Exterior interviews, Locarno.e A.He 21e1e39 


, 
a—d 


mel It was grand fun. They reakly do dance there. None of this modern 
stuff. I wuldn't go in there (nodding his head towards the Locarno) if 
. 

you paid me. Yes,. Just you tune in to Athlone sometime —- any night between 
S8e50 and 9.20. I suppose you are home some nights ? Well just you listen i 
to it then. They get the spirit of the thing there. They can't imitate it “ 
here. Brian Lawrence and people like that can't get it the same you know. c 

No, I've never seen anything like it. I'm one of those people who = * 
when I visited a »lace like to poke my nose into everything - see what the C 
think, how they worship, how they amuse themselves - everything Ap¢é le 
et a chance you co to Denmark. I went there a few 

here 


years ago for a holiday and I've been dissatisfied with Z% ever since. You 


ton eer bee. 4 ~ antuni* > Pomes '! 
know there is no SLPit here somehOWeececees 


> 
. 
’ 


From here he digressed on the political condition of the country - 
he was anti-Chamberlain, on the problem of unemployment (he thought that 
this problem had got out of hand now and was insoluble). Ha strong views 
- admired LLoyd George and his work at Churtsey. He himself 

considerin~ soins to New Zealand this vear to settle - he was a land- 


seane cardener by vnrofession and honec to find work fairly easily - but 


ntend coin= until he nad a job to go to. *inalidy betore going ne 


feii you kiow what: i ink abouv vils Dulld-unge it i8 $0 unastracvive | 
and could do with some more lighting to draw the attention of people to ite 
Say some lights round the’ edge of the canopy and perhaps a sign on the 

wall which Gould be seen as you go along the road towards it. And I think 


the girl in the cash desk looks an idiot in that Av% hat." 


~ “Well yes I think it displays itself very well to the public. The lig 
1s good and does attract people. But of course the Streatham Hill TI 
ls unsurpassable in this area in that respecB. But the shops in front ( 
ee Of the Locarno spoil it. They are out of keeping with the rest o 
» building. I think dance halls are.a good idea. I'm a poiice officer 


ov “\ wer + ‘ _ %. ~*~ =~ on - ‘ ~~ - ~_- a — - ‘ ™ a re a. ad 1 . oa. € “te 
very useful in keeping people off the streets. 
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"¥tts not like a dance hall. The windows are bad for one thing. it doesn't 
another 
. a a Ss 2 Ves hei tines , a a “ : ~a > sce liA WYO «4 a 
make itself look like a dance hall for gyri¢é thing. It should be better 
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than the one in Croydon. This place has been up about 1O years now, + Uiinh. 
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Exterior interviews, Locarno. A.He elele3d 


® 35 Working chasse 


— 


-—-- 


"Well I think it is very well lit. I think the lighting is 


) 


good thin 


UQ 


K situatec mear the theatre which is » This means that a lot of 


people pass it and this probably brings them more peoples 


xi IG 


} ion Tt T las ta . TF . 
uxterior counts, L carno. AeHe cleledD 


db 830 Middle cdass 


"“Weli ZL think it would be better with something flashing = you know some 
Sign tio draw the attention. One or two floodlights on the canopy would 
help. They would light up that dark patch. You look at the people on the 
busese Very few turn to look at ite 


I used to do a lot of dancing. I went at least three times a week for two 


on 


7 


years but haven't been much for the last years It was a real craze with 
me =~ I got real satisfaction from it and felt I got a thrill out of it 
which I didn't get from anything else. I loved it then = it was a mania 
with me. But I don't seem to get anything out of it now. I got fed-up doing 
the same steps. The atmosphere got me down tooe Everyone going round with 
© lem faces. There was no spirit in the thing. 

I never went here much. I used to go to the Grandison in Norbury - near 
the Rex cinemaeAlso the Eltandia in Middle Way near Mitcham Common. That 

is a small hall and attracts the local residents mainly. It is WAé72Z/ not 
very well known I don't think. The Grandison is fairly well known and has 
dances regularly. 

Yes when I went then it meant something to me.When you are keen on it like 
that it expresses something in you. 

The Horns is another local place. That is at Kennington, just near the 
church. It is on the corner - you can't miss it. But it isn't weal lit or 


anything like that. None of these places are. Look at the Lido in Croydon. 


You'd never know it was there. That's a poor place. It is the wrong shape 


for a dance hall- long and narrow. None of them seem well lit. 
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Exterior interviews, Locarno. A.He Clele 3D 


I don't think anyone would come in here because of the outside of the placé. 
One hears about these places from friends - I get tickets occasionally. 
They offer you a ticket and you take it, not because you want to go specia 
liy but because you have nothing to do on a Saturday. It is never the 


ov 


outside that draws people’ 


mt 


Exterior interviews, Locarno. Aelie ae Lede 


O 40 Middle class 


Wely I hardly know wnat to saye Yes I think it is all right. The lighting 


48 good isn't ite It seems to display itself all right." 


6 50 Working class 


“Yell I don't know anything about dancing myself. You'd have to wk my two 
boys about that. But about the building I don't know really. It could do 
with something to light that dark patch. Some lights there would brighten 
it upe And it could co with something to show it up better as you come 
along. Now you take the Gaumont there. The lights attract the eye. There 


is something on the side. When you see cafe restaurant you say'Helbo there 
is something here'. YOu cansee it as you come towards it. Well there is 
nothing here. You want something as you come round the bend. You are no 


sooner at’ it than you have past it." 


; | 
6 25 Working class 
Mell the lighting is good. It shows up well. But there is nothing to tt 


make you say that this is a darice hall. It lomwks more like a picture- 


palace at first view." 


I x} Ib 
Exterior interviews. Hammersmith Palais. AeHe 2361639 


, 
L 7 
’ 


Ie : o 40 Working class 


“ T mn't think it is attractive at all. The lighting is all right I 
suppose. But eveywhere here it ige"the Palais this and vhe Paiais thet". 
Lots: of chaps in the office go. Of wurse-it extends right back behind 
those buildings. I con't know whether the use those houses actually. But 


it is plain outside." 


Ze. QO 25 Middle class 
“ Well I can't tell you now. (Ob8s ‘Does it put itself across to the 
public 7') Oh yes rather. It is quite atractive. 


Se | fe wie Working 


" Well it's all right. It is brignt underneath but up above it is very drab 


You wouldn't see it if you didn't know where to lok.Anyone who was looking 


round for somewhere for a night out wouldn't be attracted by it." 
4e O 35 Middle 


“Well I'm a atranger round here, I'm not interested in jazz or anything rs 


a eel 
eS . 


| like that, so 7 couldn't say." 


"TJ don't do a lot of dancing myself but I think the outside is too small 
compared with the inside. My uncle - and he has lived in Namiersaith all 
his life = went there recently +o the Lyon's bang. He said he bad no 


idea that it was such a size inside. No 1v is very dinvy outside." 


6. fa Working — 


4 yy Ln 
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f q "Well I dont t go aencing my ht But I think it could be mich phereten’ nl 
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Exterior interviews. Hammersmith Palais 


I think they should have something far more attractive to draw the crowds. 
I an ofeen askeC by people on the Broadway corner where it, ls. They really 
@-uld dod with something nearer the Broadway. Yes you ofeén see them askin 


where bt rf —@ " 


te 4 2 Middle 

“Well it's all right, but 1s overcrowded. It could do with bringing out 
But I don't sec how they could do ite The outeide is <11 right 

more. nut | don't see now wily COULT: QO Le he OVULSiCe aS ¢st Pais Vs 


~\2 om e ‘4 , A1% ot cny> * + <a —- ° v * os Te at 1. » x _ -~ } 
thouch nerhaps it could do with a bit on the top to make it brighter.’ 


Se . ? 50 Vorking 
"Well I don't go dancing. I've not been in myself. It seems bright enough 


outs ice,’ 


9 © 25 Midéle 
“well T think it is All rivit. The people who vo to the Palais @n't bother 
sh out the outside. The place id brighter inside. It is cuite nice inside 


except for :one blank spot where you can't hear the music." 


10. © 30 Middle | 
"T don't studv dancing myself much. It is rather squat though, isn't it ? 

: 
It could do with something a little higher up, I don't know mich avout it | 


myself but I think they could do a little better than that." | 


7, 0 5O Mi¢cdle : 


" I dom'*s know mich about it really. The Lighting is rather nice Dut it. | 


could do with sometining on the top don't you think?" ae 


t 


; 


s 
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cLerior tuabarviews. Hammersmith Peleis. AeHe Co eho ae 
I26 , 6 50 Working 


" Well with all the money they have they could make Z4# them much more 
attractive. J don't mean more lights, but they could posh up the front a 
bit. It map be all right inside - I don't know, I don't dance now. I used 
to do a rare lot at one time but other things have cropped up and the 


situation is too serious now anyway. " 


I3s Q 20 VYorkin- 

"No T don't think it is sttractive a bit. It is a very nice place inside 
and they could do more to attract attention to the place, I've thought 
that for a long time. Are they going to alter it than? (Obs. explains) 

Oh that is very ineteresting.(Ne telis her about the Penzuinj “hat is 
the name? T must pet. that. Well there yau ere. I don't think it nice out- 


side at all. 


T4e 0 20 working. Vita IS 
" Yes I think it is too near the bus stop. The outside is not good cnough 


for the insid-,." 


The a I6 Working. 
"TtSs all right. It seems uttractive." 


; 


I7. O 20 Mia@dle (Trench) 


"Well I don(t know. It's very simple. I don't like it. I think it wmuid be 
made mere attractive. The outside shouldm't be gaudy but it should be gay 


gnd cheerful. That tobacconist spoils it to begs with. It shouldn't le: 


there a all. It, is all right I suppose but it lacks something." 
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Intrance to hall has I08 frontage and over it on the tiles 1s ‘Central Hall 
in white on blue ground. Over entrance double faced box gd gn projects from 
wall, facing up and do High St. with 'Central “all' on ite Further smaller 
box sign facing road is in poreh itself.(Also hs 'Central Hall'). The whole 
building centred dout the entrance to the hall. It has three storeys an 
above the entrance is a tower with :& uttiee Piers with linear decorations 


flank each window in the Lrd sto 
decorated with a combination of li 
Segment at the base decorated in a 
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ing. Two pairs of doors for entrance, divided by @ncrete pillar. Three 
steps up and a metal bannister rail between two doors civides entrances. 
No lighting outside building. A board over the two dets of doors had a 
neatly pal ited dion 'St. Giles' FBarish Hall’! and there re notice boarcs 
either side of the entrance. 

C-mbe well Baths. (164) 

Off main road down Artichoke “lace. being the bottom of the cul de sae. 

® storey building with I6 windows,(3.5.5.3.) and two entrances - o en 
one women. Box sig:. on lamp post gn front of building ('’Public Baths'). 
Building erected I89I (Notice con commemoration stone to this effect). 

No indication that there was hall there, but there was a notice board wi 
posters annoui.cing political meeting and dances. Fr 2 es 
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Bradfield Mission, Commercial Way (Off Southampton Way) 


Gymnasium at the back of the Bradfield Boy Scout's Headquarters) in 
p Commercial Way. This an early Victorian building = two houses being 
used as one premises (houses single fronted, small front area and s 
steps up). Gym quite invisible from the road, access being obtaine 
by a passage about 4' wide down side of house nearest Rosemary St.) 
Gym a corrugated iron and sténe building, with no lighting outside, 
Entry by small door (@' x 7") in co rner nearest the road, 
Don't hold regular dances but merely an occasional one,., Next will 
be on St Patricks Night. In front of the Scouts' house is a notice 
board on which posters of the dance would probably be displayed. 


St. Aptholin's Hall,Barthforth Rd, 


Plain brick building set back off rd. ahout I5 feet.Symmetrical fro 

ntage, the building being shaded by two trees set in the aavement 1 

front, A playground on one side and a building containing four flat 

on the other, This a newly constructed building (looked a year or t 

two old, specially designed as flats). Church hail looked about 5 

years old the brick work being Quite dirty. 

Doble door to entrance which was recessed into a porch about3d' back 

The doors plain wood and in faded blue paint. 

This'a side street off Nunhead Lane, the houses being lower middle 

class residences about 40 years old, with small front area and priv 

et hedges. 

No notice board outside or even the name of the hall, only a found- 
F ation stone in the porch, 


Cambridge House Hall, Addington Square, 


This looked about 50 tears old - even more, ‘'wo doors at side, one 
& SMall doorway (door 3' x 7') with a lamp over it. This just a wal 
bulb with a wire frame over it - actually the bulb was missing. 
Q@uer this door slightly to the right of it a rough notice board in 
red paint, with two posters advertising the next dance, : 

20 yds down road the second entrance, about 6' wide with a double 
door with two small oval glass panels one in each door, Another ligh 
over this as before (also with bulb missing) and above it a metal 
bracket which had probably held a gas light originally. Surround of 
entrance painted yellow. Small porch recess - about 35 feet back, On 
overmantel (stone painted yehlow) a fruit design (grapes) around a 


shield, 
No name of building. 5 sets of flat multi pane windows between two 
. entrances and a further 2 sets beyond the second l.rger entrance. A 


pair over the small door and one to the side of it. 
This a working class area, the dance advertised - see dance posters 
for same date as this - costing 6d, 


Pb 


; | iT x 1g 
Pos tera for Dancese 1 AeHe 


i 
roup on corner of Sumner Rd and Peckham High St, 


Dulwich Baths, Large Hall 
4-Star Ball, Feb 16th. 
Personal Appearance of Godfrey Winn. 
L@s Harris and his famous band. 
immy Privett (South London's Red-hot Trumpeter ) 
MeC. Chas Denton, 
Dancing from 7,30. 1/6 Balcony to watch 6d, 


Dulwich Baths, Large nall | 
Feb Iith, 7.50 
St Valentine's Eve Ball 
Billy Walton and his Velta Band. 
1/6 Balcony 6d, 


Co-op House, leb 14th. 
7,409% 
St Valentines Ca nival Ball 
Al Tallach and his Florida Club Dand, 


Dulwich Baths, Large Hall. 
Feb I8th, 8 = 11.50 
Non-stop dancing to 2 bands. 
Gaumont Swing Orchestra 
Manhattan Melody “akers. 
Numbers will be Limited fordancing comfort. 


Manor Place Baths, 
Sat. Fes. I8th. 7.40 
James Barrell and Elsa Wells demonstrating. 
a and his Delta Band, 
1/6 


Princes Hall, Lambeth Baths, Kennington kd, 
Feb 14 th, I/= Balcony 6d. 
St Valentine's Ball 
Open Hox=trot Competztion 
Don Smith and his Rhythm Boys. 
Yea " Lie¢dO0 


Camberwell Baths, 
Sate Feb Iith. 
St Valentanes (Ladies Choice) 
Microphone Talent Competition 
Waltz Competition, 
Harry Walker and his Ramblers, 
7250 I/6 Balcony 6d. 


te ae 


Dance Fosters, 3 Astle x\ 3 Dei edd 


Advert in window of 'Quality' cleaners in Peckahm “igh st. 


'pancing Time. Look your best. Let us clean your dance dresses, tr 
from 3/6'(Figure of couple dancing dn one side of the poster.). 


Poster in shop i; Rye Lane for 

Annual Ball, Lewisham Town Hall 

8=- li am. BS 

Harry Leader and his Broadcasting Dboys. 

“yt of proceeds to S.E.London _efugee lund, 
35/6 


Wilde and Marshall, Cleaners, Rye Lane, 
Large Cardboard Centrepiece advert in window. 
Dance Frocks Cleaned and Pressed, 


Corner of Gordon Rd and Nunhead Grove 
Poster on wall over another dance poster 
Catford Town “all, Boxing Day 

Seiect Carnival Ball ss 

Al Tabor and his Ballroom Yrchestra, 
from the Princes Restaurant, Piceddilly. 
M3C. Eric Rouse. 

4/6 double. 2/6 at door, 


School of Music, Heaton d (Off Rye ,ane) 
. Syncedpation taught, 3 } 
Pia no accordion, 


Roster on Cambridge House “all. (2 copies on same noard) 


Social Dance (Picture of 3 couples dancing) 

Thursday Night Feb 9th,.1959 

Dancing from 8 - II.5Q. to Jimmy Silver and his band 
at Cambridge House Geli. 

Spot Prizes. Admission 6d, 


Poster on StAntholins Parish Yhurch, Nunhead “ane, 
Old Boys and “enior Girls Club Dance. 
Cheltenham College Mission pall, Banstead St. 
Thursday Feb 9th. 
with Billy Stanton and his band, 
& = EL pm, Admission I/- 


Posters on back of window of Camberwell Cafe, 173 Camberwell kd 
(A workman's cafe) : 
‘M.D,.P? present 

At 01d Kent Rd Baths 

St Valentine Night Kevel, prues Feb 14th, 

Billy Walton and his New Yelta Band. 


72-50 I/- in advance 1/6 at door 


From ‘ 
Ii8 Hillingdonst 4 Aylesbury St 86 Dato *t 
152 Manor Place L?7 Alfreton Sta 


Posters for vances 


Camberwell ,afe (Contd) 


Old Kent *“‘d “aths. 

We & R. Again request your presence 

St Valentines Carnival 

Sat Feb Iith, 

Commander in Chief Larry Haynes 5.085. 

Tommy guns and gas masks must be left in the cloakroom. 
Free parking for tanks, 

You will be led over the top by Sergt. Carter and the Sth Georgians 
specially releasee from C.B, 

War declarec 7,36 Armistice II,.30 

Place inthefront ling I/6 

Popular mess room 

Bomb proof shelters,.6d.to view, 

Review of the O,en Foxtrot competition 

Join in the greatest battle South “ondon has evrbknown,. 


Also poster for Princes Haal (See above] 


137 

New Church Rd. 2 posters in window for 
London Auxilliary “ire Brigade 

Social Dance and Gabaret 

Avondalw Hall, London #d., Clapham, 
Friday Feb IOth, 

Fred Smallwood and his Band 

Single I/6 Double 2/6 


Hairdresser corner of New CHurch Rd and Southanpton Way 

Clemence Hall, Elmington S,.f.5 

Present a éanee-atGrand Dance to be held at St Giles Hall, Benhill 
Rd. On Sat IIth Feb,1939 

Dancing 7,30 = II.30 

Lake Spensers Monarchs Tickets Single I/6 Double 2/6 Any two pers 
ons, obtainable withina and from 26 Lormond rove, 


Blunden Rd corner 

The Horns Assembly rooms (Small Hall) Kensington 
A grand Dance Friday 3rd Feb 1999 

Dancing from 7,30 

Jimmy Goding and his Band 

Fully licensed bar and refreshments 

I/6 admission. Right of admission reserved 


Also posters of Dulwich kd Baths Ball IIth Feb and 4=stars ball. 
Rly Bridge Camberwell New Rd, 

Dulwich Baths Val Ball & Camb. Val Val Ball 

Horns i'eb 3rd. 


Knatchbull Rd Rly bridge Camb Baths Val Ball 
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|; DANCE PALCES IN WANDSWORTH, AH, #4 90 12.2,.39 


AY I. - Wandsworth Town Hall , Wandsworth High “treet, 
2. ~Ruskie Hall, Upper: Richmond Road, Putney. 
3. - Zeetats Reataurant, corne of Upper Richmond Rd and Putney High Skt. 
: 4, . The White Lion Inn, Putney High Street. 
| 5. : The Star and Garter Inn, Lower Richmond Rd., Putney. 
6. ‘St. Mary's Hall, Hotham Rd., Putney. 
7, »Roehampton Parish Hall, Akton Rd. , Roehampton. 
8. - Southfield Club, Standen Kd., Wandsworth, 
9. :. Laurence Hall, Standen mm Fe Wandsworth. 
TO. “eee cigetenaae Halls, Upper Tooting ““d., Tooting. 
Ile 
12. -Methodist Central Hall, Broadway, Lower Tooting, 
13, : Norma Masons School of Dancing, 84 Balham High rd. 
I4, U€lapham Winter Gardens, Clapham High Street, 
IS. *Clapham Baths, Clapham Manor St, 
16.4- Locarno, Streatham Hill. 
I7. -A.B.C. Restaurant, The High Parade, Streatham High Rd, 
18. - Miss Anette Finey, 5 Ockley Rd., Streatham, 
19, Prentis Hall, Prentis Rd., Streathan,. 


| 20. ‘Streatham Hall, “treatham High Rd, 
| 2I, Streatham Baths, Strea tham_High Rd. 
eee * The Manor Arms, 135 Mitcham Lane Streatham 
9g 2D. erent Halls, "Rutford Rd., Streatham, 
246 
: 252 ~ot,. Alban's Parish Hall, Pretoria Rd., Thrale kd, Streatham, 
26. Dene Hotel, Leigham Court Rd. 
: A] Farnan Hall, Farnan ‘ea St reatha m. 
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Dance Halis In Wandsworth. A.H. XI 20 12,2,39 


These include the following :- 


Restaurants and Dance “alls. SeiO, 16, IL7} 
Public Houses. 3e(4,5 22) 

Dance Hall and Wrestling Ring. Ie (14) 

Private Dance Halls. 4,(23-4,18,13) 
Church and Mission Halls. 6,.(6,7 g Te, BO ,25) 
Public Baths. 2.(15,21) 

Municipa 1 Halls. Ie(L) 

Cl1udSe I. (8) 

Private Hall and Assembly Rooms, 4.(2,10-II,1I9) 


aw, 
Oo 
* 


Of the above 25 halls in twbh cases two halls are situated in the same 
building and can be used independently of each other,.(I0—II3; 23-24) 


Of these halls 8 (one of which was one of the halls with two separate 
halls on the same premises) were situated on corners, These included 
a) All, 3 pubs.(4,5,22) 
b) 4 Church and Mission 4alls(6,7,12,25) 
c) 2 Private Dance Halls( 23-24) 


17 of the halls are situated on the main road (68%), The exceptions 
are 8,9,15,18,19,25=4, 25. 


Of the halls in this area only one (16) has any form of external light 
advertisement to draw attentiom to the fact that dancing is held theré- 


IZ of the halls had, at the time of inspection some indication that 
dancing formed part of the activity of the hall either 
a) In the form of posters advertisng forthcoming dances (2,6,I5) 
b) In the form ‘of general posters advertising dancing(3, 418,18, gl7, 
LOM4 
ec) In form of notificathon to effect that hall might be hired 
for dancing (19,21) 


bor, the halls, with the probsble exception of No.3 are over IO years 
OLG » 

There is a ma rked tendency for the halls to form agglomerations, the 
tendency bejng most conspicuous in Streatham, In fact with the except 
ion of the Roehampton Parsh Hall(7) they—-aexve at4-in-feur-queuses 


hE is isolated the other halls are all near to at least one other 
hall, 


A glance at the map will show that the halls all tend to group themse 
lives round the through thoroughfares, It is probable that this will 
be reflected in the patrons place of residence - whether it is inside 


or outside area - and it will be interesting to get some data on this 
important point. 


8 of the buildings are in stone,9 are in brick, and 5 are in stone 
pat Pager 3 have i. ghehe A lt have 2;8 have bol ‘3 nen as oe ae Basics bes 
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ual Dark when visited hall but could see th t it was a 2 storey building 
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Wandsworth Dance Halls. AH. x! Lo IM .2.3 


RUSKIE ee ape Ss OkmonS Rd., Putney. 


Higher up tien’ Keawi ok Rd, Annexe to large double fronted house. Box 
sign over entrance "Ruskie Hall" (sign faces forward and is set ig 
between the sides of the arch which forms the entrance, Arch about 20 
ft. high and reveals a staircase leading up to the hall. Stairs in g 
stone - c, 20 of them. Skylight gives extra kight on to stairs, An 
extending frame gate across the arch. To left of entrance as yo face 
it a lamp illuminating two notices - one faded. This read ‘Cars must 
not park in front of this entrance! Other read 'No parking. Members c¢ 
crs only’. 

Hall set back 20 yards from main rd. a gravel drive leading to house, 
Hedge along front wall dividing drive from ste 

Notice board outside on top of wall in front of hedge, Painted on thi. 
was "Putney Club and Working Men's Institute". 5 posters advertising 
the next dance were on the board, Inside entrance to hall at top of 
stairs a further poster of the dance, 


VHITE LION INN. Putney High St. 


Built 1887 - 5 stopeys. Top 4 stbhteys the original but the bottom sto 
rey had been rebewéeane @ new stone facade put up. Neon lighting to 
advertise name of place, o indication that dance s held there, 


STAR AND GARTER. Lower tichmond Rd, 


On the watrefront. 4 storey building with 37 yds frontage on Lower Ri 
chmond hd, Perhaps not so old as White Lion but certainly no later 
than 19600, Also no indication that dances held there, 


ST MARY'S HALL, tiothham Rd, Putney. 


Brick building adjoining school. 2 storeys and steeply sloping slated 
roof. A notice board outside with posters advertising 4 forthcoming 
dances on Feb 9th.,.Iith., I6th,., and March 3rd, Hall about <5 - 5O y 
years old. Set back about I0' f:om main rd. with a hedge in front. 


ZEETA'S HA LL Putney High St (Corner of Richmond Ra) 
Modern restaurant, building being about 2 years old (judging by appear 
ances). Large shop window area on both roads and only indication of 
dance hall was notice in window to effect that dances held there on 
Wednesday afternoons and hall could be hired for private dances, 
ROEHAMPTON PARISH HALL, Roehampton, 


A memorial hall built in 0912, Stone pillars(2) support canopy top of 


stone over doorwat. Brick building with red brick piers. 3 steps up 3 


doorway, About 30 ' high and sihgle storey. Gravel path with grass 
verge around building. No indication that dances held there. 


SMUTHFIELD CLUB, SPENDEN RD. Wandsworth, 
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WANDSWORTH DANCE HALLS. A.H. xi Lo II.2.39 


of brick. Admission only to club mambers and their friends, Enquired 
at hall and told that they had a dance there about once a month for 
members and friends amd that these were private affairs. But said that 
next door they had dances every week, The man who answered door was 
dressed in blue and white striped linen jacket and blue trousers, 


LAURENCE HALL Standen Rd, 

Next door to above, Also a brick 2 storey building with a projecting | 
porch the entransve being at right angles to the rd, No indication fro | 
outside that dances held there. Both buildings situated opposite a 
factory. Neither had any exterior lighting, 


WINEER GARDENS, Clapham High St, 


Stone and brick building.Brick piers to the atone facade, Windows of ft 
the corded type. set in three vertical and three horizontal groups. & 
Entrance ‘to dance hall down C&to “t. an arrow on one of the posters i 
front of the building indicatim g the direction. The main entrance 

in the High St. had no special lighting. @@@BeG@eGeQCeSesenereeeesen 
@RSG020 -2080080086088626008s-The entrance is on ground level, 2 pairs 

of doors (glass pannlleé) givig access to a flight of dteps inside le 
leading to the hall. Outside there are several frames containing photo 

of the all-in wrestlers who appear in the hall. Hall set back about IS 

ft. from roadway. Looked about 30 years old, possibly more, 

The name was in whte letters on the overmantle and no lights were use 

to illuminate it. Building obvibbusly built as a public hall ih the firs 

palce and it was solidly built. But no modern methods of lighting had ° | 
been applied to make the building appear prominent at night, and in | 
consequence rather inconspicuous after dark, 


ST ALBAN'S PARISH HALL, Thrale Rd (Corner fretoria Rd). 
Brick Single stopey building on corner of road. Hedge behind wall, No 
kighting outside, Only information obtainable was from greengrocer 
in Thrale Rd. who sai that he thought they held one or two dances a 
year there, here was wh®st drive in progress when Obs called at hall 
and he got no information from them, 


METHODIST CENTRAL HALL, Tooting Broadway, 


This has entrance in the Broadway beww een shop windows, which flank 
each side, Building about 50 ft. high, in red brick and stone, Corde 
type windows. 5 storeys. Facade broken at eack storey,"Central Hall" 
in 4ft letters over entrance and in porch of entrance - 4 steps up - 
there were two posters on boards about 5ft high advertising a meeting 
to be held there, There was no indication that da nces were held there 
and this information was obtained from a policeman, There was another 
entrance to the hall in the side street. The one in the Broadway was 
LOft across with a double dooor inside the porch leading to the inter 
ior, Height of this porch about I5 ft. The dqorway in the side st, 
only 4f across with two narrow double doors. Height about 7ft.: No 
indication here that dancing formed one of the activities of the hall: 


| 9 CO-OP HALLS, Upper Tooting “4d, ) ; ne 
“& Faste ars, gye Halis above the shops in this rd, The line of shops exte 
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‘the building must be included amongst the dance halls off the district 


WANDSWORTH DaNcE HALLS. B.H x! 


jls are between the entrances to the shops. Both entrances are @*6" 
baross and one has no impression of the size of the halls as only the 
entrances are visible, The shops to each side of them are single storg 
buildings and they extend back, the eex hall behind being concealed 
almost entirely from the street. One vam see that the maximum height 
of the builfing is about 40 but what part of this is occupied by the 
halls cannot be ascertained from the outside. Both entrances ha ve bl 
blue tiles round them and a box sign facing up and down the road os o 
over each, On one is 'Small Hall’ on the other'Co-op Hall'.The entran 
ces give access to a long passage and there was no indication that dd 
Wancing was held there, 
NORMA MASON'S SCHOOL OF DANCING, 84 Balham High Rd, 
A poster set on the corner of the wall facing down towards Tooting 
advertises this hall. It is in the form of a board with the name of th 
schoolin red letters, The school itself is set back 20 yards from the 
pavement and is on the top floor of a two storey block of what appear 
to have been flats, A flight of stone steps gives access to the balco 
ny along the front of the top row and externally the building is in- 
distinguishable from an ordinary block of dwellings, This is mainly 
a school of dancing but social nights are held once a week so that 
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MISS ANNETTE FINEY, 5 Ockley Rd, Streatham, 

Dances are held here once a week, It is a single fronted middle class 
suburban house - semi detached = and the only indication that there 
is a school of dancing there is the plate on the gate. The information 
about dances was obtained from the local paper, The house has a small 
front garden - c7* x I0O't and a garage, The road runs pe-vaieai- 
pavateii- parallel with the main Streatham High Rd, Nothing, except 
plate on door to distinguishhouse from the others in the road, 


PRENTIS HALL, Prentis Road. Streatham, 


Road off Streatham High .d. Building buiit 1908 (Foundation laid in 
that year but date of opening not given, @0 ft. high. 3 entrances with 
steps up to each, The frontage symmetrical, 5 steps up to main and 
© to each of side entrances, All entrances face the road, Half glass 
panelled doors to the entrances (touble). Artificial keystones above 
doors and windows. 5 windows, one on each side and one above main ent 
rance and one’ above each of the side entrances, There is no fan 

outside the building, Ii frint of the building above the wall (@*] 
there is a notice board (empty) with the following painted on in bale 
At top P "Prentis Hall. Available for dances, whist drives,concerts, 
lectures, meetings, wedding receptions, etc, For particulars apply to 
the Sect'ry 126 Mitcham Lane, ©.W.I6 Phone STR 9IOO3; Messrs ‘Beringer 
and Strohmenger next door or "to the caretaker within," 


STREATHAM HALL, Streatham High Rd. (By Streatham Stn), 


Built I[888, 3 storeys, Heung Mak vadase: Set back slightly off main va 
sweep of the High “d, Box sign over door "Streatham Hall", Two entran — 


The one entramce to the Registrar's Office the other to the hall. ne) 


side in front of the window a row of 4 posters on boards advertising  ~ 


ey hie in the hall, No indication that dances hekd there, and the 
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Above the top storey windows the name Streatham Hall was in wooden 
letters about 4'6" high, in white paint (dirty). 3 floodlights on 
the storey below were focussed on the name, — 


MANOR ARMS, Corner of Mitcham Lane and Babington Rd, 


Modern public house, Brick building looked about 5 years old, 5 storey 
building with the frontage onBabihgtontd, No indication that dances he 
held there. Encquired within and found that they held dances there ever 
week the hall being hired out to private hirers who hekd their own 

fa neces, | 


STREATHAM BATHS HALL. Streatham High Rd, 


Building opened 25th Sept 1927. Brick building set back off the road 
with a concreted area (40 yds x IO yds) in front, 3 storey (top storey 
windows of tha attic type. Windoww of flat multi pane type. Stone 
pillars flank the entrance, Notice boards (2) in front of the concret 
area, 3 dahces hdvertised on these and also there was ah official 
reference to the hiring of the hall ie | 
Wandsworth Borough Council. Streatham Baths, 380 Streatham High *“d, 
S.W.16,. This building is now closed for swimming and may be hired for 
danees, concerts, stage plays, whist drives, meetings, wedding breakf 
fasts, bazaars, and other functions during the winter season (Nov = 
April}. The building ié@ licemsed for music and dancing and comprises 
an up-to-date hall(and gallery) and a spring dance floor, a platform 
with stage curtains and floodlights and special lighting effects, 
large cl¥b rooms, ladies' lounge, Artistes rooms and cloakrooms,and 
kitchens, | 

vertain rooms may be hired throughout the year. Full paticulars and 
scale of charges may be obtained from the superintendent of the baths 
by whom the lettings are conducted, 


R.H.Jerman, 
Wiuhicipal Buildings, Town Clerk. 
Wandsworth, S.W.18 
Oct 1937, 


RUTFORD HALLS ,Rutford Rd, 


Double fromted house off the main Btreatha m High Rd, 3 storeys - top 
being attics. Porch to front door with two steps up. Supported by 2 
pillars,.Fron} garden of about 30' x 20". Notice board in front afivert 
ising activities. Behind hedge a floodlight directed on to house, 

On corner of wall a hanging board sign with Rowe's Academy of dancing 


Founded I878 and the painting of a mandancingin I8 Century dress, 
The corner house in the road, | 


A.B.C. Restaurant, The High Streatham High Rd, Streatham. 


Double fronted entrance to restaurant on the main road. Situated in tk - 


middle of the block of shops, Small card affixed to menu card in wind 
Ow announcing that the floor was cleared for free dancing ever 
‘See elsewhere fo reproductiin of notive)+ Modern type shop front 


with chromium frame to window and glass pahelled doors, One can see 


'. the entrance to the restaurant from the @treet and would be able to s eS ae 
gee them dancing at night, ee ud eR 


if: peseillisdbadont! 2.6 * 


i 
; f ae 
yevenin :. 
‘ ¥ oF Vier 
* 


+ Ae} a $ : ; re # ; rey URL PER se ag we TT a ee é 
a; = fae we ie pute rs ep + ere Be er au me Bae Ppt Se Ay “A ti > RA ie ae ii i Men as Te ee LS y i tates * a reg y dy oe Bi a eek - Pav vikig A Oe \ ah Sah: ee i ee 
nh. ad eee fee eee ee ae te Th A ST Bn abl Sy ae heen “a, F fee are eT, ee Vere Clg, et ba i ; ma 5 aaa oe prt ge Bee ie ee ee ht ea yaa Ps sme a ee ih: Paha, Node ey oe i Kye eters N ree a it ee 
4 4 SpA Bhi, di ue: By es head *) Fog hye pike a ‘ ‘) PR: PL a, wt ae 4 ry: ¥e% sp £ ae? ae lei” ae x. at Mf te i, Te fey xo a ‘») ¥ 4 PW $5. Lee ‘ “é at it f+ ade . Fr i Pp a + tp yd ree et oy * + ., “ad ’ my iat Risk Se é-e Pet b ora i y A Latah Re CHS be ¥ i oa 
: ‘ PT Bt BPS bees sarin, : si aa dt LB STE ae ae aN pa SP LL eae REE VC OO LET ee EA a NS Ay te ta Als SNE aa 2 Sey pi ig : are Pe OO ae Bree 
alia - ate “ * fe ele Se eRe a Sh a SD Bia 5 ae na ee eg Re TED le 
re at LP RS: RE eS RS Lia’ Site 2 Se 


i a 
WANDSWORTH DANCE HALLS, A.He “tp IL «2,59 


But externally there is nothing to indicate that there is dancing hel 
there unless one goés up and reads the meny card. Only by accident th 
that Obs found out that they held dancing there. ce went to look at me 
menu and noticed the advert, 


TOWN HALL WANDSWORTH, 
This is on the main street and the older town hall building is now 
flanked by the new mujicipal buildings, The town hall itself a stone 
building 3 storeys high with a wide entrance (ce I5') anda porch recess 
| Outside the entrance there are notice boards on which are put the 
posters advertising the different functions in the hall. There is no 
special indication that dances are held there and there were no poafer 
outside advertising any dances. 


\¢ CLAPHAM BATHS, 
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Wandsworth Dance Halls. | A.H. 
The vr (parnatt St and Fountain Rd. 


¥ Lo 


, 
4-storéy pub (top attic windows) on corner. Bottom storey tiled facade 
Rest red brick. Building looked about 5 years old or less. The hall 
(The Defee Hall) has entrance in Fountain Rd. No indication that dane~ 
ing held there. Entrance to hall via door 4'6" wide like rest of doors 
in place. 


Clapham Ba hs Hall. Clapham Manor 8é. 


Tile and brick building. Foundation stone laid Sept ‘24th 1930. 3 store 
building. Notice boards (2) outside. Bntrance to hall @ pairs of doubs 
on two sets, recessed in a porch. Doors % wood panelled. 

Hall could -e used for several purposes. Indication hhat dances held 
there seen on posters on boardse 


St Mary's Hall, St Alphonsus Rd. 


R.eC. church hall. Church on other side of the road with its ehtrance on 
Clapham Park “4d. 

ral Hall new (foundation stone I934J. 3-storey brick building. 2 miirs of 
glass panelled doors receesed in porch. 3 steps up. Poster advertisisn 
dance in porch ( hand painted poster). 


%\ Ardington Rooms, Clapham Junction. 


Lloyd's Hall, Undine Street, Tooting Broadway. 


48 Entran:e across playground. Hall invisble from street. Notice on far 
wall of playgrou d said "Lloyd's Hall, Entrance" with finger pointing 
down. But vgouldn't even see that from sbesb. 
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TELEGRAPH'!C AODRESS: "WHOLESALE. E.D.O. LONDON. 


REGISTERED OFFICE: | BALLOON ST, MANCHESTER, 4. 
TELEPHONE ROYAL 722! 


EXTENSION No....... 25k. 


PL. EASE ADDRESS YOUR REPLY 


CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY LIMITED, 


BRANCH ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE, 
 A/AEN/ HMM. 


OUR REFERENCE -.. 


99, LEMAN STREET, 


YOUR REFERENCE:.... 


LONDON, E.I. 


14th March, 1939. 


Mr. AelM. Hughes, 
Mass-Observation, 

6, Grotes Buildings, 
Blackheath, 

London, See de 


Dear Sir, 


We are in receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instant, asking for certain information in connection 
with a research into all aspects of contemporary social 
conditions upon which you are engaged, but have to state 
that the C.W.S. have no halls which are let out for 
dancing. 


Yours faithfully, 
pro Society, 
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